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Lambert Strether, the central character of ~enrv James' 

novel, The Ambassadors, must shed the unflinching moral code 

he le3rned in ~ew England and replace it with a morality based 

u~Qn the dictates of his conscience. Strether's change is in

fluenced primarily by the amorality he discovers in ~urope. 

ne has been sent there as his wealthy fiance's ambassador to 

rescue her son Chad froo a l~fe of w~at s~e fea~s to be 

Farisi~n degeneracy complete with a wo~an of ill-re 'ute. But 

w0ile in ?aris, Strether gradually learns t~at the unbending 

ooral code of his home in ~;oollett Massachussetts is inadequate 

in light of the facts. In Woollett, his Parisian friends would 

"be harshly judged for tl-teir amoral lifestyle. 0, in order to 

adjust to t2e new way of life he finds in Paris, Stretter must 

temper his moral code with the moral laxness he finds in 

.c.urop_. 



.... trether does not :ldopt tLe ·,:.:.or·i.litJ :_~ filJ.c:.s in ....;UI·O e 

his n~w ~or~l COJ3, howev~r. l.nste'~d, "ie b'ise:: t':Je morH.l 

d~cisions he must mqke ~~on t~8 result of the merGing of t~e 

two vie-,v;;:,. ..;trether, "it tlle cli.nax of tt..e l1fJvel, uses his 

c ousc i enc e-b Qsetl lint of vie~ not to jud~a the ~ood-he~rt~' 

b'.lt adulti~ro"J.s ;:'::td-ur..':.' de Vion~et, but t~8 IJin-, :jf,ocriti·.';".1l 

:;h3.d i,ewsome. 

t.uch critical di.scussion is devoted to .-':treth ~r IS chD..n ":e 

in r.loral ;:,oint of vie ~, "ill,1 _c critical consensus s~~sests 

trnt Strether 'd~oleh YtrteJl::: ~9j i3CtS t~1 .;ooll'-'tt t:1ol':tlit:r ~Hld 

acce~ts the moral freedom of :aris. ...uc~ :.ill jI.J tion is In

accur~te, bQ~ever, u, on a clos~ in3:~ction nI ....tret~ar's ictians 

th_l'ou~Lout the nnvel. yhi lo.sopr"J , ~lj u! on r~ Li ~nCL 

u .. an CO~-ol~~:;':' r.C' _, I .

.... i T"'l- l' ... ~_';'v ...... ... .... '-
, 
L
 

lnl;t;~I' :ro...... J

,- J:" 

_t ..
L 

.: v~ri()l.is reli::;inus ~..:rours \','bich corrupted :..d~..J'lrdsl ide3.;:). 

_uritRnism, 8.S tRuf,ht by Jonatl:nn ,,::uw'J.rl1s, r1~ced emoh:1.sis on 

introsrection, 3.nd on eX3.mi '"lin;:; one IS o·,m nscienc~. In hi. 

"...- on f t" ··'lJ_, .oJ" r·l-'·\.-, , ._- "-p tJ-.r,,-,~,~;,0 ~.,. l- ,.:1':,.~I", 

~~el-:'~ +- .. -! , 
J- J

<""""'l'" ......e0say r~:e !;l -,l''''3. SU.J ,es~. Ul.on l.~n_n-, ." 

on::;ci'-'rtce, ons ::-vclo'- Il"lr"'l i!libi2.it: '1 .D ·'l.C!; 

. ,.nt"cor:.J in..-.:; i-1_ J 

.0" ,1 . 1 ~ I, ) '1 ~ll J.. :- i 1~ec~ l J' ':: ; 



think about what his mission will accomplish instead of blindly 

oing what he t~inks is his duty; next, he must evaluate, 

according to his personal moral standards, t~e rightness or 

wrongness of his duty. Then, upon arriving at the conclusion 

tnat Mrs. Newsome, and Woollett, both are morally wrong in 

t~eir judgements, he must resign his position as their ambas

sador, and take up his new position as a Puritan man of free 

will. 

Strether had the opportunity in Paris to fi!1d love, com

panionship, and freedom, but rejects his chance for hapniness. 

He had determined not to gain anything for himself from his 

trip to Paris, and so he re~ects his opportunity for happiness 

there, as well as his chance for security in Woollett. In 

exchange,he gains stature as a man of conscience and integrity, 

and takes his place as one of the greatest moral men in 

literature. 
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n I:~:Ar :' 

the central 

ch"l r'1ctE r, :Lambert ;jtretl.,_ is :l temper'l,te rom from •• e 

~n[l'lnd ',-.rho attemrt s to rescue yo:.ml~er •..::!leric iror:: th~ 

clutc~h. s of iUTorc'm i:nl)ro'priet~,r. In uuro e, bOiJever, b 

learns t~at youn~ TIewnoffi P is not really bein~ clutche 

::it, ~nd thp-.t t\le .c:urot e'H~S lre not so vile as ~c had believed. 

;h' d' s i~.mily in ;.llicric''I. fears that he is in d.ill,;er of bein 

corrUT ted. bec 3use of his Iiyin,,: so f'.:ir 9\':ay from ~ome, con

cludinf<: tnat the force which Las k~~t hi~ in I rlris so long 

....,u:::t be 't worr.:m 0: 1 psir~~b reput"ition. ~tl,e'u-

..... ~ 

In r:enry Jxne5' novPI, :--'he 

ur5·· ';~1')J'1 TO tU1.'Tl to' iCO11 ., v '7; l' t 'F' fa::li :'.:r b 

, +~~~ ,,.. .r"1 t ':;'~~"P""(ne.-s, .:ill j" f 3u .- - ...... 

doel', no t; r8tur "rod so 3tretr.er is dis-catch.ed bJ~ t~le f'1mily 

~o bring back the wlyf~ring youn8 man. 3u~ ~hen 3trether 

m.ee·t~ Ch;~d in Earis, ~llonr; ~':i th :;h::..d' s lovel:r com. a.'1i on 

,. . . b .i:ndnmc d.e Vionnet, ,trcther' ~n~e 0 f nl~ ffilS3l0~ eSlns to 

CL' !, r, ,:'1'1 t h~ r: :1 . o~, c 1 "'1 oJ~l 

~or.ec '.~ be~;.or .. o .~ '--; : oJ 

~ r .. n. i- , li r r:sloili t' 

t··",~ot t'1 his ['\-. i 1..:' , bu-::; to , .t.: ',,071 ...!l ho lavvs !~i~ • ..... trc t:.-=r I 

. . ''\-.
ml.SS.llJn 

l-' 
~'!a bpr.n f"C ;~·?VF~ v •• lO. for f'::I: i ~ , ~rj·~l1d.:=', 1:::'G. ·,ro'

•.:::rity In .1.oeric,-,- • Jy t:'l8 er.d of tbe novel, :-~i s osition 
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is revcr~;(-' ~ ; ben, e mu-~~ e 0h~d from tnese prosnects. 

This rev~rsul occurs, ecause what Woollett wishes for Chad 

is not the befit for hirr. in lL-:ht of ',.;h:'1.t Jtrether discover 

out :r:8.d ":l;r)R Vionne .... 1 lov r.• for tne ~lC'J.n(: l~~. :'tretnE:r 

does not ~i:r:ply reject the .~.:nericqn view of his mission B.nd 

accept the EuroDe~n vieA. :nsteac, he finds he ~ust re~8ct 

the .t.uropean viev; of live-'md-let-l i ve, ::i swell. .~fter 

rejectin!j both lJoints oJ vie,·, ~e must rer1'1ce the:n "\,;i th 

W~qt he !tnds inside his ow. onsci·::mce. his third point 

of vie·':, rejectio!1 of t e u.."1.\·/~'lv,~;ri[jr::; r:.1L8S 0 Joollett 

he -cragm'lti. ~):L of ,E'"nris, C'lD riCh tly be c1~11ed ~ urit'lni s ..,. 

jOt.. found. in i't5 corrur...ted. st:~te in ";!oollett,
 

"I3.SS;lC"!1US"''''-: t c:;, but • in <:> stricter sense
 

tc,UG:lt by Jon1:ith'm t.clv...:r·
 

~trether lc~rn~ ~~e l~sEon of follo~inr his c0nscience 
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\oJho::n ..Jtrether hM'; f.:lo\~n for Y0.ars, but Sl'es increa~ingl;i 

from a new point of view influenced by ~he £uroPc8~ sense of 

freedorr.. .. :i;ym3.rsh i S as unseein~ :lnd unaccepting of 

change a ~trether ",-T h'].v been if not 10 !'",i. !!lore liber,l 

oint of vie ... rr~ce, ~ friend of JbuJ, is t~e t7 ~ 

of te<1c'.:.er ;·ho deli. ~ 

" i!l t' e ooscu~ ~ind. of_ocr9.tic 
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illeTi:Jod: r 11 0 h oh oh IS! " ontinually ch~llenge 0trether to 

make ~iscovpries for himself(62). Little Jilh~, 0~ld' 

3rtist frien~, tells ~trether no untruths, ~ut ~treth8r is 

too ick to jump ~o conclusion~ d. to twis t; little 3ilha:l' s 

--;O:'dS to mean '..:hrj I he \'Ja."lt o. tre ther is I.lnUS::;c:. to 

t!:e .::.uror e'm nc~ for dou~le entendre. '" must Jevelop 

skill in is to De s~en, ~~~ 1.6 

skill . ttle 3ilham belos tl;a~:l hi. 1 instructor._ 

:'ire ::;u!''P1:.ri nE 1')l,9C'23 of "tte ~;mr le:3~on ,·:Lich i.; com-;-·letp.d 

'j'len h :i i ~;cov~:,,~, 1 e tho:..:.,:J on ~li O·,lr'. , :-:::'.1.~ -:~ ... ~ 1'81 'J.:;1. OTl

hi t ,Ie en ,:;h,;u not ju;;t ",d~U3.1 

.....
~ff:dr. .0 ~.L."l:; LU'l er:~d "'~ .....fri0nJs~ir, but aD 

TT. 3.t e r i :;3,1 ':Illd.	 the t i I' 1. te~~ i~~ ri .:>'t' 

~ ,.--. .~ ~ !ir.e	 ., , 'e,tcts ~l8itllcr 

lit;h .;ocll,~tt i:lto I"" .; .t·:3.ri;3i~n clor'Al l'ixit,,-. 

Inste~:, ~e follows hi II s:.ie ren-:"Wlces .=.urore, in 

spite of the joy it r:iyes hirr. in :n"lkinc him feel ]OU!.l~ c;r ..In. 

.:Jtr,::>tber, then, returns to r..r.1<"?ric q bu~ rejects hi::; old 

restr_ccior!s of -',0:"1\;.''- .LJ "oci.1 conVt nt 'Lori:". Ic~-t8 ,(l. tle 

rn .1.' f i ~:L.3 'Jr. ohler ~r , ~i t iCl, ttj 1. t :i:.i~~ .i", frie."2Js in. 

'Y,eric>. h-tv0 rejected: t::8 .;; uri t mLS' "-h~:l .:..dwRrds. 

'he Furi ts....'1.S of ' ea.rli~r l3ener'ltion ,.;ere tr.e intell·~ctL:..LLS 

of the tin::e <1nd reI;res~n ted r''j, tiOIP11 is:,l, brin·~ir':'5 

,.f' .....
ord.~r to t;,_ eo'; .L ron" 1. ~r • crCluw	 ::0 f .3 t :lei t: c'" , 

II • t'1_. '3VE; t2e ne.... r.~~ '.l~l i.e COflE:::re, 'l!.l 1. lirl.'; 



./ 

'"orKable bocY of id.e'is, definition of i laentit:: and 

idp~11. ..l. snnsf' o:~ it. 1,cA in hi~to .in:.:; of ~ation-

'3.1i+:~·, -', politic,'ll syst ~ol.itic·-jl cole. 11 ' "r::V 

t;hel,':ps, ri t'" t!:e ;:' IF,~~i~ .. o e rnl:iOIl~ 

" 
':(~~ t t!.p •'In'':f!r~ 1'i;:;ions _rejuJ:'c~ of 

Y'"'t ILl ib' 

- , -J.." l- n 1 i. .. 4\,;,' 

1 I 
J. 1. ~t; 

'1 

") '-)".:1:," 
, 

i..r".4!- L ,V' l't"+; -,-llo'd ~1.+:~~~~ ( 1 IJ 
,. "'r1t'!'~1 •,l; CI' 

J..~e;!' urpdpcessors. .:'ha tr'1di tion they d.id ret :un. ':ofstadter 

says of their cl~ss, was not so !!luch a "source of strem<:th 

or a point of de~arture as 8. f~tish. 11 5 lhe moral la'''!~ of 

"convention'll social mo::-nli:;:,.l1

'1 ... 'Jion .tr,~ (;1:8 fin.IJ .I.'
" 

+_c t ..J 

'I I'(, 

.l 

'lp,tt I' -l. 

" 

Cl',S. 

, 

~ l~I • 

"- . 
t 

, J 

.' r 

n ., .... l-' 

~ ., -'~ .. 



, 
-~ .~: .1- -." f~. , I 1-, t'l t; t-: 2tr·,n~t~ of life

~> 

:, rl'-~ ~'l" , 'U:l~ tis ,.l~~if ior. r,') :'l-:1; .11'n ·to ~1.::!eric i o!ll.} to -=iV8 U
•	 L, •t'le ~.oc; i-::.l pO ..;l,,~O:l 'mJ I fu-i;,ure ,i r, t'1e .. e~l t~~~i ;"1'['·. .,e',/2o" ~ 

!:~1 'tell the story c: - ~ uric'in 1..D ~. 'l! 

"ri .... n1.sjJ, 3 ~ i-iC ifF:;rt~(l ., r hils L, 1.., , 

l c- .....~	 rUl ... .I'8comi l;i en .fOI' him, b~cause cmeu ....

0>:: bee:'"' rAc ti.;cd i .. .~ Jon:ltn r '1...

one-hund.red fift:" :"e lTS earlier. 1. ~, _ UTl't 

doc tri '1CS haC. re l'lxcd ~o mU~:-l even rin""': .:.chJdrd~; I C':1.recr ti:,·" t 

lim; c::1used conc.ern in t.d".n.I'll~ for tt 

of hi flock. ....1' . il-; p 

trlc incre~f.-;inb 

r nee nun r"1. .,.. 
lIo,e 

C'iU' p'il'tl
L 

-r noli-tic"risi contentio in 

rr.o, b :Ii saerreen:ent over doc;

...' , ~.	 'nr . , 
C! t ru '-r;-:1 C> , tD 

t~iJ .• -h coc~rlnRL yLsnute - one of ~ cticf I' 

of concern becaus~ this division between Cnlvini5ts led to 

~ A. ••

the form'-ltio:. of spli!1ter rrou-ps lH:e .. r, e ,,-.Tm l.nJ.. aT:. "" • 

~he mRjor rift between t'1C conserv!1ti VI?: "':ch:'.rdf-; ... _'-4q" .j .... 
I, 

0PI>0.sin5 fjroul' ~'::IS t'r.~ .'1.rmini·.l..... notion trnt nan is, in r l't, 

~nr tIl£" } ...:r~ ::;rllv.tioY}, ':'0 ~;his Joctri.nf', ..:.:J.i....·U·U 

__ 8
h~ 1'E:0oncLled. [oJ~ht bitterl~ ~:~in~t it 

fran the fulrit ~F ,,jell ,15 thrO'.li,d; -:lublisl:ed r.wteri'-Ils sue .... 

as his essa"' on free will. .:e attac1':ed thE: doctrine i-:;s91f 

in a uerics of sermons, culmini.;1';ed by 'lis 17~.!! lectl.iI'8, f:Il 

... itled. ItJus+:i.:icr.l.:;io', b - .rai'.;:l .~lorJe • ,,7 Veri:i lw-.; "jern s 

"for over a ~ '~:1 tll1\i vr:B J.U v:.ilvin.l .... L .~ i ee. I~ 11 ,.L ... J. 

fCii t"l t conditi o J ific ·~tiOI11 ,It er'm eA'1J1'\in8, 
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T'lan CFn n~vel: justi~J himself b:r any soodnes3 before 
God since he is enmeshed in sin which is inf~J ite. 
~ith alone justifies not ~o a result of obedi2nce 

or <"l.ccept::.uce but becaLlse f'lith in involved in the 
9.ct of union with Ch.rist I/hose own obedience to God 
is alone acc~~ t;~ble 0bedi\:'Ilce is an eA~re~sion of 
f~ith, not f~ith itself. 9 

Durinc; the tim!": of ....dvlarcls I 3.ttack on the :\rmini'ms, and 

partly because of it, he 'l':ri.S lelHling wh:J.t W'3,f- to be known 8.r

the Gre It A:~Jakening. Goncerned "oj" 11:'8 pari;~hon!"r IS b::lck:::lidinc; 

from fundr-=men tal bel iefs 'md tLeir interest in t~le modern the

ol03Y of ArL1inius, ~d\vards stressed t:--le sovereignity of GOd. 

and the utter deryendency orman upon him. He ~Rr~ed ~3rishoners 

that their destiny was in t~J.e h-,ods of God and th8t nothin 

that man could do \llO..lld ever change this fundemental truth. 

The people of Korthamuton were reminded of these facts in such 

sermons as lI';inners in the Hands of an Angry GOd,1I delievered 

in a neighboring church in 1741.10 This return to conservative 

C3.lvinis~ with its reminders of mankind's hopeless state brought 

about a marked increase in public conversion. Ferro describes 

the atmosphere in the revival town: "Beginning in the Northamr-ton 

church among peo~le who experienced conversion, the revival 

spread in the villa3e touching almost everyone, young and old. 

The Nbole clim~te of the town underwent change with publ'c pro

fessions of faitb.,,11 

This period was the hei3ht of Edwards' career; soon the 

tide of public opinion would flow against hilll, stirred mainly 

by personal vendettas led by such men as ~obert Breck, an 



~ 

rmini:JD llini'.:tl:;I WrlOm ....dltN:~rJs h'i .ublicly critisised. 

~;, controvers~" ensued in 17.!..l-;; bet\'l,=en the "_. a,"J Lisbts, II or tht=> 

TPviV":lli st :T,ini Gtel's, gad tht 'Ield Lights, 11 {sroul.; oJ r.:lin

isters w~o oppos~J the revivAl c~ bein; too eruotion11 in t"Jl~ Lr 

I:J.ethods. In a Jiscussion of the ~hilosoDhic~l re18tionship 

bet\-.'''',~n ....dli'1rds and '::nGl i sh j;.bilosopher Jobn Locke, l:oT'ton 

hi to !l1~kcs it c le::!r' tt'j t '::d,,; ."=.. ~.,, I ',I;li1e def"'-')c.in'- tile rolE: of 

t~le 81':lOtions in reli:';ion, b!ll::'{·~d 6.sain.:::>t bein~ ',;h:.:.t Locke 

call~d lI enthusiastic," his terr.J for t:lo.'.e "\\1'ho "<,;et re'J.,son a .. ide 

it. 1I12and act m::: reveLltioT... ',vitbollt -ldw~r.l.s foui;ht hard to. 
ef~nd his vi~ws, but, as B"er.:.n. S8yS, II chafed under t~e crit

icisffi of tole revival, II anti in 1746 :Dr.:..le his II noble l~:::;t st':{!}l: 

US ;\': ,~polo -i.st of e:npi:::'ic.s.l reli -;ion ':1nd i -:;-s ':Iort'.:ly anJ 

es...;enti·'il char'JcteriEtics. 1I13 this st'1ud Ctlffie in t~e fOrI.:J of 

the eS3rJY, "A. Tre8ti!"e Concerning Reli~iou8 :...,ffections," 

\Jhich, ::ho 1>:;11 it e ..pl·lins :"'d,~·3.:::'ds I -philosophy of reli ';ion, 

did nothin~ to S"ive hi~ froID hi~ en~ffiieG. 

These enemies ,:ere sc numerous 'lTld stron:; tu it in 175C 

1iT 
ot'r~e .. -.;. him expelle ~r0=~ hi 'llnit ill :';ortc.'-- "on. _he-

-L.,:mE8 a t.l i \, nc' doctri:.t.l .t~, 

y- 1 r ,-shi_ ti.mE:: -:>"IF''''' j •• I .~_ - f' '-"- ... ••i1lt..:. .. t, e3t;!:1~li~::.~; .~ ~I ~~.L"~ .~"cnd-J 

~.J... " f'ltL"_, ..Io1m '::'touli<.CJ, (centur.r e'll'.i. .c~r. :'bis c:.octrin _i '- 

llo'd "e 01:ildr.s::. of :~c or:'t:i!' -.:: rch "l:::.bVT. 
l... :>e a 

rt 02 t 'ontI' ct It, _ -r.~ .... ~, bJ vir~~€ o~ • ir l'~ll::' 

..: 11... .. 1·t i ci ,..l!-;" ~ i 0.1.':'. r:~~ t .-...JC .,' ~r,""", .". l~'l ~ f -, 1. ' .I. . 



__ '- _ ro -". -'- 1 J-'1 u:. i - ~ c .1. t' .let,l.'
-~ 

~pplic3nts to t~e churcb sive ~ ~ub1ic demonstration of their 

conversion. .lis enemies 40 eve~ some faithful DRrishoner5~found 

this iew to be too reqction,ry, anu ~ rcts' ~~!Jt rule o' 

t~-le c-lriBl: to un '"-I.C ,";prt 'J.b1e. 

:r.;d\'i'3.I'd~ toG i:::i 0 r ~i.U~ llut ~"", • ..1 1.1 c .l~cil r.,L 

-'- , ,iGL t .;
, 
-1. -

. 
) ,;. 

! '

'
!:f~'~" r e ~ (~~ -::e'.,. J-.. 

' . ... 1.. '; r
!.~~ i.1 lJ. 'l."'1r.' ... Vt~ r ir_ .... 

J l' ~;, , ~l~ l"~ :f .:~:. r~.. e d. ;.o"i'~i 
1 ..... . _.11 .. 11 1--- :"in • 1 _"'-- J. i~ :-.-:~' - v" . -. ..... uU<· 1 , "/-:- . "Crom 

'- J-. ' - ~ .,-'ton, ,
> 't'; ...- ri.. 1- 0(~ .DrL.. '- , .: .!. 

1 ~ ::r:.s£ionl.r,y ..... 

t 1 · '" ..L..::~:' ~!.;.2 t'.e:..'c • :1; 

1i "',.,. ~~ in '. r!Ju.;h and 

•• 0;.; 

1 ..ro';;.: C'li :; :J<t~ t· "'1 -:-t'C 

.- . ,. .. J.. 
• l::'-ll.~...:tric t; l....I ~1 ,. !...U i T,,'":~' i:1 t; l~ J.

l,,11. " oLl ... ...~t;V C ' "7r .::'~ 
,
... -

~ ~ \4 toof :ill ·..hie:-_ iG EU () . __ 1. 1 tc - .! 1 .•' 1 

·'-1. .len t, -1-~. ."~~)tl1.~ 
. ','"ir n -' ... "" 

.l. }~~ etho 1 of -';11 ~B en'=l.ui.l'J, ., ',:e11 uc~ t.~.L~~~ ·.Jf 

.• l'iJ:;i[j.~, t. be:=:!1 co :.r~d -::;0 ;:,nf'~lis!l er::lTiriFi..5t John 

Locke. ~v~olal' II'.H. Johnson sa;ys of his studies th'3.t "the two 

aU1;;ors .:.u\'..rards most venerated ','Jere Isaac lleV-Iton and. J olm 

-ocke and nothing the7 ~')ublished escaped. nis not ice. ,,16 

orton 6hite adds to the discussion b~ notin~ thut tncre wa 

some influence by these thinlwrs on LdHards, • at leastII • 
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to the extent of enc('ur'3p,int; hilTt to apF.ly the princi"';)le of "..1

niv~rsal ~aus~tion to the will, th3t is to say, to treat ~ll 

choices as havin0 t~e s~me category as Lockeian ideas and 

Newtoni:m "lcc.ler·-ltions."17 

Of the two, the comparison betNeen Edwards and Locke is 

the greater, because both strug~led with t~e question of free 

will, which ~ewton did not. he ~reatest similarity of all is 

both men's belief that the oind is at birth, in Locke's phrase, 

a tabl~ ras~, which ~nite defines as a mind which, 

• comes to have ideas only thro~gh experience, 
-'Uld experience may take the form of sensation -
by which he meant the normal five ways of seein~, 
hearing, tou~hing, tasting, and smelling -- or 
reflection, by which he me~~t what we today call 
introspection or loo~ing inward at the activities 
of the mind.18 

Edwards, however, also believed in a sixth sense, by ~hich 

we perceive the beauty of God, and which c ..nnot be ex_ l:lined 

in terms of everyday unQE"rst 'Ulllin--:. 19 .~·hite sa:.'s til3- t this 

sixth sense W'l8 a ". • . very different understanding, II and 

that the syiritual kno~led~e that ~Jward8 regarded as the fo~

tain of true religion was a very special kind of knowledGe. 20 

In snite of this departure from Lockeian thougbt, ~dwards is 

till considered to be a reli~i_u8 empirisist anu one of the 

greatest, and most intellectu~l md methodi:31, of ~lmeric8.D. 

philosophers. 
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.:'J(lw'1rds be~'~ins his 10~ic ':111y sound argulllent on free wil 

by defini~L some ter~s. Ille rrrost import <.nt term in .fart 

section 1 , is the te!.'1Il will, tv ,-ib iC:l Sd\'lurd,s ITl~'ln5 "th~t bv 

hich the mind chooGes or :refuses an:rthing. ,,21 CJne c annat ,vi11 

a t~lintf-; to ·oe one Wl::" ,'J.nd yet esi:'s i.t to be ...... t:'l€.L. '!le 

os~ im;,orr;' ':'n t he :1!'1'~e s i ':2::'8 ~ pctio' til ';'-;: l!l ever~" 

-r,
~ ~r_ct of will, or de~ire, .. 'e , L· 

.uu'::9r... ~ '..It·i:;i b o cI,,:e ., j~S s f'r n :lIt ')

~.erlt t ',:-r .. ,. u r..... J.:1

p_, "'t
'1 ... 

b~y- nL... , 

clJ 

., 
0:::' 

.... .L ~(h),lee" o~ 

1'1.1'.J.. 1 , - eLi. o~~ - ..... ;JIl1I'\~ .. 1 ,. .:~ ~3 v oJ 

. 
L 

1 
..... .:.... '1.S t 

f" j. .. I- ,..r- l"'.L 
~O:r1 " i ".. .... _ t' \",; '" 

.A ... vu, II c 

.J..
-~~l:'~l v..,. ~ r:o "1"cl·t~ .. ...otive 

"':)l~ i.: 1::' .: on i~ _ .• 1;1f" b\.:l tOle 

... _~ 2.. .... 1unders'; 

i:J.d pE..rc-=ivin.: t' 

to t .... :; 

:noLive. 

... 

Ity of 

"r .... y.,,
~~rce~ti n 

; ., 
.",~~ ...... e :> :(jr~ :est ~!.c.'~ 'i v;;, Jr L. 

ot'te r ·i:OI'r....S, Iltoe :[ill 1 i-, t::-...c :l"e~l t1'" st 

'ds s:l~'s, loes ~ot followDod -Ls"(4 ~~. ~ut ~.:.e '.:ill, 
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a ;:;:iyen eo..: ":e IT,8T'8l, b8C.~Uc·,:: it h'ill urovide .e oos1; immedi- ~ ~ 

ate happiness, but applies reason to its choice and will select 

that act which is then considered the most agreeable. 

art 1 section 3 contains mainlY Edwards' redefinition 

01 such commonly used words as Decess~ry, inability, gnd im
. ~,

ossibilit. '. ...!i· des-~rt~ i.; t'.·t; S~ t':;!.'''IS b Sa:;{1 s .. -eCl--:" ':"G

lly In":' DR fr'ee fro!lJ lIIisu.::~e. '8 i!'-' :OOelt CUflc81'n,(j ',;ich c:,,

finintj necessi c.r. lie does GO in ill'm:; H'.:lYS 8.ud at [reat len\.:;th, 

d sumn:J.rizes his Jescril'ti!')n ~s follo~"s: 

. when the subj~ct 1nd rredic~te of ~~ proposition, 
jbich aff~r~s tt~ existe~ce of UlythinC, eit~er sub

'stance, Jualit.{, ''ict, or circumst'1Dce, h"lve a full 
md certain connection, then t!:le exisb:.nce of beinG 
of th~t thine is said to be necessary in a meta
* h;:rsiC.-tl senSl: (4~,8-W3). 

hen, Edw~rds m~kes on8 of tte D ,jor ~:L s~.:rt;io~i.· of tr.e eSSi'.j' 

I.
S l'rinG ttl'1.t . . . nece.s,"it./ is not inconsistent ,.;'i th Libe:1t~r'l 

(489). The problem he must solve l5: hOl'l Ccill. predetermin3.tio 

and free-will co-exist? He will continue to rely on Locke to 

help provide an answer to this most ~errlezxing Question. 

