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BASEBALL IS ALL THE RAGE:
LINCOLN JOINS THE NATIONAL PASTIME
by
Daniel J.J. Ross

The coming of professional baseball to Lincoln, Nebraska, has much
in common with its experience elsewhere. In the 1880s rapidly growing
population, a desire to foster civic pride and increase local business, the
extension of railroads that made inter-city travel reliable and relatively
inexpensive, and national infatuation with the game made the development
of professional baseball teams common even in smaller towns and cities.
The contemporaneous and dramatic development of street railway systems,
a parallel and symbiotic development with professional baseball, was also
integral to the Lincoln experience. But Lincoln, despite its spectacular
growth rate, was still a small city in many respects, and the development of
baseball there was entirely due to one energetic individual, Harry Durfee.

When Durfee arrived in 1883, Lincoln was in many respects appalling.
Although by 1886 it had a population of over 29,000 where there had been
only a few dozen twenty years earlier, there was no sewer system, no reliable
public water supply, a six-man police force, unpaved streets, and a high
seasonal unemployment rate. Streets and alleys were piled with refuse and
offal, were quagmires in the spring or when it rained, and saharas of dust in
the summer and fall. Opportunistic crime was rampant—smash and grab
burglaries, shoplifting, drunken brawls—together with a plague of
pickpockets, forgers, and scam artists of all sorts; disease was widespread
and health hysteria lay just below the surface. One poor traveler with
measles was nearly run out of town as a smallpox carrier until a doctor could
intervene and identify the case, and a panic over rabid dogs led to a
wholesale shooting of dogs that acted oddly. Wanton gunfire at stray dogs
on at least one occasion came perilously close to killing the neighbors.!
Diphtheria, typhoid fever, cholera, lung fever (tuberculosis), and other
products of poor sanitation were rampant, particularly among children;
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during the week of the home opener of the professional baseball team in
1886 the leading local newspaper noted “scarlet fever [is] raging in the
city.””?

Labor problems grew in Lincoln in pace with the nation’s labor
troubles: railroad section gangs laid off for the winter, seasonal agricultural
laborers, and human flotsam and jetsam from the East contributed to form
a largely male unskilled and unemployed floating population. The poor
quality of the streets and lack of public transportation dictated that only the
wealthy, who could maintain a horse and carriage and a place to keep and
maintain them, were able to live outside the crowded, noisy, dark, and
malodorous central district. Some workmen, radicalized by erratic
availability of work, low pay, and long hours when work was available, and
by the absence of safety nets for periods of sickness or injury, turned to
nascent labor organizations such as the Knights of Labor. Semi-organized
dissatisfaction with the growing disparity between rich and poor, as the
power differential between labor and capital grew more pronounced, was
spread by railroad connections and had its strongest base in rail workers.’
Edgy employers reacted sharply; ten Lincoln workers were fired at
Fitzgerald’s brickyard when they were overheard discussing the ten-hour
day. It helps our historical consciousness to remember that the day a
Lincoln team played its first professional baseball game, May 5, 1886, was
the day of the infamous Haymarket massacre in Chicago.

The rate of population growth also contributed to social strain. Men
outnumbered women perhaps three to two among permanent residents, and
the number of males increased as workers arrived for Lincoln’s newly
established slaughterhouses, brickyards, tanneries, and railroad maintenance
shops, and the associated building boom attracted workers in the
construction trades. These workers were often single, or had left family
behind until enough could be saved for travel costs and a place to live. The
large floating seasonal labor population was almost exclusively male.
Catering to this population, Lincoln supported a dense district of saloons,
cheap lodging houses, dining halls, pool rooms, and used clothing shops
interspersed with barely concealed gambling rooms and houses of
prostitution. This brawling and desperate district surrounded the railroad
depot and existed cheek-by-jowl with the more respectable business, hotel,
and retail center just to the east along O and P Streets.
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Yet the reform issues that energized Lincoln were prohibition and its
allied moral questions. It was not the filthy alleys that brought the good folk
to a mass meeting, it was the saloon trade; not unemployment, but
prostitution; and not street crime, but gambling. Lincoln had been a pretty
wide open town, but the forces of decency were rising and the weaknesses
of the flesh would be on the run for the rest of the decade.

