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A German prisoner of war camp was established at Lake Wabaun-
see, approximately five miles west of Eskridge, Kansas, during UWorld
War II. Early in the war POWs had been interned in Kansas at tuwo
large base camps near Salina and Concordia. Kansans were initially
afraid of the POWs, but they gradually realized that maost of the Ger-
mans were not dangerous. Americans found that POWs were good workers,
and that their use could help solve the labor shortage created by
the war.

The labor shortage was especially acute in rural areas of Kansas
such as Wabaunsee County. Wabaunsee County farmers used several dif-
ferent methods to cope with labor shortages, but none had the desired
results. Howard C. Myers, UWabaunsee County Agent, and local farmers
believed that a prisoner of war camp in the county was the only real
solution to the labor shortage.

Farmers faced several obstacles before a prisoner of war camp

was established at Lake Wabaunsee. Eskridge City commissioners initial-



ly denied the farmers permission to lease Lake Wabaunsee on financial
grounds. Local citizens opposed the camp, and some of them felt that
the POWs posed a threat to their safety. Myers and the farmers perse-
vered and overcame all of the obstacles.

POWs had many Jjobs while interned at Lake Wabaunsee. They
worked at a wide variety of agricultural tasks, and use was made
of their skills in crafts such as masonry, carpentry, and painting.
POWs also worked at the Army Ordnance Shop at Topeka.

Although many UWabaunsee County farmers were initially suspicious
of German POWs, friendly relations often developed between POWs and
farmers. Farmers were pleased by the POWs' appealing personalities
and diligent work habits. Many area farmers were of German descent,
and these farmers developed especially close relationships with POUs.

Friendships between Americans and POWs often continued after
the war. Attitudes of many POWs toward the United States was influ-
enced by their experiences on Kansas farms. Not only have POWs cor-
responded with Kansans for over 40 years, but several have crossed

the Atlantic to renew old ties.
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CHAPTER I:

TRANSPORT OF POWS TO KANSAS

He was an American soldier who had fought the bitter enemy,
Nazi Germany, in the blistering heat of North Africa, leaving behind
many fallen comrades. Eventually he received a furlough and went to
visit his beloved sister in Eskridge, Kansas. During the visit he am-
bled to one of her windows, peered outside, and saw German soldiers
working peacefully in the garden. At first he was stunned with dishe-
lief that German prisoners of war were working in America. He later
wondered, as did many other Americans, why German prisoners of war
ended up spending World War ITI in comparative safety and luxury while
American GIs were fighting and dying all over the glcxbe.,I There were
a numher of reasons why German POWs were interned in America and
specifically why they were housed near Eskridge, Kansas.

One of the dilemmas that faced the Allies during UWorld War II
was what should be done with captured German soldiers. UOriginally
they were shipped to Great Britain. It was a small country, however,
and could not absorb all of the POWs. The Allies decided to send
some of them to Canada and the United States.2

It was sensible to send the POWs across the Atlantic for the
duratien of the war. Canada and America had more space to intern
large numbers of prisoners. The American government sent ships loaded
with troops and supplies east to Europe. These ships were empty on
the return trip west to the United States, and so it made sense to
fill them with POWs on the return trip to America. POWs were less
of a security risk in North America. Where would a POW go if he

1



did escape? German POWs were at least 3000 miles from home, and
few, if any Americans were sympathetic to the Nazi cause.3

Many German soldiers felt frustrated at their capture. Klaus
Majer recalled that he and Georg Stanglmeir were nineteen year old
German troops serving under Field Marshall Erwin Rommel in the "Hell
on UWheels" Panzer Division when they were taken on May 9, 1943,
The Americans rounded up Majer and Stanglmeir, along with many others,
at Porto Farina in Tunisia, North Africa. Majer remembered that he
knew it was the end because the Germans had run out of gas and am-
munition, and that they could neither move nor shcmt.L+

POWs did not know what to expect from their American captors.
Gustav K-u‘lmel recalled that the Nazis had given the Germans a bad
impression of Americans, which made him apprehensive about how he
would be treated. Hermann Dorn, however, claimed that the Germans
had never really considered Americans as the enemy. For the first
three months after they were captured, Klaus Majer recalled they had
many doubts about whether the Americans were humane people.5

They were taken to Camp Chanzy on the Sahara Desert, uwhere
they had almost no food to eat or tents to protect them from the ele-
ments. Majer remembered that the POWs were transported in freight
cars that were closed during the day when it was hot inside, but
ppened at night when it was cold. Gustav Kolmel recollected that he,
too, was taken prisgner by the Americans on May 9th, but in his case
the Americans turned that group of prisgners over to the French, who
in turn transferred them to the British. By June, 1943, the Americans
once again had control over Kuolmel and his group of pI’iSDnEI‘S.E

One of the most memorahle events in the captives' experience

as POWs was their transport from their place of capture to Kansas.



Klaus Majer recalled that he was shipped from Oran, Algeria, aon the
Duchess of Bedford to Liverpool, England. At Liverpool Majer and

other POWs were put on ancther ship, the Edmond R. Alexander, for

the voyage to New York City. Ernst Kunzel had a somewhat different
experience. He, too, was shipped from Oran to Liverpool, but his
group of POWs were put on a train to Birmingham. There they were
put back on a train to Liverpcol. This time he left Liverpool either

on the Q(Queen Mary or (Queen Elizabeth for America. Once at New VYork

prisoners were put on trains headed for America's hinterlands. Willie
Dresing remembered that three POWs were placed in a seat for tmo.7

Once the POWs reached American soil, Americans and Germans
had to face thelir fears and prejudices about one another. For many
POWs their first camp was Concordia. Security was a high priority
at Concordia, and barbed wire, double fences, watch towers, guarded
gates and daily roll calls were used to discourage escapes. Franz Schie-
der recalled that the gquards at OConcordia feared the POWs because
they thought all POWs were Nazis and "kinderfresser mit doppettem
gebiB" (childeaters with two set of teeth).B

The POWs also had mixed emotions about their American captors
and heing prisoners. Although they were loyal to "the Fatherland,"

many were glad to be out of the war. According to the Alma Enterprise,

"The brighter side for enemy soldiers is to be taken as war prisoners.
The war and its horrors are over for them. They are not too unhappy
aof their plight. They have food, shelter, and comparative safety."
Ope POW said that his father had told him to surrender to the Allies
if he ever had the opportunity. Some POWs sald that being a prisoner
of war in America was certainly more pleasant than being shot at on

the Russian Front .9



The POWs discovered that life as a prisoner in America could
be a pleasurable experience, often because they had some control over
their own lives. Ernst Kunzel remembered that camp cooking was good
because the Americans provided plenty of food and allowed POUWs to
cook for themselves. Klaus Majer commented that the cooks seemed
to be able to get any kind of food they asked for. Housing at Corcordia
was good, even though POWs had only cots fa ‘sleep on. POWs made
their dormitories more pleasant through their own initiative.’ID

The guards and prisgners became more friendly toward each other
until an unfortunate incident occurred. According to the POWs, they
had been allowed to play soccer at the camp, and could retrieve the
ball when it was kicked ogutside the security perimeter. One day during
a soccer game, however, a POW went to retrieve a ball outside the
"security line" and an American guard shaot him in the head and killed
him. Relations between guards and POWs became more formal at Con-
cordia after that incident.ﬂ

POWs had warmer relations with Americans when they were trans-
ported from Corcordia to smaller prisan camps around the state. Lieut.
Col. L. H. Shafer, commanding officer of the Fort Riley camp, said
the official attitude was "Half way between 'kill 'em or kiss 'em.'
We should do neither . . . but treat them justly, bearing in mind
they are still our enemies." Security was looser at Fort Riley than
at Concordia. However, prisoners were highly gquarded even at Faort
Riley. Klaus Majer remembered that one American guard accompanied
every three POWs when they left the camp to do farm work. Being
guarded at Fort Riley was not really all that bad. According to Hermann
Dorn, once the guards realized that POWs were friendly and hard waork-

ing men, relationships between them became open and Cordial.12



Ancther reason for improved relations between POWs and Americans
at branch camps was that American officials had screened the POUWs
into different groups, depending on their degree of sympathy with
National Socialism. 0Only those who were considered to be no threat
to the safety and well being of civilians were sent out to branch camps

such as Lake hJaubaunsee.B



CHAPTER II:

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PRISONER OF WAR CAMP AT LAKE WABAUNSEE

A severe labor shortage in American industry and agriculture
was among the consequences of World War II. Kansas farmers were es-
pecially desperate for labor with many young men in the military and
the exodus from the country to defense industries. 0One reason for
the acute problem was that more farm work was done manually in the
1940s than it is now, and consequently a larger labor force was needed
than when agriculture became more mechanized.

Over 7000 Axis POWs were interned in Kansas during World UWar
II. They were first confined largely in two camps near Concordia and
Salina. As Kansans gradually realized the POWs posed little threat
and labor became increasingly scarce, farmers came to regard POUWs
as a large and valuable source of labor. Farm communities proposed
that POW camps bhe located close by to make lahor readily available.
This was true in Wabaunsee County. Many methods were used to allievi-
ate the labor shortage.