Before idw~rds can answer the question, however, he must 

lay the groundwork by defining some addition3l terms. In ~art 

1 section 4, he writes about the two t~es of necessity, moral 

and natural. 'he first is the • necessity of connectionII 

qnd consequence (between moral cnuses and effects) which arises 

from such moral causes, as the stren3th of inclination, or mot

ives, and the connection which there is in many c~ses between 

these, and such certain volitions and actions."22 The second 
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is the nccesBitv rJ:J n'.1t'1r 11 c - , suc~ as, vhen ODe is in

jur,~J, :'le neces!'.nril,',c- :8 :'1 Jin. :.ioth t as, ~c·~v 1'I..,l,S ~}d:,r, 

re nosol.lt::e:-. fI ::"'1 !! t; -:. ,S , " e e'h..... lli:-~::~, "t:~e r~"f8ct r:1"J.y be a;: 

erfEctly con~0ctcd ~~t it .lorql ~'!U~~, 'j .~ natural ne:

e~s'1::'Y ''"'i'fact is viit:1 i +;8 n:.ltur"ll ;:'3.'.1::.,e" (4):)). 

I ~.::.(1\: lrds ~1l3o expl ~ins i!1 t:'.1. 2"ctiQ!1 ~, ':1.1 t ~lC"..l":;' Cl • 

will ID9.Y b() s tr net:i1lle.s "- otivc or iTcvi us bid.~ c~n 

, ..... ~ ~ 1bf' str'm""o thnll "':;~;e '1:'1] I _ J._ ,.., t~1C'n C"1~no t 'lf9.i.nfi 0"1" 
" 

,..,.(410) . s f~t9.tp i • (> finf;(t lIt,~LC 0:; v~ti:';io:: c. ...,'- of' 

("' .' ~ !-' .1inclin.' :'')n''(4. 
,
) . 

l 
.~ v... .: J- J._ ., 

. 
,- 1. .... '" ~ 

,. 
" 

.... .... ~otiv , ... r" 

II 'lrt 1, ion 5, dwards demonstr~teF th'1t a ~hins 

must hqve a will in ord to ~'lve lib~rty, ~nd begins to answer 

the 'luestion ~sked in ~ection 3. First, he defines t~ree 

terms: onstr'1.int 'J.S erson's bein~ neces~ilt~d to Je a 

J.. So ,. ..., - I...: f""It'-l~n.~ e-n::r'l r'" l; ill,1t 

"(1.'-. ..,.,f- ... 
...... ..... 1 

J..'T _ lL 1f .. ... ~ ~ \.~ 'J ... :- Ii:' ., " 

f, -.,. ., 1 ,I " .r ,. -v . _ 

t' ~ T r ~ • . I -, . 
il.. (' - 1"1 1-

,I ... 
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L 
u , 

.L 

e 1: n'~ """7 ~.h" is 

,. 
irici. , ( e:·:c luJ.in=:.. .... 

"orLeiJh-it myst';"~'ll belief 1;._ ~t so!!".e '0 be underEtood 

eVlrt, ror .!oJ 

,....~,teClluse e "y r,::! !I If-evi' '''i 1• ~ .1.,... i~j~ t r::u~; t b,~~v 

ccepted thro1);:b f· i th.
 

In 1: art 2,
 t;t~1~kE th~ t:·lCO.I'Y o~ free \'lill P..E ~;et
 

ortL b'{ the Ar
 '~no"{ to 1:ort· ~te, tn~y cl~ime~ 

':':.r·~that "~,n's !;-'jst action II "r, Q l.y if tHO C.:1r i~:'ons 

Lti::;fieJ.: first, !. chose ti do ~ ~!l~ secon.1, 
,,21';"

that his choice ti s tree =~is cluiill 19c to their 

rorosi tion \·;hicl. ;;tron~ly"3.ttHc'r_ ~eali~g with 301 

c.ete rminat: i.' n 1 ::i.rt ~ ~~ction 1, ~dwarJs describes t~o 

rror. as he SE:e:3 it, tL:::;; ev ct ill ic
... " V"\ 

ct of ·.~i 11. ,11en t.L~ c\:"'; 1..n ... +- of '..,il rJ\i i tE" C:IU~~~3 1:)·~c 

to tee rl i .--:;: ac '1_, i'inJs t:.'lt tLc 'tlill if' lJll" l,y·..., 

etertjined 'by a :;JI'eViOllS C'.-et 'Ifi 1 i , nnd CO Oll ..:)~C ': irJ- o ':'n

fini t:r. .11 0.tc sJ:rs t~ ~o-~d t~is view to be ir~con-

"'iste:-lt an illo~i~~l, bec~~- en, the ,.ill. CQI;lJ neVf:l' be 

.. ruly :r~e bu +- Si"
L I'€.:- -diJ~4 r£jcct~ u 

~ 'C" t _oti .. it r:.J in ~L • ori o!'~. ... n ':: 



roff 

he 

as 

as. 

resent 

snow 

can 

thes 

in :Fnrt 

'Jod b" 

Oel 

others; 

1 

ver CO' toe- t .... e ne eti''''~ 1_ " 

n "fc:-'" ). ,-, i'i ..... __ '-'e ,'lS ·th'ltlitbout ./ ',,,hie'J."

the "nature of 9. r on som.e t ~in~s are, rather tb5n 

or \'lhy they'U'e thu~, rather th' otheri'lise"(500). 

_his definition brinp;s :"dl'1n.rJE: to tbe P,:r'1+;:lesis of t':e t-,-lD 

nd predestinqtion: 

0:::" rre~ iii 1. ;., '1 

'?l :~f?ct t;:1el:e 

It is ur:on t\.-l· S I Jint t! J-'; ':"J ,,"lrJ s 1;'11 lUc:'les -'l disCllSsio:l 

~ -. , ~'ec t ion ~.' 
.Ie undertl.KeS to Drove tr..<l t t .. r~r!-_ is '3"" 

necc~sity, bee'lusc everythinG<: must have '1 ~':l.U5e 

... ~is t::e "Jrim8 C'jUSP'. ...1 it be nroven, he S'iYS, toat thin 

COrl~ to 1''188 ',i i t':~ 'J t a Gause," should n only h'lve no 

o~ the 3ein~ of God, but we sho~ld be wit~ ut evidence of 

exi :;t8nce of rm;rthin'~ •..;h stsoever, but Ol..:.r own i~edibt 

ide',:=; :11"Jd CO:lGCi8tJS . "( .-/-"'1....:" . ..e, then, !"lrocejds to 

hov.' \-Je do O't! t ieY'S is ad. tae proofs we follow bein-

o;tcriori, or from 
'-.-- 'Jnd 

L. 
v , 
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1 che rexai~der of the ess~y deal~ ~ tl: t!le co~o iae:13 

on free will xld moral necessit7. .....ven thou~;t :i1.e o not 

thi~k o~ thes8 ides~ in a ilosophicll e, ~d·d~r- s~y.:; 

ti1~L t;;elL' cor,o' s n~e to 1: ~~P 

of .:-tnd· L,"V 1 II . O;)C otl .... '... ~{~ .!'I'~f;!-J , 

c{;orJ .w '  tJ t!lP C Otrl'L Jr. ID', _, ... c:: :: :lC~ .r .v::~~';; 

rOM C1 .... 'Lll::: ;"1t1 ~ to, 
.L
L. o. ....... :t U result, 'd:: "'p

."") 'd~~C ~.tt; .1.. 

ese:.'ve '01 0 ~C1; .... + .... '·r 
... ~ j "" 4. f 

(ie~1. I'V ~ ;,r.J i",-..;_ 

on n bir·ll. L- Co ~ ,~ 
~ ~ ok .. 1 

U 
.. 1.Lx-' .1

nf the common ma~'s notions 

. ~h 5::reat confinde:.:Jce. hen3d p;rp'"t di f1"icul "t:'( underst 'll1din"") 

the sway of public opinion 9.S it drifted a\'lay- fro'- hi!=' f Iilld

resse~ hi=:> un 
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ames even mentio~s siL.i.il 'lri ti. s be t'.':een h~m:-;~ 1: 1.."1 ... t'le bero 

of the: nov ir~ sev,-'r:ll of hi:. let ters 0 00th ~eu ~re just 

beyond tne rrim~ of life ~itn ~ 'st erGed in Furit'mis!a llSI 

fO..lnd in !.'~;'.' ::,n_:l li..(-'.o Bo~:n JA-iuE s ::r:"1.1 ":trctl1::!:!-~ emb':r:ked. 3t 

t:1is Dh'lse of i.fe Ul. a new carecr--James returning to t~e 

internaL~0~3L novel ~.( w ~c~ h~ first e3r{ e, '1:_~ 

Strether Goinc abro n i fc·c fiI:t tif:le diG'~o';,~ i"-I' I;:'" t 

it is to live truly. luI notes: I' :::'lle novel he ',irate ;bO',lt 

his miJdle-a ~ed .ero Lad a sinile primary messaGe, for hi~~~ 

s well as for his readers: th'lt one ~U8t be a S "uree of 1:::.' t 

0may be cqlled 'exciteoent' to oneself ,,2L~ ~hus, ev.:m ~ It;h 

Henr: J ...mcs is of e·:,urs~ not uuoert trether, !:.U:ly simil }l'i+;ie s 

C·:l!! be found \;h:'C,:l ffi:i.y" SU..:~ ;est how ~)tron~,;:'y J')!:(:s felt a~·y:';Ut 

bi::; C :jI;.J,C t~I" ::'i::';~~·C·. for kr.o..!le~i -:e me ev,:ntuetl d~ scoverzr 

th'.t one must live ':111 or: C'll1---"it 1 s a mist'ike not to"(137/o 

r':?:t:-J(~r '1;'i.8 torn bet',/cen t~1e .L u.l'il;un-D'lsed LiD~S 0 _ ' .. 

Engl In . u. t~le DO~ 1 i-:)8I"11 :lJ.oI':~l co lc of ....u:::-c: ~. J'l; 88 

strugf;leu l-tiust t 1'1:' L!!.,~: ;,:..:i~n't":'.:.;.l o~ tL'=. 1")0' s a:.!.G. lonc~c.:. 

1 i -' ~for tLu ::.:i!::lpll.r , _C:. c'..llr.. il1it"d i:c ~1 i~ C :)!~ f.I nt ,... l'Tl

"'r 

~-

;;eJinr; bet';leell rur'i.l .:,n~l'\!l b .l!:tlin:; Lona. Ii 0 ~\r~~r~s 

fou~ht :cr f ..JldeUlen t:;,lJl1risti~i t~J t.i:-~: lo~. t trl'.? ':'J~t 'Ie ~o t 
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ore liocT 31virl ..~i?t.: :'i' ~ l.A -",,- • ...verlt;u~l lJ,
 

Ol'i -inc ...r..c. distorted b
ere 1'; 'lrlt 
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of 

I~r) 

J::-tIL.es de3cribe~ .... tret'her as a r::~m beyond t~lE- nri1!l8 of 

life, I:laTl of Good brecdin:::: ~,J1d educlti,)n bu"t"; wiCfJ. : 

financi '. dif:icultiec. 'of" says that "':trether is a -.:: r~,.ip ... J 

",c:
. i.i Ls .~~l D up~ri.nr".:' i'~ 1 \"~~. "ridden b hi .\ 8:-' , 

, ,I",onSCl'JnC8. II ":c:cribe St1".:: t te nf
 

i_ ff'l ,'IS :
 

~ 

t· Le 
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..." T,.., ~ 

,·n1;I,l(.ut 
ench'lntcr8, 

'Hh.i eve:.. before 
l· •

r!c 

v

t 
l!'S, 

•. 8 

u" ... - . 
L. -I. - 'm o~ ~tr~ t:h13r I " ). 

~C~ 

'.t:',:"-:ced :..':: r;:1 t;'.P. r icrlll 'ifferent '.-,"J? 0. ~-*·l:;.ieh 

counte r p, ':'n i"iri :TIU. t undero":o OTIlf.' i!ld of ~[11nL.--o _ • v ~"-' 

cOlJ1j ~l 1V'~ C:lr, ...,:lr·: L:':." b 

.. r,'111 t'" ~i~ 

':m~, _'r; 
, 
~ .. ~~ .. o ..~~ ';~ll~. ~·r &..- ~.." .. t-" =: ;:0'..:1 

~'tve r1o~i :f<;;~ t l"-; t e~-!.;1' ,,::: i~ t; (, ~J."Jro t,;l 

.'\'~ ('\(. L.' .,.• 11 C, Ii frl ;~1'iC'err....... or'11 CO ,."urc': - s,
 

'/ i t._ :. IJir be,~ln J . 08,1 

3·· .... - ... , life 'I reJt:cts tnt:: holD 01'::-:' ... - ]' . .:,) ,'/ .... tre t>:f·r° 
"3 il,l~.O r~C0 tG h:'s fin 11 

.... 

illGVCC .:rO:i. hi::;; r:t'it (): 

li'l of '3,,1 v in.: I'enunci l~;i~' .t:' ":':ur~",e 

is a Teter' con~i :J.. 