None of this was unusual, and differed only in degree with the rest of
the rapidly urbanizing nation. Growing pains in Lincoln, entrepreneur Harry
Durfee, baseball fever, and rapid expansion of street railway systems
replicated an experience that was common to cities throughout the country.
In Lincoln, however, events were compressed and changes were so rapid as
to bring the national experience into stark relief. Lincoln was a fast-growing
city in a region of fast-growing cities, responding as did the rest of the plains
region to the wave of immigration that flowed there after the financial panic
of 1873. As the more settled population of the town looked at itself in the
1880s, it saw two prime needs in its development into a full city~to control
the ill-concealed immorality of the depot district, and to establish a reliable
public transportation system.

Attempts to establish a streetcar system in Lincoln had been made as
early as 1871 when licenses were granted for streetcar franchises, although
nothing had been accomplished when in July 1883, energetic young
entrepreneur Harry Brightman Durfee from Decatur, Illinois, and cousin
Elisha Brightman (called Bright) Durfee, both still in their twenties, arrived.*
Likely benefitting from prior contact with local interests, and with some
money of their own, the Durfees obtained a streetcar license with the support
of the city council, an action that was subsequently endorsed
overwhelmingly in a special city election. Capitalizing their new Capital
City Street Railway Company at $100,000, they issued only $36,000 in
stock, and began without debt.’ The Durfees began laying track for a horse-
drawn system in cooperation with two important local businessmen, Lincoln
state senator Carlos C. Burr, who was soon to be elected mayor, and his
brother-in-law, real estate magnate Frank Sheldon. Both Sheldon and Burr
had large landholdings within the city, and the Capital City Street Railway
not surprisingly laid its track to serve the neighborhoods where these two
had developed lots, in particular Burr’s development in south Lincoln. A
series of complex land transactions among the four men may have
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represented an exchange of building lots for track laid to the development.§

The Durfees inaugurated Lincoln’s streetcar service in November of
1883 and held the company closely, laying track and putting cars in service
slowly.” Harry became superintendent and manager of the line, while Bright
was line attorney and president. Harry’s younger brothers, Frank B. and
Fred J. Durfee, also came out from Decatur, Frank joining the railway as a
straw boss and Fred attending school.® Bright may have had streetcar
business experience in his home city of Marion, Ohio, but from the first
Harry—who may have been learning on the job—became the most visible and
. vocal representative of the line. Whether from inclination or necessity, the
Durfees lived modestly and worked hard themselves; they originally
occupied a rooming house on 15" and K Streets, moving thereafter to rooms
above the company offices at 1213 O Street. Newspaper coverage of the
operation and extension of the line always feature Harry as a hands-on
manager, out supervising grading and track-laying. Bothered by thefts from
the car barn the Durfees established at 1640 A Street, Harry began to sleep
there to forestall such losses, and suffered the indignity of having his shoes
stolen one night in 1885.°

The Durfees may have been unwilling to cede either control or take on
debt to extend their lines more rapidly, and whether made impatient by the
slow development of the Durfee lines or by a prearranged division of
territory, Sheldon took the lead in organizing another street car line, the
Lincoln Street Railway Company in April 1884. The new operation’s lines
ran south on 10" Street, and east and northeast from the downtown district,
not surprisingly to areas in which Sheldon held large tracts and sparking a
real estate boom in those districts.'® The two companies both appear to have
been profitable-the Capital City line made $5,000 in profit in 1885 from
carrying 292,000 fare-paying customers''—and to have cooperated in various
ways, such as selling through tickets good on either line. By 1886 Sheldon’s
line had more track, cars, and employees than the Capital City line, although
the Durfee operation was deemed to have the better routes, and to give better
service.

