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Lambert Strether, the central character of Henry James'

novel, The Ambassadors, must shed the unflinching moral code

he learned in New England and revlace it with a morality based
unon the dictates of his conscience. S3trether's change is in-
fluenced primarily by the amorality he discovers in Lurope.

He has been sent there as his wealthy fiance's ambassador to
rescue her son Chad from a life of what she fears to be
FParisian degeneracy complete with a woman of ill-rerute. But
while in Paris, Strether gradually learns that the unbending
moral code of his home in %woollett Massachussetts is inadequate
in light of the facts. In Woollett, his Parisian friends would
be harshly judged for their amoral lifestvle. So, in order to
adjust to the new way of life he finds in Paris, Strether must
temper his moral code with the moral laxness he finds in

Europe,



Strether does not adopt the amorsality 2e finds in wurore
2s his new moral code, however. Instead, he bases the moril
decisions he must m=z2ke upon the result of the merging of the
two views. oStrether, at the climax of the novel, uses his
conscience-based roint of view not to judge the good-hearted
but zdulterous Madame de Vicnnet, but the lying, hypoeritical
Chad Newsome.

Fueh critical discussion is devoted to Itrether's change
in moral point of view, znd the critical consensus suggests
that Strether wholeheartedly rejects the asoollett morality and
accerts the morsl freedom of Faris. Juch zn assumption is in-
accurate, however, ujon a close inspection of Strether's actions

throughout the novel. :is philosophy, b=sed upon a reliance

upon the conscisncs, cas bz cozzwwd be e beachings of Zan
who lived one-hundred fift; years before Zenry Jdzmss: Jalvinist
minister Jonath m Z1.rds,

‘he ferz fMiritm n e« heen nisusel and misunderstocd in
recent Times, aad is often us=d to refer to the philosorhies

of various religious groups which corrupted zdwurds' ideas.

Furitanism, as taught by Jonathan sdwards, placed emphasis on

H-

introspection, and on examining one's own conscience. In his

essay on free will, zZdwards sugzests that upon exarining onza's

conscience, one develops & "moral inability" to act other than

gecording teo its diebates. Lambert Strether develo

T I ~
>} - Shia

e 1= il -

moral inakility; he must first become introspectivej he nust



think about what his mission will accomplish instead of blindly
doing what he thinks is his duty; next, he must evaluate,
according to his personal moral standards, the rightness or
wrongness of his duty. Then, uron arriving at the conclusion
that Mrs. Newsome, and Woollett, both are morally wrong in
their judgements, he must resign his position as their ambas-
sador, and take up his new position as a Puritan man of free
will.

Strether had the opportunity in Paris to find love, com-
panionship, and freedom, but rejects his chance for happiness.
He had determined not to gain anything for himself from his
trip to Paris, and so he rejects his opportunity for happiness
there, as well as his chance for security in Woollett. In
exchange,he gains stature as a man of conscience and integrity,
and takes his place as one of the greatest moral men in

literature.
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CHAFTER I

LAMBERT STRETHER AZ JONATHAN
EDWARDS' MAN COF FREE WILL

In Henry James' novel, The ambssadors, the central

character, Lambert Strether, is a temperate man from liew
England who attempts to rescue a younger american from the
clutches of Zurorean impropriety. In Zurore, however, he
learns that young Chad llewsome is not really being clutched
at, and that the Europreans are not so vile as he had believed.
Chad's family in America fears that he is in danger of being
corrurted because of his living so far away from home, con-
cluding that the force which has kept him in I'aris so long
must be 2 woman of less thian desirable reputation. They

urge Chad tn return to Woollett znd talke over the lamily busi-
ness, which endeavor will make him a wealthy uman. But Chad
does not return, and so Strether is dispatched by the family
to bring back the wayfaring young man. 3ut when Strether
neets Chad in TFaris, along with Chad's lovely companion
lMadame de Vionnet, Strether': sense of his mission begins to
change. 'what bezan as an errand, clearly to result in Chmd's
homecoming, becomes now an effort to %=ep Jhad in Iaris,

whers his real resgonsibility lies.
not to his fauily, but to the woman who loves him. OStrether's
mission had been to save Chad for f:amily, friends, and pros-
rosition

-

perity in america. 3y the end of the novel, his



is reversed; then, he must save Chad from these prospects.
This reversal occurs, because what Woollett wishes for Chad
is not the best for him in light of what Strether discovers
about Madame de Vionnet's love for the young man. OStrether
does not simply reject the American view of his mission and
accept the European view. Instead, he finds he must reject
the Luropean view of live-and-let-live, as well. aAfter
rejecting both points of view, he must rerlace them with

what he finds inside his own conscience. This third point

of view, a rejection of t'.e unwavering rules of Joollett and
the pragmatism of Faris, can rightly be called Furitanism.
Not Iuritanism as found in its corrupted state in Woollett,
Massachussetts, but Puritanism in the stricter sense as
taught by Jonathan Lkdwards.

Strether learns the lesson ¢f following his conscience
after many hours of stddy. flis cluassroom, so to spesk, is
Euroje, althoush much of his homework is dene in americs,
There, Ztrether is ruled by the dem2nds of kiz sociul position
and b+ the demands of the imposing Frs., fJewsoma, his fiancée,
A middle-azed widower and survivor of his only child, 3trether
is not a wealthy man, but educated, and, one assumes, of good
family. e is taken up by Frs. Newsome, wno allows him the
editorial position on her review, which, as he desceribes to

/1

his confindante Maria Gostrey, is "green." But NMrs. Newsome

controls the review, and the money, and she uses these tools




to persuade Strether. ©She, therefore, has the power to send
Strether on this mission to Lurope to act as hér ambassador.
Strether learns the lesson of New England right =znd
wrong. He studies New England morality from cne end of the
scale to the other, with sexual impropriety as the worst sin
and outward respectabilit as the greatest virtue. .le is

armed with truth, he believes, just as il he wer
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missionary. But this moral armour is wearened ty the gullt

he feels for the long vust death of his son, whom he nezlected
after his wife's death. It is because of this vulnerable
.spot that he is able to remain o:en minded when he arrives in

Eurore. A& man who knows he is fallible and reminds himself of

i}

it regularly, Strether does not place undue authorit: on his
own opinions; tnerefore, he is sble to liscover new truths,
not only about himself, but about those around him.

It is in Buropes that Strether finds his best teachers.
The first is liaria Gostrey, his friend and confidante,Awhh
constantly urzes hiu to look more closely at what Ctrether
has previously tazen for granted. Then, there is Jaymarsh,
whom Strether has known for years, but sees increasingly
from a new point of view influenced by the Luropean sense of
freedom. Waymarsh is perhaps as unseeing and unaccerting of
change as btrether may have been if not for his more liberal
point of view. IMiss Barrace, a friend of Jhad, is the tyce

of teacher who delizhts in the obscurest kind of Socratic



method: her "oh oh oh's!" continually challenge otrether to
make discoveries for himself(62). Little Zilham, Chad's
artist friend, tells Strether no untruths, but ttrether is
too quick to jump %o conclusions and to twist little Bilhan's
words to mean whzt he wants them to. OStrether is unused to
the Zuropean penchant for double entendre. iz must develop
skill in seeing everything there is to be seen, and this
skill little Bilham helps teach him. All these instructors
are supplyving pieces of the same lesson which is completed
when he discovers, late though on his own, that the relation-
ship between Chad and liadame de Vionnet is not just a casual
friendship, but an adulterous affair. He has mastered the
material and the time for a test is ripe. o_tretusr sasses,
de discovers the truth about the affair and reacts neither
with Wocllett intolerance nor with Farisian moral laxity.
Instead, he follows his conscience and renounces murope, in
spite of the joy it gives him in making him feel young again.
Strether, then, returns to America but rejects his old
restrictions of money and social conventions. Instead, he
reaffirms an older tradition, that which his frieads in
America have rejected: the ruritanism of Jonathan Edwards.
The Puritans of an earlier generation were the intellectuals
of the time and represented rationalism, thereby brinzing
order to the new frontier.2 Accerding to Richard liofstadter,

" . . . they gave the new rerublic a coherent and fairly



workable body of ideas, a definition of its identity and
ideals, a sense of its place in history, a feeling of nation-
ality, a political system znd a politieal code.“3 dever-
theless, with the passin: of gencrations this Iuritan class
" « « «» kept the zsnners and aspirations and prejudices of
an aristocratic class without being able to retain its au-
thority.“l In ternns of the novel, Ctretaers friends in Tew
éngland, namely Mra. Hewsome and the Iococks, Jhsd's sister
and her husband, am: rroducts of tra aze of disintergrafin
intellectualiss. Thoush they are of $he old Furitan stozk,
they have retsined little of the energy and creativity of
their predecessors. The tradition they did retain, Hofstadter
says of their class, was not so much a "source of strength
or a point of departure as a f‘etish."5 The moral laws of
Calvinism disintergrated into "conventional social morality."
It is against this dézseneration that Strether finally
rebels. Te aets a3 an individual in a socisty tha*t wviews
individuality as nerely self-indulzence. e renounces tle
"eorrect tasta" und "sound morals" of his lew Enzla
in favor of indep'ndent thinkinz. In short,
decision to give up his bright future in Woollett is an uet
of outright rebelliousness =uzainst the acceprted order. al-

thoueh this tyre of rebellion is frouvaned m.on in «oollets
- 5

- 3
Strether is not influenced by acything cot:er than his oun con-
science, 49 it is devzlopwd by tae end of the novel. Jis

final renmunsiztion srows out of his initial attitude upon



arrivinz in Burope, his reactions to the strange way o

-

5

life
there, and his decision to return to america only to cive up
the social position and a future wit. the wealthy Nrs. Hewsome,
and tell the story of a furitan in Taris.

Puritanism, as discovered by Stretiuer while in Faris, was
truly a recognition for him, because its fundementals had
not been practiced in New ingland since tie darys of Jonathan
Edwards, one-hundred fifty years earlier. In fact, Ffuritan
doctrines had relaxed so much even during zdwards' career that
tne increasing backsliding caused concern in Ldwards for the
souls of his flock. ZIerry liller gives an account of the
rising contention in NWorthampton caused partly by political
struggle and, to a greater degree, b, disazreement over doc-
trine. The doctrinal dispute was one of Edwards' chief arez:
of concern because this division between Calvinists led to
the formation of splinter groups like tre Arminians.

The major rift between the conservative Ldwsards and this
opposing group was tke Arminian notion that man is, in purt,
responsible for his own salvation. To this doctrine, Ldwards
could never be reconciled. Ze fought bitterly against it
from the pulpit as well as through published materials such
as his essay on free will. e attacked the doctrine itself
in a series of sermons, culminated by his 1734 lecture, en-
titled, "Justification br Faith alone."7 Vergilus Ferm says
"for over a century the Furitan Calvinists had been calling

o

faith the ' condition of justification'."” Ferm expluins,



Man can never justify himself by any goodness before

God since he is enmeshed in sin which is infinite.

| Faith alone justifies not as a result of obedience
or acceptance but because faith in involved in the

act of union with Christ whose own obedience to God

is alone acceptable Obedience is an exzression of

faith, not faith itself. 9

During the time of Ldwards' attack on the Arminians, and
partly because of it, he was leading what was to be known as
the Great Awakening. Concerned by hisz parishoner's backsliding
from fundemental beliefs and tieir interest in the modern the-
olozy of Arminius, Edwards stressed the sovereignity of God
and the utter dependency ofman upon him. He warned parishocners
that their destiny was in the hands of God and that nothing
that man could do would ever change this fundemental truth.
The people of Northampton were reminded of these facts in such
sermons as "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God," delievered
in a neighboring church in 1741.10 This return to conservative
Calvinism with its reminders of mankind's hopeless state brought
about a marked increase in public conversion. Ferm describes
the atmosphere in the revival town: "Beginning in the Northampton
church among peorle who experienced conversion, the revival
spread in the village touching almost everyone, young and old.

-,

The whole climate of the town underwent change with public pro-

| fessions of faith."11

This period was the height of Edwards' career; soon the
tide of public opinion would flow against him, stirred mainly

by personal vendettas led by such men as Robert Breck, an




arminian minister whom —dwzards had publicly critisised.
A controversy ensued in 1747 betwesn the "lew Lights," or the
revivalist ministers, and the "Old Lights," a éroup of nin-
isters who opposed the revivals as being too emotional in their
methods. In a discussion of the philosophical relationship'
between otdwards and English philosopher John Locke, liorton
dhite makes it clear that Zdwarcs, while defendin- the role of
the emotions in religion, balked sguinst being what Locke
called "enthusiastic," his tern for those who "set reason aside
and set up revelation without it."qz Ldwaras fought hard to
defend his views, but, as Ferm says, "chafed under the crit-
icism of the revival," and in 1746 made his "noble last stand
as an apologist of empirical religion and its worthy and
escential characteristics.”13 This stand came in the form of
the essay, "A Treatise Concerning Religious Affections,"
which, thoush it explains Ldwards' philosophy of religion,
did nothing to save him from his enumies.

These enemies were s¢ numerous and strong tnat in 1750

14

they had him expelled from his pulpit in Neorthampton. The

cause of this expulsion was yet another doctrin .l dispute,

this time over the Talf-Wway lovenant, established by his grand-

father, John Stoddard, a century earlier. This doctrine would

et

allow the childrea of the original church uezbers to ke a
part of the contr.ct wide with God, by virtue of their parent's

participution. ZFerm explains thaat Sdwsrds found fault with



such laxation of the orizinal rules and insisted that the new
aprlicants to the church give a public demonstration of their
conversion. 1is enemies and even some faithful ﬁarishoners“found
this view to be too reactionary, and Edwards' tight rule of

the parish to be unacceptable.

Edwards accepted the decision made by a small couneil of

A 3 T R - b | - s T e " vy e -
ministers That he shoull loave his Derthuspton sulpit, but he
never uaccerted Hl.eir views uwhic' e considersd too moderu. He

repgained wawsvering in his stand, and rexffirmed his position

15
< From

in uis "Farswell Sermon," deliversd July 1, 1750.
horthampton, he went to zn cut.ost .t Jtockbrid-e, shers he sould
live in a rouzh and uncivilized envircnment as a missionary o

the Indisns there. 1t war in this new establishment that he

Strict EBnguiry into tue FModern Irevailiny wobticns that
of Vill which is supposed to be mnssential to lioral agen:y
Vertue snd Vice, Heward and Iunishment, iraise ind Blzme."

The method of this enguiry, as well 2 much else of
Edwards' writing, has been compared to znglish empirisist Jdohn
Locke. Gcholar T.H. Johnson says of his studies that "the two
authors usdwards most venerated were Isaac Newton and John
Locke, and nothing they published escaped his notice."16

Morton #hite adds to the discussion by noting that there was

some influence by these thinkers on sdwards, " . . . at least
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to the extent of encouraging him to apply the princivle of u-
niversal causation to the will, that is to say, to treat all
choices as having the same category as Lockeian ideas and
Newtonian accslerations." '’
Of the two, the comparison between Edwards and Locke is
the greater, because both struggled with the question of free
will, which Newton did not. The greatest similarity of all is

both men's belief that the mind is at birth, in Locke's phrase,

a tabla rasa, which white defines as a mind which,

« « «» comes to have ideas only through experience,
and experience may take the form of sensation --
by which he meant the normal five ways of seeing,
hearing, touching, tasting, and smelling -- or
reflection, by which he meant what we today call
introspection or looking inward at the activities
of the mind.18

Edwards, however, also believed in a sixth sense, by which
we perceive the beauty of God, and which cqnnot be explained
in terms of everyday underst:ancling;./19 shite says that this

"

'8ixth sense was a ". . . very different understanding," and

that the spiritual knowledse that Edwards regarded as the foun-
tain of true religion was a very special kind of knowledge.20
In spite of this departure from Lockeian thought, Edwards is
still considered to be a religiocus empirisist and one of the

greatest, and most intellectusl =and methodical, of american

iilosophers.
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Edwards begins his logically sound argument on free will
by defining some terms. The most important term .-in Fart 1,
section 1, is the term will, by which Edwards means "that Dy
which the mind chooses or refuses anything."21 Cne cannot will
a thing to be one way and yet desire it to be ancther. The
most important point he mz2kes in thnis section is thut in every
act of will, or desire, taer:s is 3 ch-ice made b~ the sould,

Edwards usa2s t-e writiars o Jo'. Locke 25 2 basls for his argu-~

42
ct

fient concerning tne sgre: betwerrn will and Jesire a ! zon-

Onse

=

cludes his discussion as fol

I trust it will be zllowed by all, that in every act
of will there is an act of choice; that in every
volition there is a preference, or a trevailing in-
clination of the soul, whereby, at that instant,

it is out of a state of perfect indifference, with
resvect to the direct object of thae volition (4283).

In part 1, section 2, idwards asscrs t.iat ti.e wil. wust
be determiced br souetiias, ti:at is toc effect of Home can-e.

(y

Phis euuse, hée ex.lxias, iz g2ll & the "wotiwe," w.ich Le deines

as "that waich excites tte wind to velition"(424). =+ uwotive

o

gan be stronz or weak; tulis evaluation is always male by the

mind perceiving the motive. <I[his faculty for rerception belongs
to the understanding, which Ldwards defines as the"whals fac-
ulty of percepti-n or apprehension"(474)., .fter all motives

are perceived, the will chooses the stonzest motive, or in

other words, "the will always is, a: the greatest appsrent

good is"(425)., 3ut the will, Edwards says, does not follow
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a given course merely because it will provide the most immedi-
ate happiness, but applies reason to its choice and will select
that act which is then considered the most agreeable.

Part 1 section % contains mainly Edwards' redefinition

of such commonly used words as necessary, inability, and im-

Possibility. iz desire is th:t these terms be used specifiec-
%L—___————+

ally and be free from misuse. He is most concerned with de-
#1n1ng necessity. He does so in many ways and at great length,
Eud summarizes his description as follows:

« « o« When the subject and predicate of a proposition,
which affirms the existence of anything, either sub-
‘stance, guality, act, or circumstance, have a full
and certain connectlon, then the existence of being
of that thing is said to be necessary in a meta-
physical sense.(438-89).

lwen, Edwards makes one of the major assertions of the essay
Baying that " . . . necessity is not inconsistent with Liberty"
(489). The problem he must solve is: how can predetermination
fd free-will co-exist? He will continue to rely on Locke to
fip provide an answer to this most perplezxing guestion.

Before Edwards can answer the question, however, he must

the groundwork by defining some additional terms. In rart

| natural. The first is the " . . . necessity of connection

consequence (between moral causes and effects) which arises

ves, and the connection which there is in many cases between

ne2

lese, and such certain volitions and actions. The second
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is the necessity from natural causes, such as, when one is in-
jured, he necessarily fe=ls pain. Both types, sdw:rds says,

are absolute. "That is," he exnlains,"the effect may be as

perfectly connected with its moral cause, as a natural necz-
essary effect is with its natural causa"(490).
Edwards also explains in this saction that, althoush onefs

"motive or previous bias can

will may be strong, sometimes a
be stronger than the will, which then cannot zo azainst them"
(490). This state is defined as "the oppostition or want of

inelination"(490). e offers ths exauvle of the g4darte (10w n

A r g
cause oL | IEw

motive tiut says such z2etl 1s are wrong.

In rart 1, scction 5, Bdwards demonstrates that a thing
must have a will in order to have liberty, and begins to answer
the guestions asked in section 3. PFirst, he defines three

terms: constraint as " 2 person's being necessiated te do a

thing contrarvy to his will," and restraint as " a person

being hindered, and not having pouer to da his will"(4722).

g S ;
Liberty is defimed siprly 28 4 thinz's "gow=r to do it iy

(4923, Te saye £hat a thins sust Rave a ~ill, =3d, Sherefora,
the Abiliky to eitzsr lo its will e to be rectrwimed fro- doin

ite 211, Zecuuse 2 rock cuannot will to stay on the ground
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e is also car=ful to point out, here, tuat it is not the will
sell whicl gzes- the liberty, but the man, or soul, with

ives, a5 evidence, his belief tlLat we

2
e all linked to Sod throu b our "sixtn sense."®? This is

‘Bomewhat mystical belief tiuat some things can be understood
Bbecause they are "self-evident") and is an idea that must be
@ccepted throusgh faith.