First of all, the Wabaunsee County Extension BService organized
a farm labor committee that consisted of four members and the county
agent. The committee selected a farm labor chairman for each township.
The farm labor committee and township leaders took a survey that
revealed that there was indeed a severe shortage of farm laDDI'.IIL‘

Secaond, the labor committee urged civilians who hadn't tradi-
tionally worked in agriculture to gravitate to the fields. The farm
labor committee encouraged women and high school students to sign
up on farm labor lists. Male students of 5t. Mary's College gave of

their time also. The committee insisted that if an individual had only



an hour or two to spare, even that small segment of time could be
beneficial to the war effort. Third, farmers worked cooperatively to
harvest crops and fill sj_lns.15

The establishment of a German prisoner of war camp promised
to bring relief to labor-starved UWabaunsee County. In 1943 a prisoner
camp was established at Camp Fremont, the abandoned Civilian Conser-
vation Corps (CCC) camp east of Council Grove which housed 400 men.
The prisoners at Camp Fremont were available to farmers in Wabaunsee,
Morris, Chase and Lyon DDUI"I‘tiES.16

On August 26, 1943, a meeting was held in the Eskridge City Park
to discuss and explain the wuse of war prisoners. By September 2,
1943, eight German prisoners of war from Camp Fremont, watched by

two guards, helped to put up silage at the Clyde Penrice farm. The

Eskridge Independent reported that: "Mr. Penrice was well staisfied

with their first day's work. These young Germans . . . of the Afrika
Corps were willing workers and quick to catch on to what was de-
sired."17

Although the German prisoner laborers, with their gqualities of
hard work and intelligence, worked out well, relatively few farmers
used prisoners from Camp Fremont. The 35 farmers who did use prisoner
labor were large operators. Maost farmers could not afford the drive
to Council Grove to pick up and return laborers. Wabaunsee County
farmers desired a closer prisocner of war camp, preferably in Wabaunsee
County. A special meeting to discuss POW labor was held on a Friday
evening of September 24th at 8:30 PM at the courthouse in Alma. New
conditions were established under which these men could be employed
for agricultural purposes.1

Howard C. Myers, Wabaunsee County Extension Agent, took steps



to establish a prisoner of war camp in Wabaunsee in early 1944, He
attended a labor meeting in Topeka on February 19 of that year. Myers
conducted a survey to determine how many Wabaunsee County farmers
would use POW labor. By March, 20 farmers had indicated their inten-
tion of using POW Ilabor. Farmers planned to use POWs to fix fence
and cut hedge and brush. Myers encouraged other farmers who would
want additional labor in the summer and fall to contact him, and he
reassured farmers that an indication of a desire to use POW Ilabor
af that time would not compel them to use it later. Also the county
commissioners had agreed to use prisoners to repair bridges. Myers
hoped to have the camp established by May 1.19

By March 1944, Myers announced the working conditions that
had been drawn up for POW labor: "40¢ per hour for the time the
man actually works on the farm. Farmers will be expected to furnish
the noon meal and provide transportation. A credit of 21¢ for the
noon meal will be allowed. Transportation costs will be credited with
a refund of 5¢ per mile up to a maximum of 60 miles per lmad."ZD

Once a sufficient demand for POW labor had been established,
the next question that arose was where the camp should be located.
The ideal location for a prisoner of war camp in UWabaunsee County
was thought to be at Lake Wabaunsee, located approximately five miles
west of Eskridge. The City of Eskridge owned Lake UWabaunsee. During
the 1930s a National Youth Administration (NYA) camp was established
at Lake Wabaunsee; it had barracks, a dormitory, and a mess hall.
Although abandoned by the NYA, the camp was used in the early days
of World War ITI as a place of rest and relaxation for the US Army.
Army officers inspected the former NYA camp at Lake UWabaunsee in

April, 1944 for use as a POW camp. "They were very impressed with



it and fell in love with the location. They rated it the second most
suitable location in the 5tate."21

The Eskridge City Council proved to be a stumbling block to
a prisoner of war camp at Lake Wabaunsee. A request had been made
by March 23rd to use the lake for a prisoner of war camp, but the
Eskridge City Council declined to make a decisiun.22

A City Council meeting was held in March, 1944, to discuss
whether a prisoner of war camp should be established. Both those
for and those against the camp were invited to attend, but only Frank
G. Blecha, State Labor Supervisor, and Howard C. Myers, UWabaunsee
Cournty Agent, were present. Blecha told the group that Wabaunsee County
could have a camp for 100 German war prisoners established in its
boundary by the summer of 19%.23

Blecha assured councilmen that the POWs he would send to Wabaun-
see County were good men. He said that men who worked on Kansas
farms were carefully selected by the Army out of the 7000 German
POWs in Kansas. POWs desired to work because it became tedious to
git inside a barbed wire fence day after day, Blecha told councilmen.
A prisoner, Blecha emphasized, was used under strict rules: "He must
not be abused or overworked. He 1s entitled to his rest period. He
must be fed the same kind of meal as the rest of the family and other
employed men are fed. He must not be pampered. Nor is it permissable
to discuss the war or political topics with him. The prisoners are
not to be used in competition with free labor, and if a man asks a
farmer employing the prisoners for a job, he must be given one also.”
Myers and Blecha told city council members that a prisoner of war
camp at Lake Wabaunsee would contribute to the war effort. Farmers

filled a vital role in fighting the war by producing crops that fed
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Lyl
and clothed both soldiers and |:i\/]'_'Lians.(‘L+

The Eskridge City Council waited a week to vote on whether
to allow a prisoner of war camp to be established at Lake Wabaunsee.
A motion was made and seconded, at a city council meeting on April
3, that the City of Eskridge permit a camp at Lake UWabaunsee. 0On
a roll call the vote was: Carl Harrold, "No"; E. A. Peterson, "Yes";
Stanley, "No"; C. C. Meeker, "No"; Lucky, "Yes"; and so the motion
lost 3-2.25

There were two reasons for the council's refusal. First the City
of Eskridge, which had always ocwned Lake UWabaunsee, wanted the
lake to be self supporting at the least, or even to make a profit.
If a prisoner of war camp was established, people might be unwilling
or unable to use the camp for recreaticnal purposes. Then the citizens
of Eskridge would have toc pay for the lake because no revenue would
be generated. Second, the prospect of a large number of the enemy
living at Lake UWabaunsee evoked negative community reaction. Some
people thought that the men would attempt to escape, especially in
the wooded areas arocund Alma. The Eskridge City Council members
may have been especially prone to vetoc the German prisocner of war
camp because all but one member had fought against Germany in World
War 1.26

The Eskridge City Council claimed that there was not enough
demand for prisoner labor to justify restricting lake usage. The city
council reassured farmers that a camp might be established along the
Kaw River Valley near Wamego. Alma had also been considered as a
possible location for a prisaoner of war camp. The problem of a camp

at Wamego was that, like Camp Fremont at Council Grove, it was a

. 2
long distance for a farmer to drive to get laborers. v
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On April 15th the council had met with a group of farmers at
the request of C. H. Houseworth and Win Stratton. Farmers whao urged
the council to change their minds at this meeting were: Merle Converse,
Jim MecKnight, Win Stratton, Glen Schwarting, Jim Thompson, and Frank-
lin Van Petten. Dr. G. M. Umberger of Kansas State College also was
present. The farmers spoke in favor of establishing the camp because
they believed that there was going to be an acute labor shortage,
especially during the harvest season in Jduly. The farmers pointed
out that even their spring work hadn't been completed because of labor
shortages, and many farmers were unwilling to plant crops if they
couldn't be harvested. The farmers insisted that producing crops was
essential to victory. Myers suggested that 100 men would not be enough
to meet the demand for labor, especially at silo filling time. He stated
that 60 men would be put to work immediately in Wabaunsee Caunty.ZB

Three Eskridge City Council members, C. C. Meeker, E. A. Peter-
son, and Carl Harrold, made a written request to Ivan D. Conrad,
Mayor of the City of Eskridge, to call a special meeting of the Esk-
ridge City Council. The meeting, scheduled at 10:30 AM, April 21,
1944, was to be held "for the purpose of reconsidering the granting
of permission of the farmers of Wabaunsee County to establish a camp
for German Prisaners of War at Lake Wabaunsee during the summer
and fall of 1544 to provide and make available labor for their use.”
The council members wanted to make sure that the action taken at
the April 21st meeting would be 1legal and binding, the same as if
the action had been taken at a regular meetirlg.z9

On April 21, 1944, the Eskridge City Council finally approved
a camp to house 100 German prisoners of war at Lake Wabaunsee and

agreed to lease the part of the grounds with the buildings. This spe-
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cial session was held at the Harrold Produce Co. office in Eskridge.
Mayor Conrad served as chairman of the meeting. Councilmen Peterson,
Stanley, Harrold, Meeker, and Lucky were all present. The council
members drafted a resolution permitting the establishment of the camp,
and then voted by a show of hands to adopt the resolutinn.jm

Perhaps the reversal by the council was less from concern for
the farmers' plight than a guarantee that a prisoner of war camp
at Lake UWabaunsee would not lose the City of Eskridge money. The
farmers and councilmen agreed to charge farmers using the priscners
an additional rental fee of 2¢ per man hour. The couﬁcﬂ's opposition
to spend taxpayers' money on the camp was spelled out in the official
agreement:

WHEREAS: It is apparent that there will be an
acute shortage of farm labor in Wabaunsee County during
the coming crop season, and many farmers will npot be
Justified in planning an extensive program nor able to
execute such a program as they are capable unless a suffi-
cient amount of extra labor is made available,

BE IT RESOLVED

That the City of Eskridge Governing Body consents
to the establishment aof, and the leasing of certain build-
ings of Lake Wabaunsee, owned by the City of Eskridge,
to the Wabaunsee County Farm Labor Committee for the
purpose of maintaining a seasagnal camp for German Prisaon-
ers of War to alleviate the farm labor shortage in this
section of the State of Kansas. That the camp be maintained
and operated under the joint supervision of the Committee
and the United States Army, without expense to the city
for additional improvements, alterations, repairs or main-
tenance. That all boundaries and buildings used and alter-
ations be subject to approval of the City Council of Esk-
ridge in grder that the rights of the public and property
owners at Lake Wabaunsee be fully protected according
to the obligation of the City of Eskridge.