Running a streetcar business in Lincoln was not for the faint of heart or
weak of back. Winter storms would halt service until work gangs could
clear the track. Ice, mud, snow, frost heaves, skittish horses, and all manner
of impediments would bounce the light cars out of their tracks, as on April
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23, 1886, when “street car No. 3 of the Capital City line jumped the track on
O Street between Eleventh and Twelfth...and in attempting to get it on again
an enthusiastic driver and two small ponies bounced and yanked the thing
about from one side of the street to the other for the distance of nearly a
block.” On other occasions passengers would dismount and manhandle the
errant car back on the track themselves.'> When a lady complained to the
local newspaper of the “discourtesy” of street car drivers, the paper advised
“it is well to bear in mind that one cannot reasonably expect to find
gentlemen of the old school presiding on the quarterdeck of a street car
fifteen hours a day for one dollar.”"

The development of wage labor, a cash economy, urban concentration,
and reliable transportation in turn helped foster an entertainment industry.
Appealing to different publics, and with modest success at best, Lincoln in
the mid-1880s featured rough prize fighting in the saloon district, horse
racing for the gentry, fire hose team racing—which perhaps achieved its great
climacteric in Lincoln in 1886—polo, and cricket. Participatory amusements
included bicycling, although primitive and expensive equipment essentially
reserved that sport for active and well-off young males until the advent of
the safety bicycle in the next decade. More popular than all other participant
recreations was the roller skating craze, in which Lincolnites of both sexes
joined enthusiastically. Newspaper disapproval for roller rinks reflected
widespread anxiety, as the rinks created opportunities for young males and
females to meet in uncontrolled settings and also maintained galleries where
anyone with the price of a ticket could ogle active young women. Given the
population disparity between males and females in Lincoln, a difference
particularly pronounced in the poor population, ogling was the only sexual
entertainment available for many males. Those with some money went to
the theater or the roller rink; those without congregated on downtown street
corners, to watch female pedestrians attempt to cross the unpaved streets
without soiling their long skirts, which entailed lifting the skirt above the
level of the mud.

In a growing urban environment middle-class attitudes toward what we
now consider victimless crime (the sex trade) or chemical or psychological
disorders (drunkenness) were also concerns over the uses of leisure and over
proper gender behavior. Anxiety over the roller skating boom was in large
part concern over the activities of women outside the home. Leisure
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entertainment included the music hall and theater stage, which offered
shows where for a quarter a predominately male audience could watch
frolicsome females in abbreviated costumes dance and sing.

Lincoln’s population was also connected to the changing national
structure of worklife; local and regional variations were being erased by a
truly national economy and the industrial growth it fostered. The
industrialization of emerging urban areas such as Lincoln created structured
times of leisure, if not very much of it, for most wage-workers: Sundays and
half-Saturdays off for laborers, who were likely to be poor, immigrant, and
outside the control of church and neighborhood social pressures. More
settled citizens grew concerned over how this time would be spent. 1f some
entrepreneurs saw an opportunity for business growth, civic improvers were
troubled by commercial Sunday amusements and the associated liquor
traffic. Fear over the use of leisure may have been exacerbated by the
growing sentiment among laborers for a ten-hour workday.

In the fall of 1885 the tightly knit city governing group, which had
alliances with the saloon interest, usually through profitable rents they
received from ownership of the lots on which the saloons operated, was
challenged by an organized anti-vice movement, the Law and Order League.
The League was a loose coalition, with branches in several Midwestern
cities, including Omaha and Des Moines; groups with the same name in
other cities were often business alliances formed in opposition to union
activity, particularly the strike. The Lincoln group, however, was concerned
with what it saw as civic betterment, and found its support among traditional
Protestant groups, the prohibition movement, Republican party reform
factions, and retail and development interests concerned with civic image.
Declaring war on the violation of liquor laws, such as Sunday sales, sales to
minors, and evasion of the regulation that saloon windows permit a view of
the interior, the Leaguers also took aim at the associated evils of gambling
and prostitution. The League evinced no concern with casual crime, such
as the rampant picking of pickets at the depot, the thefts from occupants of
lodging houses, street fights, or shoplifting. They seemed to believe that
such crime was a consequence of the ills of liquor and gambling and would
abate as those vices were controlled. Nor was the League concerned with
the parlous state of Lincoln sanitation, in part due to incomplete
understanding of contagion and perhaps a wish to conserve resources to
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combat what they considered the central evil, the liquor trade.