In Fart 2, sdwards attacks the theory of free will as set
orth by the Arminians. According to llorton shite, they claimed
fthat "man's past action was free only if two conditions were
first, that he did as he chose to doj; and second,

24 . ; —
g This claim led to their

bhat his choice w:s free . . .
proposition which &Sdwarus strongly attacked, dealing with self-

Pdetermination. In Fart 2, section 1, Edwards describes the

Bet of will. when he traces an act of will snd its causes back
o the earlicst act of will, ne finds that the will is always
idetermined by a previcus act of will, and so on backz into in-

finity. ~hite says that Edwards found this view to be incon-

istent and illogical, because, then, the will could never be
7 free but must be pre-determined. &oLdwards rejects this

poti-n and its Arminian originators. Instead, he prascuts the
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Qrgument, in the next section, that "nothing ever comes to
Pass without a czuse"(507). He defines cause as -that which
has the "nature of a reason why some things are, rather than
others; or why they are thus, rather than otherwise"(500).
This definition brings Edwards to the synthesis of the two
@eemingly contradictory ideas of fres will and predestination:
there is a God who determined the first act of free will, and

lBuch 2 cause was necessary, bec use for every effect there

It is upon this point that Edwards launches a discussion

in Part 2, section 3. He undertakes to prove that therz is a
‘God by necessity, because everything must have a cause, and
God is the prime cause. If it be proven, he says, tnat thingss
‘ean come to pass without a cause," we should not only have no
iproff of the Being of God, but we should be without evidence of
the existence of anything whuatsoever, but our own immediate
‘present ideas and consciousness"(501). He, then, proceeds to
‘show how we do know there is a God, the proofs we follow being
these:

We first ascend, and prove a posteriori, or from
effects, that tnere must be an etermal Cause; and
then secondly, prove by argumentation, not intu-
ition, that tuis Being must be necessarily existent;
and then thirdly, from the proved necessity of his
existence, we may descend, and prove many of his

perfections a priori(500).
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The remainder of the essay deals with the common man's ideas
on free will and moral necessity. Lven though they do not
think of these idess in a philosophical langusge, Ldwards says
that their common scnse leads them to thae same trutns whic

many years of study have led the schelar. TFeople wio act freely,

o

according to the common man, are those w!iio are not prevente
from doing what they want tc do. As a resunlt, whose who act
- & b

wrongly deserve blame, and taose wno z2¢t rigutly dessrve praise.

)

The conmon man's notions are expressed in an admirably simple

L]

uci of the essay. «lthough

manner, znd are an =pt sumzary o
Bdwards expresses his understanding of the common man's notions
with great confindence, he had gre+t difficulty understanding
he sway of public opinion as it drifted away from his fund-
emental theology and towards modernismi He h~d to deal with

e of his day who were chanzing raridiy in their religious

v

*

s in their soei~l orgenization, and iu their :olificul

£

s

Eys e strove to understand,

€2

ut first to improve, a
orld which was at first adamantly ia favor of hizm,and then,
3ater, just as adamantly ngainst him. £Lhe result was some-
tines dogmatic, sometimes ruthless, but always intelligent,

atl straighforward.

Because ndwards' ideas are basiczlly unccmplicated, they

e more easily spplied to literature than zre most other phil-

sophical concepts. DNuch of sdwards' ideas of free will can
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ibe applied to Lambert Strethsr, and by extension, to Jenry
James., Leon Edel's five voluuwe biography of Janes details {he

Iperiod of his life while James wa: working on The iAmbassadors

.and chronicles incidents in common between James and Strether.
James even mentions similurities between himself and the hero
‘of the novel in several of his letters. ©Soth men are Jjust
‘beyond the prime of life with a v2st imuersed in Furitanisam as
found in Lew cnzland. Both James and Strether embarked at
this phase of life uron a new cuareer--Jawes returning to the
‘international novel by w.ici he first earn=d “.is [.ue, and
Strether going abroad and for the first time discove:rdins waat
it is to live truly. =del notes: "The novel he wrote ibout
his middle-aged hero had a single primary messsge, for himself
as well as for his readers: that one must be a source of what

S
may be called 'excitement' to oneself. "<

Jhus, even though
‘Henry James is of courses not Lambert Strether, many similarities
can be found which may sugsest how stronsly Janes felt about

his character's search for krnowledse and eventual discovery

that one must live 2ll on can--"it's a mistake not to"(137).
Strether was torn between the Iuritan-bused ideuzs of .ew
England and the more liberal moral code of Jurcue. Janes
struggled azainst the rising scientism of the 1890's and longed

for the simpler life, which culninsted in his co

b

tant jeourn-

"\_)

eying between rural zZngland and bustling London. o sdwards

fought for fundemental Christianity and lost the battle to tue



more liberal Calvinsists of the dwy. Zventuszlly, his ideasz

were separated from their Lockeian origins and distorted by
the Transcendentalists. His belief in the sixth sense becane
one of the major premises in the rhilosophy of such men as
Ralph Waldo Emerson--but to them 2ll men had this sense, not

; 3 . 26 . . =
Just the Irotestant saints. Y The truta of EZdwards' messaze

i

ﬁas learned by both Stretaer an: James: the will always does
according to the greatest a; parent good; t-erefore, one should
1isten to the will, or the conscience, and zct according to it
talways.

Strether follows this les

i

on consistently tarowzhout the

‘novel, although his knowledge of this truth comes to him grad-

ceiving the strongest motive and acting u,on it, thus proving

himself to Be a craztur . -assessed of a ill. The desire &

act upon the strongest wotive grows so strong in Stretasr

t . . - - - . . .

that it results in 2 moral instility to Jo obtherulsa. SBrethsr
ows Ik % enid S0t foll Z, 2 pI/BiSe 18 2L,y 25

cause L s the sinth ense described by Edwrrds, Ja.ca

L]
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cHAFTER IT

THZ AMEBASSADOR CuMES TO CA

Champion of women and doer of good deeds, Lambert Ltrether
rives heroically iﬁ b;fopé.. His mission, simply, is fo find
ung Chad Newsome and bring him home to his mother. This task,
fbhouzh it s ms simple to Strether at first, becomes incraas-

jingly difficeult ac the nove. pro

= * . - ..l - < = ". .y : s P P - .
mes 4 complate impossibility. Many erities srgue abrutb
ctretier fails at his mission zand wa k nes Jd = inberded
= v P e 1 JER— 1 e A )
g0aQ t", 1 cheracter's -1 ant 4abon 1ILENT - va l
a4 b -~ e o < - - . - - o Y
good derds. iareas, the s5&280 wat useful plicz to leak for
an ancw2r to %Hiesa “uestins is in stcholuwrly Journtls, the most
~r;
L . - . A L e 4 " . - T
useful :lwute is deary Jamss' "Frojech of thn Novel."
James wrote t'= "Freject," a “0,070 word stutcment detailin
tha story of Tha .usbas e for £ publist ivg eus, w2y ¢f
an
Harrer =anl Zrot bafor. % novel befun. In it, ke
chartzd t°2 atin 2k r ctors, %ieir motivations, their purpose in

would chanze befer: the novel was first publish d in a twelve-

part serial form, aud scme chzracters would be added. DNore-

over, thers wer= some scenes described in the "Froject" which

would not occur in the novel, as well as some crucial scenes

in the novel which would not appear in tze"Froject." But waat
ur

is consistent between the "Iroject" and the novel is the char-

acter of Lambert otrether.



James describes Strether as a man beyond the prime of

life, 2 man of good breeding and =sducation but with some
financial difficulties. lLie says that Strether is a product
of his New sngland upbringing, always "ridden by his New
England Gonscience."gg James desceribes Strether's state of
mind as follows:

He feels tired, in otaer words, without havin: 3
great desl to show for it; disenchinted without
having known any great enchantments, enchanters,
or, above all, enchantresses; and even belore tue
action in which he is engaged launches nin, is
vaguely launted by the ferlin: of wh & ne has
missed, thouzh this is a quantity, and a cusality,

trat he wolld have bezsp rutier st a loss o nane.

A man of Strether's temperment and emotional state, when

5

faced with the radically different way of life which he en-
counters in Faris, mu:st underso some kind of change. James
could have chosen tnat his charscter stould turn hie baek on

31l thaft wi ou-side of the realm of his immiedidte missior. and

have decided trat Jtrether would opinly embrace t.e more tol-

£

erant moral code of the suropeass, uccept twese new friends
with both their faults and their strengths, and begin 2 new
life abroad. But he rejects these two optisns. ow Strether
moves fron his state of comparative innocence to his finul
understandin~- of self and the resulting renunciation of Zurope
is a matter worthy of consideration.

Lambert Ltrether is first discovered in Chester, England,

where he has landed from his trans-aAtluntic journey and from



21

where he will proceed to London, then on to his final destina-
tion of Faris. In Chester, he is to meet his old-friend,

, who has been several months in Eurore. But, first,
her late thirties, uhd lmmedlatnlﬁ befriends Strether in
fhe lobb ' of their hotel. The two gquickly become friends, and

trether discloses more to her and grows fond of her in a shorter

His friendship with his old comrade, waymarshj; meanwhile,

 taken up in Chester and, then, in London and, later, in

‘other words, Strether and Miss Gostrey become close; wWaynarsh
their chaperon. Waymarsh is -ontinually dissitisfied

furope and somewhat shocked by Strether's increasingly

L

~

formal behavior towards Fiss Jostr

?

ether feels comfortable around Miss Gostrery, and she
ecomes his confidan*e. e tells her sbout 2is mission
fi"dbout Chad and Ch-d's familv's speculation conecerninc the
woman who evidentslly has a hold over him. He tell
fymarsh about his mission, too, but his discussion of the
gbject with Waymarsh concerns only the external details of the
ion. Waymarsh displays interest in Etrether's relationship
Mrs. Newsome. But Strether tells Miss Gostrey the whole

BEhe story, encouraged by her constant aquesstioning She

ot
ot
’.—o

)
}_h

PBtands the complexity of the situstion; in faet, sne un-

(4]
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derstands more than Jtrether Jdoes, and uarrives at realizations
and conclusions about things taat he only guesses, Che con-
tinues in this role of seer and confindante throughout the
movel, acting 28 a sounding board and a guide to Strether,

but always allowing him to make Jdiscoveries for uimself, even
fon occasions when she has long since ascertsined ti:e painful
bruth .

The ecaaruactsr wit woom muca 9 ths novel is conesrnad,

Chai Newsome, does not apouar until Book iii,y chaptsr 2. Iue
threesome of Strether, MNiss Jostrey, ane ~aymarsh, ars attending

8 play, seated in lliss Jostrer's box, wwaiting tie arrival of

'_l

8 youny artist named John Little Silham, Litt 2ilnam, 43 he

s Znown,is a friend of 2 ad wvhom oStret” er discovered occupying
iGhad's apartment upon Strether's initial attempt to contact

the wayfaring young man. ©Shad, at thls point, has takern a trip
%o Cannes, and his duate of return is uncertain, but in the
meantime, Strether finds himself quite taken with little Bilham.
On this particular evening, Strether has sent a tneatre in-
vitaion to the artist, but the curtqgin time is fast approacning,
‘and no little Bilham appears. wouddenly, as tae curtain rises,
the box door opens, and in walks a man of striking appearance--
‘worldly, handsome, with a remarkable strezk of grey through

his thick dark hair. Ihe young man is Chad.

Strether suffers through the performance, unable to speak

to Chad or to formulate any plans about speaking to him alone.
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Miss Gostrey, of course, knows immediately that the young man

st be the one of whon Strethner has s oken, and -she dis-

play, leavins Strether fre: to adjust to the situation.

Strether can think of nothins to do but to sit obediently
iIChad out of the theatre, leaving Miss Gostrey and Waymarsh to

Cver 2 drink in a quiet restaurant, Stretuner makes his
move. le tell Chad of his mother's growing concerns over her
Bon's well-beins, aggravated b Chad's “iaving not written for
B0 long. It is revealed that the family suspects Chad of being
$nvolved with a dispreputable woman, at which Chad is greatly
©ffended. e insists that the family is low-minded to suspect
guch a thing and states that, if ho really wanted to zo back,
‘ﬁothing, and certainily not a woman, could stop him. Strether
‘implores Chad to say he will break off at once and return with
‘him. Chad responds that he knows that the two of them will
 get alon® marvelously, and Strether, feeling a bit as though
ithis was not what he had in mind, bubt tryins to be hopeful,
returns to his hotel for his nihtly corresrondance with lMrs.
;Newsmme, and then on to bed.

Chad and nis friends entertain strether and his friends
‘apon several occasicnsg.after this initial conversation, the

dmost momentous of which is tae garden purty at tne hnome of
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Bloriari, the estecmed artist. It is nere tuat Strether ex-
pects to meet the two female friends whom Chad had insisted

Phat Strether remain in laris long enough to meet. Ile had

lier guestiosned little Bilham about the identity of the

fomen and learned tuat they wers two quite lovely ludies, mother
@nd daughter. They are, Strethner assumes, the"virtuous attach-
to which little Zilham had mysteriocusly refarred a faw

N . . - -~ ‘. &
Bys before(114). JErether and Miss Gostrey have speculutad

P T <+ - - =3 ) n - - - o~ $- 4=
iiich of the twe womsn tie phrass un.l es to, mother
= Tt - ) a1 Tn o~ 3 ). - - - T Y
laughter. They reqlize, howsver, that they will not be abls
5 + 519 1 L {1 (R 3 IIHLany
e85y bub will Bave & rad d "see it «11"{1°C).

Gtrother bezins to "see 211" at the garden partre In the

walled zarden, otrether finds all the magic of Faris—-its

Gt

gharm, its romance, its history, its grandeur, and abcve all,

#o the novel as beinz the seed of the story(1). Caught up in

o o
Farys

®he flow of life and excitement of

=7y m 3t e : B _ - GRS %, i & 2 3 e , S
ch sbout his own yuite faded youths Ie has slse just been
3 P 4 Y3 T you I = - S e R rE B = ", 3 i ] Vie »
A0 troduced teo Shid's fri aCs, the oh 3Ly A amal ae vionned
Fs 1 ove . ' T 3 il W - . X3 - BT
ind her oV l,; Qung; ¥ 'y ¢l =D il 0 1 wlld ST LYl

th them, hapny and full of life. otrether, dfter they de-
i

. ) - e i 4L - - P o o7 s
itesle Zilnam not to miss uny an-nces

Ho
=
=
-
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youth offers Wim, as he himselfl has done. Live 21l
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t's g mistake not to. It doesn't so muct matter

you can;

fiat you do in particular so long as you have your life. If

Wou haven't had that, what have you had?"(137).

‘ After this party, Strether has occassion to see [ladaue

38 Vionnet several more times, both alone and at social events.
finds himself quite taken by her, and increasingly convineed
e is Juite good for Chad, if, indeed, it is she who is
Bhe "virtuous attachment." For it is she who has taught hin

s, she who has given him polish and a worldly air, she

Who has taken a rouzh young American and turned him into an
Furogean gentleman. In short, Otrether nmo longesr thinks
to return Chad to America; he considers it a crime to

For Strether discovers tnat

i

he is in love with Chad,
ind Ctrether cannot bear the idea of Chad's abandoning such

ﬁ beautiful znd noble womzan.

)

This change of attitude, needless to pay, creatses much
»excitement in Woollett. Strether has been communicating reg-
‘ularly with lrs. llewsome about his progress. Too conscien-
tious to withold the truth of his new convictions, yet unsure
of the proper course to take, Strether gives the family in
Woollett the impression that he needs, so to speak, fresh troops
sent in. To this end, a new brigade of ambassadors is dis-
patched, namely Sarsh Focock, her husband Jim, and Manie,

Jim's pretty young sister, who the family hopes will someday

become Chad's bride.
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After the Focock's arrival, he leaves his friends and

W@eparts with no plan, no schedule, but with simply a picturs

his mind of 3 Lambinet 1sndscape of the French countryside
Phich he had ssen lonz azo in 3 shop, but could not zfford,
When he Tinds s syot which rosembles that view, he will dis-

fiibark, have his pieniec, his nar, and his walk through ths

Bountryeide nnd its neishboring villazes. e finds the splendi:

Peaceful plaice and dees thess thins: he finally has his
bambinet, OStrether leaves the city of Paris but cannot get

away from its people. For there, on the terrace of a rustic

@lond and gentle. DThen, it acecurs to Strether: +this couple,
tles from home, dressed for vacationing, not travelling, is
other tihan Chad and lladume de Vionnet. At the moment
®hat the two recognize him, it is apparent to Strether that
iBhey are quite embuarrassed and would probably rnzss by withoub

& sign had he not noticed thea first. To ease the tension,

Bxcuses for his presence at ths inn. Although Madawe de

Wionnat and Chnad do their best to hide the truth, it becomes
9

@lear to Ztrother that the twe are not, not Just for bthe day,

But for the nisht, as well. They have an abttachment that



imay be virtuous in the sense that it has done them both good,
but it is by no means innocent, as Strether has tried to
believe all alongi: wWhen the night grows cool and Madame de
produces no wraps, btrether realizes that the garments, along

with their other personal belonginss, are at an inn, where
$he two, no doubt, intend to return for the night. Strether
lgan no longer av id the truth: the two are having an adulterous
fair.

They have their meal and make arrangements to return to
'Paris together that nisht. The next day,Strether receives
a note from Madame de Vionnet asking him to call. He does so,
and discovers her looking, for the first time, her age, which
is her late thirties, but still beautiful and gentle and fragile.
Qhey talk, and he finds he cannot judge her as an indecant
woman, as he was prepared to do when he first arrived in Burore,
though he was ignorant of anythinsz about her. He realizes,
instead, how good she really is, and how completely wrong it
would be for Jhad to forsaks her fior the business and family
in woollett.

Strether meets again with Chad and tells him his opinion.

Chad insists that he has not tired of ladame de Vionnet, al-
thoush <Strether feels that Chad protests too much. Stretaer
can tell by Chad's adamant pledzes to stand by his lover that
he will not remain long with Madame de Vionnet, but will for-
gake her for his ow: celfish zain. <had is the ones with the
lax moral cocde, with the ins=nsitivity for the feelings of

others, with the ability to form judgments based on constantly

o'
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changing principles: in short, Chad is Zurcpes Thoush LZurope
Wis also free, exciting, alivé, unprejudiced, and .responsible
:for such fine specimens as lMadame de Vionnet, at its worst

it produces men like Chad who will not follow their own con-
sciences, or even acknowledge that they have one. It is not
the love affnir of which Strether disapproves; he has learned
enough in Europe to know that there are crimes far worse than
violating social norms. It is the rejecticn of true love for
monetary gain of wihich Strether disapproves. The fact that
this behavior would be accerted in Surope cazuses him to reject

not Just Chad, but Lurope as a whole. Strether looks into

his conscience, discovers tnat he cannot tolerate such behavior

?

as Yhad's and knows he must leave Faris, a place that condones

such behavior, far behind.
Before he can go, he must lave a finul meeting with Miss

Gostry. GChe has suspected, sinces early in the events, the love

affair, and is not surpriszed by ~trether's opinion that Chad
will not be loyal for lon_ . Miss Jostrey, whuo now realizes
that oStrether is preparin: to lesve Buropes, mekes one more
attempt to persguade Stretlz: te stury. Gne offers, in = dis-
grest wiT, uer lowve zanil cempanionship if he should choose to

sbay. aAlthough he nows fully well what she nedans, he does

~t
not accept her offer; he cannot remain in Europe. He must go
home again, even though he knows he has lost lMrs. liewsome

and all that the loss meansi He rejects comfort and security



Woollett, he rejects love and excitement in Faris; he must
ing to the only thing which is left: himself. .
The plot synopsis varies in several instances from the

roject.” The most igportint difference is thuat novhere in

he "Frojeet" dnes James mention 3tratiicr's saving of Nadame
Yionnet. Althou-h 3trether Jloes determined to see Chad

hrouch, nowhere does he e the “ind of commitment to Hadanme
ge Vionnmet & ot ke Jdoes in the novel. Jd uies states clexrly

strather is not in love with ner, although she recognizes

LI

could havs been betusen them
Some minor disecrepencies between the "Froj ind the

novel ocaur in the chnricter numes. Tor example, /aymark de-
domes Wajminrsh, Glenn Burbame becomes John Little 3ilhmam, and
Miss Barrace is not mentioned at all. otrethar's tour of Chester
in Book I is not with Miszs Gestrey, but with wWaymarsh, Strether's
background is somewhat different in the "Iroject," as well.