The prisoners were to arrive around May 2Dth.31

In late April and early May, definite plans were laid concerning
farm labor in UWabaunsee and surrounding counties. At a meeting of

the Wamego Lions Club, local farmers decided not to establish a sub-



13

sidiary camp at UWamego. A May 3rd meeting was held to organize
the County Farm Labor Committee and the following officers were
elected: President, M. W. Converse; Vice President, A. W. Steuwe;
and Secretary-Treasurer, Howard C. Myers. The other members of
the committee were Albert Kaine, Wamego; Raymond Morton, Wamego;
Dr. G. M. Umberger, Harveyville; and Leo Leonard, Alma. The com-
mittee voted to have a member of the Eskridge City Council on the
labor committee. The council accepted this invitation and Carl Harrold
was voted as the member to represent the city council.32

The committee paid the government around $800 to guarantee
that the prisoners of war would be worked, and to cover the cost
of preparing the camp for the POWs. The money was refunded to the
committee when the amount was paid to the government in wages.
As the committee was responsible for payment of wages to the govern-
ment, it was decided to have the farmers pay for the work in ad-
vance. The wage rate for general farm work was set at 37¢ an hour.
It had originally hbeen decided to charge 35¢ an hour, but 2¢ an hour
was added to pay for the rental at Lake UWabaunsee. Myers announced
after the May 4th meeting that prisoner labor would be available
by May ZDth.:‘53

The Wabaunsee County Farm Labor Committee faced other obstacles
after the Eskridge City Council. Despite Myers' assurances that farm-
ers would be able to obtain prisoner labor from Lake Wabaunsee by
May 20th, the establishment of a camp at all was seen as doubtful
as late as June 15th. The major problem that confronted the committee
was that the Army was unwilling to invest the capital necessary to

convert the old NYA camp into a POW camp. Another difficulty was

dealing with all the rumors about the camp. One story was that all
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enlisted rank POWs were being shipped to Indiana and the whole project
was off. The committee used several methods to combat the pI‘t:lblemS.BL+

First, meetings were held about the use of POW labor. On May
5th a meeting was held in Holton, Kansas, concerning the labor program.
E. Stratton, Ralph John, Leo Leonard, Walter Hund, Norman Steuwe,
and Howard C. Myers were among those who attended the meeting.
Later in May the county agent and two representatives of the labor
committee drove to Concordia to further define plans for the camp.35

Second, members of the committee helped to prepare the camp
to meet the specifications of the Army. Some of the committee members,
prospective employers of the POWs, advanced money to cover the costs
of complying with Army specifications. Mrs. Howard C. Myers recalled
that her husband, the county agent, "really hustled" to ready the
camp for the POWs. Myers searched second hand stores for hooks to
hang their c.lmthes. She was dismayed when he ransacked their home
for mirrors to hang at the POU camp.36

Third, the Wabaunsee County Farm Labor Committee formalized
their organization to achieve their goal. The committee was renamed
the Wabaunsee County Grower's Association. The role of the Association
was to act as a go-between of the farmers wanting prisoner of war
labor and the Army. Despite all of the obstacles, the Association per-
severed and a prisoner of war camp was established in the summer
of 194L. The Association completed agreements with the Army in late
June. An advance team of 20 POWs was sent out under the direction
of an Army detail from Fort Riley. They worked for about two weeks
to ready the camp for wse. By July 6th the POWs were laboring outside
of the camp. Eight of them were sent to help build Wabaunsee County

bridges. POWs alsoc began work on farms: eight were taken to the Koenig
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farms of Alma and four to the M. W. Converse farm.37

Another 80 POWs had arrived at Lake Wabaunsee by July 13.

The Eskridge Independent reported that 82 out of 100 POWs were being

put to work. The newspaper thought that 82 would be the average
number of POWs at work, and that at silo filling time demand would
exceed supply. The Independent said that farmers who used POWs were

accomplishing things that couldn't be done Utheruise.38



CHAPTER III:

CAMP LIFE AT LAKE WABAUNSEE

Most of the POWs were pleased with their experiences at the
Lake UWabaunsee camp. The location of the camp made it appealing.
Wabaunsee County is in a scenic area of Kansas, and POWs had a good

view of the lake. The Eskridge Independent reported that: "both the

Army men and prisoners are delighted with the prospect of living
at Lake Wabaunsee this summer."39

The camp had an almost homelike atmosphere. POWs were allowed
to plant flowers and engage in woodworking projects. They decorated
their walls with pictures of German officers and pin-up girls. Ernst
Kil'nzel recalled that sleeping accommodations were much better at Lake
Wabaunsee than they were in the German Army. The camp commander
selected movies for the POWs' viewing. POWs had a piano in the mess
hall. They enjoyed listening to the record player and radio. Klaus
Majer and Georg Stanglmeir 40 years later can still recite jingles and
sing songs such as "You Are My Sunshine" that they learned from the
radic at Lake hJabaunsee.L'E|

POWs enjoyed playing soccer at the camp. George Diehl recalled
that his family often drove over to Lake Wabaunsee to go fishing an
Sunday afternoons. The Diehl family found it hilarious "to see 30 graown
men chasing after ane little ball." Diehl remembered that the only
sports his family knew about were football and baseball. He said that
it was years before the family figured out the POWs were playing
sur:cer.m

POWs had cultural, educational, and religious opportunities at

Lake Wabaunsee. The Fort Riley base camp sent out 20 books for the

16
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POWs at Lake Wabaunsee to read. Many POWs also had their own books.
POWs studied many different subjects at Lake UWabaunsee. The most
popular course was English. Some individuals alsoc studied Hebreuw,
mathematics, and chemistry. A parish priest from Eskridge conducted
religious services for the priscmers.hz

Pets made 1life more enjoyable for POWs. One had a pet rabbit.
Many POWs had dogs who they taught tricks such as rolling over,
playing dead, and at the command, "mach scth" (make yourself pretty)
to sit up and with two paws on each side of the head. After the war
the POWs were compelled to leave their pets I:xehint:I.L+3

One of the dogs was adopted by the George Diehl, Sr., family.
George Diehl, Jr., who was a boy of about 10, was excited at the
prospect of getting a dog who could do many tricks. However, George
was initially disappointed because the dog only responded to commands
in German. Diehl remarked, however, that the dog quickly learned
English when the dog jumped on his mother's couch. Diehl taught his
dog, whom he pamed Terry, to tree sguirrels. Then Terry would chase
the squirrels around the tree to the side where Diehl was so that
he could shoot them.u*

Army qgquards were wusually housed separately from the POUus.
However, Ernst Kunzel lived in the same building as the Americans,
perhaps because he was a cook. The buildings that housed the US
Army personnel and POWs have been put to many uses since the end
of the war. The Army personnel stayed in the old NYA dormitory,
which has been converted into a restaurant and private club known
as the Flint House. Most of the POWs stayed in the old barracks.

These were converted into the Rainbow Dining Hall and Tap Room after

the war, but on April 5, 1947, the old mess hall burned. According
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to Otis Reed, a couple of barracks were also lost in the fire.L'B

These barracks allegedly became quite important to two POWs
who returned to live in the United States after the war. They had
settled in 5t. Louis, but they came back to the camp to recover maoney
they had hidden in one of their barracks. They were quite dismayed
to find the barrack had burned down, along with all of the money
they had CBChEd.hS

Ernst K‘LII'IZE]. praised the camp commander, Thomas Michou, who
he believed aided the successful operation of the camp. Kljl;TZE’_l recalled
that Major Michou told the POWs in an orientation address that he
wanted them to be obedient, and to basically behave as they had 1in
the German Army. He reassured them that if they were obedient, he
would give them no problems. Kunzel reported that the POWs seldom
gave Michou any difficulties at the camp or on work details. Kanel
described Michou as a "wonderful soldier" because he always kept
his promises and treated them as he would American soldiers. No POUW
interned at Lake Wabaunsee ever attempted to escape despite ample
gpportunity. Klaus Majer said they had no desire to escape because
they "had it good" at Lake LﬂabaUﬂSEE.Lﬂ

Lax security measures contributed to the friendly atmosphere
at Lake Wabaunsee. Hermann Dorn said that at Lake UWabaunsee you
could almost forget that you were a prisoner. Even though the camp
was enclosed by a barbed wire fence, the POWs considered the fence
to be only "symbolic." By the time the camp was established at Lake
Wabaunsee, authorities realized that it was unnecessary to guard POUWs
24 hours a day. POWs were wsually sent out on work details without

any guards. However, J. 0. UWarren recalled that guards supervised

the work of POWs at his home. This may have been because they were
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working in Eskridge. The Army may have believed that the FOWs pre-

sented a greater security risk in the city, or appeared to be a security

risk, and therefore assigned guards to them.hB

j»



CHAPTER IV:

RELATIONS BETWEEN POWS AND CIVILIANS

POWs and Wabaunsee County farmers often developed friendly
relations, even though they often had to overcome cultural and language
barriers. The POWs' hard work and personal qualities won over many
Americans. Most POWs were friendly, fun-loving, and kind. J. 0. UWarren
commented that "the POWs were nicer men than the CCC boys; of course
the CCC boys were the scum of the earth." Warren recalled that he
became friendly with one. The POW spoke good English and enjoyed
visiting with Warren because they were both in their thirties. The
POW often discussed his relatives who were political prisoners in Ger-
many.49

Americans were impressed by the POWs' love of children. Joey
Diehl recalled that ance when one of the POWs was eating a sandwich,
he stopped, pulled the meat out, and handed it to one of Diehl's child-
ren to eat. When Roger Schwalm visited Ernst K:l.nzel in Germany after
the war, K;J.nzel joked that he should have a candy bar for Schwalm.
KL;;"IZE]_ had given Schwalm a candy bar every day that he worked an
his father's farm. Despite the neighbors' warnings, Mr. and Mrs.
Roland McKnight trusted their children with several of the POWs. For
example, they sent Helmut Grahl on a pony to pick up their first
grade daughter at a rural school. Mrs. McKnight remembered that aone
POW, Johannes, fraom Austria had a low chuckle that terrified her
six year old daughter, Virginia. She refused to have anything to do
with Johannes. This "really upset him because he really wanted her
to like him." Myrtle Thierer remembered that Alfred enjoyed showing

snapshots of his family. "He was just crazy to see and hold my niece

20
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because he had a child that age." Helmut Grahl's affection for three
year old Lois McKnight was poignant because he believed his own little
boy in Germany was probably dead.SD

Ernst K&hzel repeatedly asked John Schwalm to take him on a
cattle selling trip to Kansas City. Presumably Ktl;‘nzel was interested
in drinking liquor unobtainable in Kansas, which allowed only 3.2
beer. Schwalm told Kl‘_l.l'IZF_’l not to worry about being detained by law
enforcement officers. "After all," Schwalm joked, "you'Te already a
prisoner. What more can they El[:l?"5,l

K[J'nzel himself joked about his status. "I was origimally from
Czechoslovakia, where I was drafted into the German Army. The Army
sent me to Italy and then to North Africa where I was captured. I
was sent to Liverpool, England, before being shipped to New York.
At New York I was put on a train and eventually ended up at Lake
Wabaunsee. It was a trip only a rich man or a prisoner could take!"52

POWs often showed a sense of humor and a spirit of fun. When
Helmut Grahl met Caroline Stratton, an attractive school teacher, he
jested that hbe "wouldn't mind going back to school." George Diehl,
dr., remembered that the two POWs who worked for his father were
playful and often engaged in water fights at a water pump. Myrtle
Thierer recalled another example of POW humor. POWs at her childhood
home hauled gravel in the driveway. Mrs. Thierer playfully took a
shovel and began to scoop gravel. The POWs noticed this and laughed:
"Ah - Superwoman!"