. - . ,- , 1
~~~bert vtret~er is ~irs~ 1. scnVcr~G, ' J::es:;r ", ..JuG :U::..l, 

",'In:,:;rt:: nc ';3 InndeJ fr,)... '-rnn.:-:",tl'Antic jo_:rney ,1...'1''1 fro:,,: 
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~nere he ~ill I~ocee~ to London, :ben o~ to bis final destin 

tioD of I'ari8. Jh~stpr, ~e is to .et his old'frie~d, 

·,ct]D'3.rs ' , lho hn:. been sever:t.l lliontbs in I:..uro e. ut, first 

e oal:.es DJl "l.C uaint X1ce with l'hria Goatrey, qn nmeric3....'1 .oJriClan 

in her 1Ltc t!.l:'rtics, ,ibn imnedi3..tel-r befriends ret~er III 

t':1e 10bb of tl 1 pir hott 1. ~be two lui~kly becorr..e fr'::'~nds, 1.ll.d 

tretller discloses ~ore to her and r.I'OVlS fond of her in a shortar 

time than he ever h<ls ",lit:l .'1 n8\v :lcqu3intance before. 

1i~ friendship \'lith his old comI':lde, ,.'a~lY.larsh·, mean'NhiL~, 

if'>	 taken up in ':':hestcr mu, then, in London and, l::itl·.r, in 

is, and tne ree beco!..e, for :l tine, clost. co 

ot~er i'JO:rds, re I' -1 ~ ~-treY baco~e c1o~ '; ~ 
';
-., l"tr~ 

1 i ~~~ '1\; ~~~:'I1 \~r.'1"""f?r')n. 1 fied
 

~ ...: 
EU1~ .... ;. ~Or.1(,H"'~~-:
 i1cre!1 si,.-, ~ 

~o ben Ie: i. 

"'Ii,r	 ~ L.... ·.... .-.,t:"_~~:.le r IAel	 s.: :;-0str~ ';;:)a .. r-.j 

OGD becf":.es 1-; ... ..is~ioD 

.,... ... - .... ! ..,b:-·u-'- ·..., ...i f1 
~ 

.... -- ...... ,....	 V,_ e h:>u	 hiln. 

rsh ~b~ut his ~ission, 00, but his discussion of the 

ubject wi t'J ',;,qymarsh concerns only tbe external details of the 

mission. '9.ymarsh disnl';ys interest in Dtret~erIS re1::ltionsl-'';'~ 

with aI's. NeVJS:)f1f". But btrether tells f.i 53 Gostrey tr:.e i-:ilclo:.. 

e story) enccur ·i by her conct~nt 1u~~tiolli~~. ~ne 

.
l 

; 
• .- , l.ll' I.,t +

of ~C-!"l::"lcxi"': ~ t:'- t:': ~-:i 

r 
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erst'ill l-~ ~1 j!'l) t' , ...1.. "'J L e~,} r.:J.8 1" .... ,. (~.j, ll~ ..i 1:'"'!:' ~ ve.:, '1.t re iliz ..... ' 

' ,.L.C :)'lC-LU;:;.L O!!::: 9.J ' ....t t"-i i:1~S &_ ~ • ~ ne ~11:~" ~U~:3£~" ~. vQ{~ CO!lrJ 

...... .LinUE:H in .; L~; role of S~:lt--~::' dnet ';on.rinJ·m~e u 

ov: 1, Ie tiue.: '!...-. 'l ,"; .)La1I.LL"1 : 'bo !rJ. OL..l [1. .sUL>: to St!'e (; .. 

. 
~ut :'\1.1 1~rs 'l11o~'!':"n,'::; bi;7 ~J 'J l-'~ .: ivc ,':~ri.e~~ for •i 4i"'; -_,1 r , ~. v,~ .. 

~.-.qon Dc:rl.~·iQn::' ,'lf~J·~n F .1.... lon . ~·i:'.~ - C:l .C : rt ·\ine j t 13 r. 0 L. ;".11 

trut' .. 

+-~ _b.e c: l'll:" I .:. :; '.Ie _ .) :~ o· • n .'V l 
~ L ~ '\~_C r

..:Jo'Jk - , ~ ....l-l;-' r;,_tlVu"'':' ... 8,-/.;(-':. ~, r. 

1 • ,; u...., tl·,c:!l ,"r~ , l "'J .. • ='- l;Ii~.Jrcc.:-:-tn~e 0 

~bo\., 'I /' ,~'J in L .~ U' LV .. cplc.l~ ::'~l 

JWur irt~ .. t n L:. n Litt:c .~il::"ul. Lit f.1 :il>.t·~:L, . , 11:;; 

, 1.;- rI'i~.. !2 
,., 

'J tret' er J.i~;o7~r~d occuJyin 

a:''1rtmp nt 'll~ :In ~trf~t:ler' s initi'll '1ttel'2pt to cont~J.ct 

the .·I'lyf,-:t.rinc j'oun", 1. ';h', ~ t t~~s roin~, h~s tR~~~ a tri~ 

to C8..llneS, :inC hi:; dtte of retlH'u is unc~rto\in, but in tuc 

meantime, vtrcther finds himSt; If1uite taken with little Ei lhafl. 

n this particul",r eveninG, :Jtrether h1.s sr~llt'~ tneatre in

vitaion to t_'e artit t, but tOne curt 1in time is fast approacning, 

and no little 3ilham. aupe.irs. ~uQjen1y, 3S t~e curtain ris~3, 

the box door o-rens, '1.Dd. in ',.;:;.lks a .::u'·u1 of stri:-{in5 arpe'Jr3nce--

IOrldly, hsndGOllie, ,lith '1. rex.'::..rk8,hle ;=,tre '.k of ,:r'ey thr,'ugh 

his thick dark bair. ,2hc .~,rounp:; m'3..n is Chad. 

'Jtrether :::.uffers through the pcrform8J1ce, unable to spe;:!k 

to Cb:J.d. or to fornuL\ te 'lny pleD r; about speaking to him alo"1e. 
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iss ~ostre:r, of cour!,e, ~noYls imrled.in..tely t:'n.-/:; the young won 

ust be the one of 'tin:! I.....tr.~ tc.er lH.l::' 0;.,' Tl , ~ ·;3b.~ i;;, 

creetl:~ cor]'!n... the 'J.tten l:iof1 of "'IC!ymarsb for the I''''" t 'J!'1ds
 

e pl'1,1' 1P"1-"--::'tl"; ..5tretn r"I' fre: to adju. t to tL!') .situl1ti
 

ut 5tret.... 8!· c~Jn thin'f. of nO~~'1irr": t o but to sit obediently 

in the box until the r-erform'lnce e',ds; OIl ~~, the:"- does h-::, take 

h9.d out of t'~t" t'1eatr p , lrnvinc; Eiss ~ostreJ and ·v!aytJ':t.rfJh to 

their	 Odn devices. 

v~r 'l dr1.n~:- in ,q f]uiet rest~ur:lnt, ....;tr(;t~ler ID,ll~es his 

eve. I~ te ll-::h .1.... his +- ... e"" I ~row~ng co~eprns ov~r her 

0"1 's \'Je l-b i.n :. , 'J"S"::T'qv~ted b '11' ,-,,-' c- 'vin~ r.ot lrit ,_ :or 

so lon~. It is rev~ql~d th' t.I"__ S' fr~~i ... h'Jl ()f 0,~i!'l.... 

• J...- ~ .. volv"d , i S"reTJut ab' .- , '':1 '1 , l:n vh~l is ~re~tly 

e lOS i:o t s t~l'l t t:le f !.oi 1 lOii-t:lind~c.:. t- ls.pec t 

.....uch a thin~ ~~d st~tp.s th~t, l r~!':ul., •_u tc ....r- b::Ick, 

othinc, 8:lu c"rt'.J.inily no-=:; 3. un.':iTl, ~Ci1.Jl "to! ~::.ir:J • Strether 

implores Ch[1,d to SJ.y he will br(;':ik of [" Ott once 'H.d return wi·t• ... 

hin. ~hfi.\,i rest"on t"l'i.e l1e r'.:JJ',,'3 ,L t!lC ttoJO t ,- e:. ."ill 

et '110 ''J'lrv~lo'~G: tI't't"~CI', feel in'" hit a-

Ii c ':las n~it ·..'n1t ~p. '.ad in "1lD but tI'"'in"~ to be hO:"f'i'l1 l 

retUI'!lS to hi.:: hotel f()[' his'Ji,~~ht;ly corrGs~on,-hnce -.oJ'th :":.rE;. 

ews,m8, ~nd tb~n Q o b0,:1. 

::;bad ,"lnd 'n is frir'nds ente.:.'t'lin ...,l;re the:!:' 8Jld h is l'rienJ~-

o seve.!'~1 ace ~ ,-:-:, C". "I!"ter tr"-i s ini ti. '1.1 co~v€'rs(lti~ , 

,~"'ost momento,~s of ,/Dic'j i.:: t·~· "' ..... le lI+'J	 ''; of 

of 
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lori~i, tII'? c;:;t ...La ~:- ~.:..~ 1.;. It is Jr t Jst tretht3r ex

ects to ~cct the two fe~~le friends whnm ~h5J h- insisted 

thst Jtrether reffiai~ in :~ri~ lonG anou to meet. .Ie n'tO 

earliL'I' ~u8sti,:):1...:J lif;tl2 .2ilh'lJ:1 abrl''..lt ~:lC idefiI;iL.v of t_e 

'orner.. nn-) learne;l t:"'~t thf..:J \L t~o ~uite lovely 1 i uotne::

its ,10 and exuber'!ncc. --ez", .jtret:aer ma'..:.:es his gr'md dec

laration to little 3ilh~~, ,,5':1:'ibed. b,-/ J :utA 3 in t~~e l-·ref'lce 

to the !1')vr'l :J.S bein~ t~1e seed of t,_ J3,UCht up in 

e flo~1 of Ii l 

'J- '- .. c \.0 ~L.. - 0 v 

, ~ ... , tl'O '- l~_ !; J, 1 ... lon .. 
,., , 

_. 'I ,
' 

, ,,.. , 
~J-, '- .J- '"
 

.,
 ... ' i l' k1.'1.0 .... , l-

l~ . ! ' 
~I_-...I.. _ P L. ... 

,,~ 

1 

v 
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r, ~ 

~ t_ 

U (;'.n; i'- I - "l I'd. ~ I;. : . 0 ~1 c"'c CO. It J00r.~11 t :11..) -1'.1C;. ~'''l Tt.:t e l' 

at YO~J. do in F';"J.rticul·c:' so lon~ as you ~~vc your life • If 

you h'lvcnJt hfld t~'3.t, .1hat raVIJ 
~ 
'rou 1'"1d.?"(137). 

,Iftel' tl1.i:~ p'T:-tJ, .. trether h'l!': oc~assi'Jn to see ::ad"Ue 

]d Vionnet sevpr~l ~ ';ir:les, bot" qlone 8.11' soei'tl eVe!ltc."' 

in.J.s hir!3elf it t'l.':en by rrr->r, :.lnd ineI'ed~iin,:ly conVinC811 

.L.. 
~ i~ "or J~'i .. , if., ind.ecd, ~t - ")~! ,iiJ: ist I· 

. "- ' e "virt ..lo _01' l" 1	 '= ltl, t t ~iL'1 

.l3.G .-:iv'''n :\ ..1. ' P.1 polis:1 and 9. ';101'1 ily air, ·s e 

o rJl f' t',:':l')n .1 :'Ju:::h ~7 ,- '...1:1 '-~ .\'r:E2l..CiUl 'lrd tl..L!.'nt1 l him int:> ~i!,.6 

egan:; :,uro_. ~'-lr :::':~l ~ let",an. In s't.ort, .tr€'tl:~;:, no lOll~."r ;:;hln-..ti 

• ' l-.'t wis~ to roturn U~ I... 0 1"-6.- ~i 0 I' 1 C" ; l ... cO!lIJidel'F 1. a cri.:le to 

o	 so Jor ~:I'et.;er t_'l~ sLe is i v~ 'II ~ t-. ':;lnd,
 

d ~tret~2r c~nnot bplr ~~e idea of ~h~dIS Bb~~donin~ 2UC~
 

be'3.utiful 8.nJ nr;ble
 

_his c~C:lJ)_,..~e of'ltti tl1d8, Ileedlesc: '-' " cr';'1-:;-::; ~UCil 

Kcitement in ;,Joollett. ~tr(>t::er h;.15 becrJ. cOJ:lI:iuni~r':!.tinG reg

ularly iii.th 1.1'8. I'~Nsor.le 'lbo ~i8 rroGress. rna conscien

tious to with-old the truth of bis np.'1 convictions, L,ret unsure 

o~ t e ~TIop~r course tc t~ke, vtret~8r Gives the f l.:Jji l~,' in 

oolll'ltt the i~~~esr,ion that he needs, so to Sre'lK, fresh troo? 

sent in. 1'0 this end, !l ::le\-l brig"1'ie of I1ID.D'l3s3.dors is dis

patched, TI8.IDely 5arah roeoc l ., her husband Jim, '1.Lld r.aI!lie, 

Jim's prettJ :"(11111[; si::::::tL~, \ho t:1e .f:i~Lil~1 hOP8S will some-l'l.j' 

become ~h1d's bride. 
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fter the focock's arrival, ~e leaves his frienas q 

~es ::t lqzy lei surelJ- tri:-> Ll'lto the .French countryside. ue 

d.ep=-l.rts "Jit'~ no pl ...... , schedule, but wit ·.iroDl l ~li c ~'l~ ~ 

1i< in~ 0 :J Tench country~ide 

hicb h ';. Ion u In 'j snop, out could not ~f[orJ. 

n I"lO hie. r "·:c'"'lble.~ 'trl~. ~ v:'e,l, ~8 '11 :ii~-

b··.rK, -1 ~':'::: H ~lk !.:!:lr ..... .\.... ~ 
ll .. ...L 

un 1 " ~.'i 1 

L - , ,cpfu ... .l.n 111-- II hib 

- i'1 r t. rr;I;I:.~r leqv('.:; the city of !-"jrt3 b1;t cannot ~et 

way from its peorle. For t'lerp., on tile terra of a rustic 

inn, where he si ts a ',.,rai tins hi s sup'per, ~1e s:'ies a !:,IIl:>ll bO'lt 

~loRting 137ilv down the river. Its OCcu:l'~nts 1.p.:-- e~·] rnlaxeal' 

in t ii'iTL 
,::. ; " t; G O.'OiT.-: :~oun anu Etrl.r...; , l,~i '"; l'~J:r COffi9':t:-.i 

: l- L"....~,., ion I -,,'1 t: ' - 1 tn .: l."~ J,. 1 [ ; u ~ 1 .; ~() .... ! l.. • , 

es fro "or Vq~ i1..~ ...." -" !1' J I' i ve11 ir '-J , 

.I.ne f) !;'J(:: r , ·11....- v .1 1e t t~·:> 

hat the t .,,0 i t() ...tret t 

ey liTe :uit'" ellio by ,Ii t .. ')\..l.t 

si~n 1;,'".1 ae not noticed. L"i'2.!: i'irst. _0 e l ter.tioL, 

tret~0r ellIs loudly t;) t'lr . 'tnu t ome a j i:1l.'.; 

eli~:;ht "it tIle coincid~nc~ ~~il~ ..... ~I'Ct r tines 11 Lmc3t2 1 ~ m'-j -in 

excuses 1'0!' 'l::'f ,. ro;cnce ~~ t"! inn. 1 thO_l -b :: 1e 

;<ionnat 'I.r.d '::h'11 do tfl"~i:r' Dt';--r, ~CJ L'UR tn~ trllt , i t t1f~ ~ ~J~\ ~ E: 

tC' ::tr ':1.(>::- +: .~ :.~; t' 1 ~ t :le t:~ ...:, ~~ ~, '~Ln t .j it' t; fO'1 J ,.... L~ ~ 

but ft''.... t.:. r: "'1 i ., ...... I ; ',?ll. .::'1'1(;.1 :1 JV0 an l.tt'i~hIne.lt th';;lt 

1 
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y be virtuo~s in the se~se tlJat it hil~ done tbe~ both good, 

, '"\ut it is by no mp.9£ 1 I. cen:;, [-If t.r ler tri'3d to 

elieve ~ll 810n~: .:J.clD the ni,.~ht srol,olS cool and r-:adame de 

roduces no wraps, utretber r~ali~es that the ~Rrments, along 

ith their other nersoll').l belonGin.:;s, are at an inn', ',.;bere 

the two, no doubt, intend to return for the ni~ht. utrGt~er 

can no lon,,,er ::>..v io. the trut-'1: l:;'r.ld two are ha'.;i!lQ" '3.ll adul terc,.lS 

-<'3ir • 

.rhe,Y h~",ve their rut~gl ':lllU .rD'1ke :J..rr'.inr"';e~rtents to return to 

i~ to~ether th~t ni.~t. ne next daJ,-trcther receives 

note from I-hd'--tm8 de Viannet '15king him to cgll. tie clOes so, 

and discove l'S her lookir:, f vI' the first time, her r1.ge, ~Jhich 

1,S her lr.:.te thirties, but still beautiful :lrld ~E:ntle d ir:lsil _. 

hey talk, an:} he finds he ~:3...C::,-,t jud,:': :-:T' '1[) n.r: indecent 

womm, - he was yrepired to do when he first ar~ived in Euro, e, 

thoug~ he \-Jas ignoI':tnt of c1n;ythin-:; a:>t)'Jt c.er. :ie realizes, 

inste:...J, '1:10 ..: bOO.1 she I'~:nlly is, and !:lO':,' co:nplet ::-1,)" -:Jront; it 

'iCuld be f'lr ,]h::t1. fors:'11"", l:er Lor tile business and f:.'J.r.li ly 

in (;00 lle tt. 

tTether meets again wi~h ~ha j tells hiill his olinion. 

Chad insists t.:qt l1e 11=01.. not tired of 1':ac13J1l8 de ~liom~et, '-il

th01F:n ..:tl'et....:e.r f<";' 18 tl-~ 1t ~L'lj too :r~u ~!l. "",tl'<.;;;~ ~t.:r 

can tell b:" Jh~d' s 3ci~m-1.~1-;:; 01 '~s to by hi~ lover t~at 

he ,·ri 11 not rerrni~ lons \'lit .a :> -'e v iC'!1"1f't, but ,ill "or

" 
saK~ ~ler for hi~:; f) • .', • ~,~llf i ..::11 -= rn.1 • .... O'l:J, is t.~e ~m_' it:1 ·'C.le 

.."i t~r.. v i~G':;~. "'; i -'; i ~.ri tylax :'l,rr j 1 C0(..'::'. +-1-1•• ""· .. :'J~ 'Lrlt~ ff~C l:n ~f] of 

~ -1--1.ot:ler:: , r~ 1.>.1 t;~18 '1bi 1i~,; r to fe!'::. ju(:~~;:.;.ey·t 1:1 t.:;.~J on r::on3t'cltl./ 
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ch 1 ngin rinci;'les: lJl ShOTt, .J"" is ~uro1e. iho~Ch ~urope 

is also free, exci tine:, '3.1i ve, unprejudi ced, and .re sponGiole 

for such fine snecimens 3.S I-.tula.nHJ de Vionnet, '3..t its ':/orst 

it proc:..ucs:: r.l like ';rl"lJ ..;: 0 tli 11 not foIl Or; t'oei:r:' 0 ~on-

c.ipncr,s" or pven "ckno'-Jl t~L1 t tjeJ h~v~~ one. It L-" not 

.~ ..the lov :1' ot" _·c~ ....tret:--.er dis;:lrr-rc'vl's; h'~ 119.~3 learned 

enol~gb in .suro T e to :r:noi'l th'C~t t:~e:L'e Clre crines far :,'iorse than 

viol':3.-:in: sociql norms. It is th~ rejecti. or true love fOl" 

monet'lry r:'lin of 1 __1.ch vtret'1er disaI'~r:·oves. '1'he fact that 

this beh;:;ivior \Iollld. be :lCCb ted in .':.uro C~.iUses ili t rejsct 

not .lust Lad, but t.u e as ~ ·bele. trether looks into 

his c\...n6cicLce, discovers tn~t be C9.:rlTIot tolerRte s',lch ber..Hvio.r 

s ";h-;:lCi I S <'ina lrr~o',rs he mus t l~ 0;.'.'13 1 ~.:.r 1. , I ~~ ~~.t con~one~ 

SUC:~l	 behavior, I' b~hin.~. 

Before ~1E' C 'n go, h~ ;:;]'J.sr, !.;·we !", fi'1~l :n~~l:inc hit!: 1113<"' 

horne	 o~ain, eV8n tho'lP-:Zl he 1\."10\<16 he has lost !"'rs • .LCi-Jsome 

pand all th:Ii, the loss me1ns. rej ects comfort B....r"ld securi tJ~ 
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in ....Joollett, e rejec love and eJ.Gitc.n.:;nt ill I <J.risj 'le r'lUS 

of ti~c in ~":l~ eh ....trether d'ltolcd in tutorin· • studyi.n'~ lUH, 

-;r • anc v:ori:inc il1 j o~rn"\ ll;;~. .... is vie'\'1 of :hild i~ ~1130 somel.,.1", ...t 

diffrent i 11. t ~-·Lt3 Ilt,roject. 1I In this C.1~~·'" , in":;tc'lU of "lFTeein 

Wl tn t.rs. :;e~'n~o;'" o ~he lo~t st~tc of her son, Jtret~8r ~c-

cepts the w .~ ,~ " '";"1f~ '10 'm,'" :Jl"l.n iJi th t:1e eit>:itude of . 

of the vlorld, althou~h he does conGider to be sooethins of ~ 

brute, sO!:lething hif; mm son wou neV8r 1 - been • .-'C 



32
 

Other v~ri~tion3 include d .•""~ ostrey' s rresC:!lce :1 t t~e 

rden -::ty, ~'Ihic~ sne 000;:; :riot ~ltt;end in l.te nD~rel, '1ll.J her 

O"illed;~ of J('·lYl..... Ie ~o ~in I'l.:ITrirq:..J-2, \.'llicb. sb.~ c0nc·~-.lls 

77 
... , ~:ro:n ~tr~ tl1cr 11 for .~ .... D~m 2;000. II:';, Iso different in ~tretherts 

hm.,rinc Jim arcund .1 nris; in tn..:: novel, Jim spends much time 

eXT;10rin3 by himGel~, and even visits M~d~~e de Vionnet \lO~ 

... urthcl', ";b..:id, r ~3d H:F :::. '/ionn..-.t, Jtrether do r ot sen"'~r'lt 

fter t~8 fi,=oo lD CO~1.ntr:;; ~te' j, t:ley rLl~ i·· t iJu 

c',: to F'lri;: to "ether. 'in'1..l1y, ~c chronolocy of t~e l~Lt 

chnpters vqrics. (:"tretL.,~r e;oes to see I':'lchme de Vionnet ~lfter 

the co mtryside ::-.cene, 'L'1d then to see Sarah": ocock, ::lbo bas 

not yet der,arted, ncc ording to the "Troj ect, II then to see ':;L,.d, 

then onc·"J ~L'::'1ir de Vionnt t, tl.p!l, fin 11:;- , to 

see ~iss uostrey. In t~e novel, of cour~e, 'II' tn'S Je!"-,rtrtur·"' 

....is 'J~tl·l t trt.'::-•.-;r':-; c:- tr..,t=:;i:e: vi::. it, ...L v ,;::",~ch '- 0. 

.,• .-1- ~ • -. 4
v1.S~"~ • ,.1 Je Vionn':. "'nc..-', oJ ~:l r·..., J 1'.1. ., •.;0:,J 

~..: 
., 

J 

sever':i,1 t i::H i • 

~he [receelin.:; c:ynopsi'J L-; neCC3S'lr~: to rID undeI'~-'; ;ndinc 

of ,-'tre tr: p !' 1 :. , ::itude~. 'u' they bCbin to CC'l.n ~e r~r c.. 0 ..; fl'" 

CG:nes to be a ':-uriUin ,.. fre~ will. ~o :ever, any ~ttecLt 

'"1-to 3.rriv~ COD.clu~iO:ri:-j '- ~. lookins oj, 1,10 :llo!le ".,:ou.ld b· 

useless. 

In'Jrder to SC0ver Wh3t rro~pted .rether's fin~l re

nuncirJtion, one 'Eust fir::~ undc!,::;t;·.nd th attitu~es of ":;' e 

ch''l,r'1ct p T vl!:l"'1n ;;:t.rether first; r:I'!'i.ves in ~urope. "'he3e i!1iti tl 
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titudes ~re i~rort~nt, specially in terrJS of hO\r' they ch:mr;e, 

oa for t}:e influences which affect these C'hWl::;' s, because it 

1.5 imr,ort'1.:lt to rerlember thsrc the foreboin~ SJ110fsis does not 

constitute	 e whol~ mqtt~r o~ the novel. Rather, it is w~~t 

trether t"!1in:~s :'ir_ ~ i M " :'1 s ~.! q~ n • the .: t; or:' . J ,"ll:l1J 

.... .ilets one know t~~t tte 'J ry i:; :1.!- .nt:rc.11 one, 1..1 r "C::',n"""" 

ne~o.f concret .vents be: tr..e ve!7 ':)~~l=tr ~'Jtness of t:"e languJge. 

an ..:' tt ""rovcs t~is ide:! to be true in :'1is 8T.)lic:\tion c,j' t"!1e 

irrot ~'lr '::-:r1~h of :rne Amb'1f'0 LOI' in ·"hieh he det':i15 the.	 - ~. 

variou ~r:J.!I'iliI,,-tic:ll 'md s~!-nt'1.ctic·.l P tterns of the p'1.r'1t;r3[h, 

and 'tu.::mtifies the 'lDUnC'i....'I1Ce of intr'1Dsi tive rcl1.tive 

rO:lOun. 1'1C. ...lb~ tr 'C u "uns. ..e 52'"",-,. _'~ 1 ~cr~cr~ t; 

im 'G' .~ , 1 tl-":~I~nf'ti:"'tr , h.' r~I:;l'iti- ->i ,r·i 

int:"lEi i '/ , ", .! ]c.OJ	 ...........
 

.J-'	 ~ ~cO-us ... , .... ,;i'	 itc~" ~+-, 

c:ccrr;t~ l~__ edi:"l tel.' I" J.r~ "'"' -/-- II Ilti 1i" -Y.i.J.l -j 1 uli': _II -, .""" 

-, 
~~ ~ ~vh- .1'11'r t::i.7e. .1 ~ ....

v 
; 
• -,-..-.1"",..	 -' ': G ~ i ~I c, , Itt 

,	 . l- ~ II.., (" ' .1 , . OJ :~ t";',~T" 

" 
~ 

1 
J-_tb? ....1 .. ' TI-" 

I _ 
" ....	 tr ~l ,-. ':i',n 

~~ 

f- ~ .II:' iat~ belip.ver

thn.t, by loc~ti ~R nJr~~inn in the lliental world, James 

freed himself from the restrictions of time ~nd cl ice. ~~e re

cognizes ~hat this cl~ceup~t in thp. ~ind C3uses tQ8 novel to be 

O:!:'C()Vl~I , 

+.	 y .,.more difficult, ~lll:	 !J'~C .'" 'ril:: GC of ... O'.lD -_.... . OJ	 ~ 

.....f yof ~.rorl ,:)u.!"l.~ , 'l:1.1if:' - , L'1	 c. e}:~ 1 J.i' .. u 

o 
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t' 1 =" r .L. till...) t l_ 

.... 
J' 

i. ..... ro t 

t':'l .3~ 1 ~ Vel' 

ic~ f'liu .... 4· ' . - :'rct.l' 1., Tl'; 
1. ... 

trp,; 
.... oJ 

l-'ch

.. r ct.i') or .... ' 

~:-e c +-1.'.. ~ t; one lI!'.lS t 

look ~lS '.jtI'et~,,··r' s ,.tti:i t _" 11 ti~t.-:t i:l .t.uro, _, 

tnro'J. ..) i!li tial IDf;!".? t;iE.,., itn";h~ nd ~OPfi~: just s~or~ 

of nis momento de r. at t~le t;3.rder. plrt;y. 

In 6enerul, .trether l s :3ttitude u on arrivinr: in r;urODe 

lS informed in p'~rt DJr hi!'; o'em b lckcrouna., ~i:'ld in r -iTt D:, 1;£._ 

mission he lati b,:;:~:: ,ft>nt ":'orth to :...cco;npl~Eh. .jut in Book I, 

o-:Jes to [ostrone tb.e reu!lion i'li t .. 11·.i.,Ylli~ ...rsh for 'is ion;: :i::; 

possible. "'" sudderll:" , le hi~self I- i':C~ up'by r"1.rs..:.. ~len , finds 

Gostrey in t~e hotel lobb ::JDd thru!:t into c')nverE~tio~ ~itn he 

Here oc.::urs t' .. 8 :i~ - <:ocific ";entior.:. L the ilnrr'.tor of 

-.ltrethrT IS R t t i tu·k. :hen t ..cir Gcm'.n~rsation first bc ~i!1s t 
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11, "their attitude l'e.1.aincd, none tile less, !;::U1:; of not 

fors _lkin~ t:-"c board j "i.!v: t~le f' f "c t of -chis in turn WJ.S to 

;,ive th€::l t.~ !)Tl:'U'lr:.mce of vi:1'::; ~cc -~r)ted each. othel' ~'Jit:-l 

"''''sence 0: ~relimin'lries CO:Ilr1et;e"(1j). 

'..rllis iIDBedi'.lte r.J.CG(3"'::::>!:c-'". of ::;'.Ilot:-~~~ is U:J.COITL10n for 

ret!:Pl', anJ c3..rtuall:i '.lnhe'1rj of in ,oollett, ,Jher..: ncw ,1C

'1!'~ :r.c,c1e t:1r,_';"~l ror..~d introJ.uctior._. -18 j 3..~j-

tinct ior.l. of ,.:.Ul'() n lr': beRlin to ~ork on _t.r~ther 

droDS his :::;<.lurd in -.front of tb ~5 l·d.,.. of ...uroI '2:1ll soci ...::t:,r 

em he hq~ n~vcr ceen b8fora. 'trether' oIll~' i:r:tO:lS t~ J.t; 

ent~.r· . I,..,: .::-:ic sc ~o21~ be "'~it~ 

iSCOD : l>~l ... f.::'o I-_e seas. of :'1i co . ,t '1~d .~ Iiter

all,] b8Gir,llin'~ then a!ld t'r-JrE;.I1(?O). His 3.cceDt·t~'':I~ o~~ ::-18 

act DCtr'~G t"::e b8f,in'1in ~ of his dtti tudin':\l Ch::lLHP fror:; tne 

marrov.-vi .::;ioneJ. m'1D. 0 :oollett to th8 iurit:1n I!lSUJ of vision 

he \·;ould bC80IL9. 

Lne c~~rdcterictic of t~e _ frow. ,:ocll~tt is hi; relu·- 

~cc tc I .~ .... ' _ 1.or ~;J. v, rlt: _~ en ~, I t:'1"'l1_ 

'ecl:; , ~ ~e n·J~ not only hCC~ tt.'i iss ';~EJtr.-y kn rY':i;3 t~ir:·~-

the he does no .0,.; ; 11'" .oe8 it It ':18 goo !:llli1ouredlj ,IS i.::~ i-::; 

lifted ;} bUI'd':'11 11 ~'I\ 
) . -~is reI ionship with ~iss Gostrey makes 

hift Ie-l ;:oDs-.Jr.qt Guilt,,', a £celin~: fo~tere(i in i';s I'et>il_~uts 

by " ue 9.:: old ''C1011'?tt''('':;). Str~:;tr.LeT' e~tions ~:ether it is 

p jostrey, 

11,1 thinks '): +11Q effect it 'r. J.,l.... j,rod ~e in <i lI cer"1in '::;1';; on II 

-ii.:"loJ·:.tl ... G1' v ene'\.lr ,~ 

f .. l
~ I,("3·). rh'!" is on 0._ trctt..r's ~rli rebellions inst 

':"'.,. I 'Jro"" ._1 --"lh-- t~'"' w..... /",(3J. L. ~1. •--.J.: l '111 !le t iu7 S , II L. it ,'ler, . ...~'-' " _4J J..l"-,J..,;,, • __ 
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f'~el. 1t 0 i::- :'ptt b·.lClC~r d. ")oollett 

isn't sure it ou~h t8 en,joy," ...ltr her explains(<-::». l'he 

chal"'ter onclude with the couPl. I , lliscovery of ~:.'111::ir sh 

waitin rJ:'i ~r ... 
v h hotel. trette~'s r~c~~~iti 

f hi~ c IJ.S~S 11 ot~ler o~ re r ,rr .:>t ':J '... -ve : 

' ..+nl r"' ... 
. 
2. '_ LoJ 

.&..1 
~ , 

~ ,; 

>-, 

l 

... 
.. 
.l 

:.. 
.I .L 

11 

e" ., 

.. 
l:.. u '

; I • L 1" ri .. , I .. 
~• f'~_ wI' rnv _d t""'t'!""r~ t.l .. ,_,r t 



37 

'lsorJe • 

ou 

es 

..... sne .....1 

oth 

s ne'.'; 

o!lcerni 

1"'0 

" ....en 

c 

refusal 

to'I','11rd. 

chil, ... 

him 

W'lS 

best 

the 

I11h:,: 

sbips: 

·tude t . 'l.j'I::n:.' g; I : C> , .:;.; i of • -".j" rS!1' 5 L ~~ " 

e "lIl <..t '1b i 1 i t .:01 i i ton;u ~r: ~ll)l ro~_..ri it;. nB" 
seen t '" It :..tl'ct:.cr is fortable t!J.lkin:'." to .:r.~l U':. 

'lbo,;.t t' ~ns:-i )~l 8'1 Ab .) ..:.:: ~ i ti I'e 1 ,,'i t;. !·~rs. 

1. J. .... r;mhLort "ill '1 tV _ 1 l't; ret, '.1.c~ us:, i oes ,11. ~ll ons 

nir;} veteJ infor!.1atio i tl. :'.is: antr ... 

,..".,., ~. ~. tretr 1 c'O~ood rs an.l 1 :";:e ~..'I - c' 

.'im,'.e beLine to se m critically at t e end of Book I, 

t!~r 2. ':'tretb.er is rel1in'lc:d of ,j IIbiC, ~nubbed chilc. 1I 

layrr,'1.rsn '1~;ks \-Ttl"-At ...trether is oj')i:u.s t 10 wi' 

tretner hal earl~er -'-,- is s ..e~;tion ~o 1.iS3 ~o3tre~y 

hi:::nself, ,gn 'I'mnders if he, 00, so~~ded like a 

Streth";I' an 1 ,'>'2TIhL. ~2'_ :~row [ur1::.1er rt in t ~e nove 1, 

artl,v bec"',,:lse of -tret' ,lesire to le':!.rr.., ::ina .;aJIDars~ IS 

to do so! ,-tret:., r le:.>.rns from :',i53 ..1ostre' suet ~hin',:,s 