It mentions a brief second marrisge, as well as short veriods
of time in which Itrether dabbled in tutoring, studying law,
and working in journalism. His view of Chad is also somewhatb
different in the "Iroject." In this case, instead of agreeins
with Mrs., Newsome on the lost state of her son, Strether ac-
cepts the wayfaring of the young man with the attitude of a man
of the world, although he does consider to be something of a

. . 2
brute, something his own son would never have been.3
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Other variations include Miss Gostrey's presence at the
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aprro4chine marriage, which she conceals
w2l

)

om Strether "for his own good, Also different in Strether's

Qhowing Jim around Iaris; in the novel, Jim spends much time
xploring by himself, and even visits Madame de Vionnet alone.
ther, Chad, lladame de Vionnet, and Strether do not separate
ffter the fiasco in the country; instead, they ride juietly
lback to Faris together. Finally, the chronolosy of the las
khapters varies. OStrether goes to see Madame de Vionnet after
the countryside scene, and then to see Sarah Focock, who has
‘not yet departed, according to the "Project," then to see Chad,
then once azain to scoe ladame de Viecnnet, then, finally, to

see Miss Gostrey. In the novel, of course, Carah's departure

is what inspires Jtrether's countryside visit, =2ftsr which he

"

visits lNadame de Vionnet once, Chad once, nnd Mizs Gostrey

several times,

The preceéding synopsis is necessary to an understanding
of Strether's attitudes as they begin to chanze znd how he
comes to be a Furitan man of free will. dHowever, any sasttenpt
to arrive at conclusions by looking at plot alone would be
useless.

In order to discover what prompted Strether's finzl re-
nunciation, one must first understand ths attitudes of the

character when Strether first arrives in burope. These initial



ttitudes are important, especially in terms of how they change,
d for the influences which affect these changzes, because it

is important to remember that the foregoing synop;is does not
constitute the whole matter of the novel. Rather, it is what
Strether thinks arzz imasgines that makes the story. James

. .

lets one know that the story is an intsrnal one, rather thun

w

one-of concrete events by the very abstractness of the language.

Ian Watt troves this idea to be true in his explication of the

first puragrash of The Ambassudors, in which he details the
various grammatical and syntactical patterns of the paragraph,
and quantifies the abund=ance of intransitive verbs, rslative

fpronouns, 2nd abstract nouns. e shows the lack of concrete

images, aad dsznonstrates, by rewriting various sentencesn, how

B

fintrusive sueh sensory detail would be th t.e © rugri.h. 3e-
cause the pasca~e iz mqarrstive rat'.er thzn expoesitory, re-sders

beccme irmédistely aware of the "multidimensional juality" of

ZY . . .
the nurrative. 411 af thes= limensicns are subjective, Jatt
says, 2at ecnsists of the "charaecter's awiarenzss of svents;
the narrutor's se %n; ol themy :nd our own Frailin: erceptions

b 2l o

of the velation between these two."”” loreover, Jatt believes
‘fhat, by locatinzg the narration in the mental werld, James
freed himself from the restrictions of time and plsce. He re-
cognizes that this placement in the mind causes the novel to be
more difficult, full as it must necessarily be of an sbundance

of pronouns, gualifiers, and abstr.ctions. le explains Jamas



tionzle for this subordinuatinu of event and setting to what

found most impartant:

e o = the mental drama of the hero's consciousness
which, of courze, is not told but shown: segenic-
ally dramatised. 4t the same time, by sslecting
,.0‘“r*s and events which ire representative of
the book as a whole, and narrating them with an

¥ ‘_J
abstractness xﬁicJ cu**e;ts their larzer import,
James introduces the most zZeneral thewes of the
novel. Eu

Because the novel is 30 concerned it the hero's mental

fdrama, James has gone to great lengbns to show nearly every

s

#hought and perception which flits throu'h Strether's mind,
Bometimes James purposely omits Ztrether's thousntz, a tech-
nigue whieh pulls the rzider away from the action for a tinme
tThus it is with relative ease and great necessity that one must
look as Strether's attitudes uron first arriving in Europe,
through his initial meeting witn Jhad, and stoppini: just short
of his momentous declaraticn at the garden party.

In general, trether's attitude uron arriving in Zurope
is informed in part by his own background, and in psart by the
mission he 1as been sent forth to accomplish. But in Book I,
chapter 1, his attitudes have begun to change subtly, even
before the narrztive begins. le spent the trans-iatlantic journey
mainly alone, desirinz not compzanionship, but rest. ie even
hopes to postpone the reunion with waymarsh for as long as
possible. Then, suddenly, he finds himself taxen up-by Miss
Gostrey in the hotel lobb. and thrust into conversation with her.
Here occurs the fir t specific mention by the narrator of

Strether's attitude. .hen their conversation first bezins to
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11, "their attitude remained, none the less, that of not
forsaking the board; and the e’fect of this in turn was to
give them the appearance of naving accepted each-other with an
ibsence of preliminaries complete"(19).
This immediate accertancs of anotaer is uncomuaon for
Btrether, and cirtually unheard of in Woollett, where new ac-
fuaintznces are mude throuch formal introductions. The dis-
Binction of murope has alrealy begun to work on Itrether as
pe his gaurd in front of this lady of Luropean society
fWwhom he has never seen before. &trether only knows that he
o somethinz “"of which the =ense would be quite
}giSCOﬂmUZtﬂd frou the sens: of his pzast and whihc was liter-
fally beginning then and there"(20). His acceptance of the
fact marks the beginning of his attitudinal change from the
marrow-visioned man of Woollett to ths furitan man of wvision
he would become.

One characteristic of the man from Wocllett is his reluc-
tance to =zdmit a woman's surperior knowledze on any siven sub-

n

Jeet, Dut he now not only accepts thal lis

;

Gostrey knows things
the he does not know; he loes it "as good humouredly as if it
lifted a burden"(22). IHis relationship with Miss Gostrey makes
him feel somewhat guilty, a feeling fostered in its residents
by "dear old soollett"(25)., Strether questions whetner it is

disloysl for kim Lo

@

ncoursge an acquaintance with lliss Sostrey,

and thinks of the effect it would produce in a "cerain person"
t232). This is one of Ctrether's ezrliest rebellions against

Mrs. dewsome, and he thinks, "if it were 'wrong'--why then he



better not have come out at all"(23). But Strether never

pppletely sheds the feeling that Mrs. Newsome is wabching

and he later thinks that she "looms like a giint iceberg

e . - N o 1o - ~\
cocl norfiiern s=4"(316).

The conv=rsition betwsean Streth and A aostrey gquiexzl;
ts to Strether's home 16 amgrica. Ki sostrey pgerec=ives
trather is Zoin_ sozetkins Be feels he should not,
1y, enjoyinz hims=lf, OStretizsr counters taxt any discomfort

fhe feels is the fault of his Woollett backsround. "Woollett
4sn't sure it oucht to enjoy," Strether explains(25). The
ehapter concludes with the couple's discovery of Waymarsh
awaiting their arrival at the hotel. IStrether's recognition

of him causes "another of those resionsive arrzsts we have hz

2.

so repeatedly to note"(27). Only with difficulty cum he reszon
instsntly to aay situation a: he suuld have ia Woollett. Ce

can no lon_er r-.zt 7u ckly, bussd upon the v of rules em—
plozed in «oollett, but =u 1 Lnderpen t in his thinking.
Thusy 1 1 i ) ~ile Ztret thin it the
SET30; I'i'-l‘j“ ™€ k10 Lo eacn ur L M= 5 " 1E0 i B

Burore=n warld.

In z2harter 2, bthue two men hav visit, wibien i mob des-
cribed in det«il t=~ the rs .dewr, and then StreSher rotires %o
his roowm, Uowever, between the excitesent of wssving S0Ux
az9in, aad € symbuli cnlargening of hi ision «Wier Jus
ome seeting with I zoctrey, his room noy ers too szzall for

2 Tt RSN PG g | S i rvanmiesde . swns I | s, TRt o 5
him, uﬁ?z.t, there is Turther information :IF‘VLM’.’?d about Stretaer
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BBitude towards Waymarsh: he is enviocus of Waymarsh's large

(1]

gome and ability to hold his tongue when appropriate. One
BBo sces tunt Strether is umconfortable talking to Waymarsh,
@th about t e mission and about his relationship with FMrs.

e. His discomfort will hivs later repurcussions when one
him suaring this coveted information with INiss Gostrsy.

flough Strether has known Waymarsh z good many y=ars and likes

"
)

e begins to ses him critically at t.e end of Book I,
apter 2. OStrether is reminded of a "big, snubbed child"
Waymarsh asks what Strether is going to do witn Waymarsh.

had earller cosed thi

(i

same guestion to liiss Gostrey

poncerning himself, and he wonders if he, too, sounded like a

Strether and Jaymacrsiy grow further avart in the novel,
partly because of Strether's desire to learn, and Jaymarsh's
refusal to do so., OCtrether learns from liss Gostre, such things

as hcw to order a proper Eurovean breakfzast, where to buy tae

best clothes at the best prices, and how readily to identify

-

3o N pes " = = S SRR e k2 Sy .
the various "tvones" one sees on the strset or at the Taeatre.
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ships: Wwas what was haprening t- himself then, was what al-
ready had happened, really that a woman of fashion was floating
him into soeciety and that an old friend deserted cn the brink
was watchine the force of the current?"(ZR).

300k I is concerned with Strether's chanzing attitudes
toward /aymarsh, lMiss Gostrey, and himself, as well. de con-

fesses to Miss Gostrey kis feelings of guilt and confusion
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(1]

soncerning his growing friendship with her in contrast to the

byss he feels opening up betwsen himself and Wagmarsh., e

goes on to say that Waymarsh is a success, bul that he himself

;s a "perfectly equipred fallure"(40) He comparss his idsa

of freedom to Waymarsh'e, and sees that they ar: quite different.
Qvaymarsh's notion of fresdom is to be able to spend money, and
he does so across EBurope, demonstrating a grand kind of freedom
%hich Miss Gostrey and Strether refer to as a "sacred rage"(41).
But for Strether, the price of freedom is hizher tihan for
'ﬁaymarsh, who pays merely with money, which he hzas in abundance.
ﬁis freedom is the forsaking of his past as he spends an un-

precedented amount of time in the company of a IFarisian social-
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: Gostrey she has cost him. She enquires
about the price, and he replies "Well, my pust--in one rreat
lump. But no matter, . . . 1'1l pay with my last penny"(41).

de has cgvidentally given a sizeable first installment, for
in Book II, freedom manifests itself in his "uncontrolled per-
ceptions" of the city around him(43). His past, namely Woollett

and his mission, are briefly for-otten 2z he takes in the city

b o ST P TR 4, o v® et PAE g o G
of Paris and visits $"e theatrs with I'iss Gesir=y. ut tie

cf

forbedin> presence of lirs. liewsome is too stron:z for him, and

he is constantly reminded  f home. e sees a character in =3

play, a young man in evening clothes, and wonders if Chadi too
would "also b2 in perpetual evenin~ dress"(44). The diszlog

tag of this line is, "Strether starsd before him." .ymbol-



¢ally, he h+s Hlindrzs on, and resyonds, as of old, without
independent thinkinr. ‘le becomes the moutnpiece of Woollett,
: d must stare straizht ahead in order to do so, lest he see
#nything which would cause his perceptions to run ahead un-
ﬂéontrolled.

He continues srveakinj for Woollett on the subjsct of tle
Tﬁusiness owned by lrs. Jewsome, wWaich Jnuad will inherit. Ee

s to Miss jostrey that the lumily's wenulth ‘4z

hon'?.fﬁtlu., nd sne surmisee that 1'.‘1'1.1;-‘: ohad does not wunt to

Yof the morality of the modern world., ofter 211, Thad's an-
‘cestors were not doinr anythaing that everyone else was not doing,

also. Cne is reminded, here, of ..ofstadter's comment in

-~

Anti-Intellectualism in america on the de-emphasis of the in-

jdividual, herz leading to the aprrovil of anytring if practiced
by the majority.

Stretrer's enan in~ attitude toward himsell is further

detmonstrated in Book II. TIe describes Lrs. lewsome's revizw
to lMisg CJostrey, of which he is the edibtor. In referencs to
the placement of his name on the cover, he says he puts it tnere
for his own edifications:
Its exactly tue thing I'm reduced to doing for
myself. It seems to rescue a little, you see,
from the wreck of hopes and ambitions, the re-
fuse heap of disappointments and failures, my
one presentable little scrap of an identity(52).

In accord with this sober note, he describes himself as a
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inner by Woollett standards. DMiss Gostrey suggests from this

.stimation that perhaps Chad is better off in Iaris than in
Foollett. He weighs her suggestion, but the scale tips in

:

favor of Woollett. However, because of her suggestion, his
imagination is captured. The engagement of Strether's imag-
5nation is always the first step towards his shedding of old
notions and his donninz of new snes. In this instance, he
listens to what liiss Gostrey suggests, but he is not yet ready
to accert such a radically different conception. The seed has
been planted, however, and the idea that perhaps Chad is
:better off in faris will grow in his mind and will later be
fertilized by Chad's manners and appesrance. In the meantime,
he explains to Miss Gostrey why Joollett would be willinz to
accept Chad at home, even if he were no longer "blameless"(56).
"Woollett too accomodates itself to the sririt of the age and
the inereasing mildness of zunners"(5€). This "increasing
mildness" is what Jonathan Edwards strenuously objected too,
although Strether, here, does not disapvorove of it. oSuch an
amoral attitude, along with all other attitudes brought from
home, will chanse.

Book II, chapter 2 begins with Strether ea:

his duties, but un=able to do so until he receives instructions

n

from home. Then, he does receive a packet of letters from

iewsome, and peruses t.em in the Luxembourg gardens,while

p—

Mrs.

seated on a renny chair, on a sunny Faris morning. Helaxing

in the sun, he realizes how different IFaris is from vcollett



,éd.how youns it makes him feel. Sitting with the packet of
fetters on his lap, he thinks of this difference agc of thne
great freedom he has found., It was thanks to lrs. lewscme
fhat he has this freedom; she had rrovided him with the funds

Ror the trir so that he would 4ave notaing to worry uaim but

J

Bhe immediate cause of his uissicn. Jhe has on_y herself to
ne thinks, for the,

f his own likeness--poor

sy O
t“;nkful for bra:,nLLH—t*'~ and
ffenin: himself L1l e ganped.e Juspe he Jas,
$Et nrthdnn 1= B spect or postavre to
lize: it 5 orl; true $hsy if he hnd seen
Newscne coxins he ocld instinctively hive
1 up He ualk =uay little. = woull Ve
round and bac% to her bravely, but e rould
had first to pull himself togethusr(&1).

ven thoush [lrs. Newsome is the provider of the freedom,
Btrether still feels guilty about enjoying it. However, he

.

s that he is relaxed and happy and is harming no one.

realize

(1
Q
L]
o 3
',_‘
4]
v
’r
”y
I

?e reminds himself that it was, in part, becaus

Baustion that Mrs. Jewsome sent him out, and th:t she sould be
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Boss of his wife and senselezs dezth of their son as some—

fhins to regret forev-r 4nd to never forget. Sorrow had
e « o Slowly miven way %c timej yet there remained an ache
Bharp enough to maxe the s irit, at the sight now and azain
some fair young man just growins up, wince with the thought
f an opportunity lost"(63).
Perhaps, the guilt her feels over the dezth of his son is
partly responsible for his seeing his planned rescue of Chad
és a "workx of redem;tion"(65). Fernaps, by saving Chad from
the ills of a Farisian bohemia, he can reconstruct the life
the had hoped for his son. At any rate, Stretherls mind turns
Prom his son tc the more immediate younz man, aund he wonders
how much he will have to give up "in the name of propriety”
lof his own enjoyment of Iaris(65). "Was he to renounce all
’amusement for the sweet sake of that authority? and would such
renouncement give him for Chad a moral glamour?"(65). He is
. torn between his desire for youth and his duty to lirs. lLiewsoue.
This inner battle is comvlieated by his envy of Chad's romzntic
"privelege" to enjory his own full youth(&7).

Still pondering theso guestions, Streths: proceeds from
his penny chair towards Chad's home, hoping for their first
encorunter., CUn the way there he passes a boock sale whers we

see that the influence of his correspondance from home is

strong. He walks past the book, but touchcs none, for " he



Upom arriving at Chad's apartment building, however, he

the truth about Faris, that"wherever one paused in

the imazination reacted before on could stop it"(70).

1

the pattern a-2in: the enzagement of Strether!s
Amagination leading to a change of attitude,this time, about

Waymarsh. <btrether sees a young man, unot Chad, on

ﬁhe balcolny of Chad's apartment, and decides to go ur and
jéke the stranger's agjuzintance. Either do that, he thinks,
:Or 5o baecr and find Wajmarsh at the bank. ‘hen Jtrether enters
Chad's house, he symbolically enters Chad's world and leaves
‘Waymarsh's world behind. Ironically, the narrator informs us,
Strether would "tell him 23ll about it™(71).

He does tell him all about it in the openins scene of Book
ITI, chapter 1. GCtrether is full of enthusiasm in his des-
cription of little Bilham, who was the strancer on the balcolny,
to Waymarsh. Jaymarsi iz so incredulous that Ltrether is ex-
cited over the meeting because all he gained from it was the
realization of how little he really knows about Chad. The
young man's home proved to be beautiful and stylish, and his
friend charming and warm. In short, Strether is positively
gicddy over having madé=+ his new friend, and is pleased to tell
Waymarsh that they have been invited to luncheon with this

interestin: young nun.



daymarch, true to form, is none too thrilled about the
and hig no desire to meat little EBilhaw. This is a

Pime example of the growing differance betwe=sn the two men.

her has 2 new experience and is excited by it; his im-
ation begins to run away with him, zand he conjures up many

bnderful images of wiat the new evidence may mean. Waymarsh,
e other Aand, ic reluct at £ inzsin ny sue >enes,

Bpd only at the lz2st minute decides to accompany Strethar to

dunch the following day. <trether's now-stimulated imagination

is ready, in spite of Jaymrsh, for anythin:, or so he thinks.
A Jhat the two encounter at the luncheon engagement is the
'mild, friendly form of little Bilham, and his bubbly, amusing
Parisiusn friend, Miss Barrace. The convers ~ion is pleas s

&

but unexzceptional, the sempiry enjoyahile but not unigqus, yet

gives him preat pleasure; h« 23d hever smoxed, ke realizes,
because he had never before had a lady to smoke with. .aymarsh,
on the other hand, declined to sucke, although he once 3.oked

heavily, " . . . but «@aymarsn did nothing now, snd that gave

e i AT g sy s B N = e % it tn X i SAW El
him his advant 158 OVeXl' peo; le who took talngs 1 chtly up guast
ST P 3 wam hoavs 19w dran™EON
when obrers laild Bhwem heavs 1‘, downY(E0) .
Strether is enjoyving himself as he has not for yesos, uand

4 = |

almost childlike in hies expression of it. He feel collapsed

e
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comparison to Jaymarsh, whose "errectness affected him as
feally high"(B1). Cverall, Strether feels out of control, but
rlad to be so. ie finds himself "blindly, almost wildly,
ushing forward"(20).

Strether's feeling of elation lasts beyond the hour of
he luncheon party--is still present when he pays his first
:isit to Miss Gostrey in her faris hom, opening Book III,
ehapter 2. He and Waymarsh arrived in Faris ahead of her, and
85t is a week after his introduction to Iittle Eilham that she
arrives. what lliss Gostrey finds is a somewhat altered Strether;
he seems to be relaxed, and even Jjokes avout his mission. He
tells her about little Bilham, whom he wants her to meet; she
says she will do so, but only on one occassion.

If Miss Gostrey recognizes a chunge in JStrether, his
.recognition is even clegarer., dHe finds it remarkable tnat he
i should underst ind her comment about little Bilham, when she
first meets him, "Ch, he's alright--a2's one of us!"(85).
This ability to understand shades of meaning and inside infor-
mation strikes Strether as an "acguistion positively new"(25).
This new aguisition is hard at work, when, later in the chapter,
he, Waymarsh, aud Miss Uostrey attend the theutre, expecting
little Bilham to join thesn at their invitation. Miss Gostrey,
before the play begins, lzs been mildly teusing Jaymarsh about
what it means to be 5 true Amerdicsn. «aym:rsh seesms dis-
pleased by the joke, and Strether, meetins his eyes dcross the

box, senses that "something queer and stiff . . . passed in
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ilencs between them"(90). The enstrangement is very apparent
o both friends in this scene, and is in part due to Strether's
Bnlargening imazina“i-n and desire for knowledze

Stretter's imagination runs away with him a moment later,
Chad, and not little Bilham, enters the box. e is over-
come by the fecling of not knowing the proper way to bshave.
He has to control his wild imaginings. "'If I'm geing to be

odiously conscious of how I msy strike the fellow,' he re-

Lf!

flected,'it was so little of what I came out for that I may at
well sto; before I begin.'" The narration continues, "This
sage consideration, too, distinctly, seemed to leave untouched

. the fact that he was going to be comscious of everything but

- what would have served hin?(932).

He was conscisus of Chad's alte-ed appearance; of his manner

of appearing at the extraordinary h ur of ten o'clock. lie

was conscious of his inshilit+ to s-eak or thin: or dscide «aal

" " . . . . .
te do. Feo was conscious of the conmmunicz~ion he would sand
o0 'oollett abut ths momenls nis imazination reeled with
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was to -dvance, to overwhel,, with a rush"(J6).