The League was resisted with some temporary success by an opposing
group, the Liberal League, which proffered laissez faire arguments and
showed recognition of the class-based assumptions of the law and order
movement by pointing out hypocrisies such as Law and Order opposition to
gambling halls catering to the workers, while ignoring the popularity among
the better-off of genteel gambling, such as progressive euchre card games. !

At this moment, as the availability and use of leisure time became a
contentious issue both locally and nationally, the Durfees moved to emulate
their street car brethren in other cities by establishing an amusement part
south of town in an undeveloped area. The Durfees laid out their park with
a carriage drive and diversions such as swings, boat rides on an artificial
lake to be formed by damming a small stream, and above all, baseball."’

Streetcar entrepreneurs nationwide allied themselves with real estate
developers whose sale of home lots furnished a steadily growing army of
commuters for the streetcar lines, as the Durfees had with Burr and Sheldon.
At the same time enterprising street car developers also attempted to create
and respond to various uses of leisure and the travel of women. Street
railway operators saw clearly that fostering nonessential travel was good
business. They set out to provide not only the means to get to amusement,
but the places of amusement themselves. The development of amusement
parks and sports facilities, especially baseball parks, became significant
investments of streetcar companies, and made streetcar lines both the
creators and beneficiaries of the growth in the popularity of baseball as a
leisure spectacle.

The story in Lincoln recapitulates the events in many another American
city at the same time, but with an odd difference. Lincoln was nearly
innocent of baseball. Nationally the baseball boom of the 1880s was in full
swing, not only in an explosion of amateur baseball, but in the rapid spread
of the professional game: in 1884 there were three major leagues, in 1885
the Southern and Northwestern Leagues were formed, and there was
concomitant growth on the Pacific Coast, a rapidly developing area with
many similarities to the Midwest.

Baseball came early to Nebraska. When the invincible professionals,
the Cincinnati Red Stockings, came through Nebraska on their way back
from a California tour in 1869, they played teams in Omaha and Nebraska
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Harrison Streets his pond still survives in a smaller version now named for
Charles H. Rudge, a later philanthropist. But if a visitor walks east along
Lake Street past the Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church, which stands on
the southeast corner of 17" Street and Lake where the Capital City streetcars
disgorged eager baseball fans in 1886, he will find the parochial school
behind the church. That school stands along the rightfield line where
wealthy fans watched the game from their carriages, and on the wall of that
school is a mural of ballplayers on a green field with a stream and lake in the
near distance. Maybe it is just a coincidence.

NOTES

1. A good summary of the rabies hysteria appeared in the February 16, 1886 Evening
News.

2. State Journal, May 15, 1886.

3. That 1886 Lincoln membership of the Knights was put at five hundred, with sixty-
five to seventy being “‘colored men.” State Journal, June 8, 1886.

4. Harry B. Durfee (1856-1897) was born February 20, 1856 in Decatur, Illinois, the
second child and first son of Henry B. Durfee (1820-1880) and Lucretia Busby Durfee
(c. 1832-after 1871). Elisha (b. 1859 in Marion, Ohio) was his cousin, the son of Henry
Durfee’s brother Thomas (1816-1863). Harry had been practicing law with Warren &
Durfee, that Durfee being Bradford Kirk Durfee (1838-1916), son of Nathan, another
of Henry’s brothers, and therefore uncle to Harry and Elisha. Bradford Durfee was an
influential lawyer and official in several Decatur firms (Warren & Durfee
Manufacturing, Decatur Gas & Coke, Decatur Electric Co.), which may have made him
the source of some of the Capital City Street Railway start-up funds.

5. Elmo Bryant Phillips, “A History of Street Railways in Nebraska,” Ph.D. thesis,
University of Nebraska. Lincoln, 1944, 19.

6. On October 23, 1884 Burr, Sheldon and the two Durfees registered a trust agreement
whereby Burr divided ownership of the large tract known as Burr’s Addition among the
four parties. Another exchange of significant land by Burr to the Durfees for a nominal
sum took place on June 12, 1885.