to order 3 proper :::uropei=J!l br," st, :her J :0 b'J.y t~le 

.........clv t'J.CS at "- .,;,v T'lCi ;,~ I inc.!. hl;~'l readil to idr:ontif 

~ ..... .... 1..~. ~ ..>C"!t1v"l~·i..:>''':'s "r.• ~ _ \::,1 one see n :r..'3 .... , ~T' !1t f LL r:: t l·~ .. J.·~I·e • 

i'. lr!'" ~or : :)-88 t,~l -;; t:l~ s::-~ifti:l~ rel"l::ior:

~If'.~ ': s ;-;1-l :lt ir::.sell' t~1cr, :L~~t E11

re'uly [nod b'1,I,[·enLd, rc~~ll;! t '1 ::cm r 
, of ;~'hicn ',-. ~lou.tiD 

into 50ci~ty q~J th~t an 011 frien 'eserted on the brink 

'tl'1tchin'- the force of the c\lrr.,;mt: II (~r»). 

Jook I is concerned dith ~treL:er's chJn"in_ u itu<les 

v 

I~yr.rl'-l.!' s'b I Lis2 Jostre,.f, 'lud 'YiO~t:lf, 1. "~~')ll-

,..
J. • .L.*-......~ JG~·t r~:! ~l_,~' 1" t:' l:~ 1 :'-:1~S or '::;'.l i 1 +; '~n ~.l T'.fu:JioG 
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:i t:: l.j(~r _._ ~ or: t ....-... -'- -' ... ~ e 
conc~r ...... ...J ~.i - Cl~O'}il_~... " " 
",bys:" n~ ._ 1s o~enin u. i.:use1f qnQ ',1"l.vpw";Esr 

oes OE to '"~, +-1 1':. t j 'J J":!n r s ::; n success, but t\".1 t; b .. i:n~elf 

II (/..l-~).is 'l II peI'fE.'~ tl~r e~l1i (~ ·J.i1 e c~m~)~es his id01 

of freedcfJ to i -l.7I:1;u'sh I "lild S'jc ..... t:-:~:I.: tho r,1.' li.J... e G.i.ffp .::'ent. 

ayrrmr2b I S notion of freejorn .is to be 'i.ole to sgend :.op..ey, :rnd 

e does so across turOj 8, eno!:;; tr tin; '1. Cl":1nd ~~ind of freedor 

:~iss :In.i e ,.-. r;>~pr_.1. t"\,,) ,...~ c/", "O::'1cr,'d...... l r"'a-e"(1'1)'" ~,'Thieh GOGtre;.r •.;tr _ ..... .... .,;:) '" " _.:: • 

ut for Strctncr, the price of freedom is hi::her ti.um fOI 

a:r!Jl1.!'sb, ......bo pays J"lercl'T \.;i T.1 0ney, ",·:hi..cn he ~ ~s in H.bun:1~"mee. 

_is freL'doffi is tQe forsakin~ 0: his YD.st '3.5 he s'()endG an un

preced.ence ;,Dount 0:' ti:::.e in -et.e compElDJ of arisian soci :11

ite. ne '11::, t:ies j-n::t tj, ....:.s ~os-:; hiL.... .....he en,.!.'..1.ires 

about the rrice, 'L'1d he replies II ,211, roy p st--in O~~ ~re') C 

1uTIl!.• t no rnqtti.:;r, • I'll rg,y \<;i tb my l'1,'t renn:'" (41) • 

.~(-' b.,~ :_vident'111~t t;ive l siz~qb1e first instq11ment, or 

in .r3ook II, re8doID ID2nifests it~e1f in hi. .1 
~ontrolled per

ceptionpll of the ci t:  )und hir:(Ll-3). r:is ~t, n:l.:.:..Lel~r .j'oollett 

:"',i~ ~ '" nr~ , r1r.~ ri<"" [ ~ t;.L cn ~ ·......LO .. "-'".... ........ in .... ' v ..... r~ it: 

01 :r',,~'i lL.:l ,ris;.":. ~ :. ~.:I o ,+" ..... - J....... J. J1,.1-<"; 
.J.... 

t"lo~l\QJ.i: rr f,e,:c n '" .1. -' - .1-.;)0 t:: 
.L. -""" r 
\oi_ I. M ~C~.. I ....... ., l!lJ 

'le is cO:l!:,cantl:....· l~eoir.. <..l~ .i"' 'lorn ... e =ee~ .< ...,!'... 1.T::\C t er in 

l~ .T, \. YOllTI  l.:d ::> if 81"',<.,.....,.. too10 

..,
II ~{lso 1 -'':,-' r.:. ('" II ( ..I, " )" •':oul ~l 0-:: 1 ... ~U °u 

.J.... , .J... ., '\-., .f ~• 1., ~ .......,
-. ~ .. 't"'l""_ .L. .... ~;'lC 0: ~ L5,",.1  - . 001



,. ,
 

, .., .1c .... , Y1 , - • I ') i u! 

!:\:l L.''': t; ';h i n'.-:i'1'- • :c be~r)TTIes t woutnriece of ~ool:ett, 

d us ot'lre Gtrai~ lt ahr;nli in or(ler to do so, lest he see 

anything \lhich ~-.Joulc C;luse his pcrcelJtions to run :lbo'id ur,.

controllt'!o. 

He continues S' eakin .. for .·!aollett on ttle r-uuj ~ct of -;-' c 
, 

J :.~usin0;-:;:'~ o'..l!'~e\.l b:r j.r , 1" .• ill ~!l !:t.:;,!' it. 
,i ..in:3 to L1.! ~ .1 

., ,
6r!'~~~:::1~' , ... ; Ll. u.l' .., 1-1:a ~ rl )~.. "n~ ~:J 

....t " L. , L 1/ . , _'1 llC 

or t~~A "ll~lit:. 0:; t'l nJc f'~ ""r _ 1,. fL 1-_. 1 I ;h' J' "1:T,

,. I- 1 •') 1- 4~ 'J verJon'. t? l. J8 _ n'J 'j _0-,

, ,on,T.~n::; inalso. Y'l'? L 

n~i-Il1t3 a i!,'). '" . ~-

!~div ! 1 I i I P-. 1 -'-{J 
I",t :. '-'ov j~ if I -(~"':i", 

by tin. 

.. 1 
-

~
 n 1:: '-~ ~ t; tl .. p ~O·.I· "Y'~ ~...:.. P"I [; ~ : L ... i.... trt ..
 

-T 
~.:'0(.. 1..: --. .e :i..G.l·i1 ... s. ~ r'~. :.e i - , ' ~ I't'V~ 

.f." T~I: 1 :~i".:". ,P- i=; .,L_e ;rli t~)r. re.!.'erenc; ~a.l.d 

,L.' (">of 11'1 ~ n C..f.' on " .. I""; l)~" r·~ !' III IP. ':::t "IE he 1-'-1 t 2- it 

fa:::' ' _;:J 

l~.· 0~~c:1J the thinJ I'~ reduc~d to doing for 
myself. It seems to rescue a little, you see, 

rorr. t:.. e wred: of hopes and :J.!nb.i. ti "I~_~, t'::.e re
ll1se heap of disaPI,ointments ::md f .lilures, my 
one presentabl\; Ii t-;;le SG:::'"lll of 31:1 identi t,) '52) • 

d 

th~ 

In accord with tbis rebel' note, he describes him3elf ~s a 
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sinner by "1001 1 ett standards. I1iss Gostrey SUtTests fro::a t~is 

estirr,ation t"" at p:?rh,~ s Jhad is better off in I n ... i s tlwn in 

oollett. He \-lelr"''1s her sur::::~cstion. but tr~e scale tics in 

avor of ··!oollett. HOi"ever, because of her sugbes L;ion, !:lis 

imahin~tion is ca~tured. rhe e~G~ge~ent of vt~et~erl lIDB3

ination is ahliys the first s"Ce awards his sbedain£ of ol~ 

otions 8J1.d hi!) dom1inc:; of ne~1 ,):J.P:'. In t~is inst311ce, tle 

lis:ens to wnl:l.t l:iss GOGtrey 8ur:Rests, but he is not yet re:J.C1y 

rto acce liC"l a r9.dically c.if f~l'e!lt conc~ption. r~e seed has 

been p13.l1tf'd, however, 'md t~e ide"l that per!:iaps '':;h:ld is 

better off in l .lris will i2:row in alS mind 'md 'dill l:lter be 

fertilized b;r ci nt.O~ ',rflllC In the me;:,.nti 

e explJins to !~iss Jostl:'e~! 'oollett ~oul~ be ~illin~ to 

'n~ "'er'" no 10'" -er' Itbl',"" 'lr:>~c"(;:-,C"-ace? Jhl.~ 'It hone, eve: ..... - 't'V, _," ,L4.u ;o.J.i:~ _.~.:J "., v 

"\Joollett- too 'lceomod'1~('s it'3~l.:~ t :; ~,r'l t ~ -
oJ 

, '1 "C.-r)l.ncl' itl -. ~ .dl --;;c.. • ~'L i:-.cr~"",,_ a.;,;.~ -'- ~w 

ildnes_,",1f is t. ~'o~,,-~~"., Ed-,-; [' strcn'lo'ASl.)r objected too, 

althoT":h ,:'trr't'1 ,h ic>es no disa~9rov 0: it. ...luch an 

amoral '3..ttituGc, 11one: wit;h '111 other attitudes brOuFht r'ro:c.: 

horre, ,Ii1 ...' 11 ~:l"-:f~ • 

Book :1, ch~rter 2 be~ins ~it ~trethe:' bec i !1 

) -1- ~ 1o ",1.._ rc.:c,. i v~ s irl -I t ['UC ~il)-=8.lr luties, b~t un 

'·-rf':' ·_,I:1G. ..:'hcn, ' Jo""s rec~i'le c~~t oE letter3 fro~ 

.L.' 
V.rs. ~.e'..:sor.:. , .nd r eru.'·'" r- i .i..l4xembour Z'(T(iens, '-(I _ile 

se'3.ted on [l • en:'l;j c:-:air, on n surmy is Qornin '-':.J.axin
~ 

in e sun, he r'3alizcs nov... dil'ferent _is i:'1 ro';} ./ 'c.l :et t 
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ho'.'; 

ttcr~. 

re'lt 

~ he 
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e 
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JOuni- it. r:' , ui i t-:inc 'I:i t" t~ c' 

on t.i s , le s of G t..if~:rence u. of tneI 
~ 

('frc-edol:l :1C h9" -t Ht).:" tho rs to !':r. ..e':J50:lj 

or ::in l-.~ eha::; ttis fr l38 1 

~1_ . .l..t"
~ 
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~ 30 J ....., .4.. " ..... _ 'I"~ !J;~t,.ir..:: t ',IOl'I'J "j:'G1 U11'
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i n;",t:d i. '"I;c r.; '1.');''''' i !1. .. :1C :'lrU" . J:: _-,..- ~.d.:·rst.: l f to 

t"~i!l~:s , - . , 
Do 

('. -~r 

1 (. 

, 
-v 

, 
u1 ... ((1/. 

.ewsone i? t~~ rovidcr of th0 freedo~, 

trether still feels Guilty :::IOU nj o:;in it. .1O\.,rever, 

n-Jt h i. reLn:ed an..:i h-rpry n rl ..... , La::;: no Orl,'"'. 

re:ninds him,'(;lf t t i. 'l.r l. ,-'1  hi 

+-1 ...~1'.rs. 
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I,,:, -.. .;. I"". 4' .. .~.f-(' 'I~"'le'::-:' n ) r 1 
~ t ~ "" .J .... ) 

, :. t. •I r) j. t; • ~ c.:.li.,-:t:= .:. ;1 ~,1" t-V 

.. ___ 'l.. •, • .~ # 

1~1'" :- .. , tor ' .I '~ 

o:;~os 0::: 01: ht. , ',11 ..' '·1 ~. I • t:':"••-,Ht' ., Je ':' ',;1: t:J.e ~,.:..'" ZQ.!J. l <:i ;'O.1le

,t'j r.:, -1"e: [orev 1" . .... to never forget. ,-,orrol',' n:l,( 

-f"\II . sl()~/l.:r ;-.::ilicn \,1 <\.:! ,,, t;i~e; ~;et t .ere rel:r3.J.nC.1 ;E::: f':..tCi.l.·_ 

rr ent)u5~ to ::lS';=' t12 .-. ~rit, It t~:e s'il~ t ~o ,J :Ind R~'lLn,

of some f:Jir younr ::'In :ilnt r:ro,'!in..:; 'j~, \';iflC~ ','Ii th t:'~~ thO'l;3ht
" u 

01 un 0Pi ortuni t~t lost 1I (.-: ~I) • 

Perhlr~, t~8 ~]il~ ~~r fe~l~ ov~~ t~e of his GOD ic: 

tl, rp- nsic]:;? ':::0. 1'!.G se in,~ !:i 1 .nec. rese l1e 0 Jhad 

' Il( .... ~'S ,.1. IT ,art: of t 11 "1 ,:,1 / • I ern - ::; , ':;Jf S i11 'J~ from 

he illc of ~ F~risi' bohc:ni ., e c reconstruct the life 

he nqd ~lO~'ed for his ~Oll. At 'Jny r3.tt:;, ;tret'.~rls :nind turn~ 

rOri ~is son tc t~e lrlorp. :iO')Il - '-. . ;j..-. '..'0nd tH'im:rl "'d i '1 tc L'ln, _·_.v 

ow ~uch he will bnve to :,:iv~ 11: "in ~ l~1 e n.;L1. e of :~rof::rit:tj'n 

of hi i'J O\'1TJ enj o:rr,~~t of I lI'i~ (55). n i',f,;J,S he to rer~oun~e all 

n.muse:uent '::OT' &.; "meet s<lke of th ,t :m thorit~? ;;l,nd \'IQuld such 

renounce'1'2ent !;ivE' hir, for ~b a mor'1.1 ,;1 =t1::l0UI'?" (65 :1:e is 

torn be t ~!een hi esire ~ror ,fou.tb 'mel hi du tv to hrs. ~,c"/we"·.-;-, 

This inner b'lttle is cOJ:tlic' ted by nis enV7 of ';hJ.d' rom'mt 2..C 

lI~ri V' l.;;-~" t(: c:uj 0:· hi sown :'ull ycul,h( ~,7) • 

••till l:'onderi!w' -!:;:~es,' :ueE.~ioIJC;, .trctr-e pr'ocecds ::TO:;'. 

~·l(r f~~"is :::.-nny ch'iiI' 'co;'/;Jrus :;l:.111's ',0: int: v_ tbeir fir .. t• 

en(;~)ntGr. Gr. tn0 '~!·lY -':.·'n'C 'te r:l.l~".. ~ -,'.I. bo H~ F.:'l.Le ~1·11.~~~e \,)C 

see that tho.: influei1ce of his corres~:.;nd·J....'1ce from nome L> 

stron· • _Ie ...:nH~c pl.: he book, but touc~ s non~, or ~e 



4!+. 

'asn't there to di-r, to con.:mme--hc Hq8 tnere to reconsl;ruct~' 

(68-,). 

~on ~~rr 1-", h~d'S qp~rt~snt buillin;, ~00eVL .e 

ealizes t:J.8 trut... ·lU~.1t I 'U'.L; t' t' 8l't:V8:- C!L :.i 1.1 :-;.':} 

IS t.,~1t iLi1.:i:-l'.ti .... "~'!'ej .~.:!.' ·re orJ ~ it"(7:·, . 
·ere is trw l' ;-~tt .- .... "C': -I] :r;c:nt of ")t;l·.}tL~.!'~ 

v.J8.!1':~ of Jtti:':,JU",t--li3 tille, !.b'}'ltimaGina~i'.:'n 

,-,n-'- .' ri on••c~d a.~d '!3.;y-;n ,:,sh. -~l'~t :CJI' see. '..j ..u. .n.. , u . ./ V I __ ,V 

v _ :<'tl~e b~1.1coln? J: :;h"d f s 'l[~jI'tc::t'~L~, v t._t.t; :..1, ..1.:5 ...I 
.J u d 

alce t' .7,'ItI'1,'rl:':c- t~.' .~ .u'int"1Dce. ~it',G:" do th~;t, ).w ",;hinJ-::3, 

or GO '0 ::: :lCl _ f"L. f~ t:,sh 'It tile b~L~ K. .hen ~tretlc_ ent~r....

br~d.':, hou.-c~ '':> c::~vmbolic,gll:\- en ter!- :;1 ~d Is 'dorld ;'JI1'~ lc:'J.vcs 

'a;Yl"w,rsh's world be~ind.. Ironic·cilly. the ·.~rr·J.toI" in::or:::s 

tr" lItell him J.11 about it"(71). 

He d8es tell :.:. ;),11 3:-o0 11t it in ti:e olJenin ~ sc{:ne of 3001:: 

III, ch'lpter 1. tret:.er is .full of enthusi'lsr.l in :::is Ces

crintion of little 3iI~am, ';Jho ",':'12 t:J.c z tr;i!~c;er on the b:.llcolny, 

to •.laY!:J.8rsh. j l.Jr::lars~J. l:-' .lC iJl~reaul(J'lE' .~t ~tretjcr is ex

cited O",~~ G me8tinl~ bec'1'JGe ,11 r.e C'lined fro:: it ;l'l~ tllL 

realization of hO:i little be reall:r 1'::no.",,5 c..brutJ!:w........ '::ho 

young w:m' s hom ""'oved to b":' beautiful a.nd Gtylir.n, d:1d his 

~~ 'i"lp"friend ch'3.r~in:; 'In J ~ -..., ,. l.D Sllort, tTPt~~r is J ositively 

gi~Jy over havin; m,de· hi~ nc~ friend, i is pleased to tell 

',1D.:.'T."l,,-rs:~ t1.!. t tbev h~iV(- be,"n invited tc., 1l.m(~· e'Jn:.i t ... ~:~i:3 

in~('1~e:~ ~ in . ~mlm~ r 
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0:11:,r ~ ~J t lL:.nut to 

lunch the follo\'ying day. ..;trcther's now-stimul3.ted ima -ination 

is read;;T, in sp:te of .Jaymrsh, for anythin~', 0T so he thinks. 

:h3.t the tvlO encounter' ~ .. t t~e lunc::eon en~-:':t ":';;"'.en:; i~; the 

orilJ, :r i~n:n:r fOITi lit:le Bi1":' J , m.:. :,is o~~t"'~)1- , !..:Il~ 3.1 

_.. .,.. . 
. ,L "1 , i 

..., . ..mjo ~r,.L ,-" l.,ut nc.\~ un'~ ~ 

.....t:tet: '::,. f':'nJ~ :':'.:~!":I ,1 ~""o JVt-r.:h:·L!,; : h.-: "';l"C r Ct-lrl r;::"') : t)f t ~'. () 0 

i ()!"I • l'lj r~ CirCill'1st·,:! ;- 01' ~ .l~ ...: -:'!'L I~;·~' ...., :: 1. ... trel" 

\0-.,,iV8S rii::. ..:::r~lt I :'~"~"lr'e j I io': hev-Jr ~,f'j0'tl .. , :~ t'.1 r8'11,:,zl::::' , 

. . 
D8\';'1 t-e -"',L :. 1J never ~t! for'" ~. '...I a 1 .1tL ' to :;"oke with. I 3:"''-~J .,t...L .... , 

on t=~~ othf'I' l-I ...1, : , "e-::: 1i nl'J~1 t.o ."LJ - ~ , II t"J.':"..lL;h he onc 

'1 l;~ ,I ~'e~~vi1... , . . . lJu ~, I lJ'T''t ~Sr .iid "1(' f, "l':"n ~ n,-y " l'. I ..." G:i'tle 

l.' • 
'..4 •hi~ hi:; r~dv tr1:' t',· OV:-'1 ro:.o 1e :~·...o took u ~.1 rl. ...... s Ie.. 

"- L ..
.. ., ., ... f'\ ",
';~ ~el ""; ,..Ji.r~1~'n ,.,t:...0""' .. " 1 .i:' . ~~./ ~ Iv" . ... ) . 

.... ,. ( .... ~"	 u __tr.... t·l . .- L •··nj0a- in..: -:.i::18~~lf	 rt ",- l~ . , ",-- ~ f'):' .",' .... 1: ~ . 
,

i~ '11:•. ('0:5: ~·'·.il n ik'3 in. :li '-. px~ I'~~~ .'1 ()~ it. ~.... ....: fl~'-~l col:3.:.-,£cJ 
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co~.p~riSOIl to ,:-l.-,:J,::lr~_, b..')st,; 11errectn<::!"ifi Iff~cted t.lm 3.S 

really :liC:- II ( 0"1 '~erqll, -,tret~er f~el.s out of control, but 

lad to -De so. e liuds 'm,'ielI "blindl:t, almost ~'Jild17, 

ushin~; for mrd" ( 3,]) • 

Stretter's feelint of el~~ioL l~sts beyond the hOur of 

the lunc'1ean Vlrty--is still :h:"'u he p'iyS !liB first 

visi t to i':iss :;0stre,V Lrl her is ho~, openin~ 300k 1~~, 

ch.lrter 'J LIe and '..:aym'1rs:1 8.rl. i ved in 1 :l.ri ~ 'lbe~iJ of b~r, l.r.d 

it is a 'r·,l{ l:t'-'r hi.:; intrC)rj~~.ti tl' little ji2.r;a.m th'tt E"L' 

r::-lV2S. <l t is ~ostr~y finds is a sODPw~at 1 t':'~er .)tr~~t l-:Jr; 

~e see~G to be relaxed, ld even jokes about bi~ mission. 

tells her :/OQut little BiIh'in, ,,,hom he \'Ja:::lts her to meet; s~.:.t: 

says she ~ill do so, ut nnly on one occassion. 

If thss ]ostre~,r recor;nizes ~ c:-l,mc p in .)tr~t!:er, '1i::.. 

reco ~nition is even cle'i:-'cr. .ie find:,; i t rer~"'lr~ 1b-':"~ t.~r1.t ne 

shouIn underl:t ,nd [l"r co .cn t about Ii ttl' ..Jil:_ , 
'r~'"" :'"'!r.lpt'" 'l-l' 11)_ _",1,... ,...--, 1· ·..... t 'r 1 ... one of ,...! 1I("r:' 

~. 

f1 .. J:IJ :.o..t:"-"' _::I 1 .L-., '- 1, _!. __ .~ \oJ...L 4..;.;'1 ---..1-: ,) ~. ~:J,. 

his ability 1.;0 under~ ~Qrd 2bad,-~s of :Ill;r:l..nin . -md in.:ic.e inf:Jr-

Etrike tret S gn "::tc~"istio!l _ -4 _~Do'~i+-;v;"\I~7u ..,_~ '""" " ~.~... "Il,' • 
_It I'

\ 
~" 

•mat:"c,n t;...... """_ _- ./',. 

..Tb.:s ne',} <11nisi tion i:; L ~::'d. <d; ,lor' , , 1 l-:-;,"'r if. t·.r~ ch3.t'tpr, 

he, . 
~~=j'1 rs '-l -.. J J':i:..,; ~ trc'; ltteni t:-I'~ t:l~~- ~ l:!:':_ eXTecl;in~ 

, ....Ii ""tle 3ilh;"i,;:: to join t. ·v t".niI' invi t'ltion. r:iss J-o;,;tr ).~', 

befoT,' t"'.e l)l~~:, heEit s, 'he ,:,~n rr.ildl·· to:: If,ir.:.·- ,I; 12,or-J: '1l.' D!l :Ab -'~lt 

;h') t it 1'::.;:; to t t I~I_( ':..c ,n . •• t_·nri .. 1: -. ~1 £j E: .... c~ .,- dis

plC'·J.scd .... ' P .j '). -'_' , trot' nee";:~n - his e.:e5 '-~Cr()S':;'l LJ..l'';: 

ho:", senses t:i3t "so::: ~ ~ n~.: Tueer 'lilCl f'.t iff . r sed in 

!:1c 
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.l.hi~:; c~m=e in ·~t;titl ..,11) nec 8ssi t; r 1 tes :1. 

uer-ti\lDinS of t'ie. ullo:t ~rinciples. ;0011 ett, ,·;hicQ n

sider·~d Ch iii C o'1rsc, 101;/, -md unpr i~ciplpJ., thc,\1 ,Jill 

.• ort"r.. SJV i.. '1as b"}en :,rov~'~ .... T·'l1" • "0b.:~.d 'Hl "Jt ;w.~; T'1 te 

ull~d hi~ vi.iter uI; he h~~ even ~ull u is <1.cLTJ1iI'Clt1e 

mother; he h:ld 'l:J301n~el, , 1~y 'l t'JI'rl of the wrist C"illd ~i ~l£:;r'-

of tht'" = r flun..; noo~e, ful~c~ 1.:_, lD. q r.cl.l, '~I)ollott, b::'01·'~,"lr1 J 

.('in its "01' ~ ~ oJ II ( 105 "'" vl.
l 

(? t: i~, left, i~ ... .t , ce.I't iin J. 

tl' ''i.t ,'r:i ic :.. \ l \..0 v ·~:'l";'l:.J- "'J~2Il ~lC rtiv~J. The 

unw:::lvcrinc horo 8f t~·~ novel is nf'l,'" .~ ~\·1ild.red hero; Groping 

for clues to this nevy" unexpecteJ :n.ystcry. ::';ue clues are 

droPfed one b,' one by Chad himself I .:mc.. tre -""~ , ,i t::,cut e~ 

~ 0: n 
u 

of his fri~ must rieee togetb :c t:"J evi(~en.:;e. 

In 3cok 17, chafi'!:;er 2 I .;tret·:iSr tH''::; l.r.s !'Ii ~ t3.sk • ~- irst , 

... .: .t- 0
•e f,"""l::; r~, :nUEt cl'1ri r:1 ~v ~~l1"'J., l:i~ l~el ":;io:1shi "'C .,' - ........ 1 j .13:

f' o~,.I-~-.a c ,,-.\-.., ;
• ".1._.) , ~o th:. t ,.J •• _.. \",A. e "\' 11n-:; ":lLJ1"-' l ; j':1'~) • .. -e ~v~:O;~le '1tc x'-; t ., 
ire Jt;rether once '1. ~'ii~ Lr.'l3in.:>s hi r.st'lf "~eniin_; ':ri.tten 

meSS'l"";C::, m.i ,~,.. :; ira o t:1C rr.e . e ear 'ic. tHndlines in 

9. '•.'or:>llett nF.~'lSpaper. IIn~ saYS :~t:re I c no 110:::'1:1,11 the:,:" 'l.n.nounc-=" 

to t l18 e;rr> tt di sbe1if;f o~ t' "ir rerlders (18'). T~e I-',:re'~ test 

~i<:'belie"er of l::e:l :tll, "le b:o',J'O, ':ill be :.I' rOCOC'-,;:, !ho 

I ... - .bas f i~~ ~nly is :trether's ineotitude. • C r; ~ ~ i '7 ~ S rwue-

lCGsl:r t'~ ,t it "'Jill bE: "imr,ossible to convince .:I"'")llltt of :-b.e 

f'lctq, Rnd t~'l~ he 31000 of those concerned will recocnize tne 

tru.th. :Iis attitudes to," :rd t~a peo;;lc 'it home have Ch'.l.Jl ~ed; 
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~10 Ion[,cr de tl:"8J reprp.ser..t t>.e ri'::;ht course a.!1C- 8b.~..:1 -ene 

on::; COt:r., • rbis re~lizqtion h~s bec~ spRrkrd, as usu~l, 

by :. tret~eI" 5 Sl'eat 1m 1.\:io'1 Lion, ~·lhicl:.. Ie'ids tin to such t2 

s tLc~~c, conce nr'; 1;'1 "j te t: It av;ai tc c3.ch indiviclu':.l.l. 

"Call i" ,.en life--ctll: it ':)oor je:~r old lif~ sir.qly th.1,t 

snrin·",;s tLe sur~·rise. :,:~ oth~n3 :1.1~e:u; t':e f;.1ct t: ':l.t t.1e 5'.1"'

rifoe is par3.1~{sin3, or .3.t rm:r r'it.::: encrossinc--al1, practic

ally, that one sees, t:-tat one CElJl sec"(110). ~is!:', :Tos:re2., 

t.akinC in this st~mGe r.e ..i i·'; of t;r~~t':0r f r-: rns, llIf 70 

j.,..., T:i i ~'11'" OV, ... I ~\on't look ou Jou'll :1 ~ stl-' ) I • -illd,v LJ 

1 ~ i-. . t L 1 ... , ri ::L,.
 

t-r~~trler' be...;il1s u :ee"2.. I-..... 1
 

.~rWll ;., t 'It- _, ....L,.C nJ.. 

'e co 111..; conf n to i ; ide 

r '"' .... ·,,1 , "1'''' ~ ..-.'r' ::J .. .\..t-=.t ..... "'"'''~ '1 

;.. l- 1.·-""' -rtTPj, r~vi c .'L. '1 i -

e I- I .., n ...· 1·-·,...., -;- ~ 

. ~ '1 .....
n,)~1.5 "lJ ... oi, I'F-} t: 1 " ":0 1.s n'i0 ~re> ,-,o()d, Chlt 

i~ .... t '3.d, .jb8 must be re3.1l;y excellent to have p(..lrforo..;d S.l~': a 

II' 11ID1rac 1e \..1 110I. ut ',-.thy, ..;tret~e:' ;vonders, if Ene 15 so ex

ceIlcnt, 'ioes Ch''ld deny her? i;iss .Jostre.r' ~ 'Hi S '.-1er to ttl!.S 

. , 
, '..L. 1I(111'q'J.e.Il..l .is ~':'I~jr~:, y, 11 -:i ecl 1..... t.p 8' too t:O ~ t·') ,"1..Lllol.

1 
_.). .... 

..,
j .• .!."0:iJ;;t£ ~l;r.ot,e.r t·.... • • .J U .L ....... .",~.J. ; "'-a ' ... .... <. 
r-I '. ~ c ... t , 0'.... !. h.1 ... orlJ~~l·~ 1.1 l'~ 'pi:1"'; ....;r ,,1 : .l.."~;t ~' '.11.,. o.-" ...• tI ... '" 

• ..L.-"I- 1-' L. , . c,. ~ 'T' f-out re·r. ......."'e 4~ ~~:.:_ v 4.,-'" 11 -'..J ... 1 ~.'.~; ur~!s .. _t!~(,t . < l.
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, c ..,."J~."~; 0_ c::>raul" 

V l.l 

d 
_ir 

e J. ..... ::; 
eu Lim 

J-

(:> "es 

.>tret:!p.I' feels unco.nfortnbly thst he i on di lHV bI31·or ..... 

., Tho is \'tai tine; for him, ~tretr..er fe.!ls, to pertor 

so~,t of' ·.....ct b~r 1:.' ').~I 0 f -r ers~l~,dinr: ,:;h ..c. to l,,~turn ilQ:Jc. 

I'1.U:l (1 :,edoy , J.yrrt '11:':) ~~ S e:-:r'~c tC:i.t ~or.:;, lor ne ~··1.s 

:.e cr,uld (.1.0 j ':~ l!ri.- :.:. .I.d A t!..i;-; Sf t:"':C '1. re~:tJ~tl~~ ~he 

~r3UrJel ~, L'ld n0'.'1 C '"in on::; sit 'md ~'1~it.
 

'!ai t he does, but not alone. ..e enjo.J s tOD comp'lllY 0
 

friends uud tUt i v~ly discussions in ;';h'lJ' s ~.lo.:::.e. p.
 

C!H'l.t one difference betvieen I [1.ris 'lLd. .. oollot".; 1;:;,
 

9.Dti ty 01
 ~.V""'0 "1.bl~ -:0 'm-;one IIh,~ 1 i=- te.!1. 

to ~~iI:lselr t:.. ',· ,"_\,ere "le!'e opinio:ls in .:ool:'ett, but 

t1:ree or f lr"(11~). trp.tllr!r i:J ~ore fond 0 

Gee!:l:: not to :ui:.:;s ollett. . t 1:: c 0141"" l;".: S 

~' .cities .c he T~~ rJO" 



C:l "' 

o.Jtrether, 1 thoui<:h he is becomin.g mor~ f~l!:..ili'i.E \;i.!...· 

.. ..-C ]}~:'1arisi '.l1. iE' "till live. ror 11-, ,,.he:! l~ ttl 

4-1,.-.. .... 1 ~h' ~ 'lL~ "'i
 

om i 1 virtu nc, liter'111.Y. ,,:'e
 

ill 1~-1!.'!1 1 t' l 
v _'i0, -rd 1'l· 'IIi t,
 

t'1e S ..:'le t,~i '1 • f'·ore etlr~.: ) ..:..2 l l""c 

ilrl I'ell. :iirr: ... t 

'10 

.. ' t\' on ~:~elr rt; collccti"Ih, ~'iL, or. 11~ y. l;c 1 :.Vt~ t .. .i. .~) 

on ·m7:~::.in,,. concernin t;~_0ir c. 'H"",G +- IT. lDce thG Cltt "lchnent 

bet~een Jh~d and ~aJqMe de Viounet . to be virtuous, 

then t::'~lt i~j :10,,1 little Eilh::..~, beinc :1 LcntleITtnn, r, f'~rs to 

it. '.-Ii iGCGV~" tha e~ohlsis 

hi:::sel .L 1 "!'J.- l, ,:;n ., nco _e ~ :I.~ t 

ge~'~ (,= o~~ ~iv 1'1c' "3.'-j',:ri i I ,::. , he ceerts iit:.l ·()ollett 

lit~:'11qps~' the eV3.sive 1'r1'l~';S f)f .!. 'H'is. 

,.iss }ostrey, nowev0 r, tries to ~repqre ~tret~cr for t~~ 

, clesson he ..,til C·lI:'.L. _O'lot:;; ;'Jt;~r belief in little Eili. .) 

asserti ~n t·;l"1.t t~~o? 'l.';t'L .er..t i virtuous, 8..-'1j 5~lQ '3l1ST.... ~rs, 

III :lo-c'-L b '..rt it. -,ver:,"-:;~ in: 1 2 

pos3ibl., . I.e !~11St ~ 1(1' -'"') . ..:trcthe .. .)rl~ t l~r 
~ 

little Bi1 'l'ln 1; ~ !, nd "i:e ref and;:;, II !l 't t h ':I.l.. 1:; 

yo~ c'~C o~t for tc ~ind O~ ll'~ 1/ ( 1 -,;, ) • 

"'ind ('ill t '111, :h" JOl- , lot. en oj
. ri,bO'.lt ':;l-. ,:1 i~ .~ L 

Vio~rf' t, l-Iut ~bC'.u.:; LlF:: C, r.tr tst-,,·< ":jur'~l ': ("..Ie 5 of .'-0') '"c • ~tt, 

I'ari~, , t~~i v.ii~:- ~ 1: . ~L r~~·+: L}'" Pi.:"Js " ..l + ·1;'..L , -1 ~ t LA. ill. ,t"... 
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, ~T .j.' ,. 1."'.. ~ - ... to:" r;,:' ~ r' (, - .' 
.. 
~ ..... i'1c!' _ t.1'!O-:· hj L .~.~ n IV';:; l_ lX'12:' 

a.c~ n·~·, • '~!"L on 11, ~. ..1t~··r:: ";:: "l - ..eli Dlo.., •.:v;~'n~ ~~ eXT riCY1C'.· ... , 

h; ~ne;i ln~. iCh t ~H:: ...;!.-: ~. !j ~) , -,iorl~s on .. .l.l-.:;) irr. "'~:.-:in at i ')n to crp'1te '1 

deeper 'mdpI'ct T(li.n~ of L: 1e mO:!"ll p<?rversi t,Y of his J:Jis..iion. 

"-:lis !'.TIow1edse comes :~r'i:u 311:---, hoo.lgV,. \.l. th 

c t i ;-,[!, 'loO'''' S V- .. , i: S 510'.'[ deve lo~~::npnt must be GRrp full" 

obs .?rvsd i!1 or~iel' -':; n it 

In 3t)oks I-Ii" ret~~r :.tarts o~t v~ry mUC2 ns ~ ::n~n fro' 

ool18tt, s, ~,rith its preconcention::? :ill re-

judice ~. E~!:it:irt g to chant' , ho\-Ievpr, s he be:ins to see 