Tis chance to do so arrives immediately =t the opening of
Book IV, chpater 1. Uver a drink in a guiet restaurant just

beyond the theatre, Strether blurts out, "I've come, you know,
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bo make you breas with everything, neither more nor less, and
ake you straisht home; =0 you'll be so gnod as immediately

d favourably to considexr it!"(37). Ched's re:ction %0 this

utburset is not wh+t Strether expacts; hs does nct aAr_ue o
rotest; instead; hp =ailss 4ayly and reaainsg suletly o ASimts
sther tal¥%s on, explaianing ais yozition v« of Sa:d’
amil;ys Surins th ne tap, CHrether's attitud bouward
Bhad undarso a drastie ghsne. D2 expacted a cozrse young

wppears to be aueh improved. At ons int in the conver-
Isation, his imariastion pezs Shsd as 4 pagun, wnd he wondecs
drolly hov such a personage weould Fit in at YWoolliebtt. Ile

rrivar at this somewhat ridiculous idea while recopnizirg
that Chad is mannerly, rolishad, perhaps deserving of his resu
perhaps, even, of kis snvy. As soon as Strether lights upon
this title, he takes it up readily, gratefully, esagsrly, as a
label which will £ill the 3ap left in his thwarted expectaftions.
But this category zust be replaced by somethin

.

3trether rezlizes that tae description dces not hold. The

"'1

conversation turns to the suprostition at home that Chad is
being coerced by a woman into staying in Faris. «hen Chad
is shocked that the family would suppose such a thing, Strethe
is so impressed by the young min's apparent virtue, that he

wonders if Chad is rerhars not a pasten, bubt a gentleman.



This change in attitude teowards Chad necessitates a

uestioning of the Woollett principles. Woollett, which con-
idered Chad coarse, low, and unprincipled, thoush still
worth savin-;, has been proven wrong. "Chad had at any rate
pulled his visitor up; he had even pulled up his admirable
mother; he had absolutely, by a turn of the wrist and a Jjerk
%of the far flun; noose, pulled up, in a bunch, Woollett, browsing
in its prile"(105). Strether is left, in short, uncertazin of
that which he had believed in so firmly when he arrived. The
unwavering hero of the novel is now a bewildred hero; groping
for clues to this new unexpected mystery. The clues are
dropped one by one by Chad himself, and ctrether, without the
aid of any af his friends, must piece togethor the evidence.
In Book IV, chapter 2, Strether begins his task. First,
he feels he must clarify to Chad his relztionship with Iliss
Gostrey, so that Chad cannot mislexd Mrs. Newsome about the
pair. Strether once asain imagines hiuself sendins written

es arpear as headlines in

4]
th
in
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messages, and this time the m

' they announce,

a Voollett newspaper. "He says there's no woman,'
to the great disbelief of their readers(109). The grestest
disbeliever of them all, he knows, will be Sarash focock, who
. has faith only is Ctrether's ineptitude. e realizes hope-
lessly that it will be impossible to convince Woollett of the

facts, and that he alone of those concerned will recognize the

truth. His attitudes toward the people at home have chanseds
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longer do they represent the right course and Chad the

rong cours . This reslization has been sparked, as usual,

y Strether's great imagination, which leads him to such thourhts
s these, concerning the fate that awaits each individual,

MCall it then life--call it poor desr old life simply that
springs the surprise. Jothing alters the fact that the sur-
prise is paralysing, or at any rate engrossing--all, practic-
ally, that one sees, that one can see"(110). liss Gostrey,
taking in this strange new idea of Strether's warns, "If you

don't lock out you'll have them straight over"(110). 4nd,

h Jtrether begins to feel that he is enlightened
about Chad's real state, there is much he does not understand.
N

He confesses his confusion to Niss Gostrey

tity of Chad's presumed woman friend. Since Chad is so fine,

is not only not 3 "mere sret:h" nor is she merely good, but
instead, she must be really excellent to have performed such a
"miracle"(110). But why, Strether wonders, if she is so ex-
cellent, does Chad den¥y her? Miss Gostrev's answer to this
query is simply, "Because she's too good to admit!"(111). She
proapts Strether to try to lite the woman in Mestion sheuld
they neet, but he wonders if liking her were reslly what he c=me

} out fer., She udmits that it is not, but urges Strethier to



Pemain open-minded about the woman, and to consider the

Q
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ibility that Chad is not so go'd as he appe«irs to be.

Strether is having difficulty seeing Chad objectively,

Bo taken is hz by the young man's charm, so Miss Gostrey's
Bdvice is wise. Strether ziends most of his time wibth Chad and

bhis friends, and ever Jaymarsh becomes psrt of the group,

daymarsn, himself . . . was drawn inte the eddy;

it absolutely, though temporarily, swallowed him
jown, and there were duys when Jtretrner seemed to
bump asgainst him ss a sinking swimmer might brush

a submarine object. The fathomless medium held
them—-Chid's manner was the fathomless medium; and
our friend fe=lt as they passed each other, in tueir
deep immersion, as if with the round impersonal
eres of silent fish(112).

But Stretner feels uncomfortably that he is on display before
. Waymarsh, who is waiting for him, <trether feels, to perform
some sort of act by way of persuading Chad to return home.

Strether is annoyed by Waymarsh'

s expectations, for he has
done all he could do; he has made his speech, presented the
family's argument, and now can only sit and wailt.

Wait he does, but not alone. iZe enjoys the company of
Chad's friends and the lively discussions in Chad's home. Ile
recognizes that one difference between Faris and woollett is
the quantity of ideus wiich are available to anyone who listens.
He notes to himself that,"There were opinions in Woollett, but
only three or four"(11%). 3Itrether is becominz more fond of

Paris and seenms not to miss Weollett. IZe constantly compares

the two cities and finds he en.-rys Iaris nore.



otrether, although he is becoming more familisr with
Parisian ways, iz still naive. For example, when little
8ilham tells him that the attachment betwesn Chad and his

oman is a virtuous one, . trether takes him literally. e

5

-

Will learn later that in I'aris, appearances and reality «4re

X

sante thinz., MNore emphasis is place on people’s homes,

on their art collsctions, and on how they appear to live than
‘on anything concerning their charactsars. Since the attachment
between Chad and ladame de Vionnet appears to be virtuous,
then that is how little Eilham, being a gentleman, refers to
it. &Strether will discover the emphasis on =p
 hingself latsr in the novel, when he encountercs the courle to-
gethner on the river., Mezanwhile, he accepts with «oollett
literalness the evasive ways of Iaris.

Miss Gostrey, however, tries to prepare Jtrether for the
lesson he will learn. e doubts her belief in little Bilhax's
assertion tnat the attaszhment is virtuocus, zand she answers,
"I don't pretend to know anything about it. Zverything's
little Bilaam %was lied, and she resconds, "Wasn't that wiat
you came out for to find out all?"(122).

Find out all, he does, not on.y about Chad und ladame de

Vionnet, but abeout the contrasting moral codes of .Joollett,

Faris, and himself. otrether finds out all, eventually,

possible. ‘e nmust see"(122). Strether asks whetiier she thinks



Bbout himself, anl has becn de Erated; him imasinnati
fackts his oll attitudes, snia causes s gradual and sublle
nEey, il s=0d e now atrtitaldes based on Wi viluss,.

The fintl ¢ e of attitudes i1l producs a1 of free
will, a uritan Ay t pe daseribed by Jonathan Sdwarle.

Phe rattern has bheen established in the first four books of

the novel and will be completed in the last eight. In order

to follow his conscince, Strether must, first, rid himself of
ithe false assumptions he has held about morality and res-

pectabilitv. The bright lizht of Paris has illuminz2ted his un-

gee that t%e brizht light is a false one 2nd will reject both
the li=ht and what it illuminates. In order to operate accord-—

ing to Bis ova will, J4rethex et discovar -hof him will is
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S AE ANCR ERJCYS HIS FPARLS
Lambert —trather's Zno.ledgs increases as the novel unfolds.

Each nsw person he meets, =ach new event he expsriences, eiack

new insight he gZains, works on his imagination teo create a
deeper understinding of the moral perversity of his mission.
This %nowledge comes gradually, howsver, and throushout this
 section, 3ooks V-, its slow development must be carefully
obszrved in order to understand its culaination.

In Books I-IV, Strether starts out vary much as a3 man from
Woollett, lMassachussetts, with its preconceptions and pre-
judices. He starts to change, however, as he begins to see
the difference between Woollett and l'aris, and this Farisain
pragnatism affects his way of thinkins. Now, in the second
section, he develops a seccond moral measurinsg stick to help
hin understand the peorle around him, especially Chad and
Madame de Vionnet. His friends from Joollett never develop
this alternative point of view and can never see Chad or
Strether himself outside of théir old frame—of reference,
Eventually, 3trether develops beyond this point; e learns

to accept Farisian pragmatism and almost to practice it for

a time, but he must go beyond the amoral roint ¢f view of his

friend in Paris, of whom he later wonders if they have any

]

moral sense at 21l, and lea ve both sets of friedds behind.
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This long journey must be prepared for, however, and
Btrether begins to de so in Book V, chapter 1. The scene is
Gloriani's garden party and describes Strether's blossoming

infatuation with Faris. fHis exhilaration over Faris is an
indication of the change in attitude towards his mission.
Christopher L. Lohmann explains that,
The fundamental chanze in the puryose of Strether's
mission is, of courre, a result of his chansing
perceptions of Faris. +Jhat he had assumed to be
horrid, evil, and corrupt gradually is perceived
as charming, wonderful, aesthetieally pleasinz,
and rich in the tradition of high c¢ivilization.3?
This description applies to, not only Faris, but to
Madame de Vionnet herself. OStrether meets this lady in Book
V, charter 2, in the company of the ever-present Chad. His
first impression, remarkably enough, is not that she is "horrid,"
or even charming, but thot she is simply a person, and no mcre
outstanding or exotic thsn the ladies =t home. Instead, he
feels simply her "common humanity"(135). After his brief chat
with her in the garden, when she leaves him to visit with
some cther guests, Gtrether feels as if he has no need to talk
to anyone else ever azain.(136). Apparently, she has more
impact on him than the Woollett ladies, for, uron hearing
that she and Chad are not free to marry due to her marriage
with her estranged husband, Monsieur de Vionnet, he feels

guite sorry for her. It is at this point taat Strether gives

little 3ilhax His great advice--tn live wi.ile

L)

He is still younz--

and expresces his deep regret at uot hnving done so hiaself.

p
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Mhe speech is so passionate and eloquent that one wondars

long he hus kept these feelings inside. e implores

ittle Bilham to live as he hims=1f did not, whether the
ouny; man believes in freedom or not. He explains,

3till,-one has the illusion of freedom; the efore,
don't be like me, without the memory of that
illusion. I was either, at the rl*ht +lme, too
stupid or too intelligent to have it; I don't
know which. Of cour:e at present I'm a case of
reaction against the mlstake, and the vrice of
reaction should no doubt, alqus be taken with
an allowance. ?ut taat uopsn 't affect the point
that the right time now is yours, The rizht tiue

%n any tims $'.49% one iz still 2o lucky s= to have
’!f?jo

iHe concludeg this speech feeling a bit ridiculous =t having
been so seriius in such a hapry setting, but, nontheless,
ithe thing has been said, and Strether, almost in srite of
himself, realizes the value of his cwn advice.

Since the change in Strether is gradual, it is natural
| that, early in the novel, ue may be the "mouth: iece of Joollett"
one moment and speak for tue youthful freedom cf Faris tae
next. The first point 6f view is a set one, and the second
point of view is developing, so0 his opinicns are mixed during
much of the novel. Lohmann interprets Strether's thoughts
about Bloriani as indicative of the vacillation withiin the
hero's mind, and asks, " . . . is Strether to be guided by
his sense of vision and accept the charming appesrance of things,

or should he follow his moral perceptiocns and judze the sin-

ister reality he suspects behind the a“pearances:"3°
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Strether has a chance to decide between these two options,

din Book V, chapter 3, mnd unwittingly chooses the.former.

The scene is between otrether =nd Chad, and the discussion
‘concerns Madame de Vionnet and the anticipated breaking of?
“of the relationship. Strether is surprised to learn from

Chad t a2t there will be some sacrifice on Chad's part when he

' just leave her and return to america. Strether concludes that
’this sacrifice must be because af all she has done for him,

' and, in turn, how much he owes her. He is qguite proud of

' Chad's modesty =and apparent concern for ‘-adame de Vionnet.
This good feeling leads to a moment of guilt on Strether's
part for all the wrongs he has suspected of Chad. But upon
[being reminded of these opinions, he pauses, before agreeing
to call on lMadame de Vionnet, to ask if her life is above re-
proach, that is, if she is "good" or "bad." Chad seems not

to understand t ese distinetions, and Ctrether seems a bit
confused, also., "Jhaf inde=d was he tzalking ab ut?" the nar-
rator zsks(150). In contrast to the scene in which he parrots
the ‘“oollett adjectives for Midame de Vionnet and locks strai ht
before him, this time, "His stare had relaxed; he locka2d now
8ll around him"(150). Ile has shed his #oollstt preconceptions
about Chad and replaced them through the Farisian ability to
judse by appearances. Iie now accents Chad for wha2t he aprears
to be, and becomes closer to the young man whonm he views

less as a lost soul z2-d more as 4 comrade.
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Book VI shows Strether looking all sbout him, at lMadame

Vionnet, at aer daughter, at Chad, and at everyone and
8verything in Faris. He sess things by now, according to
ietof Wegelin, from the eyes of a pragmatist, a trait
which he picked up from his Farisian friends.39 This claim
true; he virtually never employs his Joollett perspective,

and his own conscience-based perspective is not yet devel-

Book VI, chapter 1, concerns Strether's first visit to
adame de Vionnet. Chad accompanies him and then shortly
leaves ther alone together, pleading a prior enzagement.
ether escapes embarrassment at being left alone with this
sady because "he had grown used by this time to thinking of
mself as brazen"(151). He is overcomes, in:

teady by the air

“

Ipf respectability in her home "that was 2 strange blank wall

artipant topic o:zn o them: Qis
mission and subsequent duty to lrs. lewsome. "I don't think

- you serinusly believe in what you're doing, dbut, zll the same,
you know, I'm going to treat you quite as if I did"(153).
With these words, lladame de Vionnet opens the rather delicate
topic, to which Ltrether replies with nothing less than di-
rectness and integrity. During the conversqtion, Strether
finds himself feeling t-at Madame de Vionnet is a vulnerable

wom::n z2nd one, the care of whom, is worth z gre«t dezl of

P R odiads B &y L E I
or nis zdventure to nave brought Lim to Yredk his nose azainsg
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enck day was mors and more a new lesson"(157). E£is

fewfound comradeship with Madame de Vionnet also leads him to

ree, for her, to find out if Jeanns is in love with Chad,

Strether gets his opportunity in chapter 2, in which

zives yet =ncther dinner party which the de Vionnets,

e

mas
LT

Bilham, ¥iss Barrace, Gloriani, Waymarsh, h
#md others, attend. e zZets 2 chsnce for a chat with Jeanne,
and her beauty, charm, and innocence make Stretner regret

ibhe loss of his youth, His conscience will not allow him to

w

Famper with such a creature, to defile her by his unwarranted

(%

(o5

N
e
ot

cide

o
I

ins. He is none of his affiir to pry open her

-

it any business of her mother's., DLater

=
uy

}pind and heart, nor
3n Book VI, he will make lMadame de Vionnet promise not to
dnterfere in Jeanne's life. ©She promises to obey him, a prom-

dse which Strether, unfortunately, accepts as he would have



accepted the word of a lady from Woollett. He has not yet

o 40
arisian "moral codelessness."

s

He and liss Barrace also have a chat together at the party,

and, as usuyal, he learns something from her, although it come

syt

{45}

- .

to him thr uzh clouds of umbiguity. This time the knowledge
involves the resacon iiadame de Vionnet will never divorce to
marry Chad. To Strether's comment that it seems to him that
she should want to marry Chad, in light of all she has done
for him, Miss Zarrace asks, "Well, then, how could she do
more? Marrying a man, or a woman eituer, is never the wonder,
for any Jac% and Jill can bring that off. The wonder is their
doing such things withcut marrying!(184).

The subject of the lesson, fadame de Vionnet, enters the
scene af the opening of the next chapter, and is dressed
beaubifully for the occassion, ©Che is eso strikimg, in fact,
that Strether cannot adequately describe her to himself, be-
cause,"she had taken all his categories by surprise"(1€3).

In other words, she has dispelled his Joollett facility for
making instant judgements. She and Strether find a moment to
talk alone, and she wante to know if he regrets his promise
to save her. e responds ti st he must first understand him-
self what he had meant by the promise. le seemns to have re-
covered from the spell she had cast over Yim during their

first visit, but the recovery is short lived. DBefore he knows

it, he feels more connected to Zer than ever, instead of
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detached from her, as he had intended:

In the very act of arranging with her for his in=

dependence he had, under pressure from a particular

perception, inconsistently, quite stupidly, com-
mitted himself, zand, with her subtly sensitive
on the spot to an advantage, she had driven in
by a smmple word a little golden nail, the sharp
intention of which he "1*n°1 ¥ *elt(171)

If his woollett friends could mave followed him wround
invisidly, they would hivc bean snocked to see this allegizn

But ther would have be=n ejually shocked by further devel-

-~
e

opments in this charter. Strether, who hal once been careful,

if not compulsive, 4«bcut reporting to ~oocllett everything

which tha latsr 45 about to disclose $o him. That piece of
informa*icn is this: .« « - che do=s now care more than he"
(175). He will keep the news to himself even though it is

directly connected with winat he came out to learn. Clearly
his Woollett mindset has besn left far behind, and uazs been
replaced by 2 stand:rd of Jjudgment whieh

situition. ©Grie indidation to the »=

n
L =)
ot
g
pte
{
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T
]

3

is not the right one for Ttretier is that, «hile relysins en
it, =2s well as on the <opo’lett morality, Strether arrivas 4t

wrons conclusisnz. He emphatiecally sums up Sthe state of af-
(S5 ) -

fuirs betwesn the couple as such:
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She's wonderful, wonderful, as I'iss 3ar.ace says

and he is, in kis way, too; however, nas
he may sometimes rebel and not feel that

nis account in it. Jhe has simply given him an
immense mor4al 1ift, and what that can explain is
prodigious(17&).

Bymbolically, as he mualkes this speech, his eyss ars nob on
Flittle Zilham, to whom he is spesking, but instead, "Strether,
with his head buack and his eyjes on the ceiling, szenmed to
lose himself in the wision of it"(176).

The last line of BockVI, chapter %, marks the exact
center of the novel and the pivotal point in Strether's changing
attitudes. He, who has strived to bring about the return of
Chad Newsome, now believes that Chad must stay and face the
future with Madame de Vionnet. If Chad gives her up, Strether
announces to little Bilham, "he ought to be =ashamed of him-
self"(177). It is striking that James vlanned <trether's
reversal of attitude for the middle of the bock, making the
novel remarkably well balancad. Streti r's change does not
occur all at once, however; it fills the whole book, and hé
is halfway to becoming the Puritan man of free will at the
book's halfway point.

Book VII, chapter 1 finds Strether sitting alone in a
large cathedral--a place he freguents not for spiritual re-=
flection =o much as for the opportunity to be alone and bo
relax., Resting trere in the dark, he observes a lone woman,

not'"prostrate--not in =sny degree bowed," but sitting near
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the shrine, she "had lost herself, he could esasily see, as

he would only have liked to do"(180). After observing the

.

woman, it is relevant to note, he sat azain absorbed in his
own thoughts and "was trying with head thrown back and syes

uce it in f:«ct t2 the

(o

aloft, to reconstitute a puct, L~ re

)

75 before,

l convenient terms of Vieter Tuzo"(1R0). A few da
in fact, Strether had given in "for once.in a way to the Joy
of 1life," snd had purchazed a seventy vnlume bound set of this
anthor's works. This purchase mairks an importsnt change in
Stretaer, for in contrast to the earlier scene at the book-
seller's in which Etrether dnes not allow himself sven to
touch the books, lest such an action interfers witk his duty,
here he affirms the positive aspects of life., IZIe affirms 1life,
lea :ure,spontaneity, and rejects the guilt ridden,
rule clad existence of Woollett.

Strether is deep in thousht about taese volumes vhen tae
wonan he noticed eurlier rises from her place and turns to
leave the church. Turning, sih2 noftices Strether and moves
towards him. The woman is lNMadsme de Vionnet. After a fey
moments of chat about the coincidence of their both being at
the church, he spontaneously invites her to dine with aim =t
a e¢afe first introduced to him by Chad as ome which is known
enly by those most intimste with Faris.