7. The Durfee line began with four cars. Phillips, “A History of Street Railways in
Nebraska,” 19.

8. Frank was born circa 1863 and Fred circa 1868. Frank had been working as a dipper
(workman who dips metal into the coating chemicals in the “hot dipped” galvanized
process) for an agricultural implement manufacturer in Decatur and then as a clerk in the
Warren & Durfee law office.

9. Phillips, “Horse Car Days and Ways in Nebraska,” 24-5. The daily newspapers
carried frequent reports of street railway problems with petty crime. The Capital City
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line’s lawyer Ryan once pursued a fare-beater and brought back his cap as collateral for
payment of the nickel fare; on a cold January night three tramps were found cooking a
meal in an out-of-service Capital City car.

10. Sheldon bought out his co-investors in the Lincoln Street Railway on March 6,
1886. Journal, March 9, 1886, Evening News, March 6, 1886.

11. Phillips, “A History of Street Railways in Nebraska,” 21.

12, State Journal, April 24, 1886. Within three days of car #3's adventure, the Lincoln
Street Railway was ordered by the city to repair its track to permit the passage of horse
teams—which always had precedence over the street railways—and another driver was
assaulted on the Tenth Street line in a dispute over change.

13. State Journal, May 8, 1886.

14. An unfriendly but useful description of the Liberal League appeared in the Evening
News of May 11, 1886.

15. At least one other operation attempted a similar attraction. On February 21, 1886,
the Journal reported promoter Fred Paschen was planning a “city garden” at remote G
and 38" Streets, with a dance hall, ten-pin alley, arbors, and picnicking facilities. The
location was far from any street car line, actual or proposed. The park opened in May,
and Paschen and his associates were soon in trouble for selling alcohol and permitting
bowling on the Sabbath. State Journal, May 19 and June 25, 1886. The Journal
criticized Durfee Park on May 14, “.. Mssrs. Durfee, we fear, underrated the desire of
our people for some place to go, of which Lincoln has formerly been entirely destitute.
Better grounds, more extensively equipped, would have been a good investment. They
should take the hint before some other enterprising person concludes to put in a park on
the R street line of the Lincoln company.”

16. The best treatment of the relationship of the street car industry and baseball is
Mudbville’s Revenge by Ted Vincent, republished in paperback as The Rise and Fall of
American Sport.

17. Greg Rhodes and John Erardi, The First Boys of Summer. (Cincinnati: Road West
Publishing, 1994), 73.

18. During the 1883 tour the Blues employed a Wahoo semi-pro pitcher, Ben Johnson,
in a July 28 game against the Omaha Union Pacifics. Wahoo subsequently went on a
tour of its own into lowa and Illinois. State Journal, August 1, 1883.

19. Nebraska State Journal, August 1, 1883.

20. For Lincoln Cricket Club see Daily Evening News, July 13, September 15,
September 18, 1885. The cricket community attempted to reform in 1886; see news of
its efforts in the State Journal, June 23, June 30, 1886. The sole mention of a Lincoln
baseball team in the summer of 1885 reports a home and away pair of games with
Beatrice in the Evening News, September 7, 1885. The survival of cricket in Nebraska
into the mid-1880s is in interesting contrast to usual reports of that game’s history. See
S.W. Pope, Patriotic Games: Sporting Tradition in the American Imagination, 1876-
1926. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1997), 61.

21. October 21, 1885. The Daily Evening News was much less hostile, but in its story
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on Alexander’s plans of October 13 admitted “Lincoln has not heretofore given much
attention to the national game.”

22. Female baseball was not unknown on the plains. Everett Dick in The Sod House
Frontier (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1989), 281, notes a female club in
Wichita in 1873.

23. State Journal, October 24, 1885.

24, See State Journal, October 24, November 1, November 26, 1885, and March 10,
1886.

25. Evening News, October 23, 1885. Throughout 1886 the Sporting News was to
announce with satisfaction the troubles of a traveling women’s team in Texas and
Louisiana.

26. Lancaster County Deed Book 24, page 425. The date of the agreement was October
1, 1885. In a puzzling development, when Perkins signed the agreement in Burlington
on October 12 he insisted that the words “general farm purposes” be underlined. Had
the Durfees been coy about their intended use, or was Perkins distancing himself from
the true purposes?