the dif:e~ence betwe~ loollett nnd 1 ariR, \:"ld this f3.risain 

pracn~tism Iffects hi~ thinkin~. ~ow, in the second 

secticn, be deve1o~ ,..ecQnd r.1or'tl IDc;!3"'urin.:--: ~tic1{ to hel 

hil:: unde.::os t:mcL trle :reo:;l.~ 'G'oun i hi "'specially Ch ''I..!. -illd 

ad~~nJ(' de V-Lonnet. :-:is friends !'ro~ ooll8tt never develop 

this 'J.ltern~tive point :)f view anti C'In never see :';ha(J or 

btrother himself outride of their old fr~me of reference • 

,yen cu:..:.ll'l , . ''''tl18r develo'Os beyond this point; le learr 

to ~\CC~ is for 

':;i::.e, b"-.Jt tl{\ IriU I.' 

" ('1.''11 , -'r (' vie,.; of hi-

friend i~ I .•r:i -, ,)1"' :t:.ort hp. l'\ter Hondel's if t'_ev !1 !ve !U1~1 

morql SF;ll!;C" <'It 1, 9.nd le'-1 ve ooth set s of f1 ierld.:, behind. 
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This lon~~ journey ffiU::;t be ;;rerar'e1 fo.J.., hO\'Jev~r, ~nd 

'"'trether be~in ,0 o in Book V, chapter 1. fur" ~'cene is 

Glori.mi '2, C'lr:::e., rt-" ·'Jnc. scribe tret ....er f s blossor:lin....; 

inf' .L. d"1+-ion 'litb ,.ris. is exhillI''1tion over ?'1ris i.~ ~ 

inJ.-:"c'lti 011 0 f tnt? c: 
-.I 

i '-: 1. t .de .~ 0'.--1 J.rd 1.03 rn l 

~hrirte~h~r .• Loh ~n ,;Y.t' 1 'lins th,~ t;, 

'::he ~und"Une~-'-3.l ch''tT'': .... in t'1e fur.:. o~c oJ:' Stret·'l.~r I 

I!lissi0!l is, '1f ..;'.iU1~· , ", res'J.l t of his chan .::;inG 
DArcenti' r~ of lris. ~~t he h~d assumed to be 
- orr i " pvil, 1.i.~d CorrUT·t 5rHdu'llly il:> _ "- rce~ v 

s c:l'1.rrnin~, 't'ionderful, 3.est:l tiC'llly I l\:'2tsin~, 
'7.nd ric~_ in the trrdi -i -In of ~i -~ civj lization.37 

r'r~is descrinLion ~pplies to, not only faris, but to 

.Dd:t.lle til} Vionnet herself reth~r ~eets this lady u OOk 

V, chafter -, in tap. comp:t..'::l.y of the ever-present 8b.ld. :ii 

first iovre siar, rem~rkubly encu~h, "'!!C is "herrid.," 

or even ct~r~in~, but t:1~t S .._ ie· ~l~npl:T Cl. l. e~GQn, ,:1 no r;.::r~ 

out~3tnr.:iinc or exoL.c t':J.::-~:1 t~l~ l'1dies ~ t ho!:!e. In3te:J.d, 1:e 

9pls sirrmly her "CartUlOn hu:n'mit~ "(135). :ifter ~:.is ;-rie': c .... t 

'iii th '"leI' in .. le C'lI',,,,,-Ul'J., lien ~'nf: leayc2 hi::n to visi t 'di ttl 

so~~ ct~er ~ur t~, ~tret~er feels ,3 if he ~~~ no need to t~l' 

to "myo!le el ever 't's':.in. (13;~J). Apparent ly, Ehe h~.s IDo::-e 

i:nr'J.c t on hin th'1TI t 1 oollett l8dies, for, UrOD hearins 

hat she ~.md~h:d. :ire not froe to m3..I'ry ~iue to her o.arriaf':e 

with h8r e ~1t 1"3:'i ,:ed husblId, ":o!lsieur U'"'- vionnLt, he fe;;L, 

~t)r. 
... . .. ,. f) ir1 t. ': 1 V,_;.,l"L '::e sorry for It i'~ l't " .... ~, 1; • '1,1; -..;t.rL"t t2r." 

.... "". ' .li""::;~~ li r··~ ..~ ::i. ' ... 
.I" 

• 
1-
l" i 1v:"~ 8-- t .. lV"':' ... -:'lc .'1 4 , .. ~.. ";::'11 :r- ..L 

.; l.:l~·"'" .",,- .... ~t It . ~ ") 1: • t"l ....... -:: - done !.JO ::i..J .. el': .
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"""1" i r-, J" fr ~f ~l ~ ; 

l~ 
""-. . 'J.er,or:,- 0: t. 

illusi.or... I "1'JS e~ther, ~t tl:l·-: ri-:ht -:irr.e, "'0 

stuaid 0:::' too intellii.~;ent to have ..: ..... I .:lon't.L .. , 

know which. Of coar e Qt r=e~~nt 1 1 m a c~se of 
re:1ction ~~[1.in~t tiw mist"lkej md the v 1 c~: of 
rcnetion <'lhO'lld. TIl") dou'bt. 1 i -rf; be: t'lken '>,i t. 

'-11 

ister reality he susrect~ behind the 

or sno1J.!-c. he follo\:; ':1:

1. 

t 

on 

hero's :lin 

next. 

!:lis sense 0 
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c::trether h ''is '1 C:lance to dec ide between these ,'10 ontions, 

in Book V, ChRi:ter 7, W1d lmr~itting1y chooses t::J.6 former. 

he scene is between re .... ·' nd Ch<)d., "md the discussion 

conc~rns ;~ad~me de Vionnet ~~ "~ lnticip:lt~d brc;lkinc oi'~' 

o "8 re13 tionshi~\. -tret~er is surprised t C'lrn from 

J-, -i- ~h~,l: t ~'"' t" ..... i 11 b'~ son8 c~crifice on Ch~d'" -'rt when he 

just leT...-e her and return to ;illIeric:l. .:5trest.er c r ncludes th d:; 

this 8."l,crifice must be b~(;'1'.lse of 3.11 s~e h'lf~ done for hi 

md, in turn, hO~'J mucl~ he ol'Jes her. e l .lite pro 11d of 

Ch:l.d' s mo,1~~st~7 'lnd :i.p"9arcnt concern £'or "-ad'uT'le d.e Vionnet. 

~''''''i6 500d feeling le~Js to a moment of guilt on ..jtret'l{}!" ~ 

part for '111 the ~rong~ he has 5usrected of ~had. But u:on 

bein.t: reminded of tnese Ol)inions, 'lI.~ pauses, before ~re2ins 

to cq11 on do ",rionne t, to A.sk if her lift; i ~ ;.Ibove re

:9ro~ch, :ltis, i [ ~~ :J. ;. S "5JI~ ull or "b "'1 'ld see:c.s not" 
to unders t .nr: t e::'e tinctions, :::ind ~tretber s ,s ,l bi" 

11,<... " Jp,., ." r h'3 '-"'1" ~ < t0conrus~d, '-1.1""'0. '0'.•. 1.!1 _~U .~;t .. ~C; ... ' K:~nu 1· r;" [:1'3 n r~r_ 

r3.t')r' :.s;:s(1~.o.l. contr"L·j"::; (;0 t:-le scene In c ..8 '.1.rro t" 

tl1!'~ ,,·oo11·-:tt 'ldjE'ctive'J for. 'u.. ,l -.rrli ,,: 

b,~.fore ".i ~, +;i.·;"" , OJ -i ... ",r re 1 I-~-::d; lw no\'{ 

~ ..... (1 .-- '1 ' 

~ 

11a 11 ~roun~ ~ •• :e ,:0011-' prec-:'nceptions~l~ 

9.blu"::; 8h~d ~nd repl'1c'1d the"l through t~18 I-aris n 8bility to 

jude,;,",' b~" 8r:-rj::~rmcp.s. t.e nO\'J ficcents Jh:;.d fo!' le aDce 1.r'" 

to b,}, LDd. bccor:les closer to the Y()G...:~_~ lL 1'1 :·,f. j.e -vie_. 

1':'SR r,-s '1 10r~ :. "0 1 ~~_ '-: ::orp ~s C07.1...... 
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Boo~r VI sho tr - lo~kine all about hil, t ;":3,( laue 

ionncL, It -:J.er J~lU,~htL.c, It Gh....... , and ut every.one and 

..veryt:ninc in .l' 3:'13. -8 se~ y no\'/, accordinl: to 

vhrL tof 'Je~elin, iroTI;. t:1e 8yes 0 r~3m~tist, q tr~it 

...l-ich he ricked uo fro:;I bis !- ·u'is:' 'ill ... rie:1iJ.s. 39 his cl'1irn 

~ true; hA virtually never em~~oys is ,,'oollett DerSDect~v 

d his O\"Jll com3cience-brj~p spective is not ~et devel

oped enou~~ to be tested. 

Book II, ch"lpter 1, concerns ~tret:-leI'I z firs t visit to 

.~ad:4!lle de" i onIJp.t . '~h lU ::wcoIDPmies lli:n em,"! then shortl 

leaves ttler: alone to~ether1 1 ir..r I.'io n 

retLer.' eSC"1T.ieS emb'irr ~~-~-t ~t bein~ left ~lone wi til; 

~ rady beC:ll.ISe I1bc -rmin use~ b this t:;iJl'- I;hinki .. ~ 

..f ..... ,.... ., '.l~- .1. ~ I)!' i 2'1 !: 

T""'" _.l1"- t... -' l

~or L~ 1 .. .. : .. -~ "'1.,. -t- ... i-, , -. " _~_oJ 

, " .... 
., I • 

~.L 
b ~v 

L- ... _
'

n : '1 '1 ,...,"'l ..... 
.::.. ...... vc I' , ... en": 1ut: III :lon' t t;hin~: 

ou seri 'usly ~elieve i..n ',,,,h"'1~ y, u'T'l=: d.oi'!1 but, ~ll ~ne s~me, 

you know, I'm. soing to treat you quite a=:~. i I did"(15;). 

itb. tl1ese ""'ords, .:ad'llL.C de Vioo.net opens tile r"l.thor delic"lte 

topi o i'lhicb Ltrethe~ replies ing less l. di

rectnes.: ... ~l L1 t egri t uri .. 
v til r:., 

intI£: hicf01" f 

,
·"'1d on· 1 .e 0" r 

oJ 
... I 

~ 



""'- t 1 _...J 

I ~ 

I .• 

., 
~ 

I' 
~ 

L: ....... I~ ... f' .\' .' ,.. iLL ;- l)~ ..... " 

11 \ T' .• 1 .. ~ ... II 

f-» ,,,,';0 1I(1 r ,..,'idt', 1"} ~t t-i 9.S 'lOrI' '1~: j THoro: a ill' / 1 -/, ) . 1..:... '"
 

e\'lfounti COrir'1 ieshir .-,,]. -:;il :-"-.'1 1 1 .rl..fl ...1e
 o ..l_ iT:". to 

.....'tofG:' her. CC;; find out; 1.J.. u e'lml~ l 10v 'L .. 
~ 

.. 
5 hc.r 

~.., . . 
Stre;'l~ ~ "'P-:~~ '1:'.. ,; o-r;: ort~it., l.r: '~:l r -"', l11 •.':-.:..lr':'!l 

... ' 
~l"')C n' - -.,., J.i~rlt-"::l ~, -1 r~~  (~ Tiol ts,'-'ll qct "::1. V P '3 &- .t-; .. 

O , . ...... 1 .::'tlittle !3i1.. ·i::, • .." 1. ~':' _, n'r'te , ';'loI'~ . ~ .. i.T. , '. l .. ~-, 

"rnd otlle::- , It ... ,t"~~'i. l.p ~ets r, c:t ·nc t .ill:'l e , 

d h~r be 'lll":;7 , eh '1.l':IJ. -me: innoce~ce .m.·lk~. tr t t 

he lo~::;t" C i ... U "~. :=i~ conSi~ ""nce "ill 110. hi tT· L" no .... 

un '..l '1.r~ 'i..l"l "; e (~ 

~ .. en ~er 

.L OJll ~ not to 

to abe:: l-lim, :: \y,-:

ise "\'lhicn .... tl'etl'.er, u!lfortun'J.tely, 'j,ceeDts he ,oJoulJ have 



~o 

cC8uted the word of Ildy frem ,:oolle tt. :.Ie h"'l;' not yet 

p l.rn p '-"''1o,.t;h Ie::; .;onti :0 It risi'ln II )ral CO(1?lp.ssnes.:.~.II 
4(' 

• 

e and. ::is~ :!hrr'ce 11:" .",VC 3. I~ 'll:rt togc Gh~r "l ~ t':e r lrt, 

an ~) '1,' US'1'1.~. ht-: l~ l.r.",~, 1"; fro:-. 'r..er, '1.1 'c::Jo J. -:~; 1. ~ C :-:es 

Q hi 'Ii tlt!' 'l. ~L ::.10uJ 5 ~.f i t~i. 'i'bis tL"'1e the ~,,::n'J,:l" 

involv8 --, re't:::on ; .'lU'-i,r.e de Vio~nt.:t will never eliv :;,rce to 

-'marry ':::h '...... ~o ~tret~~rI3 Ow ent tll'1t i seems o in:t 

she snoul ... n-l:: to m'-/,rl"J Ghwl in 1 i~~h t of all she b~s done 

for :lim, hiss 33rrace 3S].rS, 11 Jell, L':-.L:l) ho". c0~Jld. she do 

more? ~'l.rrJinc 1 ~ r e~::; ., i nr. -.rer t'''lt3 \lOnder, 

for ~~~; J'1c" Jill c bri.n}~ tr. it, off. ~he ,,:onder i3 t'ieir 

doin...; -u~ _I ;;1 t 

71'_ 
.... ..... lojet.:t r \;::9 lcs~;(.:.J,l~ ';ii")nr.et, ! t 8.!....:"\ trJe 

sc ~ :~p. 'I'; t;' ~ o~,:r; in~,,; of t ne ... ...1 i~ dres:~,e,l 

be'mtifull:.' for 

t:n't-: "Jtr·,.~t·ler C'1~·1r"·,t 

-, "T';' ",11r'1'~..~lr!L _~ <::: \ .J j) •c3.use, ll::;" i +:; 1~ 

In other ,'wrds, she h 15 J.is~el19cl .. .. 00ll~tt fqcili t~l' for 

!:l'3.}~ in::; ins t 'ill .....1. _ 
r.~ ..Jtret~1er find a ill"l!J:e:1t to 

• 1"
,J'-InlC'llk alone, nJ. si...... .. to '-11 l.L r"e =l~e t, s pro:::Jise 

1. .. ::::. ..........
 
.10to S"lV .. _ . e res!on(1~ .j.. ~ ~e U3t first unde::::,,::ta...'1d hi..c

plf "1:lUt ~e hryrl ill0mt b~' the proI:li'.;t~. L.(~ seeL"; to h~v,-:: re

covered from t~e spell s!:tl~ had cast over '.im durin:; thell' 

first Visit, but t~e recovery is sl10rt IiVel!. Eefore he Icno'llS 

it, '1e fe_ls more connected to ".:er t~'iD r:v(.; , instead 0 

c.~~ ) • 

, Otj

iDr;, irl f"1..::.t, 

ly .l(,~:Cl ~bJ ':.e:;: to hiJ::!~;e 

1. 

v 
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(',..,~· ::>t'1che er, "l~. be h ten.ie 

n t "le ver7 'AC t ..... "" \r::"m~;ing Wl'tb. ~.=."., 

:'1 11:, ·mde1.' :rec-,sUTe fr 
ercept;i~ '11, inco'l"}siltentl:' , quite st· 

mitted hi'1s If, ~:I.::li, ~'lith 1. r subtly 
t :,p ro~ .j....... ""n .'. •
?n '-~,'""t.o", 1,,0 -... 

'J;} a sl:rlple ttl!; "'T 
.J.. ~: 

in t i;-!!. f; i ::m ':) 



...J :.J.. v 

J , 

beli e '. -. 
;: 

-. ..... 't--A~11:! , . , ...I...., '..' .. 
• ....... e
 TI·2 .... .i.'et~l.. _, ';; 1.1 tlit: ': .J 1. 1 

·t~. 'hi3 he:J.d b !.c' ",' 
~.~ on t; j '0 ceiling, t 

IIr·,,....,-1lose h i.r:l.self in !:~-!e -"isi o:~ of .:. I OJ • 

e laf't line 0 30okVT, .;h t\~ ...,· 3, n:qrt: .. the ex~ct 

center of t~e novel and tne rivot~l in": in .:tretl::erI s cb.an~in~ 

ttitudes. -'- , o 11 ',. tr 1ved to brine; about t:l'.:~ return 0 

Ch~d ~cw50~e, now believes that Chad must stfi] In ~c.e the 

fut'.lre tlit":: IV:3.dame de 7ionnet. If ChF.l.d r~ives her up, .itretl1er 

announc' to little 3ilhan, Tlhe ou~':ht to be ;,h ". of hir ,.

selfTl (1"""'). It i·- ~!.'ikill::: th~i.t J 1;;]05 bl'tnn0,1 ~t!'ethe.:-" s 

rever~' '~l. of I1.tti tl~dtJ ':l)r t:,(, :r.iJllc 0::' t;:Je "bo "k, makinE; t:1e 

novel 2:'e:n'i.I'k'lbly "Jell onl,.r; tJ'et:'1 r I s .'1..T1c;e doer.; not 

occur 311 <:It onc.:., bO',,revcr; it; fills the vl:l"le Dank, 9.~d he 

is h':l.lflH1V to becooin,,=... t"e :'urita~ In:J.lJ. of free 'I'!ill :;;.t the
" 

book'8 h~lf~~J roi~t. 

r~ook VII, c~'lrter 1 fin-':s ~tretrJer sittim~ ',l,lone in 

larGe c".l.tbedr~ll--3. ?l3.C n _~ts 110-:; [or spiritu'll re

flection ~o ~uc~ ~s for t~ _lono:J 'illJ to 

rt::l3.x. Lte3:in,-, t~.e!"e in the , lie observes ;l. lone y/OO' 

not" "rr03tr'1te--n"J~ in "illY .le,,;rer> bO.,led, II but sittin'.-:; ne:lr 
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sellel' IS in \':[1 i~:I .... t-rct:-t";'r . Il0T 110 '/en GO 

\.,..., ... ' ~ u' ,ction ito.>~,h t:.(~ 

-	 P",..t. Ii: .:e 3.ffi:..:-n:.s Iii':!, 

~.o~t:., ! .l~~ '..lre ,spont ~.l.r.e i'r J , 'l rej\}c~.) t ),,:"1 t rian , r 

..i..tU,l~ ~l·J.d e ..-isLe:1C(; of ..'oolle t 

1:Qn.· :1r~ 'lffir 

l 
')trl"';th~r i::; de(',;,' in th'J 1-; "it ;...Lv t f') '.fO 1 s . 'r On 

~. ~ ..-'J 0_WOmQ:l r.e noticnJ t? ,::.li_.~ I"	 0 

nl~ 1·';- t:w c":l '.ll'C~: • r'.lrni, ,., tret'~0~	 v 

.r 01' 1to'.n!'J:; ri i:r.;. • ~he ',':O="ln i ti :' .. -"lj" :::e ~...te i(lnnot. i't e-r'	 .L. .......
 

,......	 +:no:rrenL:"' nr C~i:Jt 3.b u.L; trw :':.'in,:il~:lce . (;:il' b	 ~-
t~e ctuT'cr.. he: ~>:- ont'm >-:>,ou:>l.'1 invite. r GC , tl,Y!~} .J 1. t'	 l:"'~ 

~ .... 1r- r · 
,~~i'"" '"" 

... 
r onn l' i .~ 

~ in ,- I:" .: 

1. cr r	 - , 
.l.. ."- . l-
IJ	 v 

~ 

, 
.... 

o. 
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result of t 10tt, [' ~•.. , Ilf;D. '-;'. believes t ... ·1t
" 

r· lion'.N;; t::,c; ~ .L.
t l'8ROlu::iO:"1 I,D 3t"~j 1.1.1 ......i 

J, '"' 

il i ty to "m'lin l;a.i"" vi3ion of i.jtJ i.1 L.'".e I
 

Ovlover, ::tS l'::ula::::e de 7ioDrtet eX'P1ai'1s to J\;ret:... t;r, ":)'..l' re
 

~ot S :iVl!lr~ m ~ , I t -=t1.e it, :or :ri ... r in-te !'C i!l '!s::elf, b.lt tOI' 

Jour interp.st in 0 a frif~nJ.. rh,-~ one I t~ ·'f -: :lIly ~I~ t;e ·....bolly 

eLende!.:...'; on t ._f~ at ' €-:'. :ou. ::: ill' t in honour noL see me t 

beC8.US8 7~U C 'Ul 1 t in hcno'.lT' not ~"'e' ~-' ~ 'Jtret:.f!I'1, i::i" ( 1 r'.»).. _ ,.J • 

lizes tho;o,t ::l1i" tr , and t.e little ~olde 

nai is 'riven in If'::'te~._t, idea of er' n ';1':' iJ.e li~ 

is involveJ here, i enoce trethert~ Qe~ire to ~~ve done 

his d.ut~!, t;:.en to "'ve onportunit:y t:) enjoL" [Jl3 v'w:l'::ivTI 
. ~" ...... ".until he is r ... l .. :! '0.1 

..... - ~o tome • i .,"1 i~3me Cl8 Vionn,-;t, 

O\'iev~ , ':)~ not beL~Lv trt~t~.eL' is r=-" I·· to t"l. heme it 'c:.l~ ""'.' 

l- _ ... _ ........
 4-,Q't l J1 .. belie\l'~":; -wi u _,.''''; v 

T' 
~ i'"' , i. lor. OVI! rJ.1l 

Stret:'f.,::: ""1:-'-:; • 1's f Li~~ to that cf!cc but never 

ctuall./ confronts him ivi t11 tee 5.J.bjt:'ct ,':ter t ..e~:r 8:lrliGr 

COlJver8 d,;ion i ook:I, but in :iook VI, chapter 2, .;t::t"'''' tOler 

receiV05 tele ~.,... r r's -0 TOI _ .J..J.r..;in hi!'> it:Tl·~.l· J 

. ~-. urn, 'th I' :n, n u-::; J- '-'-a -.Ie .. s. e incl...lde~ ulti 

ID8.tW. if 1"::8 do(:s not l Sl -: for nor;... '" :loGo~kf' 

"ill st·-\I·t fol' 

1-- ..... ~:'~1 .v.. r ::'ro,~cnt e :-1uuj tc t , LJ_. _ 

stron.-ly sU5I ec ts ./Tli'lf'Sn 0 • vin~ ~ritten to ~oollQtt in 

tt: 
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lal'l!i 0v~"r .5tr~tter's l''''Ctmt tret~er b~E been 

din in.,.... ').lone -,: i t'~~ \';CI:len; .... tretb8r b been so~our~in~ iLta 

l;hborin,l: tovrnc; '!lrme ~ ..... tret':"'.r b been mixing with 

ariSl~ .0ci~lites ~nd ~njoying every minute of it. ....5. ~ 

+-~result, 13, \':n'1rsh -;r;.V8 in P- reinforceme 1.0;:> froI'.l crosE. 

the S8:l: th~ Foeocrs oust come. 

:;-r;re :::1" e<J.n:mi arounu, telegr3m in h~d, 

spe~king to no one, ,10ne with hie thal~hts. It is inter

estinJ to not ~hlt the n~rrJt0r does n0t reveDl ~trether's 

thOU~-:::1tS, here; one is '{€{,t in the c.hid: about ,1e content:. of 

cto i", til :;h ..Hithe tel er;r'_Ull, ~L 

+-' :... '~yi:l,_to CPt.' ::'irr ~h::- xt marni . nati;':03 IJ • 

tne +- ' tenee O'Jt '3...c:ai 1.:rin:; onbeen Crl.l::r len s"rRl 

tre tl"::er' s bura 

dcon le·j.rnin: e "- ~-4 1 :"r"s he 

is re ':l.C:: , '1 'l' :J~ I • ~ ~0r so ti:r:c ::'eturc to ..iool1et ....r~ 

_U"t ~:;r8t::er', it ssews, been reconsia8Tl n C,'I. b-=

;..". +- ~. '"' -l""'.o 
I. '-'"li~ves v L1 ;. tJ r ~turrl in:"'" i~ t IJ Iv _· .... c'tUDe ne L!. -loS 

-D"-~['nlJt "2'1.(1 --~~ ::~ 
, (' 

..i..'" 

., :.1.. is n ~:. '3 ·'I:r.l"til I.' , 
re.• l,u, 

~1 - + 
\,J .... .... ...., !;''-ret'ler '.lso 

oi , .J i. 

;.. ~ . 
t:~ ...i.. ", 1'to ...... urr.. IJ •• 

"·I = -II: ~r:t i 
, 

'~L .~l, - 1 , 

.... -~.0_ L.. ~I· , :'"lL' -!-'."lp 

... - ~o=.t:!:t , or 10yqlty tow~rds her, s~yino 
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tr1'3.t e will never ti () r. ro this avowal, otrether 

concludes thqt :had i not fr"ti t st ","r , turn of eve s 

whic'1 sur. r" ~p v 
,.: " 'r .-; ~n 10 e ........ a 

",1 z .... 1 .... 
.1 n ~ '1-0 

_ W"':"'l'";t, r b l 
,..... _, 

.J 
1-' 
v ... 

l' I :~v 
',~ 

o t -" ,""' 
; 

l
v 

,
oj!! ...) 

t' .... (: ;) '\l '_ I 1 1: 'I ~ ... _ 

, , - ., 
i .... 

~ ' .... ...i .~o c. ... .. - , . , " wi , 
but o. 

-, of : r :)'':0 
, .. , 

'J 1 .l.. 
V 

..... , 

p 
v 1 

,..; oJ ~ ':= ~ I: , 

, ... a. I l.. ~. .. rl r 
loJe-"rc 

j-  ., 
.: +: r-o 

~,v :i i vat li;.ze!"( Jt..:..d 10'.10 iJ .~ e 

b:r	 !4~n -'1 ~ r-s,r,str but ':'tTet;:..el dO:5 not lot ";h'1U 

i ,~ ,'
.J vadete r hi'",	 ~i~ c Cl to 

rerrni!l in : ~ris bAC' in Jh:'i 5 .., ds, :trether fdels lithe 

cnar~ life her~' 1I (1 ';'7). On -" in .. ,.lir,! about m8......na..J 1 

otrether boy __ to t;ai rlel'l:-rin,.,.~ their st'J in --"J.l.... , bot:J.~

" 

are '1 ::-e of .cir rove yogi t io~n • nhe narr~tor coo=ents, 

lImhe chance 0_ osition '1Ild of rel:1.~ion, ::or c~, ~."qS as 

, t:oddl:r 'oetr'l.:'··... ll1 "he ;)stio .d~~.tt .;~ la:l~:'H=11 out ::J.':: ,300n 
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s ne n~{-... erecl it-- ch ~ade ~Jtre r lauP.:h 11 ( 197) • 1'10re

over, ,.)tretne 5:'!er~ .; 
. , 

,'Ii t .J , " \./e11, t 0 my 

havin~': a certitude tbat h'-iS been tested--tl:at ha.~ ssed 

througb the f~re1l(197). 

-~e I~ct th~t 3tret~er - enjoye iJ::lself i is an 

ishes tc continue ~ o so i IJell c:stablisrJ he ne" 

question, I'osr~u b.7 8ha.d, concerDS the pos.sibility of hi~ 

to ~oollett witnout ~trether lon to visit his :no ... J.-, , 

t-'en to !'cj 'li'~ hiB fri(~~.ds in l·u·i.~. ~o this suggestion, 

Jtret" 1!.\S ,1 one-'tlord res onse; n::;'rotes·;ue!"(1)7). C' 

protes :~: lt it i:::; bec"l'.... ~~e of vtrether that :;h'1u. now r~:o;..I..I.;::'O;:: 

i~::1' T , mi s~ t- S _t:'ether resf 0 '. 
iss o retll~ 

.Lollet l-.T· ia ... ..:.. ... ~y, ~ ... ',le, 

• i ...,~tret,:pr, .<ill ':'~Q1lo·~·r. 0.."'"1 '-.,; '- .. 

... ee l' j' llI.'sc1f" (1)='). ..)1.1 lJ'::' 

IIout n;- • c.P!1 t~c -rcocks it will 

DeE:! 't trus: 

u, t: be:1rs uGon-- I:Jell .:rou kno\'! Ylh .. -:11(193 11 the more 

eason, .tret~el' exp1nil1~, foI' .; to st"lnd '0:1 him. 

lIlmoI't<~nce of tL' "cene i~ l;:1e reVf:r~-::"il of 

bee 'l'.' ;- .... esn' t tru.,t Jrou, 

o 
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.- . 
~.he "on 'iL, sen'.:; to 0; !1,:d hi 

t:- .... s 'itn 

Sf-lf, 

~ ,'.rhis ::1 C' ..,le o~ tret evelor. i e 1 r::ror 

~ CO("" • 

.; ..-i. ...~ ~ ....... r1.r>- f • .. e;·t, ~r,:t~6.;;_ nl' T er.~on, !':i c~e=-

~s VI:' th ::er, r,f'> 0..0 

not r lre 11er a1vice 0 

..O"8V8:!~, u.!ll·U~e hi.E: 

tc- hAll "ti~l se " si I~-

uati~\nE :'r,or~ vi nnl i ... <~f' i;r:ll:::.: :')£ 

., .... i ' ~ 
~ .. ..: " ··u 

1. 
!"J. . 

.,'- '1 .T' , ~ 

, . ,1._1 .. " 

.L.. It1 ., --OlliO oJ 

f 1 ,,-,) •- ~ 

, .... str ..... et i.i 1·

, .L..latest conv":'s l.tion C'1 ' 'J.n tnf;::.r ecision to remai in 

rL e aS~R ~trether ~o e:CD1~i WilY ne ~ntc: re;-.i;] in 

oris j w~:-l o ),o':e[: !.;') qc,';:;;jTli' •• f'> t - :;:.'1.t e s 

~~ o 
,

q .•b 1~ 

~,, 
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.,.. 
:lere on 
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L _... 

.... ' ~ I .. '" _~ ... -._1'_~ ._ ..... ~ "",. .., .... ~. v 

!- '-" 'J •
 

Ol; .... il e 'lU~l .
 

....(·~'i O'A ~hu.'t v 1 .511 11.1 to r·'">.tu!'n.> 

mus t C OIr:.C' uf. -,·:i',' _ nf'\! r n n r CO ir:ue for Chad.'E return. 

tr'"'~. l?r ~O~e\'l~'l~; illnocv~tl:1 beli.eves ~}.J . ;:.er'! [e _.- ~ .. 

the trut1l, ~~::_j",! t s i'~,rni1:' ,..;ill re' (~t t~e vr -.J ...:,'", v , 
to "'lIter '1:5 olJ f!osi-l;ion 'l:ld 'ICGe~ :; fre-ly :111 n(~"','l 

l1iL~ 'n'!"'] i +; in ~ t ~ .~~, rr;coc"J.: ' s '1..r.~i V'-!1, Str ..... t~.er cQ1J.tinu~s 

tc \'JI 1"te -_Clll 'ly to r-;r~, •• e';/SODE:. lilt '..Jr,. I'A.C tice t '1'1:; 

cont inu~d, oddly enouGh, to 1.'cl ieve him, to rrJ::L."I(e hin: co~e 

neu.rer t~':m :mj"tl~in5 else to t ~onf-ciou~ness of ~oins somc

tbinL"(~'3). .-ltno t.:h !':rs. :1e'..-..,o;n,} ne:ver .l~ ~e:lrs in t:.e !lGvel, 

....ItI~ s ruc~·: hi~' p [1'.'1 n~vp.r ~,_ liv· ·.... i t _... _1"'1 "'S ur:'r:t:,; 

thi:, .... ic o r silencu; th~ silenc ~ '{cred hUH 1, 

8. fine!' el~' ~ "'eJi.:.tm, i ic~: 11(;1' iGioc;vnCl':lsie c:: h 1)','i~r111 (20 

In order to h i~; ~nind 0 f ~ II ibsessio 'i 1--'e often ~,:~ek ,,:10 

COr:.t',!3.'ly of Viss ~o['.try(205). he, of C '.ll' .:> , conti ue . 1;0 

b~ 10y3.1 rind ::J.':?lp'flll, md the eni of 3001 VII, 

hints to J'tretrler- t~-:41+- sbc ,;0 .1 !. 1:" ~:~ :;rJ bf: llior~ to ::: ':_=i t-'.I.el 

.L. 

just t!':l~_~ fri~r:G ~":1~ is ~O.I! .. : r , 'I; Jhu E 1 ~s" 11d ~" .o,-tlrt ~eet 

' .::. ti1 tiL' l.7't~r ur""", ':.he : o'..:oc:'lr' F- ·jr!..~i v· 1, ::'1e ,..ill "1110 I I ~.J t 

, .. "","36;--"pT" .... trt ·~C. l.~ 10::; seI"vic . r'F i.e\-. she liill for ~ .. .e ! - _ • 

10;:)ve un-u-:.ed. ._!lP Ia"':es tl!is £,t;'lt~':WDt follovlin",,: h::.s ::-rot£'~ 
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tb'3.t s.=. .. ·ou' does so UCt or hi~ In he does nothin~ lor her. 

en he ~~~s for clarific8tioD of the offer, she rB nti:::;, 

IIvo '111 h m1~T 1. f y'Jllr ~ t",:..Cc l'\c tiht; 1_ 

_~

rcJ:111y 0'.1 
-J-' 

]U ·;'.:,i c, I won' ffiJr :1"11 (207'::"03). 

Ihc.s ::;'02 trey [~in~.3 ~. Ie r,~ t i:...es ;-~t tlle Dos~~ibilit,/ 

oi' J"'1ture for ~.:-t.I'etL_ ....... t each tir.lCi ..;tret:1tT 

j- t-llet~ t~e s~bjoct dro~. u u. e'~d 0., t": nnvel, 

tn.! stron ... , nJ hi. t~8 most Je~ini~e. ~1111i Jt,).:' 

.egeJ..il"J. off .::rs tl.r·~c :pos~ible reasons :IS to \iI:..J::.trether rejeet=> 
1+ 7"iss GO-~vpVI...... - love • ~ :Iis first ~:e.... .""".,.J~ I""' sug~es~ion iE tha: Vlan~s 

~ollett to h3ve no C'luse to suspect Jtreth~~t ~ ~o~ive5 ~cr 

re:rmini!112: i:l ri~. This possibility is substantiated Dy 

tret:-:t(~r I 5 ~ertioTl in tr.e fin .oak t'.~lt Q~ W'-l~ts to b-' 

able ~o SlY he ~ot n~t~in; o~t of t tri9 for hims21f. 

Secondly, ,Jec::elin SUi,!;'::;'3S ts ~' ... J3..Eles es ,-,tret'~erI S inte,~ri r,y 

as a foil for Ctad 1s egotis~, thereby ~ivin; ~~e rea~er ~ 

fuller c eption o[':;h:'l.d than \'T~at ":trether h,;l.~ , until, 0 