Miis inviation cresares ssveral surprises for ltrether,

S g s -~ Yoy - DE A & ~ 2 A e er 42 - - ¥ - =%y -
the first being that Madame de Vionnet hasg uever been Lo e

3 = T S R . e
sovebtedl yplace., he explzian, uzoh Aia A UIDZy V.3 ERE sl
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Bhad do not zo dbcut toget .er in publie. Lhe next sar:

his roilizatica that ™ o o o "2 had travelled fair siacs

hat evenins in Londrn, b=fore tha tisatre, har his dinazr

..Ja

itk Niss Sostrey, between the pink-shided candles, had struck
him as reguiring so many explunations"(184). He is surprised
by the fact that now his dining alone with a lady needs no ex-
' planatiorn. He enjoys his surprise, and, according to Thomas
J. Bontly, "One of the things tnat Strether admires most about
Parisian society is the approach to life--sophisticated,
charming, and set deceptive--vhich m2kes him feel thiat, really,
the. e is very little one needs to feel ashawed of in anything.

Stretiier will continue for a time to enjoy tuis cire-

frec sttituds, but 4ill eventailly bacone disench nted by the
f Ly . -
lack of moral disection in the liv ef his iarisiaa frierds.
8 e & - & T -
Pearitile, 38 i3 dinl with lNadic.e Vionnet, and th=iz
conver=z:lion tums to the topics of Jtrehtar's promise to savs

her, nad whas that rpromiss means. A tue dinner yaryy,

~ . TR S [ 1 N U SITUY. SR T SO a - B
Streti.er nad said that he 13d not lomow waaht fzs weant by Fae

pledpes; now ha confessecs he hus ¥nown ull slonz. Jis prrmise
munifests itself in o course of action: he wrete to Iirg.

Newsonma and teld her xll about lindame de Vionnet, inmeluding

a full re ort of how charming and re.spectable the Tarisian
woman is. Yeither one can be sure of what the effect of this
comnunication will be: they can only anticipate. Otrether
only knows that he is trying to save her "by thus letting her

know tzat I e-nsider you worth savi n;.(187) Whatever the



iresult of the letter may be, Allen F. Stein believes tuat

l - . + - - - - .
iBtrether's resdlution to stand by l.adume de Vionnet tests his
o

n

gbility to "maintain a vision of personal idealism."”
‘However, as Madame de Vionnet explains to Strether, "You're
not saving me, I take it, for your interest in myself, but for
' your interest in our friend. The one's at any rate wholly
dependent on toe other. You can't in honour not see me through,
because you can't in honour not see him"(190). Strether
| realizes that this statement is true, and tie little golden
nail is driven in further. If Stein's idea of prersonal idealism
is involved here, it denotes Ctrether's desire to have done
his duty, then to have an opportunity to enjoy his wvacation
until he is reads, with Chad, to go home. Dladame de Vionnet,
however, does not believe Jitrether is ready to g¢ home at all.
waymarsh, on the other hand, not only believes Stretler
is ready to 20, but thinks the departure ic lony overdue.
Btretuner senses waymarsh's fezling to that effect, but never
actually confronts him with the subject after ti.eir earlier
conversation in Book.I, but in Book VI, chapter 2, oStrether
. receives a telegr o from l'rs liewsome, urgin: his immediate re-
turn, with or without Chad. The message includes an ulti-
matum: 1if he does not immediately start for home the Fococks

will start for faris,

strongly suspects waymarsh of having written to Woollett in
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alarm over Strether's recent conduct. Strether has been
idining alone with women; Ctrether has been sojourning into
meighboring towns alone; Strether has been mixing with
Parisian socialites and enjoying every minute of it. As.a
result, Waymarsh must wave in the reinforcements from across
the sea: the Fococks must come.

Strether, meanwhils, wanders around, telegram in hand,
speaking to no one, alone with his thoughts. It is inter-
esting to not that the narrator does not reveal Strether's
thoughts, here; one is kept in the dark about the contents of
| the telegram, and 3Strether's reaction to it, until Chad gzoes
to see him the next morninz and notices the telegram, having
been crumrled and then straiztened out again, lying on
Strether's bureau.

Hron learning Mrs. Newsome's messases, Chad declares he
is ready, has been ready for some time, to return to Woollett.
But Ztrether, it seems, has been reconsidering, and now be-
lieves that returning is not the best step. Zeczuse-he has
not had his fill 2f Yaris, and to a lesszr degree, because of
his new comTitment fto lladare de Vionnet, Jtrether wishes teo
renain, aad wishes for the fococks to come out.

Strether zlso wants the Fococks to come out that theyr

might ses the changs in Jhad and the woman to whom Chad is
indebted., But Strether has doubts azbout Caad's cincerity
vhers Vadaze de Vionnet is concerned, ind expresses thece

’ - ~ 1 e 4oy o NP e L e 1 i e y -~ -~ 1 ~
doubts to Sh-d. Jhad, being charming as ususil, convinces
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that he will never tir: of her. From this avowal, Strether

concludes that Chad is not afraid to stay, a turn of events

which surprises Jhad. The young man looked brichtly a-

mazed. ‘'You want me to 'ztay'?"(195).

Strether begins arguing for tie delay by painting =2
picture of the Tocock's arrivd in i« positive 1liht,pointing

out to Shad how len it mas be=sn since he Aas seen his sister,

and how lons she has been w~anting to se2 him. Ohad counters

P that she could Y“ave cume loag a0 if shie kad wantel &

san

U
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him thsat badly, and Stratier points ouf that ner

'..n
Lv
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ending

excursion to Zurope is by no means soley on account of Chad,

but on account of himself.

The stion of lMrs. focock's excursion led the two to
the inevitadle next topic: I'adiwwe de Viennet. Tais lady,
accordins to Shad, believes she could uie Frs. Iocock, and
even Mrs. Jewseome, like xd accert her, bubt Jtrether fears

the task iz even above Twlune de Vionnet, tho.zt his challenses
Chad to ¥Yrisk it if you 1like!"(196). Chad :zlouds the issue
by mentioning lliss Geostrey, but Strether does not let Chad
deter him from his course. His course is to get Chad to
remain in laris because, in Chad's words, Strether feels "the
charm of life here"(197). Cn Chad's inquiry about what
Strether hopes to gain by delaying their stay in Faris, both
are aware of their reversed positions. The narrator comments,

"The change of position and of relation, for each, was as

oddly betrayed in the guestion that Chad laughed out as soon




as he had uttered it--which made Strether laugh"(197). More-
over, Strether answers Chad's enquiry with, "Well, to my
having a certitude that has been tested--that has passed

| through the fire"(197).

| The fact that Strether has enjoyed himself in Faris
wishes to continue to do so is well established. The nex®
question, posed by Chad, concerns the possibility of his
to Woollett without Strether long enough to visit his moti
then to rejoin his friends in Faris. To this suggestion;,
Strether has a one-word res;onse: “"Grotesgue!"(197).
protests that it is because of Strether that Chad now re
how much he misses his mother. Strether responds that, if
ssing Wis -other is really his motive in wanting to return
Woollett, then he sho:ld leave imnmediaztely, and that he,

17 Nia

Btretner, «will follow. JStretter advices, "The only way to

~

Chad points

<t

here i3 by stayins yrurself"(138). Bu
but the awful truth. "Jhy if she sends out the Igcocks it will
be because she doesn't trust you, and if nie doesn't trust

ou, that bears upon--well you know what"(198). All the more
Peason, Strether explains, for Chad to stand by him.

The main importance of this scene is the reversal of
btitudes between “trethier and Chad. Strether, once loyal

Mrs. lewsome and anxious to please her, now schemes against
8r by anticipating her every move. Furthermore, he feels

that his mission has been completed ever since he presented

Bollett's ideas to Chad. 3y explaining the family's position
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nas done all he was sent to do; now his time is hiw own.

Whad was once tae object of his duty, and now Strether has
lenlisted his aid to defend himself against Mrs. Newsome.
IThis is an example of Strether's developing personal moral
icode.

Next, Strether enlists the aid of another person, lMNiss
Gostrev. However, unlike his previous talks with her, he does
‘not; require her advice or devend on her to help him see sit-

nuations more clearly. Instezc, he visualizes trutus for him-

self, and informs Miss Gostrey of thien. LGw=n thouyh in 3Bock
VII, chaper ? he tell har that he has recsived the cible frow

folitow you. You've got your momentum and c¢san todlle alons"
(193).

Ctrether relates to Miss Gostrey the details of his
latest conversation with Chad, and tneir decision to remain in
Paris. she asks otrether to explain why he wants to remian in
Farisy; what he hopes to accomplish. e states that ne does
not want Jhad to succumb to the plan.

. N
»

1%m thinkiﬂ; of the

» 2lan of which I wa- the mouth-
ri~» vaien, 1@ sotn wF g2 met, I put befors him
a8 Pt ars uszsively as I "miew how, and which, wa= Jdrawn
up, ¥ it cepe, in coarlets evidance of sll tasy,
in this lfst lone serind, h4as b=en Lav_sninz Lo
hine It boolk r weeount waatever of the inprescisn
I 2 here on the s;ot immediztely to roceive fran

him--inpressions of which: I fe*l sure I'm £ur frono

havins the last(201- 02).
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too will receive the knowledze, Strether hopes, and must

reject her previous motives in wanting Chad to return. The;

must come up witt new reusons to argue for Chad's return.

Btret er somewhat innocently believes that, when fuced with

the truth, Chad's family will react the way he did, which was

to alter his old position and accert freely all new information.
#hile awaiting the Focock's arrival, Btrether continues

to write regularly to Mrs. Newsome. "It was 4 practice t .at

continued, oddly enocugh, to relieve him, to make him come

nearer than anything else to the consciocusness of doinsg some-

thing"(23%2). =although Mrs. llewsome never appears in the novel,

"It struck him that he hud never =zo lived with her as during

this period of ler silence; the silence .uas & sacred hush,

a finer cle+rer medium, in which her idiosyncrasies showed"(203).

In order to his mind of? his "obsession,”" he often seeks the

company of Viss Gostry(205). OShe, of course, continues to

be loyal and helpful, and at the end of Bool VII, chapter 3,

hints to Strether that she wo:ild like to be more to him than

just the Friend she is now. If, 2s she says, he should meet

with disaster uron the Focock's arrival, she will allow him to

render her a particulat service, which she will for the present

leave unamed. Uhe makes this statement following his protest
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'that she does so much for him snd he does nothing for her.

‘When he asks for clarification of the offer, she responds,

"You shall henr only if your smash tskes place. As that's

really out of the question, I won't expose myself™ (207=08).
Miss Gostrey hints z few more times at the possibility

of a future for Strether and herself, but each time Strether

lets the subject drop. 4t ths end of the novel, her hint is

the stronses, and his refusal the most definite. Christof

Wegelin offers three possible reasons as to why Strether rejects

45

Miss Gostrey's love. His first suggestion is that ae wants
Woollett to have no cause to suspect Strether's motives for
remaining in Faris. This possibility is substantiated by
Strether's assertion in the final book that he wants to be
able to say he got nothing out of the trip for himself.
Secondly, Wegelin sugrests that James uses otretner's intesrity
as a fcil for Chad's egotism, thereby giving the reader a
fuller conception of Chad than what Strether has, until, of
course, the end of the novel. «~egelin believes most strengly
in his third proposal, however, which is tie notion that
Strether rejects !Miss Gostrey because he feel more strongly
for ladame de Vionnet that he realizes. But, as Wegelin says,
no matter which explanation one accerts, James' explansticon

in the "¥rojeet" is quite self-explanatory: "He has comc s0

far throuzh hisz total little experience that he has coume out on
the other side—--—on §'.e other side, sven, of 4 union wit:
Miss Gostrey™(390).



ambizuous, What is clear is that, a" the end of

and the rattern bezins mid-way throuzh the novel

1

J& =

‘Thatever Ctretter's astivabisns may be, howevsr, taey are

the novel--

-=he is alone:

without Waymarshj without t-e Tococks; without lrs. Fewsome;

it

e

without Thad, +whoxm he never really Tsdy; w
and with ut lsdamne de Vionnet. le stands alone
=

and not as a part of society, as Allen F. Siein

making him a subject of aisapproval in American

communities

such as Woollett, where individualism is frownsd upon, and

"social animals" such as Strether hoped Chad would be, meet

: 4y
with a;'-;rov:.al.+
Book VIII, chapter 1 opens with a reminder

golitude; the first woris of tie chapter are: ™

T

rarblad larsels alone durins thes2s few dars. . .

chapter include's Ctrethor preparation for thue T

Waymarss thin¥s he is being frivolous, but also

of Strather's
Strether
"(209) The

Pl

ocock's ar-

notes that

the latter har »ut on weight =nnd is looking more fit and

relaxed than when thev first reunited a2t Chester. At any ra'e,

Strether never confronts Saymarsh aboit tae letter, dbut con-

i

tinues fto dine with him on a regular, tho

\

during one of his many h-ure svent witheut
o o -

gh infrequent, basis.

7}

Strether finds himself, during the cours=s of a long walk,
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toutside liadame de Vionmnet's home. iHe decides to go in and
bvisit, but unhappily learns from the porter that she will be
out of town for several days. It never occurs to Strether

that there may be something suspicious in the fact that she

is away, and so, too, as he learned earlier, is Chad. OSusanne
Engstrom accounts for Strether's failure to put the facts to-
gether as beiny the fault of inexperience reinforeed by his
increasing realization that in Iaris his "knowledzge is in-
COmplete."45 Gecause he is lackin - the knowledge that adulerous
relationships do occur in Iaris between such charmins —eople

as Chad zad Madame de Vionnet, his imagination is never sparked
to the idea that t'e two may be involved in such an affair.

The rest of bhapter 1 contains Strethsr's and Chad's
conversation about the new arrivals. OItrether mentions the
fact that Mrs. Focock is ceoming as 3 representative of aer
mother, to wiich Chad protests that his -other is worh fifty
of Sarah. Zltrether more than agrees: "A thousand; but when
you presently meet her, all th. same, Tou'll be meeting you're

mother's representative—-just as I shall. I feel like the

It is brougnt out that Sarah will, no doubt, want to muet
Yadaze de Vionrnet, to see the type of person thuat Chal, not

to mention strether, is involved with. The effect tlat
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Strether gets from Chad in this scene is tiie prasence of an
ensy, comfort:ble com:anionship betieen thé two mea. and an
underst:nding sheout not just soollett, but about Madame de
Vionnet, as well, Chad confides to Strether, upon the latter's
comment that ste is "wonderful," "You don't know how wonderful"
(215). From this remark, Strether seunses the " unconscious
insolence of propietorhip" of ladame de Viommnet by Chad,
which causes him to ask Jhad's permission to visit the lady
in question more often.
Strether's request makes him think of what Chad refers
to as his "extraordinary ideas," and he "felt both how they
had possessed him and how they had now lost their authority"
(216). e is left rather confused in the void which his
former ideas once filled, but at the end of the chatter, the
answers to his gquestions arrive. The fococks are in Faris.
The Fococks arrive smiling =2nd it is with zreat relief

that Stretlier realizes the family still likes him, and the

"manner of his res.onse to it expressed for himself how little
he had enjoyed the prospect of ceasinz to figure in that
likeness"(218). ~TFriendly as they are, the Pococks xeep hin

o

in suspense concernin- their trus feclings about tha situation,

o) n TN, Tw'd i 5 - - - ! st - . vy .
vith Snad aud nie own truwer fren Jeellett. obtrefiler wants

to get ko s heart of tne tter anl lesr era nN= stan
3 % Wieniy v e ) JL FE s Jo v Smeras Al ¥ s 3 D U [PCURNE. . |
‘L LS e s 200G 13 § L&Y -1‘.""'.; (PR st SO SSlitg A LE | B 4 g S 0 18 T -
= - S | | SR g U TS > P vz - p— - - ~ 34~
to the Yobtel with Jim. 2ut Jdim iz £fall of innuendoss =Loutb
R . I 1 o , 0 R S g e g Ta P —
Yo Strablier huc been oczunying himself in this fast paced

citry, and how he himself hopes to {ind amusement. Ia short,
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Jim is crass and almost entirely without integrity. OStrether
finds himself wondering, during the ride, what had happened
to Jim to make him the boorish man he is. Was is woollett?
the business? marriage? and =zight not he, a future married

Woollett businsss min, be a: much "out of tie guestion" as

ot only does ke .u=s . ion his faburs,; he Joubts his owm

pergeprtion ® Shagr "ias he,; ou quaslis & Shad's 1m=
provenent, fmt-bigé 23 J T v EruflT  Jid live in
1 r 1 0 1 ] ) "1. : C i ] ul N i Yo C O ‘- Lid e . .
i they coze in short to be sune Jlesre Strether wus d ined

to Peel that he himself had only besn silly?"(273). In short,

Btrether disrlays clearly his multi-dimension=zlness as a char-
acter. One tnous he 1s -erece tive, iatelligent,; -2d & mun of
integrit But one alse s=es him locking in ‘wmovlsdiz, .one-

tires hewildersd and confuzed, somebimes completely wrong.

Sat 2s Cusanne Engstrom arguss, James expected the reader to
accept <trether's reliability and his moral wvalidity, that is,
how far resders "can accept tite thoughts and actions of the

. 4g
narrator as morally valid." 5

Therefore, ~trether, thoush
lacking in sufficient %nowledge in many aress, is a character
who, waen he juestions “is own parceptions, will eventually
come to his senses and recain trust in his own instincts.
Strethuer must use his perceptions to sift through the
elut of gossip from w#oollett, and discover what is the "real

word" from lirs. lewsome. Jim says that Sarah and iirs. Jewsome



ars both "prostrate" over Strether's case, and are now ready
to act. "It's when they're prostrate they most sit up," Jim
comments, Strether worriedly gueries if ther are sitting up.
Jim resyonds, "'All night, my boy, for you!' And Jim fetched
Bim, with a vulgar little guffaw, a thrust that gave relief

to the pictue. 3ut he had got whit he wanted. He felt on the
spot that this was tee real word from Woollett., 'So don't you

£ toat were the real

e

go home!' Jim added. Itrether wondered
word too"(PP2).

The "resl word" does not come from Sarah's lips until
later, btut in 3ook VIII, chapter %, she gives Strether some
indication of what the word will be. In this chapter, Strether
goes to visit Sarah, and finds her alreaay in the company of
Madame de Vionnet. IHe enters the room and senses sometaing
"awkward" and tense, and indéed, there is "somet ing fairly
hectic in Carah's face"(28%). Then, otrethsr realizes there
is amother visitor in the ro-mj; »naynarsa, +ite his back to the
roon, sits gazing out the window. The two women greet Strether
and the conversation moves to the subjeet of Sarah's being
guided throush Taris,; This is a task for which Madame de
Vionnet presents herself, and she offers to shos Carah the

best sho s, best retaurants, and other marvels of faris. 3arah,
however, refuses the offer, on the grounds that she has her

brother to shew her around, beside the fact that she has been
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to Paris once before. "'I know Faris,' said Sally Iocock in
' a tone that breathed a certain chill on Strether's heart"
(229).

Madame de Vionnet remains undaunted by this cool rejection
and continues to insist that it would bes beneficial to Sarah
to allow her tec assist. In doing so, she tries to make light
conversation which will interest everyone, and chooszs as topics
Chad and Strether himz=slf. Hep desire to lessen the tension
backfires, however; she seems always to say the thing which
will cause Sarah, already of a narrow mind, te think €he worst.
Madame de Vionnet is assuming that Sarah is like oStrether, who
is willing t° learn and to remain open minded, but her commsnts
only reinforce Jiarah's negative attitude sbout Nadame de
Vionnet, Chad, Strether, and Iaris.

Yadana de Vionret's conduct before <irah zmakes Ctretler
marvel at her bravery, and she becones even dors worderful in
his eyes. .o almost c-nnoet help but flinch, hosever, at one
| of her attempts 2t eivilit, . d4s she graciously allows Jarsh's
independence from her juidance, Nadume de Vionnet remarks

tanst sae probably would net be needed anywsr, since wuriah

il enjov Taris as much and ianso short a time as Strether.

In addition, she makes cStretzer look even more degenerate in
Sarah's eyes with this comment: "The great thing, Nr. Strether
will show you, is just to let omne's self go!"(231) Jtrether

4 24 % ot . - 4 P . Mney T soas —~ T T e, o -
wastes no time in TS, 0ncini, La, L°'v=s not let ry el 50

[



bvery far." Upon wassering,; he felt "yuite as if ze had bezn
called u =n to hint to Mrs. Tocock how Iarisians could talk"

(231). Ine conversation conbinues along this vein, and one

is given, in no uncertain terms, Carah's opinion of lMadame de
Vionnet. ‘When the lady invites OSarah to visit herself and
Jeanne, she agrees, but as the narrator,explains, "Mrs. Focock

looked her invader well in the eyes"(223).