27. Evening News, December 13, 1885. The spring work on extending the track south
to South Street did not begin until April 20, 1886. Evening News, April 20, 1886. The
pond, somewhat smaller in size than envisioned by the Durfees, still exists. The
residential neighborhood where the park stood has streets named Lake and Perkins, but
sadly, not Durfee.

28. In contrast, the Denver team was capitalized in January at $5,000, and players were
reportedly being signed. State Journal, January 29, 1886. Oshkosh, in the Northwestern
League, capitalized itself at $10,000. The Sporting News, March 17, 1886.

29. State Journal, May 20, 1886.

30. State Journal, May 11, 1886.

31. The B & M and Union Pacific lines offered excursion group rates of one and one-
third times the one-way fare between two points. On this basis, a ticket cost $2.70 per
person for a group round-trip fare between Lincoln and Omaha.

32. Hastings was nursing hopes of admittance to the league as late as April 7, and was
still organizing a team on May 8. As the Omaha Union Pacifics did, the Hastings semi-
pro town team would play exhibitions with Western League clubs, and with one another.
Evening News, April 7 and May 8, 1886.

33. The January 12 report in the Journal stated that Alexander had visited each of the
possible cities, but no mention of a visit to Lincoln has been found.

34, The State Journal, January 12, 1886, reported January 13; the date of the 18" is
from Bryson’s history of the Western League, page 17. The Journal noted
representatives were expected from St. Joe, Leavenworth, Omaha, Lincoln, Hastings,
Denver, Pueblo, and possibly Kansas City.

35. State Journal, January 12, 1886, also reported that Harry and Elisha Durfee were
off to Decatur, Illinois, on business, leaving Frank Durfee in charge of the line. Harry
returned on January 25, reporting he had been snowbound in Atchison, Kansas. Harry
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leagues (the National League, American Association and the Union Association), and
when they consolidated into two for the 1885 season, many non-regulars and even a few
regulars were forced into the minors. On the Lincoln squad, only Sullivan had been a
regular in the 1884 majors.

44. Belden Hill had a cup of coffee with Baltimore in 1890, another expansion season,
and Werden, was in the majors at least part of the 1888, 1890-93, and 1897 seasons.
45. The Sporting News, May 31, 1886 listed twenty-one St. Louisans of a total of sixty-
nine players on Western League rosters. Lincoin then had the largest number, seven
(Rademaker, East, Werden, Nolke [Noelke], Hickman, Houtz, and Sullivan).

46. For the influence of the rowdy St. Louis style, and its effect on the game and on
spectators, see Bill James, The Bill James Historical Baseball Abstract (New York:
Ballantine Books, 1988), 23.

47. Bryson, 28. However, The Sporting News, May 31, 1886, listed twelve men on St.
Joe’s roster.

48. James, 22. Despite requiring seven bad balls to earn a base on balls, walks were not
infrequent, a testament to the difficulties with which a catcher contended.

49. Quoted in the Journal, April 17, 1886.

50. State Journal, April 21, 1886. Harry Durfee, who was active in Republican Party
affairs, may also have been aware of the preparation of “an ordinance to restrain and
prohibit the desecration of the Sabbath day within the limits of the city of Lincoln,”
introduced at a city council meeting early in June. State Journal, June 8§, 1886.

51. Just how popular the park as a park proved to be is not clear from the newspaper
reports of the time. On May 14 the State Journal complained “...the Mssrs. Durfee, we
fear, underrated the desire of our people for some place to go, of which Lincoln has been
entirely destitute. Better grounds, more extensively equipped, would have been a good
investment.” Durfee may have paid attention for on June 11 that newspaper reported,
“The band concert at Durfee’s park yesterday was a grand success, and some of the best
people in town took advantage of the opportunity and visited the park, which is fitted up
with hammocks and swings. The musical treat occurs hereafter every Thursday and
Saturday and also every evening after the ball game. Mr. Durfee is entitled to
considerable credit for furnishing a fashionable resort for Lincoln and should be well
patronized.”