e r~',~~'I'3 ani of t!.le> nove ...,. '~6elin belipves xost stron~l 

in 11 i ,-~ .... ,1 proT10s:.i.l, ho,.. e7'''!~' ".:~ici) is tL.e uotiJc Gr.'"., 

Strether rejects Xiss ~ostrey beClJSe be feel mora stro~51y 

or r;adxo.Je de Vionnet t he re~lize3. But, ~s ~e~elin ed 

no ID'ltter '''ibich e.A'PlaD 'i t ion on:::: nec e: ts, J ~11:leS I e:~l 'm~:"tL:J. 

IP' _In t!~e 11.Froj eet" is 'I,U i. te S~ If-e:~I,lan~1.tor . "it:; co so 

.. ~f~r thr i- tot'!1 L,.::;tl~ ri ce t~ .~~ ::e _ ~ Jw. on 

t I--
()" 

L-" V '"\, ':) '1 

-!
u 



,-,.-, 

J- 1 ~ -.,. ,t-;'. I 9c.,1'!'v r e l' 

t 1. •• ~ 1- '- .~ v.~;'--

1

~ 

L 

~, 

.;' 

, .• 1-' ..... :lJ.iv1 

..., ~ ...... ..a ot v (Icier _, rtlll":J ? r~in oints OUG, 

making hi a subject 0 isa. rcv~l in mcrican communities 

ouch as \~oollett , ,,1;-'e r indiu·dualism. i fro\'med u.£",on, d 

S..lf"t", !"lC ,_,0,,,,1
II soci '-!l mi:nals" tretr-er o \oJ e~ 

, / 
Il-t--•• 1- 

",'/1 ~ •• 'l rov 
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le Vio~~et's to~e. -"e dcci"':'es to [0 in :3lJ.d 

visi-l-" ':J\.tt unh'l:'t..i :. ...' lear:1~ fJ'nr-: t:.e porter that 'S!l8 ·.... -i.ll l>~ 

out of to'.·m for. sever"ll u::tys. It nev~r occurs to ~tr:t~er 

tbqt there ~'ly be som~ti.Jirv slls;icio'.ls in t~le f':3ct t:J'3.t Sh2 

is 'u] d r'.." t; a v , 18 1e nne"' ~ ..!:lL:r, is~i::l ~..:.. ,usannc
" , 

.... I~
'n~5trolO 8.CCO !'i for .:jtr~t .. .... qilurr· t:::: ut -"-he ·:,3.Ct.:: to

get~er ~5 hein" th~ a~l~ of icex!eri~nc rein~orc~d bJ Li3 

• tr ,
increa~Jin,,: re 7l1i7.aticn t._~:; in ~ n'i 1...S em is in

" ....
cO':I.)let~. 11"1""/ ec'~ .r l 

l~ t:'_ t '1.dul=-=-ro"~ 

re11ti::ms .i;>s uo OC':i.1:' i~ : ';I '. .J bet.oleen HUC'l ~l iL eOf.le 

- ...,.JG ,rl c d.e Ifi ,- never std.rke·",i~ 

to t i -. t e two m'{Y be involved i!l sue!: '1:1 'If~ai I'. 

hhar: tel' -1 con~3ins 3tret:HH" S '3..l1.i :;h':l.d IS 

conv"?rs'~t.. '1bn It .,. nr= 1/ 'lrriv'lls. ~~re~he~ men~ion~ tl 

f let th'lL I'.rs. oco·~ i'" r~ .. ['i: --,;n~'~tiv. .8L 

,ro'rt0".:":- - r, ~r) .ic~~ "",-' G t~H~_' if; ,\'or~l ...;.l.;.. ""v 

or ~r 1 t r'ether mOl tr:.... 1, I').. t'l ,LU i~J. j • ;rn:re8s: b'1t .... 

J... 
'Jyou rr~'ently ~eet h- ii" :ou'll be ~eeti~- y,.·u 1 r 

..,. 
t·};",La 'J ... ) .;..'e'L.-r n t; '-;' t;i v --just '-:'111. I fee: liZ.=> 

,- .~ , +- lout,;( 'n~ C171b - lor, Lv f>.- !:~s ·1~ Clr. "~,, ::;1;'C ;e2<,or" 

. "1' 'l- .. ). 

n .... J. ....",.. 4' ..-.It 1..3 rJr '~1-:;1-:; ..... '" ... lJ\" ./iT'::i!l \-::'11, no d.o _:.b I, l \., =-,:l~ to :..~ ct 

' J..'.
..au l .. ~ .:.S: l;ionr.et. to S2e ", ... P tYEe of ~(~r.~!or~ '~:. 1 t ]1) i . r. ')t 

, ...to .. e:l't;i~n .j t.r:· t;-.c r, i~vo:l..v~- 1 .·...i .... . ~:..~ ef~-' , ; t ~'! S" 
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..t J i'JTI to vi.~i"t the? lad" 
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aro:: bot:. "~)rostI..\tell over vtret'1f~rI s ~ 1.: "', ~j.n lre n 1\'1 I'C' 

liT	 • L .,...... tlto	 'r- t~~Jtle~l t!~ •.?·,., ::" 1 , ~ tr l'!;e tl -;;:;\/' .-,t 1;" u.!.~, i" 

conm.... '1 r.;s. ,.Jl,rether .orrieJl·· "lerles i ~ ...,ne re sit;tinc; 4. Li • 

Ji re:"r :r:<is, II r 11 111.:.:;h1;, ::r: bo.; , for :ro -:cl Jim f etc ::ed 

liir::, \'lith ~-1 VJ1.:; Ii -+;':;1e cuff ..", thrust t~.;l-: ~·tve reli'.;f 

to tile nie tt.l.e e ~u l;~.... -:0 t t reI an the 

...." .spo~ .L	 oJ t'1l ~ ~; t~e r0'\ 1 r ·... 0 en I t ~ro.l 

.... 1. t T~ ~i.~C"" I ,J '1'~'	 , Ji7~ "I ~t~ 1. 1:' ..~ ~l_ ~"Je r,' 1 

,. ( .... .....,.'"{
•..101'1 ',~lO .' J. 

.. !"'""'1 II T.- '11 \101' ~ TI doe .£: l'v	 <.~J t ~l 

1..,"- ,.,
'. . , "Jt i-- 300k TLI ..r ~, ...:;:'v ....,"ret:·.er SOfTIa 

in 1 i. c 1. ~ ion WfJ.,t t· .lord ':Till be. In th~s ch3pter, ~tr8tner 

,oes to visi oJnr'~~ I '1nd find.;:)~eL' <1.1r~"i.:! i1 ~le cOf.](J')ny of 

r.OC :t.::c de Vi '::mne t • •• E: t:.e ~n~ses somet~in~ 

t, lnd i~jeej, t~L i!" II som~-'-~ i~: f'i1.1'1 

hectic in ...::u-"q-:: I S fr...c p " I.. ~r.i.prl , '-I":'\ t ~ .:~r r~'11 ~ z':~· t.:,:;. 

V"~ ~-.; + n,"	 L.is l;_oi; ..... er ..L.. .:.>. oJ~"'_ in L	 t; :: ir bg~k tc "" 
..... 

I~OI_ I , .... i. t:... ·~~t·'i.~F: ml t; c, '1 o ~.. ,":Jo ",10 ;'1( ;n.--~ i ... T' t .,I~l~f~t .. r-:- .... -
" -	

''':1 'Yt1.1d t C01'V n to t: ,..1.b~ect '-
I , ~ being 

, . . 
r"J 1.	 .r;- 1 r:-l ~_:-; i. .,.,tl "tc 

~r . 
',' lC,!l!:r e ~ L'f".elf, rm,d	 .'~ ~I··th tl:_ 

bCf't c-bo cst rt-'td.lr~H .) , t'"j ther ~'.I..:::'veL:" of rise ... :r',h" 

t-	 j.. t_ 1~ ~::"JVI-'r, ref'lSCS t:le of!'.r on tr .....rn~.,.., ,.. .,"1 L' 

brother to shrw h' r":-"nm hesi th,= : ct t"l~:; sl:e l-< b-2r~~ ... 
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C':J1to F'lris C~ .. ':>efore. 'u-is, ""3.11y ;: o~oek i!l 

a tone tr: ,d; bre 'j :;he cert;nin chill on 3trethc:-'s he8.:'t" 

(?20 ). 

1·:ad.,1'~·~ ,Ie "J'ionnet I',. ins Undo.lliltcd b~1 thi:-o C001 r8jec~i 

~d continues to insi t'1~. it IIOU be beneficial to ~l~~h 

to :lllO'iJ ~8r to r!,S3ist. In do:'nr: so, stle tries to mni:e 1 i,,: t_

eonverr:·'J.~Jioc \;hic~ ':Ii11 itl tero.5 t; everYOIlP, ~j choos,~s '1.S -:o?iG. 

J... •C:: 3-d ~nd ~tret~~r hi~~~l!. . :\3r desire to lcsse~ th~~ v~nSlon 

bqckfir~s, however; he see~r.s '1l'tlf1::lS to :;,'1J' the thinG ~Jhic' 

,-.rill \::Cl..lse "1 "'. n'"rr-:)\V min,], o chin:{ -e~e "I,)1""'St. 

I'1ad .; de Vi:mne I; i.c-' that. ':'arah is like vtreCt..er,.JDO 

- ....is ·\'lillJ. li:::u' a!.. to r 'ii of'cn ind_ J,v 

on.:.:- ree v 11"''''0 I 5 e ,:ti\;u :J .... +- rJ8 ... 

Viom::e~ , 

L , 

...rvl
 

s ....
:=-. .1 .. ~ 1•• 1. 1-. v 

l~ 
t_Lf'" c i.v~ ,

v 

. 
o " in.i~1t l nf.~t)r:~; ....:'r : ~ ~:u.:. ... ..: v ... 

.l- +. , -.._ ..... ".,,,_; •• j"l 
",I:;; ro. ...... 

l-
T 

t., po- -'.,.,; OJ''''! ) , - .. ~ ... t.' ;1.1 

L· _~ J 1- ~ , .• 1..~ u.. i. ~ 

1"""!": _ ...... 
... .1'_1
 i!l S,J s~ort 1 t-i:lle as ":t~e~hp.r. 

In <1el.--: i t i ')n , she makes look even ~ore dc~enerate in 

t ul.. .:1ar'ih t s eyes i ... i th c OID:nen:: : ..... t'>':'l ~ r . ..,t:r~...,'ch.is - .... .., cr.in""," 

":I"-~ rill :=hOH YOU, is :.:' v"" 
1 .. y1; -, " v J 
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h.:: c 

before his loyalty t ~l~o~t anyone ~l-~. 

0 ...", .., 
~ - .... ffiore tense ler ,,-,'U' 

_v ~ode Vionnf't be~ charra F.l. ><:L'1. e 

,...of, of all tt.i t=:e l::..ciir;s 

",hOll tL' 

in rl diinvolv 

'VD et in "lri Ja:ymarsh ed'
out; o~ t~_~ onvers;.,l,tion before \1hi.le tretner bec '~De ore· 

Dore reckless on hada~e e . onnet IE beh'llf. ~ now on the 
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obvi0usly'jwbvard subject oftrether' s friendship with ~iss 

.., - s tr"=y, bro.J.cl1ed bv ~:ad lJ.1~ ~ ~iJnnet, Jtretter visibly 

olus~es. "d.Yi~:l:'S~''s eyes meet his in tl1is uncomfortable r::om

en t, ,_ " ....omel;hinP: de'3p--so.:nethins bu LIt on t:.~ir old relati0l1

ship--InSf>ed in this complexi tJ, bet·./een them j he ::::ot the s:" 

li.::J.d nf ~) lo:.r1J.ty t:.1.t stood behind '111 ::lctull 'eer 1LlCR7:ionsll 

"'i:iG) • 

•~S :,")trethe1:' 5t~D.df; behind 1 __ e Vionn:::t, fiO .! 3.:,'1L.'11'." ... , 

for tim<:-, s t; ~:-J,i!" behi:1d ..... trc to .0 ~ill l~t~: join th~ 

siJe 0': rah ~ocock, buL not out of 1 of IOYllt/ or 

for::dl}e for evidentally fp-_ls :h1. t .~ tret n...... ' "' 

lau r":1i:l r it UP wil;b. r~::ld<l!je dt: Vi et in ran lacock's p~rlor 

i::: not fit 1;ir:g beh'lv' l'r C'or , a..cln eri~n ~8ntle~aQ, so 

he will tr-;r to brim:: ~trether home agai:l. 

te"int;/hilp, "';tret:'er is aJ.yi -'..is to he'll the "r "ll \-lOrd fro ... 

.. oollett' !'QI rti ,~-

~- y.SY LCJ.Ll-'  it:"! •• ~1, '" 
..,.. , 11 .... ...... ' ~Tionr:.e· i1 DO;;' ..L c 1 • _. tl 1. f ficA 1 t ,. is t' u ...l.. fV."~ ~.,I 

--Trris.=. ~·""1~ i.n .... t b e 3:l.'111e;.; '-; -ign o~ .- no":; b~inG the 

sa':l old Jhad t~cylve beEn for the 1 t ttlr o -J ~, gloweri._ 

~ ~ 1-'·1 e s" II ( - I (J "\ro ~.....:' \.,,_ \..:(t... ~ T\... ) • ~ Vior~at eA;reSSGS ~er 

~ ~o ~tr~t~er for t~c 1(; 3toocl b7 ~)t}r :':t'C •..I:,:r[J~l' 5 

salon, 'lDd ~le I:!ode::>t17 stotCf: tu).v 'as looki~~ a~ter ni 

l-t:0\': best inte:-e . , , , ··/ell. ibe t,..m discus~ t'-L8 r (JCO': S, ll 

t l' ~ ...~~trl..!t~_/)I' e .... t brin;<: r oIJinion 0 ... 



..........1 ... 
.; 

~ c t 
.., 
v r J.. to b 

in·~ o ~ t.1. . , . ... c' 

; ~., 

~ .. i:: L. 

., . ,.. J.. 

~ , 

II , 

- 1 

-~ J.. , 
i 

.~r'" 
-,1 + + C~I~ con

-it) 0':' 't;: .i S'~ u!-"" i bout th~ v itors fro ,oollett. 

i c S C 'n:'-:15 t:".Le 00 :repr~rin 

<;~v s cen ," Je I re m rryi ' ..... e· Ine. II e '"l r-

c , 
1I~+ 

..J.. \J 
,--f''' 
1. c"t;0·i hi trIe J.. 

l/.r,r ,. .L 

J. . II r 
, . 

" -- 1 

, . 1 

, . 
~ 

-, 

. ~ 

~he G 

. ..
' 

,-. i. ':'01:'"'1 a!:. 1_
~ 



... 

h·~ 

(-' r 

I 3., t ; 

'-VOl (")i'J S 11 ~ 

if ~I? \" t!I':': 

f 

f' 'vi ~nn~ 

'lionnet of 

re~l.C 1:; i 0 

~nc of 

'luirer:1er.. t. 

vt 

~"o:r ':;lqd, 

a.lso done 

stun~8~ at h~r 

f~i t ('T' , '('1 'i 

",1: • ., 
'.il 

". I _ 

! ... i.. 10" 
.:r (~ . L 

hi.s 

1;0 

l 

r..: 
~UU 

~1,"S i r \'.. ~llin'- •.:;, !' '3.:i[,ll, ni I~ve. is denyinl: it 

1 .OIT,i;tt3·j hi oi;;e~~ insinc ·rity. .,'3 is 

cancel for his 'J.I'Pl'OV II of :; 'e ;:-.1 11, rH1 feeL:: 

II i" }, >" "0' L II ( " c;~ \ 
don lon';!l 1 ..... ~...L J...u ~ /t:' ) • iie lS cv/-,". :nor 

...... phe !"e 1:' iZ8C 
'" 4-

full i:rrr:ic~+;i'"lns of :;~r.L ·1J. ' ~: ';;'1'

<..J,.Y ..rI' r.:J1Lin~.:: & mnrri~ce for Je::..alle, •.,rbiG'h !:on,-~it::ur 

s inc'lP,~ble of lOin!"", he ~ l1!le ae 

'my fin9Xlcial worrie.:; she :nay ve h, ~3 ~l r:-tS 

:1i.s bv her, f u.lfi llt3d t~.J.e role 0: ":lusb~e .' 

!--,...... _1.~ ..!oviler. I:or<:ove "i. IU-,d .,no bet·I·:~~ 

~ e :ie Virm _ rt JDr't· 7: l'it 

t".,.,,.,. ,~ ..0-...... oJ '" r ~ to__ l.lt .. -
~. ,., 1- ' :I:.J. .::: o fref...; J '}.:!l ' ,i=-s..; l~'" iriin~ 

,. 
J[l :J c. ~: b -'~.J t f:"~...:.p 

Q~J s,:tL;fyi1l5 tr.:.e re~..L._ 

~r;pe lr'1nCt S i Je:'t.."1ne I S !llarri:'):~e ~~u"(l= t~le arpe"lr

~esrect~bility for Doth mothe~ 9.u::;:'J.t,n". ~'or
 

""reed.on :. 5
 ~+i~ ·····'ut .::,o:u _. Cl •• l~ -r'.~~~li ... .. "" .... 

it t I:: .!'ffi )f 'eni:l1; f' 1 ... , :- 10\ 

on .1 ~ , 1
~ _.. .;. o ~ ~l Cl"-:' bt~~~ .tl'e t... 

Vi on'1_ C !- I ,-,t:; C'.. t. 0 ~ ..._ ~ J _ 



v 

~ 

trether leQv0s, promisinE MaJ~~~ ie Jicnnet e ,·:i11 not teD 

an,T':ln<: 0 f t~e clrr'-.r.. nt urd;il it is Qffici~l, C 'U'I'lC3 1:l,j ',I 

."it' l~i II::: rsfined dis ::uised supressed r "1~;si;11 of her fgce ll 

(252). 

~any cri+ics ~~v~ tried to prove that ~tre~ber is in love 

wi th I'"13d"c. Vionne". ':lhOllllS J. ontly, for exa~~Le, ;~ys 

t':1'1.t 1I11':er<J is I" trIe doubt t Ht ....trether t.:1S f jllen in. lov~ 

....lith ~.'1{l'll'"le ~1"J VioYlr~et 1 rod. th'lt ':1e ta~es viC8rinus sat-

isf~c~ion in Chnd's ~ r 'ire H'I7 8hristof'lh Lo n!1 coes so 

f~t!' rotS :;0 S"'~"P '"..- .... ~ S,.- i:j '-,i-: avio nJ 0':; i'.'1 nee o s~l-

4P
ion, as he mVht:erio J. won~n ~ould be. 

n~e critic~l ~r I s shoc 1

~ ..... ,. (:'_i8il1' l~ Vi ~ i

: " - 1 ... ;-; r'~ I. r 

1- rr.n i ~ ': :~'~r-

1 .. 

;1 f'trC~'-f~r --P~llt "'hie11 

~." y', (; r;· .leI'_. 0110' If' -'- ... --....i.. " int'~~· T' 

t ";. 't 1. '"' n s • :tre I;" mi'! - .1:"::: c. 

... ... )11.... +- i.::: - p

" 

., ..:.t 1 r;:1-'lr .. 0 ~ 

-'-' ' , rll!.!:. '1-, '~ r:--;;rin of-:- of J!?·3.~!1e. 
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llYet it is illIle Jp ionnet who is planning for her ovm chil' 

the cri::Ie to ivhicb. ;:)trether' .5 h3ve been opened, thv 

\. 11.11 -rrri-··- o contI.' v. .....trettlc;rJ. 

II in lov 

):1::

.~ J.1" 

e-v 

.. • j. t ...'1er --,t ~ J.,J.- ..a,J ,'ir 

~t-J~ t ...... .1~ ,.e~7 ..... '" 3 '" .... ,t.. t0iUt. 

~i:; is -dO 

9.n•.1 I'~ L3 .r111rse 

... 
0"'" t; ..~ " D :'1."" !.. ... ' 

v 1.1 

.... ... in~rli·u 

.... ...""it.Hl 

· ... i:;e t:~ 

l- .t-- T- ~ In 1:' 0&:...1_ "0 'is hi~~ 'con,':\; . - toe to 

t:.\~ idC:'11 1l C'1::J4 ). e r...8'n.·· ,his co COn3~!mt en

:i11 1 aris h a off.~, especially y~utJ. e 

L ,...a. -'le~' ~~re w h-.:t.vin" ;;heir '. .d he .:J now j u.. 

1aitin~ wnil l the; o so. .~r8.h, too, ""' 

lae9,l; .:;he h f;~llen in lov::o. utrether's iu~al ~L lrah \ B 

eal are t':lO very different thinr-es. becfluse il'roli~it in 

;,.;,tret~erls is the ideal of l~",!·n:"n..: ~l.~,-,ut or.:.f\';:j slIf ::l.!J. 

fo11owin~ one's consci~nc~. 3ut :::.::,3.!l is GOO IL?onic to see 

Itsi~e h0r doollett xoralitv to le'ITD ~b ut herself or a~yon 

'lround -bel.'. 

. ' 

t 

.~ r8ve 

w , 

..0 



s 

-.L\~e. Ins t 'lords of tr.e chRotcr rire .Jtreth'2l.' IS, "!:Sut t:"'e:::-e-

as usual--Ne :11~t:! II (259/. '~ese ~ord5 refer to t~a seeiliin

inconsf;;~l.lencc I)f Lo.;:lic'~ kno~'lin;;:: ;;:;.bl)tlt Jim' ulterior :;lo:ive 

for co~ing to ;~ris: not fOT ~~~d Jnd ~trether, but :or fan. 

i>i.-1ie is a.lso focus o~ Book I~, c ter 3, in vlhich 

otret:1C ~ 'elVS ':;' c'lll on ......i:r:l~~ .i.nd fin·13 n e home, .hil·.: 

10'1.0 in tbe roon, :-3t::7et:li::r discovc ~s a If;;'t~er 'dd.re ;':E:',cd to 

':'~r9.h from r:rs. ~,e'':,,;oI:le, ~ rt:3.1izes t'1·~t t1:.e t.,o l'"~'lv0 be,~ 

_ .. 1 o:"'d is reDinde th'lt; w. '. icn':I'ed by 

'ooll·?tt ..cor 30::..e ti It re~1ders in hiL it f re .~1- .OC!',,·; ,Jf 

11 \.!~..::t ~ h- 1 '1("[":')°r:'n't l=-l''1.J:l disinhariteJ Jf>,./o"'1d :lFl '-:J" 

...:.re t:-:,~r ~1Q1Jj rr-: -izesJ.. t; n riO lr- !i ro tUI':l :" 

tv le'"v,; t~~ir:\.inc t t t' ,:. :::' r~ i. 

c. SOC1'..~on t-.n h:!~ on -':;'~(:; bolcony. 3elieV1I1'W!..lC!1 

.L.~:~ 
-..I..f;r n lo V .l,.-.., ,:;irds :-.Li:nsal raJ' R!1 en;:.)lmter. T:lO 

fiLure t:-:e.rl t10ves into vie;-l ::3.nd .~trct11eJ' ~:erce ives t:J.';it t!1e 

-'erson i.j not ;3 u· 1'1, O~Jt I1lLlic. ~ut insv Jd of elY.:,!'? "c!'lir~,.:.J 

~A .. :-.c"~n\~l	 TI·'~ ::.r r~tr, at'~ 

T'.hiG~l I f~ , ut	 ~ l ~tru.ck, 1J:on~ 

o~~ervi!l_ ~p.r , thJt h·.:.	 ~ e t~. ~ng .:le h·' nS2,-. De 'ee~ 

. ~ II COin':> t" . ", ..~IIt~~~ cc~li now be br'u~ht In. t... :] the c_ .... ~ LL._.L .. --.,I 

b8t'.,:een them II :'eDresen 08~ibili t3· • of ~30r..;e co""

zll...•niG ltion baffle,j b cci r03." i bili t,,~lf 

80'J'_' l''..~l'1t:ion ~F ~r.;:t; un lCK'.O·,"ll 

_L 

I ~J.ftcr t' U,3 Gont· 1>1 ti"~ h , .. ' 'ii_ -ter S l' f1' ~ .... 1 

lcon/ 1 uno e 'l.:i:'in..... ";c~conr~'.: purcl 38fu1 t~t2 i a rc.'1.:l. 
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, '"Ill tt TI'l..L· ,::. 'Y'\
,.., 

e di~~c ~ve r.: ......, .... _~ L!~ll~ .. e t 

the- -..{ne~1e i~,:,"-:...t- or her f e.il 

nTl,-;d un:" ir of 

cof' 11-~:>:; 

~ ..;.. -1 , 

..,. 
-'oJ 

.L. -. 
.l..... 

I -"' 

,- el J 

: .L

_f ,... re'illy love£-j hi Qr not; he 

ao her (:uty, :irst to her mothlr, 'l!: tben to 

fidencc ""';:3 ::> as neqr a~ theY C'UIlC to C:!]J lS t 

," " ( ~.,8.bl:.r in love ~] i I; 1 ....!l'·.l 'l. 
\ 
) . l.'ho ,lI~h uns 

1 '1'~ -: 1 u!}fle~~, l; .:l. in:; •- , c. j:.. e to 

r, J :' ..1t 

.. , 

~ , 1 ~ 

.. , .L... 
" 

, 
oJ 

~ 'J' . ... , 
L(' 
.'-

'I 
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l. 

m1.-. 0 .~ I; n 

th'!" .' r lh i 

'H'r~'~;l r. ..E' 

re18xe n ar OD3~rve'" ·I~ '- " TQ ',:~irf] :1;O;:;:e 

-~Ci .1-.1-,'!!':l!"l .. , .... - relt .- of t; '..-.: .to-r c t::'e C' f'J.irl v 

i"l " of' ",'",11 (, ...... !'"')'
scre~l in tc' ";'-: e _, . •L· (.. .. ( . t.C 1 'r.e real

iz ·s. ·~J11;~n she doeo ret'J.!' to he )_·J.:J.er .:luty-bo~md 3;:; L. , 

she will Jesce!1d upon him j :! it 't/o'.lld b8 Iointed to bi:n, 

u...'1'juestion'lbly, to receiv... er entiTlJ weiGht ll (-70). 

.... Art:, h !G l.ttr'tcteJ. t~ I"~ obc- "'''r_B..I'Hb. ' • reSE; 

;~vqtion 0 C:;O::"4~ 0::' ::...tret· .<'-i'~nd.~ , tinlch r,i.C-::; '1ccount

little hi lhF ~'s 'joi.n!"': in ~loE;~ c()nvGr"'~lti()n wi tn -':tr~ther'l.t 

the openinc. of tl [o.r~er e::-..-rl,ic.j to :-.Jtret".eI 

·~s 'l!l objectiv(_' ObG81'Var, Ihat;'; ~I'~~h I S eujcyme~t of the p3.rt 

me'3..ns: " . . . she's pl~D3ed ~ith it 3. .' -/i... }l ai.s caoaci t'.~ 

to d.o t', i.s kir~d of t -~in~;--r:lorc th'111 Sh2 h .,fj been Lle'"ised dit 

" ....·1nythin-:. for B, lon,- ti I'::. But she w.::u::.t~ him to sno'.l 1" t'1.ere. 

:ic: b~:-;; n" I'i. ::1 t :c ,J'l:ite it on tIl'_e _~~~s-,o~ UP, "( ~71 ) • 

tT'P"'h'~~'..... ~Ilo,.J T'o-~'or.:~p J " i ...... 1'1:; :.J 
.J-n .... "'1 

.J l. _ _ -, _. vi""'" # t() bSojrv'l ';ion i;;; .... in 

[ his 'lttitu .lb t~e [eorlo it ~ioll,?tt r:C'"lJ from 

r'ri ...Little Bi L_ .::- -h'1d to rrlr)ve :li 

c~~r~ ~ld cleverness to ~oollett ~~d pl~ce t~qm before peo~l 



7
 

ti1ere, are reall~r just ',5 r:oo·i riS tbe ""oplc in I J.ris. 

~t~ether ~~rees, b~ 
II 

e _.uch _ - ......'"'-_ :.. -'. 
isn' 'riC"'........ .1 .._i 

I... ~ e .Oi'l os.:-iL1 11(271). 

~Tame::,' 'JJ.)J.' cL~ll' ,:;tors, .~...... n -I ri'i 

ill ttl·,Ll:' le~'irG to luvP, 
--' 

o,:;i t~· of iml'u 1:--".-:>, '1.~T no"': Ue 
perec by knowle~Jb; ~~ey
 

by it, or tr~n~~i~~r~d,
 

Q~~niric~nt in error. T
 
allows them full fr-~~:m
 

, .l..Iusi ns, to perpetu'te tLei 1" 
allO'.V's their darker cc.mterl' rt 
confirm theillselv~s in evil. J1 

I~e thin."': thrd; makes t, -= i':ood r')c cers In r;u'is "1 ossiblF'" 

ic: -J;'.elr l<'ick 0':-~()nC8r~~ for cstabl:'shl3c rules. io'..,rr~v,=,r, 

-ci~ ~oodnes~ i~ te~,er 'Jh "iICir. _'Ftot:k c'llls 

";nor' cc-tleless"" s • ~t 5 ~t;e:, h'1V'~ ol t:-.in.":'. th··~t 

~tro.t:-"er -,-~'lrn only bra ~lly, but their k~Dwled~e 

,
do'~s not [1'1\.e -::"'0:" ri'·.... Irl:jt.e ., i-'- ~" ,.. -.., l/~ ... 11',:onI1e r':'.11 , I' 

as l'.i:>n 3'lrr'lc,:, I'~"fer,' to nC',rly Aver-I. b t~c novel, but 0': 

~ , L+TO"1 • .3tret- .E:'r' i ~. ..:1 T: [OY' v "C; ,-,r. 01' ,li..'11. "u' t8 .::.~: t)t ..v;
 

,
• eo' Lt.' ",!1 • lp'J"1 " oJ ) -A '; t::.()~" n1 ~ '1 ')1], -::7 ,. e ",:b:L l,..~r't.J!' J\""I.AU 

..,t·· ..·... n,j ..pocl."! "1i::"k'P1f , h ·L~...: ~( ..... .. '. i t" t::p. I'U
 

(' ..~ 
. '''-T'.- 1"" : ...
,:1':-''- , .. 1 :J "::t .... ", 

1 ..... 4- .. ,,- , .L -...., 

- I., \.. - t" ..... 1 _. '1'; ." ..~ . . ~·l.LJ l:i 1,:1 

-, 1 ..1._ . 11:- I ~rf-) l')"" n 4~r'i r-i ci:-. -() L 
J ,..-. '::,., 1 r. " -{""'\ .



.... t..&--

r., ........
 

..... L ."--'o.m .1':7. ... : :ill 

, 
t~ (-; .... 0' 0• .L w , J- - . 

1_' , . - ;..... Jo·l' - - 

L..:) ,,ul ....uu.btedlj referrinc to :1i.., 

so 1 l11 '{'1C'1;'.'3r country ,'Uld h~vin::; been so 
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Ch'ld I;] circle '1.rf": vic,'Jin- intereqtedly, to SP,? ~ir,'l~ he ....ill 

d'J :text. "';e l{nou ;you ;.;.:::; tLe hero of -:::he dr~; q I Je'ro 

"itnered to se'i W::'lt you III do!" (~':O). 

:·:ot onl J is ..:tret . .=.r' 1mde.:' t,le :~Gl'utiny of t .risi l_~, 

be .3 un .tc l' s~hf'Jl ;:;Ye ,'-' 'ell. In noo 

,.-h~};t~r ;::., "lip frienj .rri.ves ~o anO:)'lncu t .,;t :"'1:::".11 i;,; c .,mi 

to visi~ this very illJrni r i~h~s to find ~tret~er In. 

4-' ....His react-ion is to fe t t~1f' l, l:TIC l3 ~uickly appro~ctinw 

·,.,rhen the rt.l'l.l .ord [r:) ..roollet :i11 come from "::dra!:l hursel 

q:-ld t~clt if tc i qJ.'f;J for thcl enc ,:,ur. l:;c:', i _.3 .:0 

one'e -C· ..·..;.1:; "but !:1.S O\v .1cvcrt:-leles::;, he is :.... 't nervous .it 

the t:J.C·.l,)'l~ of the petidin,~ c 1 ~ "lax and j okir...::;l:' _l::kp sh, 

",I':,::';.!:; i;1 £:28 comint~~ for--t. ill me':''' ('"'86). ;'non

i~\..':s !:i:n, II .":he' s cor"in .0 DQ very very ki tc you, d yc,u 

.uUSi.. let r;:~ g '-l~..T J...c·t h()~e ll'll not b~; 1 ~sr o t 

ht:>l'c-plf" (~- ~.) "'-j ". L':: 
'.I ... _ L..,J' • ~ l.~ ,r -liev.-'" h~ i~ .A ....... v .... - i
 

.....trC' ~~.f' r I ~. lie:: ~ i J.+- ~ -0:.- p:'ovi 1 i,. '1 :10~1l1S ~Ol' Jtr~t~~erJ 

-,De ~. on .0.;0 rJ 7.1' 1 '1 in t
 

r
 

tc. 'J':" GC1'1tly l~' c1 b 11';':"J 

" lo!!s ::1, ,,4- t e =- ococks b..r 1 J..:1' in.:: ~JO 

J-' 
l~ 

, 
u VJ ,.,.. l~ • ri 1ii - 17 ..1 ..., I In..; t .~ \,.4 l,.A. ., , 

n I~'},- -dn~~ t-' " ... " - 'Y' ~ 0 co <3 <t~ l:I~. o~oc'.r' ~ vi.::;it i c ,~O 

r~:-'ll-lin L~o '0 '1 ! 'I i Dr-+" (-;''''r)l.~ t-y
~ \~ ." 

.l- •J .. c r"..'~ ..;. ' expl .~.,lon L' l"':rs. .: occ ck I 3trc':;::::;r Cf'_t 

_urpos8, but CO::les to susrect, O!lCG 3.;:;ai7_, ,:~1at ~e kno,;,s 
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... 
.i 

.. 

v' 

- . ., . , 

Of ... 
tCJG,; 

• I ~ ... l' ~ d.th him"(?l'""',))
~ ... 

...:J:lrr"JL! C he 1. "w'ir.,n 1 .... or .1 coul 

only feebly exrres~ Boo r 

"' 
•
l.U me j' _ res, 

~ ~l '"'!'~ t:~ .r' V.l.. .1.:..:. ..... 
~·t ..... .., L h'JV1_;.., lr 

con , ..... , +;1 _t . .; T"t .. 
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.... .. 

.' ., . ;-.c 

TL_ t' ,.. 

Lr 
-..) -' 

f,:')~1"'<Jboth .')tI'~t':cr l..n.: t>le ... , e-.J u JI'~t'l :rocock' [; o\....~ 'ior\L~.~.L.. 

.,
1i~ t,ne ~; ... i.-:ch, '1~ it .~~!:c • ":he uC~'J':Ld5 ~tr'p. th 

re"'l,rn t.) l"'::rs. !.c ....n o~e, f'to~. in::: only ~'1l t,r: L:ne 

......ocoo:.ks or; th 1i:' bri~f .~C'joolrn into ..: ltzt:>rl:>nJ. .~e ~ J.CS::lon._ 

~hr, ~, ',11'11 'r1. ...l~ "Cen if he N8r~ to rrj fuse. "Are your ins tr'lC t ion c. 
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rr)T:1 r'lrs. I;ew£"ome t::l:lt yo'.). sn3.11, eve!l at the Vl0rE.C, :1bsoluct::l 

and irretL' i v'l~ly bre::lk ..." rJC?lf(':l'"''») r E:S v_*1....- • 

ber 1.nF ruction U'_ Ilt):L ~ ~tr~th~r'n con~ rn, _'_ ~ ~:i -.J.:....e 

"veccr::te . nCI'easi:~"'l vc1ef'-:'''1Js ':t:'l' "TIoL., 

c:,:' 1f-ri to he ~Cllse,3 trot; :el' f:' en si!lS lC1.rc* 

_. 0': lif~ over ~. 

1'/0::', 

ide'll exifcence Lrs. :J6ome ·~ou.ld ;)ff'C:r hi-::. ~he is indignan t 

that utrether c'm even consider for a mo=..ent r:"lu.e de Vionnet 

to be worthier of his 

"W:TInn tLTld. " d~cener 11.:e .l.lTIe :md tL 

O''1:n mot:-:er. 

.....tret;ier 'protep,ts t~l \t 1.f on' v'l r \, 1d be oren-mindpl, 