Strether, meanwhile, his realized that he must either

P'

disassociate himself from liadame de Vieon:et or join her all

the waye. It would satisfy Sarah if he were ®© discluiz MNadame
de Vionnet in fromt of her, but Strether eznnot abandon the

risian ~soman whom he sees ac behaving £o beautifully. The

A

narrator explains, "She seemed to ask him permission to say
these things, or seemed riather I take softly and hap ily, with
the ease of intimacy, for granted, and he hsad guite the con-
scicusness now that not to meet ner as any point more than ualf-

way would be odiously, basely, toc abandon her"(233). His loy-

1

alty to her began almost in svite of himself, and now 1t come:

{

before his loyalty to almost anyone else.

The conversation becomes more and more tense for Sarah as
Madame de Vionnet becomes more charming and even manages to
involve Waymarsh in a discussion of, of all thinj3s, the ladies
whom he and =trether have met in Iaris. Waymarsh had stayed
out of the conversation before while Strether becume more and

more reckless on Madame de Vionnet's behalf. DBut now on the



obviously awkward subject of GStrether's friendship with Miss
Gostrey, broached by Madame de Vionnet, oStrether visibly
blushes. Jaymarsh's eyes meet his in this uncomfortable mom-
ent, and "Something deep--something bullt on their old relation-
ship--prssed in this complexity, between them; he got the side
wind of a loyslty that stood behind all actual jueer juestions"
(236

As Strether stands behind liadame de Vionnet, so Jaymarsh,
for a time, stunds behind Ltrether. He will later join the
side of Sarah rocock, but not out of a lack of loyslty or
fondness for Strether. Ie evidentally feels that Ctrether's
lauching it up with lMadame de Vionnet in Sarah Focock's parlor
is not fitting behavior for an aging American gentleman, so
he will try to bring Strether home again.

lleanwhile, Strether is anxicus to hear the "real word from
Woollett" from Sarah hercelf. .o word comes, hrwever, and he

el

speculates =about the reasons, while visiting with ladame de
Vionnet in Bock I, chapter 1. "The difficulty is that I can't
surprise then into the smallest sipgn of his not being the

same o0ld Chad they've been for the lust thre- years glowerin:
1t across the sea"(240). DMadanme de Vionnet expresses her
appreciation to Strether for the way he stood by héer at Sarah'
salon, and he modestly states that ne was looking after his

own best interests, as well. The two discuss the Fococks, al-

though Stretlier cannot bring himself to asx her her opinion of
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Vazuely and confusedly he was troubled by it feeling
45 if he had even himself been conczrned in some-
thing deep and dim. e was prepared to.suffer--
before his inner tribunsl--for Chadj; he was pre-
pared to suffer even for Madsme de Vionnet. But

he wasn't prepared to suffer for the little zirl.

So now having suaid the proper thing, he wanted to

gzet away(251).

o

She asks if he thinks Her awful, and even is denying it

he knows he has committed his bigzgest insincerity. He is
stunned at her concern for his approval of the pl=an, and feels
as if nhe were on longer "in her bout"(252). He is even more
stunned when he realizes the full implications of Jhad's ar-
ranzements. By arranging 4 marriage for Jeanne, which NMonsisur
de Vionnst w=s incapable of doing, he has eassd [.adame de
Vionnet of any financial worries she may have hac. e has

also done his duty by her, fulfilled the role of husband,

s

fatoer, and provider. loreover, though the arranzement between

Chad and Nadsme de Vionnet is left unstated, it is clear that

(i3

Chiad aas bouzkt his freedom. JIbretaner earlier decl-red to
Miss Gostre ' thnt he must pay for his freedom by disclsimingi
his past; Chad has bought his freedom by satisfying the re-
gquirements o appearances; Jeanne's marriage ecuals the appear-

anc . of respectability for both mother and daughter. {for

]

Strether, freedom is something that comes from self-realizatiom.
for Chnad, it takes btae form of denialj; of g=1f, of love, and
of the feelincr of others. The narration describes Strether's

reaction to Nadame de Vionnet's story,




Her face, with what he had by this time zrasped,
told him more than her wordsj; whether something
had eome into it, or whether he only read clearsr,
her wholes story--what at least he took for such--
reached out te him from it. With the initiatiwve
she now attributzd to Jhad it all made a sense,
and this sense--a lizht, a lead, was what had

—~

abruptly risen before him(252).

Strether leaves, promising !Madume de Vionnet he will not tell
anyone of the arrangement until it is official, carries away
wit® »im the refined diszuised supressed passicn of her face"
(252).

Many critics have tried to prove that Strether is in love
with Madame de Vionnet. Thomas J. Bontly, for example, says
that "There is little doubt t.at Strether has fallen in love
with Fadame de Vionnet, and that he takes a vicarious sat-
isfaction id Chad's affair."u7 Christoph Lohmann goes so
far as to say that she is his savior, and not in need of sal-
vation, as he had thought Chad's mysterious woman would be.48
These critics, among others, seem to forgest Strether's shock
and disillusionment uron learnins that Madame de Vionnet is
for sale, a~ it were, ildred Earstock mentions thunt Strebler
is vrobebly distressed by the Zuropean way of arraniiing mar-
ri":*.e."U Judith Chernaik mak%es a stronger st=tement which
follows the text more accurztely than the other interpre-
tations. In her discussion of Strether's learnings process,
she mentiong the truth he lewrns about the unfairnes of Nrs.
Vowoomé's demande, the truth about Chud's renl charucter, and

the truth about Madame de Vionnet's marrying off of Jeanne.
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"Yet it is liadame de Vionnet who is planning for her own child
the crime to which Strether's eyes have been opened, the
horror of the arranged marriage contract."?! If Strether

.,

was ever in love with Madame de Vionaet, he cannot be in lovs

e A

with har now--he ~as lout the innoceat illusion he once hiad
about her and Xnows she is not Farisian goddes:, but once
spain must recognize her common humznity.

In Book I1.., chapter 2, Ctresther pays a call on his old
friend, lNiss Gostrey. They gossip about tre frejuent evenings
Sarah has spent with «gymarsh and speculate abirut where they
zo and what taey talk about. Strether declares that Sarah,
for thig brief time in Faris, has let herself go and has fallen
in love with Jayuarsh. The fact that her husband Jim is along
only nmakxes the intrugue, though hiarmless, that much mores ex-

o

citinz. fe remsrks taat the Tococks seem to be happy, but

=78

that he is note. IMiss Gostrey se=ms surprised at this revelatiocn,
in light of what she refers to as his "constant tribute to

the ideal"(254). 3She mesns by this comment his constant en-
joyment of all Iaris has to offer, especially youth. He
explains that they are now having their fun and he is now just
waiting while they do so. ©S5arah, too, makes a tribute to ti
ideal; she has fallen in love., Otrether's ideal and Sarah's
ideal are two very different things, because implicit in
Strether's is the ideal of learning about one's self and
following one's conscience. But Sarzh is too myopic to see
outside her Woollett morality to learn about herself or anyone

around' her.
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The last words of the chapter are Strether's, "But there--
as usual--we ure!"(259). These words refer to the seeming
inconseguence of llamie's knowing about Jim' ulterior motive
for coming to Faris: not for Chad and Strether, but for fun.
Mamie is also the focus of Book IX, chapter 3, in which
Strether pays a call on Zaran and finds nc one home. ‘While
alone in the room, 3trether discovers a letter addressed to
Szrgh from lrs. Newsome, and realizes that the two have been
corresponding and is reminded that he has begen ignored by
Woollett for some time. It renders in him a fresh worry of
"whether he weren't already disinherited beyond appeal"(259).

strether now realizes tha

ot

ne one is in ¢

(4]

To: 1, and turns

to lenuve thinking that the porter has ereed in 4dmitting him,
when he discovers someone standing on the balcony. Believinr
the percon is Suruh, he girds hiaself for an encounter. The
figure then moves into view and Strether psrceives that the
person is not Sarah, but Bamie. 3ut instead of aporoaching and

anneuncings his presence, Jtretier retreats to a position in

N
res

which “e cun see her, but remain unsesn. UHe is struck, upon
observing her, that parhaps something he had sensed between
them could now be brought into the copen. The "something"
between them "represented the possibility . . . of scme com-
munication baffled by accident and delay--the prossibility of
some relation as yet unacknowledged"(281,.

"

after thus contemplatin- her, llamie steps in from the

L2

balcony, upon 'earing scweone's puropseful steps in the rcon.
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Bhe discovers Jtretner and greets him. The two talk about

then thne aforementioned untapped resevoir of communication

opens up between them. The sabject of this communication

is somethin- rhicek hes been 3 —reat deul on Ctrether 's zind:

¥ Yamie thoat he kno & nael not feel uncomfortables They
oy ] - e -~ . i . DA » 3
disceuss the ne. Fiavce nd Jeanne's feclings bousards hilm, which

lamie re)orts are favorable. But, she says, Jeanne does not
know if she really loves him or not. She only knows how to

do her duty, first to her mother, and then to Chad. This con-
fidence "was as near as they came to saying that she was prob-
ably in love with Chad"(286). Though unspoken and ambiguous,
the delayed understinding has come to p=ss, and Stretier now

- es  WisSYS - g: (obat et N E e o CHNURR [N e, S L e y - P
wnderstands zors dserl s thas eondition Lo whisch sui1d and Lodane

iy
de Vionnet hive _lacaed comae ma esch otier. Jdone seen
the sitaation Zou B - 15 T vie de Vionnet sees
only wh cepelficinl side of © clon ad aee o bs Bein, dDuughb

by Shad; Iis: Gostrey wiows what Stretler hac told Ler bub does

not mor wiat he his Just learned from Lamie; he is clearly
3 -cp ey : 13 s P, e e B 1= = - : $oup o

the solit oy man, an individualy net part of socliely, Wno

puet form his individual opinions wid judgzents bsed nob on

g lawe by on his oun.
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X, chapter 1. Ze is, once aguin, at a dinner party at Chad's

and, once 2cain, occurled in conversation with little Bilham.
The main differance between this dinner party and the last is
that ssran is in attendance and seems to be greatly enjoying
herselflf. Ie .onders how long =&he will continue in this
relaxed way, and t e narrator observes that "there were moments
when she felt the fixed eyes of their admirable mecther fairly
gserew into the flst of her back"(270). At any rate, he real-
iz=2s, when she does return to her former duty-bound self,

i

she will descend upon him; it would be aprointed to him,
unguestionably, to receive her entire weight"(270).

Sarah's presence at tie party has attracted the obser-
vation of some of Strether's friends, which fact accounts for
little Bilham's being in close conversation with Strether at
the opening of the scene. The former explains to Strether,
as an objective observer, what Sarzah's enjoyment of the party

7

means: . « « Bhe's pleased with it as with his capacity

to do t'.is kind of thing--more than she has been pleased with
anything for a long time. But she wants him to show it there.
He has no right to waste it on the likes of us"(271).
Strether's response to this observation is important in terms
of chis attitudes about the people from soollett and from

FParis. Little Bilham says that Sarah wants Chad to move his

charm and cleverness to «<oollett and place them before people



there, who are really just as good as the people in Iaris.

Strether agrees, but adds, " . . . such an occasion as this. . .

isn't the peopls. I1t's what has nade the people possible"(271).
Little Bilhaw and Miss Zarrace, Kiss Gostrey and ladaue

de Vionnet, are all basically good, well meaning charactezs,

all of whom Strether comes to esteem. DZut Judithk Chernaik

points out an important guality of many of Jumes' "good

characters:

James' 'good' charsctdrs, and the e is no mistaking
them in their desire to love, tc do good, in their
generosity of impulses, are not necessarily tem~
pered by knowledge; they ure more likely killed

by it, or transfizured, made magnificent, butbt
magnificent in error. Tte compositional design
allows them full freedom to hold onto their il-
lusi-ons, to pervetuste their mistakes, Just as it
allows their darker ccunterparts the freedom to
confirm themselves in evil. 51

The thing that makes the good characters in raris "possible"
is their lack of concern for established rules. However,
their goodnese is tempered by whzt Mildred zarstock calls
"morzl codelessnes:«."52 They have knowledge of things that
Strether comes te learn only gradu=ally, but their knowledze

does not make thém risht., Instead, it maltes then “wonderful,"
as Miss Barrace refers to neurly everyonein the novel, but often
wrong. otrether is glad for the orrortunity to meet suen

vreorle and learn about them, althousgh he is often wrony ibvout

people himself, bein; no excephi-n te the rule,

Right or wron-, Stretler besging to fesl the n=ed Lo re-

2ilian, "I've becn sacrifiein



I want to ;ut on rscord somnelow, my fidelitw--fundem-ntally
unchangad after all--to our own. I feel as iIf my Wand wers
embrued with the blocd of monstrous alien alters--of =mstiar
f4ith ultcgether"(273). lle is undoubtedly referring to his
havins besn sc lonz in another country and having been so
freely participating in its society. 2But his use of "blood"
and "monstrous alien alter" images seems to go beyond his
simply having taen z prolonged vacation. +here there is an
altar there iz a4 sazrifice, and shers a sacrifice, a sac-

rificiial l=zpb. The lanbh is8 deanne, snd the s cerifice is ul-

rifice as zmonstrous, and this vision will eventuszlly cause

him to abandon Faris and the accesory to the sacrifice, lMadame

de Jionnet,

geaning friends arrives to see witl him the speetacls of
Sarah's enjoyment. MNiss 3arrace iz the person, and one of lier

first encuiries concerns I

words elicit !'iss Barrace's perenial "oh on oh!"™(227). ile
explains, «it? "sitting up in

noub embarrassment, that he mzant

suerense and prayer"(277). Mis- Barrace knows many of the
circumstances behind tze Focock's arrival, and gleefully
describes the wonders of lrs. Focock. IThe only person more

wonderful, in Miss Bsrrace's eyes, is Strether, whom all of



Chad's circle are viewingzg interestedly, to see what he will
do next. "We know you as the hero ol the drama, and we're
gathered to see what you'll do!"(280).

Not only is Stret-er under the scrutiny of the Farisians,
he is under Waymarsh's watchful eye as well. In Book X,
chapter 2, his friend arrives to announce t-at Sarah is coming
to visit this very morning and wishes to find Strether in.
His reaction is to feel that the time is guickly approaching
when the real .ord from Woollett will come from Sarah herself
and that if he is not prepared for the encounter, it is no
one's fault but his own. Nevertheless, he is a bit nervous at
the thought of the pending climax and jokingly asks .Jlaymarsh,
"What is she coming for--to kill me?"(286). Waymarsh admon-
ishes him, "She's coming te be very very kind tc you, and you
must let me say that I greatly hore you'll not bz less so to
nerself"(226), Waymursh clesrly belicves he is acting in
Strether's best interests by providing a means for Strether
to be gently led back home. iaymarsh zoes on 5o explain t at,
after so long a stay, the Fococks are planning bto depart. He
digugrees sith <trether's feeling that the departure is zudden,
and explains that "IThée purpose of Tirs. Focock's visit is to
explain to you in faet that it's not"(286).

Strether accepts Waymarsh's explanation of Mrs. Pocock's

rurpose, but comes to susrect, once azain, that he knows
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more about Sarah's correspondance with her mother than he
lets on. daymarst is offended by such an implicafion, but
somethin_in his manner makes Ctrether believe that Jiymarsh
is lying. The conversation continues, with the bad fe2ling
between the two men getting more marked and unpleasant. But
Yaymarsh shows a note of vulnerability, to which Strether
cannot be hardened. .Jaymarsa reveal his plan to journey into
Switzerland with the Iococks before returning home, and says,
"T don't know as I really ought to go." The narration con-
=)

tinues:

It was the conscience of Milrose in the very voice

of Milrose, but oh it was feeble and flat! OStrether

zuddenly felt quite aahamed for hem; he breathed

a greater boldness. "Let yourself, on the contrary

go-—-in all agresable directions. These are

precious hours--3at our age they mayn't recur.

o a
3 A E A J
st ilrose, nNexh
:
~

™

Don't have it to sar to Foursel

R T i P ; .

iinter, that you hala't the courage fer thsm(299).

e Was 4 chamee to reltar b2 nis woeds frow Dok Iy "iuid
t 1acked its old intensit, ; nothins of it re-
nained; it went out of the room with him"(289).

Sarah conveys fully the idea that J/aymarsh's words could
only feebly express. Book X, chapter 3 begins in media res,
#ith Baran having already arrived at Strethsr's hotel and the
confrontitio  already im full swing. Strether finds himself

complimeating Surah on the wonderful Jjob sle his d

'

o

ne on



caymarsh; Jtrsthar L. never sses hin more fit and relaxed

since Surah Look him upe. Iiis effort at convers=tion leals

nowhwre, & Jirah mingl, St-nds waiting for Streticr to s

gonehaln rtinents
oust zeusel bo be possible from bhe momernt he hud
tuken ir thatt she h2d areived 4ith no propessl
suibever; that her concern wns siaply to show wuub
she had come to receive. 3he had come to recaive
his submission, -wid ~yymuarsih was te have sade it
plain to him that che would expect nothing less(291).

of giving himgelf ur to Barzh,
Tha prevailing imnge in this ssction is that of light;

Strether paces in the lighs-flocded courtyszard awaiting
Sarah's arrival, now that the mention of Jaymarsh's name brings
up the subject of llrs. lewsome, "Light bec=ame indeed after
that so intense that Stret'.er could doubtless have but half
made out, in the prodigious glaire, by which of the two tae
issue had been in fact precivitated"(231). This bright ligat,
symbolically, is vhat Strether needs fully to illuminate the
character of Sarah Focock and the power sne represents.

These before unknown powers are illuminated clearly for
both Strether and the re=der, and Szrah Pocock's own words
are what flip the switch, as it were. 3She demands Strether's
promise to return to Mrs, Newsonme, stopping only with the
Pococks on their brief sojourn into Switzerland. He guestions

what will harpen if he were to refuse. "Are your instructions
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from lMrs. lewsome that you shall, even at the worst, absolutely

and irretrivably break with me?"(292). Sarah responds that

[

her instructions arz none cof Strether's concern, and as sh
defends her mother's dignity, beccomes increasingly angry and
gelf-ri-hteous. Ohe sccuses Strether of choosing a wicked
woman and a degenerate way of life over a fine woman and the
ideal existence l'rs. Newsome could offer him. ©She is indignant
that Strether can even consider for a moment ladame de Vionnet
to be worthier of his attention than her own mother.

Strether protests that if only Sarqh would be open-minded,

she would agree with him about MNadame de Vionnet's charm.

=)

his is c¢learly the wrong thing to say, as it makes S.irah ex-
plode: "You can sacrifice mothers and sizters ‘o her without

a blush, and can make them cross the ocean on purpose to feel
the more, and take from you the straizhter, how you do it™"
(29%2). Strether can only answer that he never planned to offend

anyone, and that, after all, isn't Chad much better in laris

o

than when she last maw him in Yoollett?

This guestion incenses Sarah, and it is clear to the realer
at this point that sze ¥nows, or suspects, somethinsg of wkich
Strether is unaware. The light of knowledze has not yet
illuminated all for him, and for Sarah the knowlzdse has only
deepened the narrow-minded side of her charactor. For she

evidentally guesses ab ut the adulterous relationship. This

is the main reason she is so shocked by Strether's attitude
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and why he believes Sarah is over-reacting te the situation.
At the end of the chapter, thouzh, over-reaction or not, Sarah's
stand is irreversible.

He asks her if she does not consider Chad's improvement
"fortunate"; she responds that she finds it "hideous"(296).
Silence reigns all asbout the courtyard as Strether acknowledges
her opinion,"Ch, if you think gthat--!" she finishes the
thought for him, "Then all's at an end? 5o much the better.