52. Journal, April 22 and May 1, 1886. Very soon thereafter the plat for another
development, Johnson’s Addition, was filed for about five acres between 14" and 16™
Streets south of South Street. Journal, May 11, 1886.

53. The Capital City line ran cars to the park every seven and one-half minutes.
Evening News, May 9, 1886.

54. Spink derisively referred to the team as the Lincoln Tramps, but he also referred to
Durfee as “The King of Lincoln” and “Arry B. Tuffee” among other things. The team
is often cited as “Treeplanters” but no evidence for this name in the 1886 season has yet
been seen. Perry Werden would call his team the Lincoln Hams after he left, but that
may also have been idiosyncratic.
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55. Journal, April 25, 1886. The University of Nebraska baseball team formed May 4.
Journal, May 5, 1886.

56. State Journal articles on the genesis of the University of Nebraska baseball team
appear May 5, 8, and 15, 1886.

57. Herrick’s store was at 1213 O Street, and the CCSR offices and Zehrung’s
Drugstore were at 1221 O. Herrick lived across the street at 1240 O.

58. Studies of minor leagues of this period have properly noted the role of the local
newspaper in binding the baseball team to the community. In Nashville in 1885, the
team was sponsored by the North American. James B Jones, Jr., “The Old Southern
League Association: First Year, 1885: A View of Early Minor League Baseball in the
South, as Seen from a Tennessee Perspective,” Minor League History Journal, Volume
2, #1 (January 1993): 2. In Seattle, Scott Cline has demonstrated the role of the Post-
Intelligencer and the Press in tying the fortunes of the team to the community. Cline,
“To Foster Honorable Pastimes: Baseball as a Civic Endeavor in 1880s Seattle,” Pacific
Northwest Quarterly, Volume 87, #4 (Fall 1996): 173-4. Baseball analyst and historian
Bill James blames the failure of Kansas City to maintain a major league team on the
“primitive” newspapers of that city, making them “unable to play the role that the press
has always played in helping make a team go.” Bill James, 24. Despite the warming of
the Journal to the Lincoln team, especially after the departure of Harry Durfee, James’s
characterization fits the Lincoln experience in 1886.

59. Journal, May 6, 1885.

60. The May 15, 1886 issue of the State Journal carries a representative selection of
complaints about team dissension and poor play.

61. The home opener crowd was estimated at 1,200 to 1,500, a very good turnout and
on a par with the St. Joseph opener, which attracted a crowd of 1,600. Seldom thereafter
would a number be given for a game’s attendance. Late in the season the Journal would
complain that the Lincolns would be lucky to draw several hundred at home, while
attendance on the road would often top a thousand. It is representative ofthe change that
came over the Journal that by season’s end it was scolding the citizenry for poor support
of the team.

62. State Journal, May 26, and 28, 1886.

63. The north wall of Blessed Sacrament School-which approximates the right field line
where carriages would park to watch the action—is graced by a mural created by
schoolchildren that colorfully represents a ball diamond with game in progress with a
stream behind leading into a small lake.

64. For a lively account of Spink’s quarrel over Durfee’s non-payment of money he had
promised Spink for the editor’s work in assembling a team, see The Sporting News, May
31, 1886. According to Spink, after Durfee realized the two men he had signed on his
own—Belden Hill and O.F. Smith-were not of the caliber of the eight St. Louisans the
editor had sent, he asked Spink to recruit a further three, which Spink did. Durfee then
refused to pay the fares of the three men, after he acquired Swift and Frye in St. Joseph
from the remnants of the Red Stockings. One of the three in Spink’s second group,
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Noelke, did join the Lincolns.

65. Phillips, 24. The Durfees left Lincoln not long after, although Frank returned by
1890. Harry may have died soon after; the 1889 City Directory of Decatur lists a widow
of Harry B. Durfee as residing there.

66. Gjerde, 172.

67. Gabaccia, 120.

68. Ducker, 61-2,

69. Quoted in Goldberg, 95.

70. Noel Perrin, Dr. Bowdler’s Legacy: A History of Expurgated Books in England and
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