~~~ would _~r~e wi~ Je fil:lnnet I !;,~ c,r ·tr:n. 

'';:h:5 is ~le 1I'17 t!>2 wro 1~' , '1~~ l~ ;11., 0':':; ..... ,rqh C:l'

Y> ~ 
J.. ., mJ. .'l ..:;t.3· c; '0 ::.~l.~ vi th '~lode: 11 10\ 

a b::' u s~"}, e,.n.1 (: ,1 t'1e o::;.n!'11,! on : Jl"'~... o~e to Ie 

• ,-r': II.l-. .. ,..,tr li..:!':ter, bOi'J _·l::I-..l ,:iG 1. l" ,t}:~ '''lor', L.< 

( '~')~\ . _ J-' +.' ~.} -; I • v'Gr~ I"rl~l' C'-iT onl:~ 'i~"" t ..~ ever 11 to o:f~.L -.... " 

'lD,yon _, !..J.J. .fter all, isn't .t.'\. ..... u~~ better in lari8 

'00111'> i-o+ ?thrm ~Jh.~n S!le 1 "If,t '''1 ..; him l ~ u "". 

-.-,~'is 1uas~ion incenses arab, m it is cl~~r ~o tne re' e ,L 

at thi.s point tb..~t t"~e '''nJi'/s, -,r susp~ct~~, sometoin.-:: of 'd~_:"cn 

,3tratller is '.1nCiW"1re. ;rhe li .... 01' kIln 11 ~ 1.:e has not -ret 

illuninated !:111 for hi~, 3.nd for .:..>"lr~b the lmo:'1lo;d:e h'1S onl~I' 

deanened the n1.rro\oJ-:ninJ.ed side of her c:::lract. r. It'or sno 

evident911y ~ues3es ab ut t~e adulterous relation3~i~. .:'his 

is t~e Jl'iin re3son she i:'3 so .. .J.~t:d by ..:tret rIel' 1 S 1. tti t .lri·3 
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anj I/;~LY hI? 'believes :"'lI"~h is over-!..~ ~-:i~ t t:'l.e :.;i:;'n+-ioD. 

...."'If" .J- ,,~t~"f-' E't ... r, '.1 :L, over'-r 'et-ion 0' not, 8..I' 
--~ 

c:t1':'.J is irreversible. 

Ee ask!:: her if ~~Ll.t:l Joes not consi.ier ':';~l:ld' 5 i2Jprov8J!.ent 

~. ~ " ., she respon.l~ t'-i'lt SIlt' ... .Ln..... s it "hi.deol1 co" (°96) . 

3il~nce rei.~ns Poll bout t:H3 cDurt:-'ard as Gtret' ... e.::- ac~nr)" dges 

~ler opinio'1, lIeb, iI ,you t1"linl: tt I.t--! II f i nL,:-. '3 S t t:.c 

th:ucht L~r hi_, "·.:'h~n 11' a C:L"1 end? )0 better. 

I d ...l +:hink ~l1lJol '. ( ..... ~. u o 

oJ.. ' ~ .,..,.l 'r- u: .J..Jard I.d "0 rd"':;V ". 

10 b ~.:~... :'hc liCht i 

.,..,c(' 0: :! '1 rr . ~ i 1-,I,I.J ~ ... , ..."'\J~ -- ~ ~ 

i. J..'::: +- .....1 __ v_-. t of ~i, 'lL: :"n t:..c S '.IT1I1,V il 

,
'0-... ~"i,l-'lt L·J--:l..,4' ~!.-'CJ- ~-..~ we. ... ·t ~ .! ",,;rl"1.J. 1 !! ~ - l~ 0""" .. 

,"-J.. " - - 11 ' ....Ir·..- \i ... h . l ., .•
 
..... . , o • 

, ...
.... - - - - 1-:' -~, ~ '. tr(":tO~L'r~rl. J 

n t':e cloom of L.;n()r inc ames eviden t :111:,- ',';.'ill ted u.s to ~n 



r.2L 
-' 

.,...... .
"'1.. 

~ 

L u 

i ~ 
J 

-:r z 

'c uil 

c:;clos it t 

1; CIJ f1:'\! ..Jtr':'t solv ~n.::; ~lbil~.:- opnr3tes. .i. 

the secDnd c pmph:u',is i C' lnced on 1'7 .....0 re:sul t of t.~(;;:, 

abil: j J~S i t wtion. .e c 

",":8 
.. . 

1-1, ....... i:::; ne·~rl.y to i;:le
 ~anding 

- . the critic3.1 stat in3..bili t:; 

'0 ':.C\:; ot' ~~,n ~ccorl1nt tc n'S ~wn 

and is 

,"'.ons(;ie~ce • 
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J.1iI.2
 1.;:'" 

;.lthoil['l :''Ulb!?rt ~tret!:,::r hus lost ~is 'unb 1.c;~):.H.lors·2i!-" 

Ie is Dot ready ta le,.vc Faris. :!e h3.2 not ;yet reached full 

~mow1ed~e; he sees through the self-righteousness of tee 

ococks, and in turD, l:rs. :,C;WGo:nc, but s no~ yet le~rlled 

the truth about :; and. l'~<;l.dam~ de Vionnet. II ,-,tr~t~.1er ",,'ere 

to de;~J.rt J.t _is Doi in t e novel tbe story ~ere to 

ena ~it~ his depnrtur' the novel ':lOllld Dot be about 3. !Lan's 

stru:;-:le for i:mer knoi'llp,dge. But :.3trether ioes not le~ve j 

::-Ie is not rcE.....J, he st firm 'lG inst ',':0 01 L::t t t 5 :tttemot; 

manirul3tion. _e ts to se:;; I '3ris i ~c t:" r; :1e .:an~ E; 

to onjo -~e company 0 .iss Gostrey; ~e H::.nts tv se ore 

or :;' '~il ~nd ~:ad~e de Vionnet, if, th:.lt is, they ,lecide to 

..:: t :1Y in L '1~' i ~ . ~e re~ult or his ~ulfillin~ t~ese ~esire 

t~,,~.. ..... .-rot
1 _lS hie b~ic~ fDrce~ to tCC ect; _" ..4.0 ._"'" of tte ~I_:tl: ~el"'Ot;..3 .reI 

tionship betJeen two peon::',:: bL lil'~e.3 .:t!HJ !'e:;~t:cts. Ll13 rlC

cer:t.'l::J.cl , unlike t;'- ,t -\ :- little 3ilbau 3.Dd I'.iss b·jlTJ.ce, Ibn 

accept wiLhout luestii ~,:~mes afte= jud3ing Ghadls beh~vior, 

but not ::-d~w:e de Yi onne t ' 5, as ilIlDorg,l. ~ ltnou';h ..tr2tner 

juriCBS "::hld, 1:.e does not interfere '.·;i th r:i~) a f .:t ~...hich 

Stl0':15 t"18 d ~ f fel'e=~cc Df~t··, ..:en hims81f .!lC ,.1(-. ~.~ I _ r l!.li lJ in 

,:oollett. CnlY b:/ firi'lll.; lC ~e~ :-;iull: t;- p re .ill ~.·l ,::,._~'1 r~e C0ill 

l~ te1-[ seed 'lid olel ,';oollett r~le~ of bah~vioI .;:: -"i,-·ll 

1 i s n e'.·:f ound ri~3i"lIl l'leY.: of l,orality. His m'm inner v!11uc~' 



96 

must completely emerge and operate to make him the Puritan 

man, and they do so in the last two books of the novel, 

showing fully the significance of Strether's final days in 

Paris. 

Book XI, chapter 1, concerns itself with a conversation 

between Strether and Maria Gostrey. He tells her of the 

Pocock's departure and the departure with them of little 

Bilham and Waymarsh. The image of Strether as a solitary 

man outside of society recurs, here, with him all alone with 

the exception of Miss Gostrey, and, of course, Chad and 

Madame de Vionnet. Miss Gostrey confron~Strether with the 

question of whether or not Strether is in love with Madame 

de Vionnet. He replies, "It's of no importance that I should 

know. It matters so little--has nothing to do practically, 

with either of us"(309). This response may seem strange 

coming from a man so concerned with learning. But often in 

the novel he is reluctant to learn, and he will later tell 

Madame de Vionnet that he avoids truth whenever possible. 

Here is one example of the t~uth being within the grasp of 

Strether's mind, but he does not press for discovery. vfuether 

or not he is in love with Nadame de Vionnet is irrelevant, 

for it does not inform upon his mission, nor, in a larger 

sense, does it advance his self-knowledge. The "us" to which 

he refers is ambiguous; it could refer to himself and Miss 

Gostrey, or to himself and Madame de Vionnet. It is not 
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stated whom he means, perhaps, to reinforce the fact that 

the matter is not important in terms of Strether's personal 

growth. 

One matter of importance to Strether is the real reason 

that Miss Gostrey disappeared so suddenly a few months 

earlier, just about the time of the garden party. She says 

that her reasoning was that if Madame de Vionnet said something 

to her detriment, she would be far away and would not have to 

return. Strether believes this excuse and though the reader 

may be a bit sceptical; the true reason for her departure will 

be revealed to both reader and Strether in the final book of 

the novel. 

Another topic of importance in the conversation is Miss 

Gostrey's further implication that she hopes Strether will stay 

on in Paris to be with her, which remark Strether parries and 

turns the conversation to the instance of Sarah's departure. 

She asks how he now feels about Mrs. Newsome, after all that 

has passed with Sarah. He acknowledges that Sarah acted the 

way he expected her to in light of her disappointment with him. 

He tells her that Chad has asked if he does not regret the loss 

of the future that his mother could have provided for him. 

He never answers the question because Miss Gostrey does not 

ask. Strether sums up his estimate of Mrs. Newsome's dis

appointment and the reason for it. 
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That's just her difficulty--that she doesn't ad
mit surprises. It's a fact that, I think, describes 
and represents her; and it falls in with what I 
tell you--that she's all, as I've called it, fine 
cold thought. She had, in her own mind, worked 
the whole thing out in advance, and worked it out 
for me as well as for herself. Whenever she has 
done that, you see, there's no room left; no margin 
as it were, for any alteration. She's filled as 
full, packed as tight, as she'll hold, and if you 
wish to get anything more or different out or in 
•••• What it comes to, is that you've got mor
ally and intellectually to get rid of her(315). 

Strether remarks that he has not only not gotten rid of her, 

he has not touched her. This is indeed true, for he has not 

tried, beyond the last meeting with~Sarah, to get Woollett 

to change its mind. He simply trusts Mrs. Newsome to be fair 

and reasonable and learns that these are attributes whic~ she 

does not possess. 

The chapter concludes with Strether's speculations about 

Paris in the summer. Miss Gostrey warns that he may be left 

with her as his ony companion if Chad and Madame de Vionnet 

should leave town. trether hopes to clarify her warning by 

asking if they would leave in order to get away from him. 

She answers abruptly, "Don't find me rude if I say I should 

think they'd want to"(318). She gives him every chance to 

realize that they want to be alone together because of the 

nature of their relationship. Her straightforwardness causes 

him to have an "intensity of thought under which his colour 

changed"(318). But he brushes off her implications with a 

smile and a joke, and she lets it go at that. 
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Book XI, chapter 2, concerns Strether's visit to Chad's 

later that same evening. Because Chad is not at home when 

Strether first arrives, he fills the time by thinking of how 

far he has come since he first arrived in Paris and briefly 

mistook little Bilham for Chad as the young artist leaned 

over the balcony of Chad's apartment many months ago: 

He had heard, of old, only what he could then hear; 
what he could do now was to think of three months 
ago as a point in the far past •••• He felt, 
strangely, as sad as if he had come for some wrong, 
and yet as excited as if he had come for some 
freedom. But the freedom was what was most in the 
place and the hour; it was the freedom that most 
brought him round again to the youth of his own 
that he had long ago missed'298). 

Strether no longer questions the validity of his desire to 

relax; he no longer feels guilty for enjoying himself. He 

has changed during his months in Europe, and what is more, 

he is aware of the change. If Strether were unaware of the 

change in himself, perhaps he would not arrive at the same 

state of self-awareness which he achieves by the novel's end. 

But he is acutely self-aware,and this awareness becomes a 

dominant feature of Strether's personality during the following 

conversation with Chad. Stretber's newly-developed self-

awareness allows him to make moral analysis of those around 

him and to compare himself to who he analyzes. Thus it is 

that he thinks that Chad, in contrast to himself, knows how 

to live. He applies to Chad that term which has been applied 

by his European friends to nearly every character in the novel: 

"wonderful"(300). The two discuss Btrether's patience and 
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integrity in not insisting that Chad do anything; neither 

that he return to woollett nor that he remain in Paris. 

At this point in the conversation, the reader is given 

a visual description of Strether~ As the two men stand on 

the balcony smoking, "It was as if their high place really 

represented some moral elevation from which they could look 

down on their recent past"(301). Strether's level of vision 

is no longer a stiff-necked stare, but a reflective gaze, froQ 

a vantage point recently gained, on a past left far behind. 

8trether's new sense of awareness allows him to judge 

not just Chad, but Mrs. Newsome, as well. He says that she 

had her chance to see Chad for what he really is, but did not 

take it. The irony is that Mrs. Newsome and her new delegation 

indeed do see Chad for wha~ he really is, an adulterous boor, 

and judge him accordingly, by Woollett standards. Strether 

sees him as a dashing,promising young man and judges him ac

cordingly, but by standards increasingly deve~oped from his 

own conscience. Although Strether is much closer to being 

the Puritan man of free will than he was when he first began, 

he is still ignorant of the facts he needs to temper'fully 

his new moral code. 

The two men discuss Strether's relationship with Chad's 

mother, now clearly a failure, and Sarah Pocock's contribution 

to the couple's downfall. Sarah, Chad speculates, would tri 

umph if she could bring Chad home. He believes she hates his 
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being in Paris and would revel in being the victor over 

Madame de Vionnet, whom both men realize she really hates. 

The conversation turns to the subject of Chad's feelings 

for Madame de Vionnet, for whom he says he cares, but does 

"not want to"(305). ne evades Strether's question of whether 

or not he wants to return to Woollett, and gives Strether 

the impression that he is tiring of Madame de Vionnet, and 

is considering leaving her. Chad says that Strether should 

not be surprised if he has begun to care less about Madame 

de Vionnet. "'You shouldn't be surprised,' the young man 

easily went on,'when you yourself set me on it. I was indeed,' 

he added,' already on it a little, but you set me harder'''(305). 

The chapter ends with Stretber gravely co~~ending Madame de 

Vionnet to Chad for all the good she has done him, and scolding 

Chad for having "no imagination, don't you see? at all ll (307). 

Chad counters that Strether has too mucb, to which Stretber 

would probably agree. He wishes sometimes that he did not have 

to imagine so much, that he did not have to use his imagination 

to achieve the know1edge and moral growth he does achieve. 

It is his imagination which separates him from Chad and Mrs. 

Newsome; it is his imagination which allows him to see beyond 

the scope of his own perceptions. 

In Book XI, chapter 3, 3trether's excursion into the 

country-Is described. It begins with his train ride and ends 

with his spotting of something, the reader knows not w~at, 
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on the river behind the inn where he has stopped to dine. 

Strether, in this chapter, is reliving a dre3m, experiencing 

in reality the scene depicted in a Lambinet landscape he saw 

but could not afford to purchase in his youth. If Europe 

to Strether is exciting and glamourous, it also is the mem

ory of his past, the early days of his marriage, and his youth, 

now gone forever. So Strether decides to live his dream, 

to sojourn alone into the country, to relax, and to realize 

his day dream. Such wide-eyed, innocent illusion cannot be 

sustained, however, in a man who must soon shed innocence and 

become accepting of the more physical side of life. 

The river along which Strether walks,lI a river of which 

he didn I t know, and didn I t want. to know, the name, 11 becomes a 

symbol for the facts he must face about the relationship between 

Chad and Madame de Vionnet(319). /fuile in the vicinity of 

the river,he thinks of Madame de Vionnet and what perhaps she 

could have been for him had not the relationship been out of 

the question. He realizes that their "time together slipped 

along so smoothly, mild but now slow, melting and liquifying 

into his happy illusion of idleness II (322) • The water imagery 

ties together the idea of illusion, his fleeting feelings of 

guilt over this short vacation, and the river. For on this 

river he finds the couple on a boat and must learn the name, 

symbolically speaking, of the river on which they float. 

The fourth chapter contains Strether's comprehension of 

the facts. After Strether spots Chad and 1"J.adame de Vionnet 
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and they see him and decide to acknowledge his presence, they 

come ashore and feign delight at his being there. He realizes 

that they are not dressed as they would be if they intended 

to be gone for just the day. The reader gets the impression 

that much will be left unsaid, for Strether is doing all the 

talking almost apologizing for being at the inn. Later in the 

chapter we Bee Strether alone in his hotel room, as he, " ••• 

sat back on his bedroom sofa and starea~straight before him. 

There had been simply a lie in the charming affair--a lie on 

which one could now, detached and deliberate, perfectly put 

one's finger"(329). Strether is stunned at what he has dis

covered and must decide how to act. It is to his credit that 

the sbock of the realization does not cause him to snap back 

to his Woollett mindset and instantly judge the couple as 

evil sinners. But on the other hand, he cannot accept, with 

European ease, the appearance of the scene as Madame de Vionnet 

tries hard to depict it, and ignore the reality. So Strether 

must stare before him, because, symbolically, he is in the dark; 

neither Woollett nor Euro~e can provide the proper answers. 

He must now rely upon his own conscience to understand the 

"quantity of make believe inv81ved and so vividly exemplified 

that most disagreed with his spiritual stomache"(331). we as 

readers finish Book XI, chapter 4 knowing that Syrether does 

not so much disapprove of the adulterous affair, but the lies 
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surrounding it. And we ask, along with Miss Gostrey in Strether's 

imaginary meeting with her, "\'inat on earth--that' s what I 

want' to know now--had you then supposed?"(331). The marrator 

continues, "He recognized at last tbat he had really been trying 

all along to suppose nothing. Verily, verily, his labour 

had been lost. He found himself supposing innumerable and 

wonderful things"(331). 

Book XII is the last of the novel and contains five chapters, 

making it the longest of all the books. It consists in part 

of the accounts of Strether's farewells to Madame de Vionnet, 

Qhad, and Miss Gostrey, in that order. But it is first con

cerned with Strether's coming to terms with what he has learned, 

through his now fully developed and active Puritan consience, 

and the resulting renunciation of Paris, Woollett, and of 

hapiness with Miss Gostrey. 

The reader is prepared for this final renunciation early 

in chapter 1. Strether goes to see Madame de Vionnet, but 

spends many hours in reflection be~ore the hour of their ap

pointment arrives. He wonders why he had agreed to see Madame 

de Vionnet at her home, instead of gravely calling her before 

him in some sterner setting. "This would give a sense--which 

the spirit required, rather ached and sighed in the absense of-

that somebody was paying something somewhere and somehow, that 

they were at least not all floating together on the silver 

stream of impunity"(334). 