I do think that!"(2958). J3arah spits out =

\b
]
il
g
|
L
47|
ot
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wm
B
(24]

stalks out of the c.urtyaed and towards her carriaze without
locking back. The light imagery appears again, and the last
piece of narr«tion of Book X, chapter 3 resis, "SBarah'passed
out of sight in the sunny street while, planted there in the
conparitively grey ccurt, he continued zerely to look bhefore
Big. It srobudly was 41l at an =.3"(206).
By placing ~arah in the lisht of 'mowledze and Gitretiher

in the gloom of ignorance, James evidentally wanted us to know
that Strether still has much to learn and that knowledge is
seometing that Saran has already gained. 3But Stretuer is

lookinz before him, not staring straight ahesad

ag before, but

. G RS s e . B E g = R S Resa

looking, waiting for somethinjg to saesd li -t over his incomplete
. LS O o o vaqg = 2 < - q A N - - = 3 - D

moviledpe, Jdardl nowledge dées not necessaril; msan that

she is better than Ztretnery for her kZnowledge onl

. . -~ .
erpelute har prejudices. The knmowledge that Stretuner
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concepsions of rigat and wrong. Just as Jonathan Zdwards'

man of free will must first come to an understanding, so

must Strether. Jumes has organized Stretuer's accumulation

of knowledze in such 1 way that the render is eoften wware of
certain facts before Stretier iz, snd at other tipes, Strether

5

learns things which the reader does not inow until he dis-

closes it to a confidaante. In the first case, th.e reader zets

tc see how Stretaer's problem solving ability operates. In

the second case, emphasis is placed on the result of these
abilities; at tliese moments, Strether takes action. We can

see that Strether is nearly to the crucial point of understanding

and is approaching the critical state: the morazal inability

to act other than according to his own enlightened conscience,



THE AMBASSADCER IS RECALLED

Although Lambert Strether has lost his ambassadorship,
ne is not ready to leave Faris, He has not yet reached full
knowledge; he sees through the self-righteousness of the
Fococks, and in turn, lirs. LNewsome, but has not yet learned
the truth abcut Chad and lMadame de Vionnet. If Strether were
to depart at this point in t e novel and the story were to
end with his depsrture, the novel would not be about a man's
struggle for inner knowledge. But Strether does not leave;
he is not ready, and he stands firm against Woollett's attempted
manipulation, He wants to see Iaris in the summer; he wants
to enjoy the company of lMiss Gostrey; he wants to sec more
of Cusd and Madame de Vionnet, if, that is, they decide to
stay in Faris. The result of his fulfilling these desires
is his being forced to accept the fact of the adulterous rela-
tionsinip between two peopls he likes and respects. his ac-
ceptance, unlike that of little Bilbam and Miss Barrace, who
accept without juestion,ccmes after judging Chad's behavior,
but not Madame de Vionnet's, as immoral. Althoush Strether
Judges Chad, he does not interfere with him, a fact which
shows the difference between himself =wnd Chad's fwily in
Joollett. Only by finally accepting the reality can he com-
pletely shed his o0ld Woollett rules of behavior as well as

his newfound Farisian lack of morality. His own inner wvalues
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must completely emerge and operate to make him the Puritan
man, and they do so in the last two books of the novel,
showing fully the significance of Strether's final days in
Paris.

Book XI, chapter 1, concerns itself with a conversation
between Strether and Maria Gostrey. He tells her of the
Pocock's departure and the departure with them of little
Bilham and Waymarsh. The image of Strether as a solitary
man outside of society recurs, here, with him all alone with
the exception of Miss Gostrey, and, of course, Chad and
Madame de Vionnet. Miss Gostrey confronts Strether with the
gquestion of whether or not Strether is in love with Madame
de Vionnet. He replies, "It's of no importance that I should
know. It matters so little--has nothing to do practically,
with either of us"(309). This response may seem strange
coming from a man so concerned with learning. But often in
the novel he is reluctant to learn, and he will later tell
Madame de Vionnet that he avoids truth whenever possible.
Here is one example of the truth being within the grasp of
Strether's mind, but he does not press for discovery. Whether
or not he is in love with Madame de Vionnet is irrelevant,
for it does not inform upon his mission, nor, in a larger
sense, does it advance his self-knowledge. The "us" to which
he refers is ambiguous; it could refer to himself and Miss

Gostrey, or to himself and lMadame de Vionnet. It is not
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stated whom he means, perhaps, to reinforce the fact that
the matter is not important in terms of Strether's personal
growth.

OCne matter of importance to Strether is the real reason
that Miss Gostrey disappeared so suddenly a few months
earlier, just about the time of the garden party. She says
that her reasoning was that if Madame de Vionnet said something
to her detriment, she would be far away and would not have to
return. ©Strether believes this excuse and though the reader
may be a bit sceptical; the true reason for her departure will
be revealed to both reader and Strether in the final book of
the novel.

Another topic of importance in the conversation is Miss
Gostrey's further implication that she hopes Strether will stay
on in Paris to be with her, which remark Strether parries and
turns the conversation to the instance of Sarah's departure.
She asks how he now feels about Mrs. Newsome, after all that
has passed with Sarah. He acknowledges that Sarah acted the
way he expected her to in light of her disappointment with him.
He tells her that Chad has asked if he does not regret the loss
of the futgre that his mother could have provided for him.

He never answers the question because lMiss Gostrey does not
ask. OStrether sums up his estimate of Mrs. Newsome's dis-

appointment and the reason for it.
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That's Jjust her difficulty--that she doesn't ad-
mit surprises. It's a fact that, I think, describes
and represents her; and it falls in with what I
tell you--that she's all, as I've called it, fine
cold thought. ©5She had, in her own mind, worked

the whole thing out in advance, and worked it out
for me as well as for herself. whenever she has
done that, you see, there's no room left; no margin
as it were, for any alteration. She's filled as
full, packed as tight, as she'll hold, and if you
wish to get anything more or different out or in

. « « What it comes to, is that you've got mor-
ally and intellectually to get rid of her%315).

Strether remarks that he has not only not gotten rid of her,
he has not touched her. This is indeed true, for he has not
tried, beyond the last meeting with~Sarah, to get Woollett

to change its mind. He simply trusts Mrs. Newsome to be fair
and reasonable and learns that these are attributes which she
does not possess.

The chapter concludes with Strether's speculations about
Paris in the summer. Miss Gostrey warns that he may be left
with her as his ony companion if Chad and Madame de Vionnet
should leave town. Otrether hopes to clarify her warning by
asking if they would leave in order to get away from him.

She answers abruptly, "Don't find me rude if I say I should
think they'd want to"(318). ©She gives him every chance to
realize that they want to be alone together because of the
nature of their relationship. Her straightforwardness causes

him to have an "

intensity of thought under which his colour
changed"(318). But he brushes off her implications with a

smile and a joke, and she lets it go at that.
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Book XI, chapter 2, concerns Strether's visit to Chad's
later that same evening. Because Chad is not at home when
Strether first arrives, he fills the time by thinking of how
far he has come since he first arrived in Faris and briefly
mistook little Bilham for Chad as the young artist leaned
over the balcony of Chad's apartment many months ago:

He had heard, of old, only what he could then hear;
what he could do now was to think of three months
ago as a point in the far past. . . . He felt,
strangely, as sad as if he had come for some wrong,
and yet as excited as if he had come for some
freedom. But the freedom was what was most in the
place and the hour; it was the freedom that most
brought him round again to the youth of his own
that he had long ago missed(298).
Strether no longer questions the validity of his desire to
relax; he no longer feels guilty for enjoying himself. KHe
has changed during his montns in Europe, and what is more,
he is aware of the change. I1f Strether were unaware of the
change in himself, perhaps he would not arrive at the same
state of self-awareness which he achieves by the novel's end.
But he is acutely self-aware,amd this awareness becomes a
dominant feature of S5trether's personality during the following
conversation with Chad. &Strether's newly-developed self-
awareness allows him to make moral analysis of those around
him and to compare himself to who he analyzes. Thus it is
that he thinks that Chad, in contrast to himself, knows how
to live. He applies to Chad that term which has been applied

by his European friends to nearly every character in the novel:

"wonderful"(300). The two discuss Strether's patience and
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integrity in not insisting that Chad do anything; neither
that he return to Woollett nor that he remain in Paris.

At this point in the conversation, the reader is given
a visual description of Strether. As the two men stand on
the balcony smoking, "It was as if their high place really
represented some moral elevation from which they could loock
down on their recent past"(301). Strether's level of vision
is no longer a stiff-necked stare, but a reflective gaze, from
a vantage point recently gained, on a past left far behind.

Strether's new sense of awareness allows him to Jjudge
not just Chad, but Mrs. Newsome, as well. He says that she
had her chance to see Chad for what he really is, but did not
take it. The irony is that Mrs. Newsome and her new delegation
indeed do see Chad for wha: he really is, an adulterous boor,
and judge him accordingly, by Woollett standards. Strether
sees him as a dashing,promising young man and judges him ac-
cordingly, but by standards increasingly developed from his
own conscience. #lthough Strether is much closer to being
the Puritan man of free will than he was when he first began,
he is still ignorant of the facts he needs to temper fully
his new moral code.

The two men discuss Strether's relationship with Chad's
mother, now clearly a failure, and Sarah Pocock's contribution
to the couple's downfall. ©Sarah, Chad speculates, would tri-

umph if she could bring Chad home. He believes she hates his
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being in Faris and would revel in being the victor over
Madame de Vionnet, whom both men realize she really hates.

The conversation turns to the subject of Chad's feelings
for Madame de Vionnet, for whom he says he cares, but does
"not want to"(305). He evades Strether's question of whether
or not he wants to return to Woollett, and gives Strether
the impression that he is tiring of lMadame de Vionnet, and
is considering leaving her. Chad says that Strether should
not be surprised if he has begun to care less about lMadame
de Vionnet. "'You shouldn't be surprised,' the young man
easily went on,'when you yourself set me on it. I was indeed,'
he added,' already on it a little, but you set me harder'"(305).
The chapter ends with Strether gravely commending Madame de
Vionnet to Chad for all the good she has done him, and scolding
Chad for having "no imagination, don't you see? at all"(307).
Chad counters that Strether has too much, to which Strether
would probably agree. Le wishes sometimes that he did not have
to imagine so much, that he did not have to use his imagination
to achieve the knowledge and moral growth he does achieve.
It is his imagination which separates him from Chad and Mrs.
Newsome; it is his imagination which allows him to see beyond
the scope of his own perceptions.

In Book £I, chapter 3, Strether's excursion into the
country &s described. It begins with his train ride and ends

with his spotting of something, the reader knows not waat,
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on the river behind the inn where he has stopped to dine.
Strether, in this chapter, is reliving a dream, experiencing
in reality the scene depicted in a Lambinet landscape he saw
but could not afford to purchase in his youth. If Europe
to Strether is exciting and glamourous, it also is the mem-
ory of his past, the early days of his marriage, and his youth,
now gone forever. 5o Strether decides to live his dream,
to sojourn alone into the country, to relax, and to realize
his day dream. Such wide-eyed, innocent illusion cannot be
sustained, however, in a man who must soon shed innocence and
become accepting of the more physical side of 1life.

The river along which Strether walks,"a river of which
he didn't know, and didn't want to know, the name," becomes a
symbol for the factge he must face about the relationship between
Chad and Madame de Vionnet(319). W“While in the vicinity of
the river,he thinks of lMadame de Vionnet and what perhaps she
could have been for him had not the relationship been out of
the question. He realizes that their "time together slipped
along so smoothly, mild but now slow, melting and liquifying
into his happy illusion of idleness"(%22). The water imagery
ties together the idea of 1llusion, his fleeting feclings of
guilt over this short vacation, and the river. ZFor on this
river he finds the couple on a boat and must learn the name,
symbolically speaking, of the river on which they float.

The fourth chapter contains Strether's comprehension of

the facts. After Strether spots Chad and iiadame de Vionnet
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and they see him and decide to acknowledge his presence, they
come ashore and feign delight at his being there. He realizes
that they are not dresssed as they would be if they intended

to be gone for just the day. The reader gets the impression
that much will be left unsaid, for Strether is doing all the
talking almost apologizing for being at the inn. ILater in the
chapter we see Strether alone in his hotel room, as he, " . . .
sat back on his bedroom sofa and stared._straight before him.
There had been simply a lie in the charming affair--a lie on
which one could now, detached and deliberate, perfectly put
one's finger"(329). Strether is stunned at what he has dis-
covered and must decide how to act. It is to his credit that
the shock of the realization does not cause him to snap back
to his Woollett mindset and instantly judge the couple as

evil sinners. But on the other hand, he cannot accept, with
European ease, the appearance of the scene as Madzame de Vionnet
tries hard to depict it, and ignore the reality. So Strether
must stare before him, because, symbolically, he is in the dark;
neither Woollett nor Eurore can provide the proper answers.

He must now rely upon his own conscience to understand the
"quantity of make believe involved and so vividly exemplified
that most disagreed with his spiritual stomache"(331). 4e as
readers finish Book XI, chapter 4 knowing that Sprether does

not so much disapprove of the adulterous affair, but the lies



104

surrounding it. And we ask, along with Miss Gostrey in Strether's
imaginary meeting with her, "What on earth--that's what I
want to know now--had you then supposed?"(331). The marrator
continues, "He recognized at last that he had really been trying
all along to suppose nothing. Verily, verily, his labour
had been lost. He found himself supposing innumerable and
wonderful things"(3%31).

Book XII is the last of the novel and contains five chapters,
making it the longest of all the books. 1t consists in part
of the accounts of Strether's farewells to Madame de Vionnet,
Chad, and Miss Gostrey, in that order. But it is first con-
cerned with Strether's coming to terms with what he has learned,
through his now fully developed and active Puritan consience,
and the resulting renunciation of Paris, Woollett, and of
hapiness with Miss Gostrey.

The reader is prepared for this final renunciation early
in chapter 1. ©Strether goes to see Madame de Vionnet, but
spends many hours in reflection before the hour of their ap-
pointment arrives. He wonders why he had agreed to see lMadame
de Vionnet at her home, instead of gravely calling her before
him in some sterner setting. "This would give a sense--which
the spirit required, rather ached and sighed in the absense of--
that somebody was paying something somewhere and somehow, that
they were at least not all floating together on the silver
stream of impunity"(334).

Strether's reflections return to his old views of mor-

ality and remind one of Edwards' concepts of praise and blame:
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He reverted in thought to his old tradition, the one
he had brought up on and which even so many years

of life had but little worn away; the notion that

the state of the wrongdoer, or at least that person's
happiness, presented some special difficulty.

What struck him now rather was the ease of it--for
nothing in truth appeared easier(334).

Strether is considering here the fact that in his past Madame
de Vionnet's adultry would put her in some moral danger, in
his eyes. Now he is struck with how little he sees her in
moral danger at all. If this situation seems like a rejection
of all moral sense, it is because the reader assumes that the
"ease" LOtrether takes has to do with his adéption of the
European amorality. Instead, the "ease" he feels has to do
with the fact that he did not leap to judge lMadame de Vionnet
by Woollett standards, but will go to see her again, impartially,
knowing fully well that he cannot judge the morals of others
because "they are no worse than he, in short, and he no worse
than they"(333).

The time for Strether's meeting with Madame de Vionnet
arrives, and he goes to see her, and the early part of the
visit is taken up in small talk, for which nonchalance Strether
greatly admires her. Her room is described in great detail
and conjures up the sense of all that is old, formal, and rich
in tradition. There is nothing tawdry or cheap that a trad-
itional Woollett mind would associzte with an adulterous. In-

stead, Strether finds that,
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The light in her beautiful, formal room was dim,
though it would do, as everything would always

do; the hot night had kept out lamps, but there was
a pair of clusters of candles that glimmered like
the tall tapers of an altar(335).

At the beginning of chapter 2 she tells Strether how
she feels about vhad and the nature of their relationship.
She reveals that she hates herself for being vulgar, for
taking from othe:'s in order that she can be hapry. That is
why, she explains, sne prefers to give, and she has chosen
Chad to be the recipient of her gifts.

Strether reassures her that she should not hate-herself.
"You've been making . . . the most precious present I've ever
secen made, and if you can't sit down peacefully on that per-
formance, you are, no doubt, born to torment yourself"(340).
After he makes this comment, Strether realizes that she is
mortally afraid that Chad will leave her and that she is
clinging to him, Strether, for support. Another major real-
ization is that Chad, though polished and charming, is still
"nonetheless only Chad"(341). The last realization for him
in this chapter is that Madame de Vionnet is more vulnerable
than he had ever thought, and in that state, "she was older . .
visibly less exempt from the touch of time; but she was as
much as ever the finest and subtlest creature, the happiest
apparition, it had been given him, in all his years, to meet"
(342).

The two continue to discuss briefly what Strether had

thought about Chad and herself before the scene in the country.
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Strether is evasive, and finally resvonds, "I didn't think
anything. I never think a step further than I'm obliged to"
(342). Madame de Vionnet does not believe that Strether is
speaking the truth, but the reader never will know, because

of James' use of point of view, exactly how much Strether sus-
pected but repressed in his own mind. But he knows the truth
now and must say goodbye to the charming lady, not because

she 1s an adulteress, but because she has taught him, partially,
to judge with his own values. He has done so, found her "won-
derful" ;he has passed the test and camnot linger on the old
subject matter, lest he cease to view the material objectively.
He still desires, as he tells Miss Gostrey in the final chapter
of Book XII, to have gotten nothing for himself. Nothing,

he may have added, but the wisdom to think for himself.

Book XII, chapter % begins with Strether's thwared desire
to see Chad; the young man, it seems, is never at home when
Strether calls on him. ©So he spends many days with lMNiss Gostrey,
whom he has not yet told about the events 1n the country.

We learn that Strether is planning his departure, but cannot
go until he has put a certain question to Chad, of which the
reader remains ignorant throughout the chapter. The more time
passes, however, the more suspicious Strether becomes about
Chad's long absence. He thinks to himself, "'You've been
chucked, old boy. . . .' It would have sickened him to feel
vindictive"(346). This comment harkens back to the last con-

versation between Strether and Chad in which Chad remarked
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that people who hate want to triumph, thus Sarah's desire
to remove Chad from Faris and lMadame de Vionnet.

Madame de Vionnet is the subject of another conversation
between Strether and Miss Gostrey. Madame de Vionnet has
come to call on Miss Gostrey, and Miss Gostrey tells Strether
about their talk. Madame de Vionnet has informed IMiss sostrey
about the scene in the country. He realizes that lMiss Gostrey
was fearful that the shock of the realization of the truth
might result in ". . . an arrest of independence and a change
in his attitude--in other words a revulsion in favour of the
principles of Woollett"(347). He also realizes what a rupture
between himself and lrs. Newsome may mean for Miss Gostrey, and
although she could have tried to coerce wtrether into abandoning
Mrs. Newsome much earlier, she had not interfered at all. '"She
had held herself for months with a firm hand; she hadn't
interfered on any chance--and chances were specious enough--
that she might interfere to her profit"(348).

Strether thinks these thoughts but does not share them
with lMiss Gostrey, who continues to talk about her visit with
Madame de Vionnet. As it happens, lladame de Vionnet herself
does not know where Chad is and asked liiss Gostrey if otrether
might know. He does not know, of course, and shares his sus-
picsion that Chad'= absence may have something to do with the
recent events. The re-introduction of the subject spurns
Miss Gostrey to confess the real reason she left so suddenly

a few months earlier. Her explanatior at the time ‘was that
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she was needed by a sick friend; her explanation in Book XI
was that she did not want to be near if lladame de Vionnet
should say something unpleasant about her. Now Qe, and
Strether, learn the real reason for her departure. "I didn't
want you to put it to me . . . . The question of what you
were at last--a week ago--to see for yourself. I didn't

want to have to lie for her"(349),.

From this explanation, Strether demonstates his virtu-
osity in European customs: he says that he realizes that
little Bilham was behaving like a gentleman when he was am-
biguous about the "virtuous attachment." "That was a view for
which there was much to be said--and the virtue of it came out
for me hugely. There was of course a great deal of it. I
got it full in the face and I haven't, you see, done with it
vet"(349). When Miss Gostrey mentions that Madame de Vionnet
has regquested to see him again, in hopes that the two may
become friends, he remarks that that is wny he must go, and
will not see her azain.

He does see Chad again, however, although not until chapter
4, On his way up the steps of Chad's apartment, Strether

thinks of the affect Chad's life has had on him.,

Strether paused anew at this finel rather breath-
less sense of what Chad's life was doing with
Chad's mother's emmisary. It was dragging him,

at strange hours, up the staircases of tne rich;
it was keeping him out of bed at the end of long
hot days; it was transforming beyond recognition
the simple, subtle conveniently uniform thing that
had anciently passed with him for a 1ife of his

own(353%).
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Strether thinks of how happy he has been in Europe, how much
he has learned, how kind Chad is to him, and pictures himself
being kept til the end of his days in Chad's warm apartment
being visited and entertained by Chad's interesting friends.
But Strether shakes off these comforting images and confronts
Chad with what he must know before he leaves rurope: does
Chad plan to leave lladame de Vionnet? "You'll be a brute--
you'll be guilty of the last infamy--if you ever forsake her"
(354). Strether utters these words.,and feels as if they are
the real message he has all along had to give Chad, not the
message to return to Woollett which he first brought from
Mrs. Newsome.