The Roland McKnight family benefited greatly from the hard work
and kindness of the POWs. Mr. McKnight had fallen off a silo in Sep-

tember, 1944, at the Beasterfield farm and sustained major injuries

that forced him to lay flat on his back for 99 days. The POWs were
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kind to McKnight. During his recovery they would help him to a chair
so that he could see the activity on the farm. Later they would dress
him in overshoes, coat and gloves so that he could go outside and
see his livestock. Mrs. McKnight felt that the POWs were "just like
Kansas farm bays."SL+

The gquality and gquantity of food served to POWs had a large
impact on how hard POWs worked on the farms. Some people tried
to save money by feeding POWs poorly. Fritz 0Ott told Edwin Ringel
about an experience he had working on a Kansas farm. No one brought
the POWs any food or even water to the fields. 0Ott was even more
insulted that they were hauled to town to eat dinner in a restaurant
rather than being fed in the farmer's house. He said that when they
had been badly treated they would not work hard, but they would
merely "piddle along." However, Ott said they would work diligently
if they were treated well. Ernst Klrnzel recalled that he gave his
"hest" while working at the Schwalm farm because of their good treat-
ment. According to Geroge Diehl, Jr., POWs wanted to go places where
they were fed mell.55

Many farm families fed the POWs more than they were required.
Farmers served POWs food for humanitarian reasons as well as a reward
for hard work. K‘u'nzel said that the camp commander was concerned
that the POWs were not getting enough to eat, so he sent out a letter
to the farmers that requested they feed the POWs extra food. Many
of the farmers had already been serving extra snacks or even complete
meals. George Diehl, Jr., recalled that the POWs had a poor breakfast
of only oatmeal at the camp so many farm wives, such as Cora Ringel,

gave them a large breakfast of pancakes, bacon, eggs, and hash browns

upon their arrival at the farm. Mrs. Clarence Gnadt fixed a meal for
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the POWs at 4:30 PM before they returned to camp. Myrtle Thierer's
parents were Swedes who shared their afternoon coffee with the POUWSs.
Lothar Gilg recalled that farmers even gave POWs food to take back
to the camp and share with their friends.56

Roger Schwalm's father used another method to curb POW hunger.
Mr. Schwalm told Ernst K.LIFIZE]_ to take a shot gun and go out into the
pasture. Whenever he saw a clump of grass that had a 1little entrance
that looked 1like an animal had rested there, he was to shoot into
the clump. K'u'nzel followed Schwalm's instructions and bagged ten rab-
bits. He took the rabbits back to the camp kitchen where they uwere
cooked and served to F’DhJs.57

POWs expressed preferences in food. Many Americans remembered
they scorned corn as "swine food" or something to fatten chickens
or cattle for slaughter. Esther McKnight recollected that POWs also
felt that pumpkins were unfit for human consumption. They preferred
the dark breads cammon te Germany aver the American white and refined
bread. Many aof the POWs felt that white bread was unhealthy. Some
of the POWs called white bread "cake" and reserved it to the last

of the meal to eat as a dessert. Clarence Gnadt recalled that the POUWs

were "meat and potatoes" men. The Alta Vista Journal, in an article

entitled "Corn on the Cob Not Fit Food for the Superior Race," repaorted
that they had a hearty appetite for mashed potatoes and gravy, peas,
and tomatoes. Fried chicken was a favarite of POWs, according to
Myrtle Thierer. Edwin Ringel remembered that a POW told him that
water was never brought to field workers in Germany. Beer or wine
was served instead, because water would spoil out in the field during
the day.58

Communication between the POWs and the American farmers was



sometimes quite easy, but often difficult. Many people in .UJabaunsee
County are of German descent and many of them in the 1940s still spoke
German. Farmers who spoke German developed especially close relations
with POWs. For example, Edwin Ringel spoke fluent German because
his grandparents had immigrated from Germany and he had attended
Catholic parochial school where German and English were both taught.
Ringel still corresponds with a former POW, Fritz Ott, but interestingly
enough, they write in English. Ringel's German has grown impaired
by disuse. Joyce Thierer recalled her mother's recollections of Joyce's
grandfather laughing and laughing at a POW's stories in German, even
though he was Swedish. Apparently there was enough similarity between
the languages so that the two could understand each other. Most of
these stories were considered bawdy and unfit for the children's ears,
so they spoke German and not Erlglish.59

Not all farmers of German descent were so lucky. Mr. and Mrs.
Clarence Gnadt spoke some German, but the dialect was different fraom
the prisoners'. Their conversation in German with the POWs was severe-
ly limited, however, even the bare bones communication was a godsend.
A neighbor of the Roland McKnight family, Figge, came every morning
to the McKnight farm to get the POWs lined up for work. He would
give them a short explanation in German and, although they didn't
understand everything he said, they usually got the main ideas.6D

Even farmers who didn't speak German found ways to communicate
with POWs. Some POWs spoke English, which naturally helped. Myrtle
Thierer commented that many of their POWs waited to see how they
were going to be treated before revealing that they could speak and
understand English. Many of them picked up a lot of English while

in America. Farmers often commented on the speed at which POWs learn-



25

ed the language. Georg Stanglmeir was aided in his learning of English
by Caroline Stratton who taught at a country SChDDl.Eﬂ

Even when the spoken language was of no help, communication
wasn't impossible. Farmers would demonstrate and gesture to show
what they wanted accomplished. This often proved adequate, because
many times all they wanted done was simple labor. A POW at the Gar-
land Gideon home used drawings to communicate with the Gideons. Mrs.
Gideon recalled that many of the drawings were humorous cartoons
that brought many chuckles to the Eideon5.62

POWs who could communicate with the farmers in German were
at an advantage as they could not only express gratitude and com-
plaints, but the use of the same language also emphasized a comman
bond between so-called enemies. Farmers who conversed readily in
German had to realize that the POWs were human beings similar to
themselves. The POWs were delighted at being interned in a German
ethnic community, and they especially enjoyed eating traditional German
dishes at American humes.63

One POW, Heinrich Wolgast, found out that he was actually related
to an American family. UWolgast and Herman Fink were out doing errands
in Alma when they passed UWolgast Lumberyard. Heinrich Wolgast saw
the sign and mentioned the coincidence that he and these Americans
shared the same last name. 0On a lark, Fink suggested that they go
inside and visit with William UWolgast, the owner of the lumberyard.
Wolgast took Fink up on the offer. Fink introduced Heinrich Wolgast
to William Wolgast. They discovered that Heinrich was William's
cousin's child and that their ancestors came from the same town in
what is now East Germany. The two Wolgasts became fast friends because

William UWolgast spoke fluent German. Herman Fink brought Heinrich
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Wolgast in once a week to the lumberyard so the two Wolgast men,
one a prisoner of war and the other a well-to-do American businessman,
could have a nice long visit.GL’

Americans often broke rules regarding POW wuse and treatment
because of their kind feelings toward them. For example, the farmers
were not supposed to buy or make clothes for the POWs. However,
the McKnights bought the POWs straw hats. Because the POWs knew
this violated the rules, they refused to take the hats back to camp,
and hung them on hooks on the back porch. The Warrens of Eskridge
also wanted to give the POWs small gifts, but as it was forbidden,
they would merely lay apples and gloves around so the POWs could
"discover them."65

The Army authorities. at Lake UWabaunsee were somewhat more
lepient in enforcing the rules in the case of the McKnights because
they were aware of their plight. For example, they allowed the POUs
to drive automobiles and trucks for the McKnights. However, the au-
thorities absolutely forbade any lone women to pick up or return POUWs,
so Mrs. McKnight hbhad to depend on one of her neighbors, a Mr.
Figge.66

Many Americans treated POWs more as friends or even members

of the family rather than as prisoners. The UWichita Morning Eagle

of September 24, 1944, said: "The old farmer-farm hand relationship,
normally kindly, is difficult to down, however, even in the case of
Germans." For a local example, John Schwalm introduced Ernst Kunzel
as "my German boy" instead of "a German prisoner of war working
for me." The Schwalms also demonstrated their kindness toward the
POW on his 21st birthday. He requested to be excused from farm work

on June 1 because it was both his birthday and a Catholic holiday
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in Germany. Schwalm told him that he needed to work, and he defer-
red. The Schwalms gave him a surprise birthday party instead.67

Relations between German POWs interned at Lake Wabaunsee and
American civilians were better than anyone had ever expected. Some
Americans were alarmed by the close relationships that developed be-
tween them. George Edgerton said that farmers and POWs "got along
almost too well." Howard C. Myers, Wabaunsee County Agent, believed
that some of the farmers of German descent were too close to the POUlWs
and were actually sympathetic to them.E'B

Many people had serious reservations about using POW labor or
even having a camp in the area. Jim Busenbark led the oppositian.
He reminded local citizens that POWs were the enemy who had recently
tried to kill American troops. Consequently, they would be poor labor.
He believed that they might sabotage American production, or at least
work half-heartedly. Busenbark also believed that to use the POUWs
as laborers would reduce them to slaves, which would be an immaoral
policy. Busenbark contended that the labor shortage was not severe
enough to warrant using POW labor, and that 100 men couldn't make
that much difference if the labor shortrage was genuinely acute.