Strether's reflections return to his old views of mor

ality and remind one of Edwards' concepts of praise and blame: 
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He reverted in thought to his old tradition, the one 
he had brought up on and which even so many years 
of life had but little worn away; the notion that 
the state of the wrongdoer, or at least that person's 
happiness, presented some special difficulty. 
What struck him now rather was the ease of it--for 
nothing in truth appeared easier(334). 

Strether is considering here the fact that in his past Madame 

de Vionnet's adultry would put her in some moral danger, in 

his eyes. Now he is struck with how little he sees her in 

moral danger at all. If this situation seems like a rejection 

of all moral sense, it is because the reader assumes that the 

"ease" Strether takes has to do with his adoption of the 

European amorality. IE,lstead, the "ease" p.e feels has to do 

with the fact that he did not leap to judge Madame de Vionnet 

by Woollett standards, but will go to see her again, impartially, 

knowing fully well that he cannot judge the morals of others 

because "they are no worse than he, in short, and he no worse 

than they"(333). 

The time for Strether's meeting with Madame de Vionnet 

arrives, and he goes to see her, and the early part of the 

visit is taken up in small talk, for which nonchalance Strether 

greatly admires her. Her room is described in great detail 

and conjures up the sense of all that is old, formal, and rich 

in tradition. There is nothing tawdry or cheap that a trad

itional Wool lett mind would associate with an adulterous. In

stead, Strether finds that, 



106 

The light in her beautiful, formal room was dim, 
though it would do, as everything would always 
do; the hot night had kept out lamps, but there was 
a pair of clusters of can~les that glimmered like 
the tall tapers of an altar(335). 

At the beginning of chapter 2 she tells Strether how 

she feels about Chad and the nature of their relationship. 

She reveals that she hates herself for being vulgar, for 

taking from othe;'s in order that she C::in be happy. That is 

why, she explains, sile prefers to give, and she has chosen 

Chad to be the recipient of her gifts. 

Strether reassures her that she should not hate~erselr. 

"You've been making ••• the most precious present I've ever 

seen made, and if you can't sit down peacefully on t~at per

formance, you are, no doubt, born to torment yourself"(340). 
; 

After he makes this comment, Strether realizes that she is 

mortally afraid that Chad will leave her and that she is 

clinging to him, Strether, for support. Another major real

ization is that Chad, though polished and charming, is still 

"nonetheless only Chad"(341). The last realization for him 

in this chapter is that Madame de Vionnet is more vulnerable 

than he had ever thought, and in that state, "she was older. 

visibly less exempt from the touch of time; but she was as 

much as ever the finest and subtlest creature, the happiest 

apparition, it had been given him, in all his years, to meet ll 

(342). 

The two continue to discuss briefly what Strether had 

thought about Chad and herself before the scene in the country. 



107 

Strether is evasive, and finally responds, "I didn't think 

anything. I never think a step further than I'm obliged to" 

(342). 11adame de Vionnet does not believe that Strether is 

speaking the truth, but the reader never will know, because 

of James' use of point of view, exactly how much Strether sus

pected but repressed in his own mind. But he knows the truth 

now and must say goodbye to the charming lady, not because 

she is an adulteress, but because she has taught him, partially, 

to judge with his own values. He has done so, found her II won

derCullJ;he has passed the test and cannot linger on the old 

subject matter, lest he cease to view the material objectively. 

He still desires, as he tells Miss Gostrey in the final chapter 

of Book XII, to have gotten nothing for himself. Nothing, 

he may have added, but the wisdom to think for himself. 

Book XII, chapter 3 begins with Strether's thwared desire 

to see Chad; the young man, it seems, is never at home when 

Strether calls on him. So he spends many days with ~iss Gostrey, 

whom he has not yet told about the events in the country. 

We learn that Strether is planning his departure, but cannot 

go until he has put a cert~in question to Chad, of which the 

reader remains ignorant throughout the chapter. The more time 

passes, however, the nore suspicious Strether becomes about 

Chad's long absence. He thinks to himself, IIIYou've been 

chucked, old boy•• •• ' It would have sickened him to feel 

vindictive ll (346). This comment harkens back to the last con

versation between Strether and Chad in which Chad remarked 
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that people who hate want to triumph, thus Sarah's desire 

to remove Chad from Faris and Madame de Vionnet. 

Madame de Vionnet is the subject of another conversation 

between Strether and Miss Gostrey. Madame de Vionnet has 

come to call on Miss Gostrey, and Miss Gostrey tells Strether 

about their talk. Madame de Vionnet has informed Miss ~ostrey 

about the scene in the country. He realizes that Miss Gostrey 

was fearful that the shock of the realization of the truth 

might result in "••• an arrest of independence and a change 

in his attitude--in other words a revulsion in favour of the 

principles of Woollett"(347). He also realizes what a rupture 

between himself and Mrs. Newsome may mean for Miss Gostrey, and 

although she could have tried to coerce btrether into abandoning 

Mrs. Newsome much earlier, she had not interfered at all. "She 

had held herself for months with a firm hand; she hadn't 

interfered on any chance--and chances were specious enough-

that she might interfere to her profit"(348). 

Strether thinks these thoughts but does not share them 

with Miss Gostrey, who continues to talk about her visit with 

Madame de Vionnet. As it happens, Madame de Vionnet herself 

does not know where Chad is and asked Miss Gostrey if Strether 

might know. He does not know, of course, and shares his sus

picsion that Chad'~ absence may have something to do with the 

recent events. The re-introduction of the subject spurns 

Miss Gostrey to confess tee real reason she left so suddenly 

a few months earlier. Her explanatio r at the time 'was that 
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she was needed by a sick friend; her explanation in Book XI 

was that she did not want to be near if Madame de Vionnet 

should say something unpleasant about her. Now we, and 

Strether, learn the real reason for her departure. "I didn't 

want you to put it to me The question of what you 

were at last--a week ago--to see for yourself. I didn't 

want to have to lie for ber ll (349). 

From this explanation, Strether demonstates his virtu

osity in European customs: he says that he realizes that 

little Bilham was behaving like a gentleman when he was am

biguous ab8ut the "virtuous attachment." "That was a view for 

which there was much to be said--and the virtue of it came out 

for me hugely. There was of course a great deal of it. I 

got it full in the face and I haven't, you see, done with it 

yet"(349). 1Jhen Miss Gostrey mentions that Mada~e de Vionnet 

has requested to see him again, in hopes that the two may 

become friends, he remarks that that is why he must go, and 

will not see her again. 

He does see Chad again, however, although not until chapter 

4. On his way up the steps of Chad's apartment, Strether 

thinks of the affect Chad's life has had on him. 

Strether paused anew at this final rather breath
less sense of what Chad's life was doing with 
Chad's mother's emmisary. It was dragging him, 
at strange hours, up the staircases of tile rich; 
it was keeping him out of bed at the end of long 
hot days; it was transforming beyond recognition 
the simple, subtle conveniently uniform thing that 
had anciently passed with him for a life of his 
own(353). 
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Strether thinks of how happy he has been in Europe, how much 

he has learned, how kind Chad is to him, and pictures himself 

being kept til the end of his days in Chad's warm apartment 

being visited and entertained by Chad's interesting friends. 

But Strether shakes off these comforting images and confronts 

Chad with what he must know before he leaves Europe: does 

Chad plan to leave haaaune de Vionnet? "You'll be a brute-

you'll be guilty of the last infamy--if you ever forsake her" 

(354). Strether urters these words,and feels as if they are 

the real message he has all along had to give Chad, not the 

message to return to Woollett which he first brought from 

Mrs. Newsome. 

Chad reassures Strether, or at least attempts to reassure 

him, that he is content with Madame de Vionnet, that he wil~ 

not forsake her, that he is not tired of her. But Strether 

gets the feeling that whatever Strether said, Chad would agree 

to, in fact, be "too keen to agree to everything"(355). However, 

Strether was beginning to suspect that Chad, though verbally 

agreeing to go along with Strether's wishes, really has no 

intention of doing so. It was nothing he could prove, but it 

made him feel uneasy about Madame de Vionnet's future. 

If Strether is disconcerted over Chad's over-zealous 

protests, he is positively distressed over Chad's abrupt state

ment that he has just been to England, where he has learned 
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about the art of advertising. He goes on to explain with 

enthusiasm that reminds US of Jim Pocock that a good adver

tising man could really make a differnce in the world of 

sales. Strether feels faint during this discourse, and oc

caionally interupts with comments about Madame de Vionnet, 

and with questions about where Chad sees himself fitting into 

the advertising scheme. He finally aska, Chad squarely, "Shall 

you give up your friend for the money in it?"(360). Of course, 

Chad protests that he is merely speculating, and has no intention 

of leaving Madame de Vionnet. Strether sees through Chad's 

dishonesty and comments,"You're restless"; but Chad returns, 

as they part,"You're exciting"(360). Strether leaves Chad 

wishing he could kick him as Chad had kickedaway in a gesture 

for Strether the chances in advertising that Chad swears he 

will not take. 

Exciting or not, Strether must still face Maria Gostrey 

for their final goodbye in Book All, chapter 5. He has re

nounced a friendship with a glamorous, although vulnerable, 

woman of the world; he has renounced Europe in the form of 

an egotistical, amoral young man; and now he must reject the love 

and companionship of the least selfish, and therefore most 

aeserving of all his companions, l.'~aria Gostrey. 

He describes to her his talk with Chad and the wariness 

he feels over Chad's true intentions. She agrees with Chad's 

evaluation that Strether is exciting, for, as she explains, 

"I'm distinctly:;'restless"(361). She offers to make her home 
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a "haven of rest" for him. He replies, after some hesitation, 

that he cannot remain in Europe, for, " it makes a fool of me" 

(361). He visualizes his time in ~urope in terms of figures 

on an old clock. "They came out, on one side, jigged along 

their little course in the public eye, and went in on the other 

side. Se too had jigged his little course--him too a modest 

retreat awaited"(362). 

She takes in this explanation and shortly after asks if 

he means to propose again to Mrs. Newsom~; a marriage between 

that couple is impossible, now, they both realize, because 

what he has done to Chad is a direct contradiction of what 

his mother had wanted her ambassador to do. Miss Gostrey 

stops just short of proposing marrigge to Strether herself, 

remembering that Mrs. Newsome had done so. But Strether knows 

what is on her mind and explains that although her offer is 

beautiful and tempting, and he feels "stupid" for not clinging 

to what she offers, he can not remain. "I must go • • • to 

be right. That, you see, is my only logic. Not, out of this 

whole thing, to have got anything for myself"(365). 

Miss Gostrey, although understanding, does not let it go 

yet. She wants to know, as does the reader, why Strether must 

always see the right thing and act accordingly. Strether ex

plains, "I just can't do anything else" (365) • This is another 

way of saying, "I have looked inside my conscience, found my 

own ideas of right and wrong, and now have a moral inability 
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1Ito act other than according to what my conscience tells me. 

As if to summarize such a revealing speech, Strether concludes 

the novel with the words, IIThen there we are!"(365). 

Many critics seek to explain Phe Ambassadors, and most 

focus their interpretations on the last two books of the novel, 

specifically Strether's renunciation of Europe and denial of 

Miss Gostrey's love. None, however, consider Strether's return 

to the true Puritanism of Jonathan Edwards. The following is 

a brief summary of some of the more typical interpretations 

of the ending of the novel. 

One popular area of critical study is the theme of the 

novel as displayed in the last book. Dorothea Krook discusses 

the common idea that the novel's theme is that although one 

may always learn, for some it may be too late to act upon 

his new found knowledge. 53 But she recognizes Strether's 

enlargening self-awareness, and says that the "too:'late" theme 

is "virtu3.lly annhilated by the red.:aeming power of the con

sciousness. 1I54 Wegelin does not consider the IItoo latell~theme, 

but believes that Strether's "story amounts to a moral recon

sideration of civilization. 1I55 Andreas also considers the 

international theme of the novel, as follows: 

The Ambassadors is not a story of a provinQial 
American receiving a Parisian education late in 
life but a study of any man at any time and in 
any place feeling his way through a delicate 
situation which is morally unfamiliar to him. 56 
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Andreas' statement concerns not only the novel's theme 

but also the question of what Strether learned by the final 

books. Thomas Bontly says that by his trial and error effort 

to learn European rules of conduct and by bis final rejection 

of both that and his previ8us Woollett patterns of behavior, 

57he has be~ome his own man. 

He has reaffirmed, at least, for himself if for no
one else, the rightness of his own approach to 
life. Vision, freedom, and a new-found ability 
to love--these are Strether's recompense fOD the 
sacrifices he has made. The sucess of the novel 
rests with James' ability to persuade us that it 
has been an adventageous exchange. 58 

Joan Bennett makes much the same point, summing up what Strether 

has learned: that life is not something to be protected from, 

as Woollett wishes to do for Chad, but somethin~ to enjoy.59 

Joseph Warren Beach compares Strether's education in Zurope 

against what he knew in America, where, liRe has never found 

intelligence made sociable. 1I60 

In America, instead, Strether found women like Mrs. Newsome, 

of whom Andreas believes his opinion changes by the end of 

the novel. 61 IIHe sees Mrs. Newsome now for the shallow and 

inadequatly civilized moralist she is, and his newly won, con

scious mental grasp on essential values is more precious to 

him than anything Mrs. Newsome could have given him.,,62 

The women Strether meets in Europe are of a different 

type, and even though both Miss Gostrey and Madame de Vionnet 

are both good women, Gtrether must reject them. Bontly dis

cusses his interpretaions of why Strether gives up both 
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women, and says that, II ••• his reasons seem--given his 

love for Madame de Vionnet--clear enough. fie has too high 

a regard for Maria, and for his own dearly won intergrity, 

to use this all-too-willing '....oman for a consolation prize, ,,63 

F.O. Mattiessen agrees with Bontly that Strether is in love 

with Madame de Vionnet, in spite of James' explanation in the 

"Preface" that he is not, and in spite of her abominable sale 

of Jeanne for Chad, which sickens Strether. 64F.W. Dupee does 

not mention the possibility of Strether's love for Madame de 

Vionnet, but does imply, at least, that Strether does not love 

Miss Gostrey. Neither does he renounce her; however, "he is 

only conceding frankly to the actualities of his mind, heart, 

and time of life.,,65 

These critical views are representative of the range of 

scholarly opinion. The question of Strether's Puritanism 

is also raised, and because the term puritan is used in so 

many general and loosely definea ways, these critic's opinions 

will be examined in the following chapter. Strether the blind 

l1 puritan" ambassador and Strether the youthful European prag

matist are not characters whose morals are worthy of such 

close analysis. But Strether the Puritan, the man patterned 

in the tradition of Jonathan Edwards, is a character who 

demands a place among the greatest characters of introspection 

and moral growth in literature. 



CHAPTER V 

TdE ,ASSADOR BEG A 

PURITPu~ 

Strether started out his ambassadorship doing his duty 

to his native country, in this case embodied by Mrs Newsome, 

but soon became less certain of what his mission actually 

should be. His confusion came from two main causes: his 

enjoyment of the leisure he had in Iaris, of which he knew 

Mrs. Newsome would disapprove, and his discovery that Ch~d, 

whom he had come out to rescue from a life of Parisian degen

eracy, was doing well in Europe. These two factors are both 

present at an early point in the novel, and although he has 

much more to learn about the Parisians he enjoys and about 

Chad's true nature, both are influential in his relinquishing 

his ambassadorship staying in Paris much longer than expected, 

or approved of, by wool1ett, and vowing to save not Chad, but 

Madame de Vionnet. 

Strether's enjoyment of Paris and liking of Chad, however, 

are not sufficient reasons for an aging gentleman to give up 

a future with a well-to-do woman, to give up financial security 

and social position, to give up family and friends, to give up 

his old familiar way of life and his old familiar way of 

thought. But this is precisely what Lambert Strether does. He 

has given up an old way of thought, the familiar, rule-clad 

rule of thumb morality of Woollett, and replaced it with some

thing else. He does not betray Woollett by replacing it with 
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the pragmatic amorality of his new European friends. He 

replaces the moral code of woollett with the town's past 

heritage; the heritage which, before the corruption altered 

it almost beyond recognition, Jonathan Edwards tried to 

teach his followers. 

Edwards tried to instill Calvinism, as he believed it 

was originally intended, into his followers, and he worked 

at that effort until his death. His people were beginning 

to stray away from the old ways, being lured by more modern, 

less rigorous, religions. Edwards knew that he must fight back 

against such religions as Arminiani sm, as well as the new 

scientific and philosophic writings of Newton and Locke. 67 

As was presented in chapter 1, Locke was a great influence 

upon Edwards, who adopted the Englishman's methods of argument 

and philosophical stance almost entirely. The main exception, 

of course, was Edwards' extension of Locke's five-sense em

piricism to include a sixth sense--that by which we know God. 

Perry Miller says that Edwards knew Calvinism would need to 

be restated and revived if it were to survive in this mech

68anistic cosmos. 

Edwards did restate Calvinsism in many essays and sermons, 

including his essay on free will. He also revived Calvinism, 

for a time, through the Great Awakening, in which public con

versions were a common place. The restating and revival re

called for a time the "~ •• inward analysis of spiritual 
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he woollett system of judgment while on the surface appearing 

to be based on a specific set of reasonable rules, must have 

come to seem blindly arbitrary to Strether, who eventually 

learns to use his conscience as a standard of judgment. He 

judges Chad as immoral but takes no action against him other 

than a strong urging that he ~ot leave hadame de Vionnet. 

The only person he judges, and acts upon the judgment of, is 

himself. 

Edwards would have been proud of Strether, who not only 

realized all that the minister taught, but underwent, in a 

sense, a Great Awakening of his ovm. His conversion was public; 

it occured in view of all his friends, both in Woollett and 

Paris. Miss Barrace makes light of the fact that they, the 

Parisians,are waiting to see what he will do next, as though 

his life were a tneatrical performance. He makes no secret of 

his conversion, ev.en under the harsh and persecuting eye of 

Sarah Pocock, a Woollett crusader, who has come to claim 

Strether back to the fold of New England Protestants. But he 

will not go; his conversion is complete; his Awakening is 

made public; he will never be anything but a true ruritan 

man again. 

In-contrast to the specific usage of the term puritan in 

this thesis, many critics use the term loosely, without any 

clear meaning, often~to express something negative. The term 

is usually enveloped by the critics to designate the rigid, 
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unbending moral codes embodied by Mrs. Newsome. In turn, 

the inaccurate meaning also blankets Woollett, New England, 

and Strether's entire background and society~ The popular 

critical view of the novel is that Strether, a "P}.l.ritan" in 

his thinking, goes to Europe, meets people of a less rigid 

and judgmental nature, and due ~o his capacity for imagination 

and love of knowledge, is converted to all that is good in 

Europe. But as has been demonstrated, Strether accepts neither 

the so-called. Puritanism of Woollett nor the lack of moral code 

of the Europeans, but true Furitanism, as Jonathan Edwards 

intended it to be. 

The following are some examples of the term puritan as 

it is used incorrectly or carelessly by critics. Most of these 

examples combine the misuse of the term with the error of 

assuming that Strether rejects his past in ~oollett and accepts 

all he finds in Europe. 

Strether is referred to as "Strether the Puritan" in Bontly's 

account of the scene in which Strether is deciding to visit 

Madame de Vionnet after his trip to the country.70 It is true 

that Strether thinks it appropriate that he feel that "somebody 

was paying something someWhere," but Bontly's assumption that 

"Woollett, then, has its last word" is incorrect. 71 If he 

were still ruled by Woollett, he would never have consented to 

see Madame de Vionnet. lie does consent to see her, however, 
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after determining, by consulting his conscience, that hadame 

de Vionnet is a good woman, even though she is an adulteress. 

Bontly's reference to Strether as a Furitan is meant to show 

his as being judgmental and rigid; instead, this scene dem

onstrates a major breakthrough in the development of his 

Puritan conscience. 

Elizabeth Stevenson writes in the same vein when, in 

reference to the theme of contrast between Europe and America, 

she says that Strether exchanged "Puritanism for a sense of 

joy."72 Here, once again, is the implicatic'1 of Puritanism 

being all things negative. Further, concerning the European-

American contrast, Joan Bennett writes of Strether's reaction 

to Miss Gostrey's3 home, which she refers to as "the puritan 

conscience wincing at the pagan richness of Miss Gostrey's 
73 r 

taste." ~he implication, of course, is that a puritan,what

ever her use of the term may mean, cannot enjoy rich furnishings 

and art collections. 

Mildred Harstock is ~~other who links Puritanism with 

Strether's past, although she does recognize that he makes 

an intellectual and moral break with Woollett and Paris. 74 

"His decision to go back to Woollett is a total and uncom

primising repudiation of Puritanism and safe ha~b~us and moral 

formulas. 1175 She further expresses the same idea here: "He 

cuts loose not merely from Furitan Woollett, but also from the 

human propensity to live by unexamined codes or by unexamined 

codelessness."!76 
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Another use of the term puritan is found in reference to 

how one should read James. For example, Judith Chernaik 

warns that "we should be wary of reading a bleak Puritanism" 

into another James novel, The Golden Bowl. 77 Although she 

is not referring to The Ambassadors, the fact that she mod

ifies the term puritan with the word "ble~kll suggests that 

she, too, considers Puritanism as negative. 

Christoph K. Lohmann makes one of the most intelligent 

references to Puritanism when he uses the term to define one 

tenant of the religion. 78 In his explanation of the incongruity 

between the initial lavish, sensual description of Madame de 

Vionnet's apartment, and the words used by Strether to describe 

it, such as IIrespectibility," the term puritan is mentioned. 

"It suggests ••• the Puritan tradition of his heritage, in 

which worldly accomplishment was deemed to be an important in

dication of a virtuQus life that pleased the Lord.,,79 

Any discussion of the diverse meanings of the term puritan 

leads one inescapably into a discussion bf Strether's moral 

nature, which is more often than not characterised as "puritan" 

by the critics. Some refer to his woollett heritage, which 

gives Strether, according to Bontly, a IIFuritanical point of 

view. 1I80 Or they may contrast Woollett and Faris, quite in

telligently, as in this passage from Lohmann: 
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Again and again, James stresses that it is primarilT 
knowledge that distinguishes Paris from Woollett, 
knowledge not onl~ of facts (such as the real nature 
of the attachment) but knowledge in the sense of 
insight, understanding, wisdom, experience. 81 

But many critics discuss Strether1s moral view apart from his 

Woollett background, and these warrant some discussion, as 

well. 

Susanne Engstrom, in her discussion of Btrether's morality, 

gives him a great deal of credit for being an individual, 

not merely a product of either Woollett or Parisian society.82 

She explains, 

Throughout the novel he is pursued by moral scruples, 
which are dictated partly by his fear of enjoyment, 
partly by his sense of duty. Gradually he is re
leased from his qualms about enjoying himself in 
Paris, but still he retains the scruples dictated 
by his sense of duty, and this we are undoubtedly 
meant to respect. He has a never-failing sense of 
the complex subtleties of right and wrong, wtich 
contrast favourably with the unjust suspicions 
they entertain about him in woollett. 83 

Richard P. Blackmur also views Strether, as a moral man, 

in a favorable light. 84 He uses the phrase IIconscience out 

of consciousness,1I to describe the proccess of Strether1s moral 

growth as it arises from his acceptance of new information. 85 

It is interesting to note that most critics do accept Strether 

as a moral man when he reaches the end of his stay in Paris, 

but most begin by tracing his development from the same point, 

the den of negativism known as Puritanism. Mildred Harstock 

traces his development and asserts that IIStrether is not the 

complete moral man until after the encounter at the river.,,86 
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Bontly focuses on the final point of the arrival: trether's 

attempt to make Chad commit himself to Madame de Vionnet. 87 

He refers to the attempt to make Chad commit himself to Madame 

de Vionnet as Strether's "one decisive act--his one effort 

to influence the course of events in accordance with his own 

moral convictions--is an act which Woollett could consider 

nothing short of monstrous and criminal.,,88 

Allen F. Stein also discusses the point in Strether's 

moral development in which he faces the truth about Chad and 

Madame de Vionnet. 89 Stein sees the whole novel as a quest 

ritual, and Strether's quest for an"improved conception of his 

identity as culminating in the final books. 89 

, • • in the process of making a moral evaluation 
of Chad and Madame de Vionnet' behavior in using 
him, he must inevitably come to judge himself ••• 
and thereby achieve the self awareness which is 
the prerequiste for attaining the healthy sense of 
identity towards which, all unawares, he has 
really been striving. 90 

Stein shows how factors from Strether's Woollett past and 

his ~uropean present combine to help shape the moral man he 

will become, though he will renounce both contributors. 91 Lohmann 

also shows Strether's recognition of truths in Europe and 

their impact upon him in terms of his background. 92 He, however, 

shows that the recognition, while in the end beneficial to 

Streher's development, is nonetheless very painful. 
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Everything in the novel, then, moves toward th clim
actic revelation that art, beauty, manners, morality, 
human relationships, in short, that the constiuent 
elements of civilization are inseparably inter
twined with sexuality, even guilt, since the rela-
tionship here is evidentally adulterous. For 
Stretner, whose highest ideals-- lI pespectability" 
and "private honour"--have always been defined in 
terms of sexual purity, this revelation is extra
ordinarily painful. 93 

Lohmann seems to forget, however, that Strether does not see 

Madame de Vionnet as guilty,for adultery, but instead sees 

Chad as guilty for his infidelity. Painful as the realization 

was for Strether, the discovery of sexual impropriety is not 

what disturbs him the most, as it would have early in the novel, 

when those ideals, w~ich Lohmann describes as being dearest 

to Strether, still are strong in him. ~fuen he makes the dis

covery about Chad and ~adame de Vionnet, however, his ideals 

seem to have shifted, or at least been qualified. His desire 

for respectability no longer implies outward virtue, but self 

respect. Self respect is what Strether gains by not being 

intimidated by Sarah Pocock, and what he hopes Madame de Vionnet 

will be able to retain, no matter what Chad does to her. He 

"saves" Nadame de Vionnet--not her life, but her self respect. 

He also "saves" himself. 

In contrast to the view that Strether accepts Madame de 

Vionnet's sexualtiy, and the sexualiyY which is part of civil 

ization, is this comment by Maxwell Geismar. 94 He believes 

that Henry James thought that passion was not only destructive, 

but "cheap" and "vulgar." 95 Therefore, James, the author 

found it necessary to punish Madame de Vionnet, through her 

breakdown in Book XII, because she was a sexual creature. 



127 

Dorothea Krook's argument vastly differs from Geismar's 

in that she cites passion as a prime source of good in James' 

novel. 96 She believes that James meant to demonstrate, not 

only in The Ambassadors, but in The Portrait of a Lady , "The 

Beast in the Jungle," and in other works, that, 

••• passion, with all its dangers, is the sacred 
fount of all creative endeavor, and that to deny 
or sacrifice it in the name of any kind of ideal 
however noble, is a delusion which only succeeds 
in defeating the noble end for which the denial 
or sacrifice was made. 97 

ome critics write about the morality of the novel in a 

more general way. It was widely accepted for a time that James 

was an amoral writer because he presented characters who 

clearly behaved in amoral or immoral ways, yet made no moral 

jUdgments of t~ese character. This view, incidentally, is 

quite a contrast to Maxwell Geismar's view presented above. 

Typical of the school of thought which characterizes James 

as amoral is Yvor Winters' statement that since James' plots 

are about morality, he should judge his character, specifically 

Chad and Madame de Vionnet. winters finds the novel unsat

isfactory because James makes no such judgment. 98 

Judith Chernaik addresses the issue and suggests that 

although the "treatment of moral doctrine, as of intelligence, 

as a function of c~aracter denied the possibility of fixed 

rules of conduct," it "therefore suggests an uncommitted moral 

relativism."~~ She does find, however, a concrete moral stance 
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in James' works. She argues that people are moved by II some 

. .. 1 11100lnner prlnclp e. Such a notion is extremely similar to 

the Furitan principle of being guided by onels own conscience, 

as opposed to ~~ outside set of rules based on appearances. 

Chernaik's suggestion takes the view of Strether as a moral 

man one step further,than the other critics. True, Strether 

is on a quest to find his identity; true, his imagination and 

desire for knowledge do separate him from the typical represent

ative of Woollett; true, he is a bit naive and does find the 

truth about the attachment hard to accept; true; he is a bit of 

a New England II prude ll when he first arrives in Paris, but 

gradually becomes more accepting under the influence of his 

European friends; true, he does tend to reject his Wool lett rules 

of thumb and replace them with more pragmatic0_attitudes. But 

he does not stop there. He uses Gis newly discovered identity, 

self respect, and above all, free will, to create a third and 

totally independent moral view. e returns to the old order, 

not as a reactionary or as an aging man who longs for the lI good 

01' days, 11 for the ways to 'which Strehter turns were long be

fore his time, and no longer exist in the memories of anyone 

at home in Woollett. He returns to the mid 1700's, to the days 

of Jonathan Edwards, and seems to hear the great minister say, 

lIUse your God-given free will to the best of your ability.1I 

And Strether responds wisely, III can't do anything else. 1I 

Lambert Strether the ambassador grows and changes '_emerges 

at the end with the moral capabilities which make him worthy of 

the name Puritan, and worthy of the heritage of Jonathan Edwards. 
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