Chad reassures Strether, or at least attempts to reassure
him, that he is content with Madame de Vionnet, that he will
not forsake her, that he is not tired of her. But Strether
gets the feeling that whatever Strether said, Chad would agree
to, in fact, be "too keen to agree to everything"(355). However,
Strether was beginning to suspect that Chad, though verbally
agreeing to go along with Strether's wishes, really has no
intention of decing so. It was nothing he could prove, but it
made him feel uneasy about Madame de Vionnet's future.

If Strether is disconcerted over Chad's over-zealous
protests, he is positively distressed over Chad's abrupt state-

ment that he has just been to England, where he has learned
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about the art of advertising. He goes on to explain with
enthusiasm that reminds us of Jim Pocock that a good adver-
tising man could really make a differnce in the world of

sales. ©Strether feels faint during this discourse, and oc-
caionally interupts with comments about lladame de Vionnet,

and with questions about where Chad sees himself fitting into
the advertising scheme. He finally aska:Chad squarely, "Shall
you give up your friend for the money in it?"(3%60). Of course,
Chad protests that he is merely speculating, and has no intention
of leaving Madame de Vionnet. Strether sees through Chad's
dishonesty and comments,"You're restless"; but Chad returns,

as they part,"You're exciting"(360). ©Strether leaves Chad
wishing he could kick him as Chad had kickedaway in a gesture
for Strether the chances in advertising that Chad swears he
will not take.

Exciting or not, Strether must still face Maria Gostrey
for their final goodbye in Book £II, chapter 5. He has re-
nounced a friendship with a glamorous, although vulnerabvle,
woman of the world; he has renounced Eurove in the form of
an egotistical, amoral young man; and now he must reject the love
and companionship of the least selfish, and therefore most
deserving of all his companions, i‘aria Gostrey.

He describes to her his talk with Chad and the wariness
he feels over Chad's true intentions. ©She agrees with Chad's
evaluation that Strether is exciting, for, as she explains,

"I'm distinctlyrrestless"(%61). She offers to make her home
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a "haven of rest" for him. He replies, after some hesitaticn,

that he cannot remain in Europe, for, it makes a fool of me"
(%361). He visualizes his time in Zurope in terms of figures

on an old clock. "They came out, on one side, jigged along
their little course in the public eye, and went in on the other
side. =e too had jigged his little course--him too a moédest
retreat awaited"(362).

She takes in this explanation and shortly after asks if
he means to propose again to Mrs. Newsome; a marriage between
that couple is impossible, now, they both realize, because
what he has done to Chad is a direct contradiction of what
his mother had wanted her ambassador to do. Miss Gostrey
stops Jjust short of proposing marriage to Strether herself,
remembering that lMrs. Newsome had done so. But Strether knows
what is on her mind and explains that although her offer is
beautiful and tempting, and he feels "stupid" for not clinging
to what she offers, he can not remain. "I must go . . . to
be right. That, you see, is my only logic. Not, out of this
whole thing, to have got anything for myself"(3%65).

Miss Gostrey, although understanding, does not let it go
yet. ©She wants to know, as does the reader, why Strether must
always see the right thing and act accordingly. ©Strether ex-
plains, "I just can't do anything else"(365). This is another
way of saying, "I have looked inside my conscience, found my

own ideas of right and wrong, and now have a moral inability
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to act other than according to what my conscience tells me."
As if to summarize such a revealing speech, Strether concludes
the novel with the words, "Then there we are!"(365).

Many critics seek to explain The Ambassadors, and most

focus their interpretations on the last two books of the novel,
specifically Strether's renunciation of Hurope and denial of
Miss Gostrey's love. None, however, consider Strether's return
to the true Puritanism of Jonathan Edwards. The following is

a brief summary of some of the more typical interpretafions

of the ending of the novel.

One popular area of critical study is the theme of the
novel as displayed in the last book. Dorothea Krook discusses
the common idea that the novel's theme is that although one
may always learn, for some it may be too late to act upon
his new found knowledge.55 But she recognizes Strether's
enlargening self-awareness, and says that the "too'late" theme
is "virtually annhilated by the redeeming power of the con-

n S4

sciousness. Wegelin does not consider the "too late" theme,

but believes that Strether's "story amounts to a moral recon-
sideration of civilization."55 Andreas also considers the
international theme of the novel, as follows:
The Ambassadors is not a story of a provineial
American receiving a Parisian education late in
life but a study of any man at any time and in

any place feeling his way through a delicate
situation which is morally unfamiliar to him. 56
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Andreas' statement concerns not only the novel's theme
but also the question of what Strether learned by the final
books. Thomas Bontly says that by his trial and error effort
to learn European rules of conduct and by his final rejection
of both that and his previcous Woollett patterns of behavior,

57

he has becdome his own man.

He has reaffirmed, at least, for himself if for no-
one else, the rightness of his own approach to
life. Vision, freedom, and a new-found ability

to love--these are Strether's recompense for the
sacrifices he has made. The sucess of the novel
rests with James' ability to persuade us that it
has been an adventageous exchange. 58

Joan Bennett makes much the same point, summing up what Strether
has learned: that life is not something to be protected from,
as Woollett wishes to do for Chad, but something to enjoy.59
Joseph Warren Beach compares Strether's education in Zurope
against what he knew in America, where, "He has never found
intelligence made sociable."60

In America, instead, Strether found women like Mrs. Newsome,
of whom Andreas believes his opinion changes by the end of

o1 "He sees Mrs. Newsome now for the shallow and

the novel.
inadequatly civilized moralist she is, and his newly won, con-
scious mental grasp on essential values is more precious to
him than anything Mrs. Newsome could have given him."62

The women Strether meets in Europe are of a different
type, and even though both Miss Gostrey and Madame de Vionnet
are both good women, wtrether must reject them. Bontly dis-

cusses his interpretaions of why Strether gives up both
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women, and says that, " . . . his reasons seem--given his
love for Madame de Vionnet--clear enough. #e has too high
a regard for lMaria, and for his own dearly won intergrity,
to use this all-too-willing woman for a consolaticn prize,"65
F.O0. Mattiessen agrees with Bontly that Strether is in love
with Madame de Vionnet, in spite of James' explanation in the
"Preface" that he is not, and in spite of her abominable sale
of Jeanne for Chad, which sickens Strether.Z*F.W. Dupee does
not mention the possibility of Strether's love for Madame de
Vionnet, but does imply, at least, that Strether does not love
Miss Gostrey. Neither does he renounce her; however, "he is
only conceding frankly to the actualities of his mind, heart,
and time of life."65

These critical views are representative of the range of
scholarly opinion. The question of Strether's Puritanism
is also raised, and because the term puritan is used in so
many general and loosely defined ways, these critic's opinions
will be examined in the following chapter. ©Strether the blind
"puritan" ambassador and Strether the youthful European prag-
matist are not characters whose morals are worthy of such
close analysis. But Strether the Puritan, the man patterned
in the tradition of Jonathan Edwards, is a character who
demands a place among the greatest characters of introspection

and moral growth in literature.



CHAPTER V

THE AMBASSADOR BECOMES A
PURITAN MAN

Strether started out his ambassadorship doing his duty
to his native country, in this case embodied by Mrs Newsome,
but soon became less certain of what his mission actually
should be. His confusion came from two main causes: his
enjoyment of the leisure he had in Iaris, of which he knew
Mrs. Newsome would disapprove, and his discovery that Ch=ad,
whom he had come out to rescue from a life of Farisian degen-
eracy, was doing well in Europe. These two factors are both
present at an early point in the novel, and although he has
much more to learn about the Farisians he enjoys and about
Chad's true nature, both are influential in his relinquishing
his ambassadorship staying in Paris much longer than expected,
or approved of, by Woollett, and vowing to save not Chad, but
Madame de Vionnet.

Strether's enjoyment of Faris and liking of Chad, however,
are not sufficient reasons for an aging gentleman to give up
a future with a well-to-do woman, to give up financial security
and social position, to give up family and friends, to give up
his old familiar way of life and his o0ld familiar way of
thought. But this is precisely what Lambert Strether does. He
has given up an old way of thought, the familiar, rule-clad
rule of thumb morality of Woollett, and replaced it with some-

thing else. He does not betray Woollett by replacing it with



117

the pragmatic amorality of his new European friends. He
replaces the moral code of Woollett with the town's past
heritage; the heritage which, before the corruption altered
it almost beyond recognition, Jonathan Edwards tried to
teach his followers.
Edwards tried to instill Calvinism, as he believed it
was originally intended, into his followers, and he worked
at that effort until his death. His people were beginning
to stray away from the old ways, being lured by more modern,
less rigorous, religions. Edwards knew that he must fight back
against such religions as Arminianism, as well as the new
scientific and philosophic writings of Newton and Locke.67
As was presented in chapter 1, Locke was a great influence
upon Edwards, who adopted the Englishman's methods of argument
and philosophical stance almost entirely. The main exception,
of course, was Edwards' extension of Locke's five-sense em-
piricism to include a sixth sense--that by which we know God.
Perry Miller says that Edwards knew Calvinism weuld need to
be restated and revived if it were to survive in this mech-
anistic cosmos.68
Edwards did restate Calvinsism in many essays and sermons,
including his essay on free will. He also revived Calvinism,
for a time, through the Great Awakening, in which public con-

versions were a common place. The restating and revival re-

called for a time the "i . . inward analysis of spiritual
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The Woollett system of judgment while on the surface appearing
to be based on a specific set of reasonable rules, must have
core to seem blindly arbitrary to Strether, who eventually
learns to use his conscience as a standard of judgment. IHe
judges Chad as immoral but takes no action against him other
than a strong urging that he not leave liadame de Vionnet.

The only person he judges, and acts upon the Jjudgment of, is
himself.

Edwards would have been proud of Strether, who not only
realized all that the minister taught, but underwent, in a
sense, a Great Awakening of his own. His conversion was public;
it occured in view of all his friends, both in Woollett and
Paris. Miss Barrace makes light of the fact thet they, the
Parisians,are waiting to see what he will do next, as though
his life were a tneatrical performance. He makes no secret of
his conversion, even under the harsh and persecuting eye of
Sarah Focock, a Woollett crusader, who has come to claim
Strether back to the fold of New England Protestants. But he
will not go; his conversion is complete; his Awakening is
made public; he will never be anything but a true turitan
man again.

In contrast to the specific usage of the term puritan in
this thesis, many critics use the term loosely, without any
clear meaning, often~to express something negative. The term

is usually enveloped by the critics to designate the rigid,
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unbending moral codes embodied by Mrs. Newsome. In turn,
the inaccurate meaning also blankets Woollett, New England,
and Strether's entire background and society, The popular
critical view of the novel is that Strether, a "Puritan" in
his thinking, goes to Europe, meets people of a less rigid
and judgmental nature, and due to his capacity for imagination
and love of knowledge, is converted to all that is good in
Europe. But as has been demonstrated, Strether accepts neither
the so-called Puritanism of Woollett nor the lack of moral code
of the Europeans, but true Furitanism, as Jonathan cdwards
intended it to Dbe.

The following are some examples of the term puritan as
it is used incorrectly or carelessly by critics. Most of these
examples combine the misuse of the term with the error of
assuming that Strether rejects his past in Woollett and accepts
all he finds in Europe.

Strether is referred to as "Strether the Furitan" in Bontly's
account of the scene in which Strether is deciding to visit

70

Madame de Vionnet after his trip to the country. It is true
that Strether thinks it appropriate that he feel that "somebody
was paying something somewhere," but Bontly's assumption that
"Woollett, then, has its last word" is incorrect.71 If he

were still ruled by Woollett, he would never have consented to

see Madame de Vionnet. Ie does consent to see her, however,
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after determining, by consulting his conscience, that lMadame
de Vionnet is a good woman, even though she is an adulteress.
Bontly's reference to Strether as a Furitan is meant to show
his as being judgmental and rigid; instead, this scene dem-
onstrates a major breakthrough in the development of his
Puritan conscience.

Elizabeth Stevenson writes in the same vein when, in
reference to the theme of contrast between Europe and America,
she says that Strether exchanged "Puritanism for a sense of
joye Here, once again, is the implicatic~ of Furitanism
being all things negative. Further, concerning the European-
American contrast, Joan Bennett writes of Strether's reaction
to Miss Gostrey's: home, which she refers to as "the puritan
conscience wincing at the pagan richness of Miss Gostrey's
taste." The implication, of course, is that a puritan, K what-
ever her use of the term may mean, cannot enjoy rich furnishings
and art collecticns.

Mildred Harstock is another who links Puritanism with
Strether's past, although she does recognize that he makes
an intellectual and moral break with Woollett and Paris.’—
"His decision to go back to Woollett is a total and uncom-
primising repudiation of Furitanism and safe harbous and moral
formulas.”75 She further expresses the same idea here: '"He
cuts loose not merely from Furitan Woollett, but also from the
human propensity to live by unexamined codes or by unexamined

codelessness."76
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Another use of the term puritan is found in reference to
how one should read James. For example, Judith Chernaik
warns that "we should be wary of reading a bleak Puritanism"

intc another James novel, The Golden Bowl.77 Although she

is not referring to The Ambassadors, the fact that she mod-

ifies the term puritan with the word "bleak" suggests that
she, too, considers Puritanism as negative.

Christoph K. Lohmann makes one of the most intelligent
references to Puritanism when he uses the term to define one

78

tenant of the religion. In his explanation of the incongruity
between the initial lavish, sensual description of lMadame de
Vionnet's apartment, and the words used by Strether to describe
it, such as "respectibility," the term puritan is mentioned.
"It suggests . . . the Puritan tradition of nis heritage, in
wnich worldly accomplishment was deemed tc be an important in-
dication of a virtuous life that pleased the Lord."79

Any discussion of the diverse meanings of the term puritan
leads one inescapably into a discussion o6f Btrether's moral
nature, which is more often than not characterised as "puritan"
by the critics. ©Some refer to his woollett heritage, which
gives Strether, according to Bontly, a "Furitanical point of

n80

view. Or they may contrast Woollett and Faris, quite in-

telligently, as in this passage from Lohmann:
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Again and again, James stresses that it is primaril;
knowledge that distinguished Faris from Woollett,
knowledge not only of facts (such as the real nature
of the attachment) but knowledge in the sense of
insight, understanding, wisdom, experience. 81

But many critics discuss Strether's moral view apart from his

Woollett background, and these warrant some discussion, as

well.
Susanne bLngstrom, in her discussion of Strether's morality,

gives him a great deal of credit for being an individual,

not merely a product of either Woollett or Parisian society.82

She explains,

Throughout the novel he is pursued by moral scruples,
which are dictated partly by his fear of enjoyment,
partly by his sense of duty. Gradually heé is re-
leased from his qualms about enjoying himself in
Paris, but still he retains the scruples dictated

by his sense of duty, and this we are undoubtedly
meant to respect. He has a never-failing sense of
the complex subtleties of right and wrong, which
contrast favourably with the unjust suspicions

they entertain about him in wWoollett. 83

Richard P. Blackmur also views Strether, as a morzl man,

in a favorable light.B4

He uses the phrase "conscience out

of conscicusness,”" to describe the proccess of Strether's moral
growth as it arises from his acceptance of new information.85
It is interesting to note that most critics do accept Strether
as a moral man when he reaches the end of his stay in Paris,
but most begin by tracing his development from the same point,
the den of negativism known as Puritanism. Mildred Harstock
traces his development and asserts that "Strether is not the

complete moral man until after the encocunter at the river."86
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Bontly focuses on the final point of the arrival: ©Strether's
attempt to make Chad commit himself to Madame de Vionnet.8’7
He refers to the attempt to make Chad commit himself to Madame
de Vionnet as GStrether's "one decisive act--his one effort
to influence the course of events in accordance with his own
moral convictions--is an act which Woollett could consider
nothing short of monstrous and criminal."88

Allen F. Stein also discusses the point in Strether's
moral development in which he faces the truth about Chad and

89

Madame de Vionnet. Stein sees the whole novel as a gquest
ritual, and Strether's gquest for an"improved conception of his

identity as culminating in tae final books.S?

s « o 1in the process of niaking a moral evaluation
of Chad and Madame de Vionnet' behavior in using
him, he must inevitably come to judge himself . . .
and thereby achieve the self awareness which is
the prerequiste for attaining the healthy sense of
identity towards which, all unawares, he has
really been striving. 90
Stein shows how factors from Strether's Woollett past and
his Zuropean present combine to help shape the moral man he
will become, though he will renounce both contributors.quohmann
also shows Strether's recognition of truths in Europe and
their impact upon him in terms of his background.92 He, however,

shows that the recognition, while in the end beneficial to

Streher's development, is nonetheless very painful.



Everything in the novel, then, moves toward th clim-
actic revelation that art, beauty, manners, morality,
human relationships, in short, that the constiuent
elements of civilization are inseparably inter-
twined with sexuality, even guilt, since the rela=-
tionship here is evidentally adulterous. For
Stretaoer, whose highest ideals--"respectability"

and "private honour"--have always been defined in
terms of sexual purity, this revelation is extra-
ordinarily painful. 93

Lohmann seems to forget, however, that Strether does not see
Madame de Vionnet as guilty,for adultery, but instead sees

Chad as guilty for his infidelity. Painful as the realization
was for Strether, the discovery of sexual impropriety is not
what disturbs him the most, as it would have early in the novel,
when those ideals, which Lohmann describes as being dearest

to Strether, still are strong in him. When he makes the dis-
covery about Chad and ladame de Vionnet, however, his ideals
seem to have shifted, or at least been qualified. His desire
for respectability no longer implies outward virtue, but self-
respect. ©5elf respect is what Strether gaimns by not being
intimidated by Sarah Focock, and what he hopes Madame de Vionnet
will be able to retain, no matter what Chad does to her. He
"saves" Madame de Vionnet--not her life, but her self respect.
He also "saves" himself.

In contrast to the view that Strether accepts Madame de
Vionnet's sexualtiy, and the sexuality which is part of civil-
ization, is this comment by Maxwell Geismar.94 He believes
that Henry James thought that passion was not only destructive,
but "cheap" and "vulgar."95 Therefore, James, the author
found it necessary to punish Madame de Vionnet, through her

breakdown in Book XII, because she was a sexual creature.
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Dorothea Krook's argument vastly differs from Geismar's
in that she cites passion as a prime source of good in James'
novel.96 She believes that James meant to demonstrate, not

only in The Ambassadors, but in The FPortrait of a Lady , "The

Beast in the Jungle," and in other works, that,

« « « passion, with all its dangers, is the sacred

fount of all creative endeavor, and that to deny

or sacrifice it in the name of any kind of ideal

however noble, is a delusion which only succeeds

in defeating the noble end for which the denial

or sacrifice was made. 97

Some critics write about the morality of the novel in a
more general way. It was widely accepted for a time that James
was an amoral writer because he presented characters who
clearly behaved in amoral or immoral ways, yet made no moral
judgments of these character. This view, incidentally, is
quite a contrast to Maxwell Geismar's view presented above.
Typical of the school of thought which characterizes James
as amoral is Yvor Winters' statement that since Jdames' plots
are about morality, he should judge his character, specifically
Chad and Madame de Vionnet. Winters finds the novel unsat-
isfactory because James makes no such judgment. 28
Judith Chernaik addresses the issue and suggests that

although the "treatment of moral doctrine, as of intelligence,
as a function of character dernied the possibility of fixed

rules of conduct," it "therefore suggests an uncommitted moral

relativism."?g She does find, however, a concrete moral stance
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in James' works. ©She argues that people are moved by "some

inner principle."qoo

Such a notion is extremely similar to
the Puritan principle of being guided by one's own conscience,
as opposed to an outside set of rules based on appearances.
Chernaik's suggestion takes the view of Strether as a moral
man one step further.than the other critics. True, Strether
is on a quest to find his identity; true, his imagination and
desire for knowledge do separate him from the typical represent-
ative of Woollett; true, he is a bit naive and does find the
truth about the attachment hard to accept; true; he is a bit of
a New England "prude" when he first arrives in Paris, but
gradually becomes more accepting under the influence of his
European friends; true, he does tend to reject his Woollett rules
of thumb and rerlace them with mcre pragmaticcattitudes. But
he does not stop there. He uses "is newly discovered identity,
self respect, and above all, free will, to create a third and
totally independent moral view. Iie returns to the old order,
not as a reactionary or as an aging man who longs for the "good
ol' days," for the ways to which Strehter turns were long be-
fore his time, and no longer exist in the memories of anyone
at home in Woollett. He returns to the mid 1700's, to the days
of Jonathan Edwards, and seems to hear the great minister say,
"Use your God-given free will to the best of your ability."
And Strether responds wisely, "I can't do anything else."
Lambert Strether the ambassador grows and changes axi:_emerges
at the end with the moral capabilities which make him worthy of

the name Puritan, and worthy of the heritage of Jonathazn Edwards.
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