Ray Lovell wrote a letter to the editor condemning the POW camp

at Lake Wabaunsee. His letter was published in the July 13, 1944,

Eskridge Independent:

The next time you see Jim Busenbark on the street,
step up and shake hands with a grand old man who has
the guts to stand up and say what he thinks.

The prisoners 1in other work camps have proven
no great success and there have been some escapes and
some of the citizens have been hurt. Just give this thing
time and it may blow up and shatter our court house;
go clear down and reach the county agent's office.

Shawnee County won't let the German killers in, but
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och, no! We must have them to carry on! Railroads ar
any other industry won't have them, but the farmer is
the dumping ground for everything.

With the eguipment our larger operators have, could
they not trade work with the smaller farmers? It is work
they can't do or is it their greed? Why don't (sic) our
county save the road money and give the road work after
the war is over, (sic) to that list in the paper that
is growing longer each month?

If there was any way to get this guestion on our
county ballot, I would be sure of the result.

Judgement day 1is coming for everyone of wus. It
isn't what we have but how we g E it. It isn't the total
scare but how we played the game.

A letter from a serviceman opposing the camp appeared in the

September 14, 1944, Eskridge Independent:

. « . Do you see Jim Busenbark? I saw a pilece
in the paper about him and what he thought of the prisan
camp at the Lake. I sure wish there were more men like
him at home. He will stand up and say what he thinks.
I sure hate to see those guys ruin our nice lake that
way and I bet a lot of guys in the Army feel that sape
way. If you see Jdim tell him thanks a lot fram me , , ,

Many people shared Ray Lovell's concern that POWs would escape
from the camp and commit sabotage in the area. Some even suggested
that the wooded areas around Alma would make excellent hiding places
for POWs. Mrs. Howard C. Myers recalled that many times a misunder-
standing in language caused POWs to wander off in a different direction
than the farmer intended. Farmers often panicked because they thought
POWs were trying to escape and called the county agent. Usually by
the time Myers arrived, the affair had been long settled and a trip
had been made for nm’ching.72

Some Americans reported that POWs were unwilling or unable
to work. Ope POW at the Roland McKnight home not only refused to
work, but discouraged his fellow prisoners from working. The POUW

spent the whole day at the McKnight farm, but he was hauled back
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to Fort Riley in the evening. Sherman Mertz, who was 70 years old
and the second largest sheep raiser in Kansas in 1944, was uncompli-
mentary toward the POWs. He said about their labor: "Well . . . they
don't mind backing up a little." Mertz believed that prisoner labor
was not as valuable as civilian labor because of "language and mechani-
cal deficiencies." Mertz meant that the POWs' unfamiliarity with the
English language and American farm methods limited their value as
laborers. H. R. Richter recollected that when POWs worked aon road
construction projects, signs were posted that read: "Slow -- Men UWork-
ing." Richter joked that the signs were accurate because the POUWs
were men who worked slmu.73

Americans occasionally knew a POW whom they disliked. 0One
of the three POWs who worked on the J. 0. Warren home in Eskridge
was hostile toward Americans. He complained that prisoners did not
receive their noon meal at the Warren hame but ate at a cafe in Esk-
ridge. The Warrens disapproved of his caonversations with the other
prisoners in German because they believed that he was threatening
them against being too friendly to /-\rnericarls.7L+

Myrtle Thierer reported that one POW gave her the "creeps."
She said that he followed her around with his eyes. This was under-
standable because Mrs. Thierer was an attractive blonde teenager at
the time. Another POW repelled her because he had the habit of pulling
a plece of shrapnel out of his pocket and showing it to people to
prove that he had been wounded. The Imthurn family of Maple Hill
alsun had a negative experience with one POW. Mrs. Imthurn called
him "a little mankey."75

Americans often feared POWs because of all the propaganda they

had heard about German atrocities. Charlotte Imthurn recalled that
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she was apprehensive when she learned that POWs were going to work
on the Inthurn farm. However, she remembered that once she got to
know the POWs she realized that they were simply human beings caught
in a bad situation. Imthurn explained that mast of the POWs were
good German boys wha hadn't volunteered for military service, but
had been drafted just like many American youths. She commented that

there had been atrocities, but "these boys" hadn't committed any.76



CHAPTER V:

FARM LABOR

Farmers who wused POW labor had to follow the conditions set

up by the Wabaunsee County Grower's Association. The cost for the

use of POW labor was eventually set at 40¢ per hour, 5¢ was to reim-

burse the Association for any expenses they might incur because of
the POW program. The farmer was required to furnish a noon meal,
for which he was reimbursed at the rate of 25¢ per meal. The owner
had to furnish his own transportation of POWs, but he was reimbursed
1¢ per man per mile up to 50 mi_les.?7

The county agent urged farmers to cooperate to make the program
a success. Farmers had to give advance notice of at least 12 hours
before a job was to start, as well as notice of at least a half day
of the completion of a job. Farmers had to pay $4.00 daily per day
before the work could start. Mrs. Howard Myers remembered that farm-
ers often called at four o'clock in the morning to cancel an order
fOoT PTrisoner 1abor. THESE Barly WMOINING Tals WETE EspeEtlally aEwoying
for two reasons. First of all, the Myers had an infant daughter who
was awakened by the calls and proved difficult to put back to sleep.
Second, Myers, unlike many other county agents, was not being paid
for his work with the prisoner of war camp. According to Mrs. Myers,
Howard C. Myers considered his work on the prisoner of war camp
to be his contribution to the war eﬂ"urt.78

The American Army operated POW camps in accordance uwith the
Geneva Convention of 1929. It stipulated POWs could not be paid less

than 80¢ per day. Maximum working hours were ten hours a day, in-

cluding travel to and from a job. Employed POWs were to be allowed

31
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one 2L-hour consecutive rest period each week. The Convention required
POWs, except for officers, to work for the benefit of their captors.
However, the work could not be directly related to war operations,
nor could it jeopardize the health and safety of prisoners. The prison-
ers were also supposedly required to have gualifications or aptitudes
for the work they were assigned.79

The Army alsoc had many requlations in regard to POW use. As
previously mentioned, farmers were not supposed to discuss the war
or politics with them. POWs were not to be allowed to drive vehicles.
Women were not permitted to drive POWs anywhere, even to camp.
The Army strictly enforced its rule that POWs had to be returned
at 5:00 PM. This rule created difficulties for several Americans. Esther
McKnight recollected how she had worried when Figge, a neighbor,
rushed to return the POWs on time, even on slippery raads.BD

Joseph Diehl of Alma also struggled with the Army's regulation
that POWs had to be back at Lake Wabaunsee by 5:00 PM. Diehl drove
one of the county trucks that delivered and returned POWs from Lake
Wabaunsee to the farms where they worked. A. L. Garanson was always
late at bringing his POWs to the location where Diehl picked them
up. Diehl waited on Garanson, and he Iinevitably reached the camp
at Lake Wabaunsee late. Army officials complained about Diehl's habit-
ual lateness, so he decided to leave without Garanson's POWs if they
weren't at the rendezvous point on time. Predictably, the next day
fGaranson didn't have his men there on time, and Diehl left without
them. When he arrived at the camp, Diehl told officials that he would
be short five men.

Diehl was certainly surprised when a camp official told him

that his wusual cargo of 40 men unloaded out of the truck. He later
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found out that Garanson had arrived late, as usual, at the rendezvous
point with his POWs. When Garanson found that Diehl had already left,
he simply followed Diehl in his own vehicle, and Garanson had the
POWs leap out of his vehicle and jump into the truck Diehl was driv-
ing when it stopped at a stop sign.a

Some farmers were skillful at coping with the restrictions on
POW use because they had prior experience using German war prisoners.
According to the county agent reports, 35 farmers had obtained POUWs
from Camp Fremont near Council Grove, but all of these farmers were
large operators and it made fipancial sense for them to drive up to
4O miles one way to get laborers. However, even the small operator
could afford to drive five, ten, or twenty miles one way to Lake UWa-
baunsee to get laburers.az

Many farmers decided against transporting POWs themselves and
instead wused various trucking services. Both the county and private
individuals hauled POWs to the Alma community at the heighth of their
use by farmers. Two of the trucks were privately owned and operated.
These trucks were driven by Clarence "Buffalo" Frank and Randall.
Art Meseke filled in for the private truck drivers. Three of the trucks
were owned by Wabaunsee County. Joseph Diehl recalled that Myers
asked him to drive a truck for the county. He told Myers that he
didn't want to, but Myers coaxed him into driving the POWs by insist-
ing that it would only be for a couple of weeks. Diehl reluctantly
agreed to drive a POW truck, but he found that his duties did not
end after several weeks. He decided that the only way to avoid trans-
porting POWs was to transfer his duties to his brother, George Diehl,
Sr. Even this did not work because Myers simply found Joseph Diehl

another truck. Diehl arose at 5:00 AM and drove to Lake Wabaunsee
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where he picked up his load of POWs. He distributed them to farms
in the communities of Alma, Wamego, and Belvue. Most farmers believed
that the expense and effort of picking up and returning POWs was justi-
fied by their labur.83

Although POWs were not coerced into working, many of them pre-
ferred to work instead of brooding inside a prison camp. They had
a financial incentive to work because they were paid 90¢ a day if they
worked and only 10¢ a day if they didn't work. POWs used the extra
money to buy things they wanted such as cigarettes, candy, dental and
shaving supplies, soap, and shoe polish. Americans resented the fact
that POWs could buy things at their canteen at Lake Wabaunsee that
the general public couldn't purchase. Joseph Diehl remembered that
POWs had high quality cigarettes, and Americans had to settle for
"Wings" and "Dominoes." Americans were rationed only a small quantity
of sugar, but POWs enjoyed candy baI‘S.BL+

POWs worked at many different agricultural tasks. Josef Veser
and four Americans raised and dressed 5000 turkeys one summer. A POW
was sometimes responsible for feeding and counting cattle. The Federal
Land Bank used German POWs to cut weeds on the Godwin place. POWs
at the George Diehl, Sr., farm pumped and carried water to calves.
Gustav K.D.lmel helped raise bulls on the Schwalm farm. Ernst K|‘_|.nzel
recalled he butchered many cattle and hogs for farmers in the area.
POWs were especially in demand to help fill silo, put up hay, and
shock ﬂaEd.B5

Farmers received POWs partially on the basis of immediate need.
POWs only worked at building fences, hauling manure, building cattle

and machine sheds, painting, and similar chores when they weren't

needed at more pressing jobs. The county agent reported in October,
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1944, that even with 150 POWs, there was shortage of 50 men to fill
the daily requests for POU labor. Myers warned that violators of
the notification rules would be fined. 0Once again non-pressing farm
jobs such as carpentry and cutting wood had to mait.B6

POWs labored on Wabaunsee County farms even in winter. The
winter wage rate was set at 35¢ an hour at a meeting of the Wabaun-
see County Grower's Association at Alma. UWinter POWs' work included
painting, carpentering, stone mason work, cutting wood, repairing fen-
ces, feeding cattle, hauling manure, husking corn, threshing kafir,
hauling feed to 1livestock, plastering, and sorting hybrid corn for
seed.87

Horses had great appeal for many POWs. Myrtle Thierer recalled
that they were quite interested in learning American ways of "doctoring
horses." POWs had to go and tell the horses good-bye when they left
the McKnight home for the 1last time. Charlotte Imthurn remembered
that a POW jumped on a harse and attempted to ride it, even though
it was obvious that he had no experience with horses.aa

POWs noticed many differences between American and German agri-
culture. Gustav KE).lmel recalled that "many things seemed strange to
us but we could see the advantage to them." POWs noted the technolog-
ical advancement of American agriculture which allowed larger acreages
to be farmed with smaller amounts of labor. Klaus Majer remembered
that Americans used tractors, but ox teams and four strip cultivation
were still used in Germany. America was a large open land compared
to Eumpe.89

Waste horrified the Germans. Accustomed to wusing every tiny

bit of ground, the POWs were dismayed to see that the ends of the

rows were left standing. They explained that the ends of the rows
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were cut the first thing in Germany. Myrtle Thierer remembered that
the POWs were appalled when a hog shed was deliberately burned
down. They said that in Germany it would have been torn down and
the lumber reused in another building. Many of the POWs thought that
Americans were careless because they didn't keep things up properly.
POWs hated to see brush taking over pastures and weeds growing in
fence rows. What the POWs may not have fully understood 1is that,
unlike Germans who had a highly intensive system of agriculture, Ameri-
cans farmed greater acreages of land and could not expend the concern
over every square inch of |:11‘c1per1:y.‘BD

Even after 4O vyears, many Wabaunsee County farmers remember
that POWs were "real industrious people." Steve Hund recalled that
they were willing to work 1in blistering heat and blinding snow storms.
Vincent Glotzbach recollected that when he left the POWs without super-
vision they did not take advantage of an opportunity to be idle, but
instead "worked their heads fo."91

The willingness of POWs to work made them in great demand
as laborers. By July 24, 1944, 30 more POWs were sent to Lake Wabaun-
see to meet the demands for labor. A total of 50 additional men were
brought to Lake UWabaunsee in the summer of 1944. The county agent
reported that during the harvest of 1944 all of the POWs were used
and 20 or more could have been used if they had been available.92

POWs' compulsion to work sometimes endangered their health
and even their lives. Myrtle Thierer retained the memory of her father
ordering POWs to take it easy and not work so hard because her father
felt that they were risking their health (by their hard work). Some

POWs in Eskridge worked so hard that they tore the skin off their

hands. The most serigus threat to the safety of POWs was unfamiliar
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farm work. Although some POWs at Lake Wabaunsee, including Heinrich
Wolgast, Franz Scheider, and UWerner Burow had lived and worked on
farms before the war, farm work was a new experience for many POWs.
They boldly attempted any farm chores, even when they had no experi-
ence.93

One POW, Wilfried Ua'gele, tragically lost his 1life in a farm
accident at the Ed Tembrink farm near Alma. Clarence Gnadt remembered
that a POW was helping to put up silage when the POW was killed.
According to Gnadt, UE}Tgele was getting on a wagon when the mules
were startled by a train whistle and started to run. He attempted
to grab the reins, but the front end of the wagon broke off and he
was run over by the wagon. Grnadt believed the POW was killed instant-
ly. When Army officials learned of the accident, they sent out an
ambulance to pick up Vogele. The ambulance took the body back to
Fort Riley for burial. Gnadt felt that the matter was "hushed up."
Nog article about the accident appeared in any local nemspaper.gl+

Some Axis POWs who died in American internment camps are buried
at Fort Riley. 0Of these 77 men, 62 were [Germans. Even today the
US Army is reluctant to release information about POWs' deaths in

Kansas; according to the Wichita Eagle-Beacon the deaths were due

oe

to "natural causes." Obviously this is untrue. For example, Vogele
did not die of natural causes. His death appears to have no scandal
attached to it, but it still cannot be classified as a death of "natural

095
causes.

The memory of the POWs buried at Fort Riley has been observed
in several ways. Every POW's final resting place has a white grave
marker. Ceremonies have been held in honor of the dead POWs. Many

relatives of dead POWs attended an especially memorable observance
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in November, 1976. The ceremony began with a benediction from an
American chaplain. It continued with a gun salute by a seven-man color
guard and the playing of "Taps." German, Japanese, and Italian officers,
who were dressed in World War II uniforms, saluted and laid wreaths
on their countrymen's graves at the end of the ceremony. Klaus Majer
and Georg Stanglmeir visited the cemetery at Fort Riley when they
came back ta Kansas in 1980 and took photographs of Wilfried UEngele's

tombstone far his family back in Germany.gﬁ



CHAPTER VI:

NONAGRICULTURAL WORK OF THE POWS

POWs demonstrated remarkable skills outside of agriculture. No
matter what task needed to be done, people in the community assumed
that a POW could be found at the camp who was trained in that field.
George Edgerton said that the POWs were skilled perfectionists. Ralph
Stratton credited the Germans' skills to their training. Few Germans
attended college, and the majority learned a trade as an apprentice
under a master. An apprenticeship lasted at least four years, but the
novice was not released from service until he knew his craft, which
meant an apprenticeship could last longer than four years. One POUW
worked with LeRoy Ngoller repairing the county trucks that hauled the
POWs. Joey Diehl recalled the POW as a "Nazi who had no use for
Americans," but who proved so useful as a mechanic that nobody
Eared.97

The work of POWs often had longevity. A POW installed wiring
in a barn for the Stratton family of Eskridge that was being used
40 years later. Ralph Stratton reported that he had been looking in
vain for someone do as well at wiring for many vyears. POWs proficient
at masonry also built the local plant in Eskridge that was being used
in 1984. A POW constructed a shed at the Imthurn home that was a
different style than those in America, but it proved durable. POWs
helped remodel the J. 0. Warren haome. POWs put in a cement floor
and steps underneath the house and ran a drain. American guards super-
vised their work and ordered the POWs around. American plans failed
because the drain was off a foot or two. The POWs took over, made
measurements, and got it I'ight.98

Artistic POWs used their talents in behalf of Americans. Ernie
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painted murals on the farm house walls of Howard Lietz' parents' home.
The murals covered two or three walls in the living room. Ernie used
the palms of his hands to make designs at the bottom of the wall
that looked 1like wallpaper. Then he put a border above that, and
finally added the mountain scenes to the work of art. Another POUW
who worked near Paxico sold some of his paintings to Americans. Steve
Hund recalled that at least some of the paintings had religious themes
and were sold to churches.99

POWs may have been less thrilled to do some of the manual labor
jobs they were called upon to do. Eight to ten POWs worked at a
rock quarry south of Eskridge. Work at rock gquarries was used as
a punishment at some FPOW camps and it may have been so at Lake
Méhaunsee. POWs also repaired Wabaunsee County roads and bridges.1m

The military used POWs in mechanical work at the Army Ordnance
Shops in Topeka. Nyle Miller remembered that POWs worked one block
south of the Kansas State Historical Society. Two bus loads of POUWs
went into Topeka every day. Some citizens of Eskridge were angered
that Shawnee County Commissioners refused to house them in Shawnee
County, but were quite willing to have them brought to Topeka to
wark. According to George Edgerton, Shawnee County Commissioners
felt that Topeka, because it was the state capital, was a sensitive
area, and that housing POWs in Shawnee County was a potentially dan-

101
gerous act.



CHAPTER VII:

AFTER THE WAR

The end of World War II signaled the end for the camp at Lake
Wabaunsee, but the beginning of a new 1life for the POWs. On May 8,
1945, VE Day (Victory in Europe) was announced and all prisoners
and guards were kept in camp. When V3 Day (Victory over Japan)
was announced on August 14, 1945, the prisoners were once again kept
at the camp. The POWs felt they were treated worse after Germany
lost the war. During the war POWs found the food to be delicious
and plentiful, but after Germany lost the war, the meals were pogrer
in quality and gquantity. However, Gustav KBlmel recalled that, after
the first horrible week, the food gradually improved week by week
until the POWs departed for Europe in December, 1945. Heinrich Wolgast
remembered that the POWs were put on a 1000 calorie a day diet after
the war in Europe. Hermann Dorn complained that the food after the
war consisted of "dry vegetables and dog food." Ernst K.L:nzel recalled
that the POWs were fed salt herring every morning for hreakfast.102

The camp was officially closed on December 1, 1945. The POUWs
were disappointed that they couldn't take their woodworking projects
home with them. POWs also had to leave behind cameras, field glasses,
binoculars, and suitcases. Prisoners were restricted from taking any
American currency with them. Canteen coupons were redeemed, canteen
profits were distributed, and prisoner trust accounts were liguidated.
Prisoners were Iissued government checks. The men were usually left
with about $50. POWs from Lake Wahaunsee were shipped back to Fort
Riley before their departure to Europe. Luggage was limited to 30
pounds for enlisted men and 175 pounds for officiers. POWs were issued

1 A
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a barracks bag, several woolen blankets, a first aid kit, and eating
utensils. The POWs wished to express their appreciation for their
good treatment in America and especially at Lake UWabaunsee, therefore,
they volunteered to paint the barracks at the lake for the City of
Eskridge in appreciation for their‘ 1:1‘eatment.’”:]3

Most POWs had mixed feelings about returning to Europe. Although
they wanted to see their families in Germany, they regretted leaving
the friends they had made in America. Many POWs would also have
liked to have stayed because of the economic opportunities in the
United States. Helmut Grahl dreaded to return to his home in Dresden
because he feared that all of his family had been killed in Allied
bombing raids.mh

The Allies wanted to delay the return of committed Nazi POUs
to Germany. Heinrich Wolgast remembered that POWs were shipped
in 1946 from Fort Riley to Fort Eustis, Virginia. Americans spent six
weeks at Fort Eustis indoctrinating the POWs in democracy. Hermann
Dorn recalled Fart Eustis as the place where POWs were classified
as either "Nazis" or "Democrats." "Democrats" were sent haome immedi-
ately, but "Nazis" had to work in Great Britain or France before re-
turning hume.m5

Wolgast was evidently considered a "Democrat." In March, 1946,
he was sent to a release camp in New VYork for 14 days. There he
was put on a troop transport ship for Le Havre, France, that took
11 days to cross the Atlantic. When the POWs arrived in Europe, they‘
were put in the notorious Bolbec camp under French guards. UWolgast
said that he received the worst treatment of his captivity there. GIs

moved prisoners to Bad Aibling, Bavaria, in April and May. When they

reached Munich, UWolgast was put intoc an American release camp for
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approximately six weeks. Then the Americans put him on a train for
Munster in northern Germany. There Wolgast and other POWs were turned
over to the British. After six weeks in the British camp, UWolgast
was released as a free man in September, ’19l+6.106

Interestingly enough, many of the POWs who had been trusted
farm hands in Kansas were classified as "Nazis" and had to spend
time in England or France before their return to Germany. Lothar Gilg
recalled that the Fort Riley Commander Shafer promised that they
would be sent directly home to Germany, and they were emotionally
crushed when they were nnt.1D7

Many POWs had bad experiences at French hands. Hans Greiner
claimed that when the ship he was on reached LeHarve, France, the
Americans sold the German POWs to the French for a few dollars. Grein-
er spent two years in a French prison camp before he was released
in 1948. Greiner believed that he got a "dirty deal," and he still
has "absolutely no sympathy toward the American government.” However,
Greiner said that his bad feelings toward the American government
did not change his good opinion of the American people. Gustav K-D.lmel
remembered that the French took away all the nice things that the
Americans had given to the POWs, including new clothes, which the
French replaced with o©old, worn out clothes. Leothar Gilg recalled that
they reached Europe at Rotterdam and were put in a camp at Waterloo.
Treatment was so bad at the camp that Gilg asked to be spared "the
pain of telling you how we fared there."ﬂzIB

Several POWs were interned in Great Britain before they were
returned to Germany. Hermann Dorn recalled that he spent a year in

Helensburg, Scotland. UWerner Burow labored for farmers in England

as he had in the United States. However, he reported that he was
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not treated as well in Britain as he had been in America. 0One dif-
ference that he noted was that in England POWs ate sack lunches instead
of eating dinner at the home of a 1"&1rnily.’l[]9

POWs faced a wide range of experiences on their eventual return
to Germany. Some found it quite easy to return to their way of life
before the war. KQC‘]lmE!l was able to get his prewar job back at an
automobile manufacturing plant, even though the factory had been des-
troyed during the war. Dorn returned to his Jjob as a salesman for
a blanket factory. C

Other POWs found that their professional prospects were greater
after the war than before as the consequence of skills they had ac-
guired. Ernst KL.IFIZE]. first worked as a chauffeur to the American Army
because of the English he had learmned as a POW. Later he opened
an air conditioning and refrigeration shop. Although he had some know-
ledge in the field because of his prewar work in a butcher shop,
Kunzel gained a great deal of practical knowledge about refrigeration
during his internment in the United S5tates. He recalled that the Ameri-
can refrigeration technology was ten years ahead of the German. George
Stanglmeir's knowledge of English and his ambition was helpful to
him in becoming a beer truck driver after the war and eventually
2 wholesale liguor distributor and retailer specializing in German
LdiﬂES.111

However, not all POWs returned to such happy circumstances.
For example, when Lothar Gilg returned to Germany, he found that
he could not return to his prewar home in the Sudetenland. Werner
Burow returned to a part of Germany controlled by the Russians. His

family had been well-to-do, with a prosperous farm, before the war.

However, after the war everything had changed. Burow's father had
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disappeared during the war, and the family believed that the Nazis
were responsible. The Communists said that it was immoral for only
Hurow and his mother to live on the Burow farm. The Communists forced
the Burows to take many strangers into their home. They experienc-
ed great shortages of food and Cll:nthing.q12

Werner Burow turned to the families he had worked for in the
United States for help. The Arnold Ringel family of Alma sent a package
to Burow immediately after the war that contained razor blades, tabac-
co, and cigarette papers. Burow's letter to the Ringels expressed his
and his mother's appreciation for the package, but indicated a particu-
lar need for food, especially difficult to obtain spices, and toiletries
such as soap and tcmth;jaste.113

Responsive to Burow's plea, the Ringels sent him many packages
with needed 1items. Whenever he got a package, Burow sent a letter
to the Ringels that listed every item received, to ascertain whether
the package had been tampered with enroute. 0One of the packages
contained the following items: three packages of tobacco, one pocket
knife, one razor, three packages of shaving blades, two tubes of shav-
ing cream, two tubes of dental cream, five bars of wash and five
bars of toilet soap, one and one-half pounds of cocoa, and some cig-
arette papers.

When Werner Burow married, the reguests to the Ringels increas-
ed. He asked for proper clothes in which to be married, and the
Ringels sent him a complete set of clothes, including shoes and under-
wear. Then Burow's bride wrote the Ringels that she had no appropri-
ate clothes in which to wed. The Ringels came to the rescue with

115

an outfit of clothes.

Soon after the marriage, Mrs. Burow became pregnant and the
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Burows called upon the Ringels for help. They had no clothes or uten-
sils for the baby, and once again the Ringels came to their aid. The
Ringels' only child, Clark, was grown and they had no need for the
left over baby things, so they boxed up everything they had used
in the nursery, such as a rubber sheet, baby clothes, diapers, and
bottles and sent them.ﬂG

The Ringels helped not only Werner Burow and his wife and chil-
dren, but also his mother and a woman in Burow's village. The Burows
not only used the baby items for their own children, but also gave
some of the things to a widow woman, Amanda Neumann, in the local
village. This woman wrote to the Ringels and said that she had five
small children and her husband had disappeared at the Russian Front.
She asked the Ringels to send her anything they had left aover. She
said that normally she would have been assisted by her family, but
that times were so tough that they needed everything they had for
themselves. Burow's mother also wrote letters reguesting items.ﬂ7

The Ringels made the Burows' 1947 Christmas happier by sending
them several packages. Among the contents of the packages were: two
gvercoats, five pounds sugar, five pounds flour, one can baking pow-
der, one can pepper, one box nutmeg, one box cinnamon, one boX
cloves, three pairs of c:hiidren's shoes, one pair adult's brown shoes,
gne suit with trousers, vest, and jacket, one pair of work trousers,
gne pair stockings, one pair socks, two pairs gloves, one hat, two
dresses, buttons, snaps, and needles.ﬂa

Eventually the packages received by the Burow family were so
numerous and heavy that it was a great inconvenience for Burow to

transport them from the post office 20 miles to his home. He still

had his bicycle from before the war, but the tires were worn out
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and he wrote to the Ringels for new ones. The Ringels wanted to help
but didn't know the size tires he would need, so they sent him a page
from the Montgomery UWard catalogue and asked him to circle the ones
he wanted. Burow circled those that would work best and the Ringels
saw that he got them. They didn't fit exactly, but Burow hammered
them on and away he ment.’ll|9

Werner Burow was not the only POW to receive ald from Americans
after the war. Gustav Kolmel and Hermann Dorn received packages from
former employers after the war. Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Mertz offered
Lothar Gilg a job on their farm and even offered to pay his way back.
Gilg declined their offer because, after a long search, he had finally
located his parents and he had to help support them. Viola Gideaon
said they helped one POW, perhaps Werner Burow, by sending him pack-
ages of food and clothing, but that he became a "beggar" constantly
demanding packages, and they discontinued contact with him.12D

Many POWs have corresponded with American farm families for
many years. Fritz Ott and Josef Veser are Jjust two of the POWs who
have kept in contact with Americans for 40 years. The John Schuwalm
family and Ernst Kunzel have also corresponded for years. K;_.!I'IZE]. always
wanted the Schwalm family to come to his home in Germany to shouw
them the kind of hospitality they had shown him as a POW. He fipally
got his wish when Roger Schwalm visited Europe in the early 1980s
and stayed at the K.I:H'IZEl home. Schwalm reported the K.u'nzels treated
him royally and tempted him with fine foods and liqum“s.’]zf|

The Vincent Glotzbach family maintained contact with a POW named
Josef VUeser for over 40 years. The Glotzbach's daughter, a Roman Cath-

olic nun, visited with Veser in Augsburg, Germany. Mr. and Mrs. Glotz-

bach saw Veser on their golden wedding anniversary trip to Euraope
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in 1973. They were on a group tour and did not feel that they could
leave it to visit his home. In fact, Veser had to drive three hours
to see them, and he brought his daughter and grandfather along. He
was disappointed that the Glotzbachs could not enjoy the hospitality
of his hame.’122

Unusual circumstances sometimes brought POWs or their family
members into contact with Americans they met as POWs. One brother
of a POW was in the American Army and stationed at Fort Riley during
the 1980s. He visited the camp at which his brother had been interned
and some of the families he had worked for. The brother had worked
for the Figge family of Eskridge.qg3

An American Army officer was on Reforger in Goeppingen, UWest
Germany, with the 1st Brigade when he met two former POWs who
had been interned at Lake Wabaunsee. The officer, Colonel Ed Hood,
was in a wine shop in Germany when he made the initial contact.
Hood and the German employees at the store had difficulty communicat-
ing. The employees decided to bring the owner, Georg Stanglmeir,
from the back of the shop to help them. The owner spoke such fluent
English that Hood asked Stanglmeir how he had learned to speak Eng-
lish so well. Stanglmeir replied that he had been a prisoner of war
in America during World War II. When Hood inquired into Stanglmeir's
statement, he was amazed to discover that Stanglmeir had been a POU
at Fort Riley. Hood was stationed at Fort Riley, and caonsequently
his chat with Stanglmeir soon blossomed into friendship. Stanglmeir
introduced Hood to one of his friends, Klaus Majer. As Stanglmeir
was well-to-do, Hood suggested that he return to America to tour the

country and visit his old camp. Stanglmeir took him up on the offer

and along with Majer, sales manager for a souvenir selling firm, came
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to the United States in May of 1980.12&

Majer and Stanglmeir, along with their wives, Margaret and Frie-
da, flew to Chicago, rented a car and drove to Kansas. Majer said
of Kansas. "We love this state and the people. It has a wonderful
landscape. Kansas is the best state we've seen yet." They had seen
I1linois, Iowa, and Missauri.125

The POWs had several places they wanted to visit in Kansas.
First, they desired to see the farms and visit the families they had
worked for during the war. Majer went to visit the Lawrence Mertz
family at their farm near Wamego. Majer remembered that Richard
Mertz was a small child who sat on Majer's lap when he worked at
the Mertz farm during the war. Geaorg Stanglmeir was saddened to
find that Ralph Stratton, a 67 vyear old bachelor, was living alone
an the farm. Stanglmeir was so upset by this revelation that he broke
into tears as soon as they left Stratton's farm. He believed that they
had brightened one day of Stratton's life: "Yesterday he was very
happy. It was like old times, family times."126

Stanglmeir and Majer also visited the camps where they had
been interned 1in Kansas. They visited the camp buildings at the en-
trance to Lake Wabaunsee. They also visited Fort Riley during Big
Red One UWeek, and were able to see the annual division review. They
enjoyed seeing Fort Riley again and often pointed out places they
had worked. They visited the cemetery at Fort Riley to take pictures
for the relatives of the deceased. A Fort Riley general insisted on
meeting the former POWs, according to Hood. The POWs were reluctant
to meet the general whom they feared would make boring and banal

remarks. However, Hood gave into the general's pressure and introduced

the ex-POWs to the general. Hood reported that the general was im-
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pressed by the ex-POWs, but they weren't at all impressed with the

general. e’

One former POW's son, Uli Dorn, visited the families his father
had worked for. Uli was working at a German restaurant in New York
City. He was interested in his father's experiences as a WWITI POW,
so he hitchhiked to Alma in 1979, carrying a letter his father had
written in 1547 listing people he had worked for. When he arrived at
the gas station, he met a woman who was the widow of Clarence "Buf-
falo" Frank, who had hauled POWs from Lake Wabaunsee to surrounding
cammunities every day. He was given a ride to Clarence Gnadt's farm.
The Gnadts were surprised to see Dorn because they hadn't heard from
his father in about 30 years, and Uli had sent no notice that he might
be coming. They welcomed Dorn into their home and took him to visit
the families his father had worked for many vyears ag0.128

The German prisgner of war camp at Lake Wabaunsee was an over-
all great success. It helped farmers and the United States government
and provided the POWs a safe and constructive confinement. The Eskridge
Independent discussed the success of the camp:

The problem of using POWs to get work done has been
solved far better than expected. The latitude of their use

and the time they have been used has exceeded expecta-

tions. The number of farmers using them now is amazing.

Very 1likely they will be continued in employment daily

throughout the entire vyear.

bhile no farmer really likes to use them, many are
thankful for their help, and find them an interesting experi-

ence. They are treated with a degree of tolerance and since

our boys have been able to capture them, the task of caring

for them and providing them with a wuseful occupation is

a task qugqhuuld not particularly shy away from or find
abhorrent.

Wabaunsee County farmers had the labor they needed. An average of

60 to 75 farmers used the POWs at Lake Wabaunsee and more used them



51

during harvest time. POWs worked 2,507 days in agriculture in November
1944, The county agent reported that POWs worked 9,715 days in ’IBQS.BIj

The POWs camp was helpful to the war effort. There is an old
saying: "An army moves on its stomach." The American Army and the
civilian population was well supplied with food because American agricul-
ture was able to produce abundant food. The POWs at Lake Wabaunsee
helped farmers sustain or increase production of vital crops, and their

use freed American men for military service. The POW camp was a finan-

cial success; the government received $58,693.31 for the POWs' labor

to help pay food, housing, clothing, and transportation CDStS.131

The Lake Wabaunsee camp provided the POWs adeguate food,
clothing, shelter, and recreational activities. POWs were treated humane-
ly, which influenced many of their perceptions of the United States.
Gustav Kolmel said his attitudes toward Americans improved after his
experiences in Kansas. Although Ernst Kunzel worked for the American
"good and fair

Army for three years in Germany, it was the earlier

treatment" from the Schwalms that made him think well of the United

States. L5

Unlike the Russians and French whose cruelty ta FPOWs engendered
hatred of Germans, the Americans treated the Germans with decency
and kindness. There are only a couple of recorded incidents of disciplin-
ary actian taken at the camp. Maost of the POWs repaid their good treat-

ment by model behavior and by providing hard work to local farmers.

Former POWs have opened their homes and hearts to Americans they

The POW camp at Lake Wabaunsee illustrated that gratitude

133
is the usual response to decent and humane treatment.

worked for.
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e Gl 7332 EISLINGEN/FILS, <0. Marz 1985

Kronprinzstratie 57
Teleton (0716l 88119

Penny Clark

Social Science Office
Emporia State University
Emporia, KS 66801 U.S.A.

Sehr geehrtes Friulein Penny Clark,

Ihr Schreiben habe ich erhalten und habe mich sehr dariber ge-
freut, dass es in Amerika junge Menschen gibt, die sich fiir
unser Schicksal interessieren. Ich michte mich jedoch an erster
otelle entschuldigen, dass ich Jjetzt erst antworte. Es war

mir leider nicht moglich aus geschéftlichen Griinden dies friiher
Zn bun .

Ich hoffe, dass das Schreiben noch rechtzeitig ankommt, damit
Sie es mit den anderen Unterlagen verarbeliten konnen.

Ich habe mir erlaubt zu Ihrem Fragebogen noch einen Zusatzbopgen
auszufertigen um Ihnen so gut wie moglich zu antworten. Sellst-
VEI;tjﬂdlth stehe ich Ihnen zu weiteren Fragen gerne zur Verfigung

Ich habe noch einige Bilder sowchl von Concordia als auch von

Camp Funston und Wabaunsee, in der Hauptsache sind es Gruppenbilder
Die vin Wabaunsee werde ich reproduzieren lassen und IThnen nach-
schicken. Belm Betrachten der Bilder vergessen Sie bitte nicht
dabei, dass inzwischen 40 Jahre vergangen sind.

Ich wiinsche Ihnen fiir Ihr Studium und bsonders fiir Thre Promotion
alles erdenklich Gute. Es wirde mich freuen, wenn mein kleiner
Beitrag etwas dazu beigetragen hatte.

Mit freundlichen Griissen

Hleas fivy
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Mannheim, 18. 11. 1984

dehr geehrtes Fr&dulein Clark!

Schonen Dank fiir Ihr Schreiben vom 23. Okt. 1984.
DJa gich mein Wohnsitz ge&dndert hat, errcichte mich

die Post erst am 15.11.84.

Gerne bin ich bereit, Ihrem Wunsche nachzukommen und
fiille Thnen die Fragebogen aus. 2 1/2 Jahre Gefangen-
gchaft in Amerika kann man aber in so kurzen S&tzen
nicht schildern. Sollten Sie an mehr Information
interessiert sein, komme ich Ihrem Wunsche gerne nach.

Zu meiner Person: Mit nahezu 23 Jahren kam ich in Afrika
in Gefangenschaft. Heute bin ich 64 Jahre alt, habe Familie
und ein Zweifamilienhaus.

Ich hoffe, Ihnen mit meinen kurzen Ausfiibrungen geholfen
zu haben und verbleibe mit den besten Wiinschen

Il (me?tw W

inlage
3ilder wie gewiinscht
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5ehr geehrte Frau Clark,

iber den Unfall zur Frage 1 weis ich persiihnlich nur,da’

es. hei einem Hochsilo passiert ist.

Ich wuste es war gefidhrlich aber ich und zwei andere Gefangene
haben beim Herrn Schwafngauch das Hochsilo ngebaut.Es war auch
ein Spezialist von der Firma dabei die dgd 5ilo 1i

Fs war auch Jjedem freigestellt oh er in dieser HOhe ar
wollte, wenn man nicht schwindelfrei war hrauchte man diese

Arbeit nicht machen.

Zur Frage 2 Arbeit in Topeka

1 2 4

Ja es waren Arheitskomandos in einer Autofabrik in Tapek:

|-
Die habhen spoviel ich errinnern kann Motoren zusammenoebaut
und verschiedene Arbeiten gemacht.

Das waren immer die gleichen Minner.

Ich hoffe das ich Ihnen weiterhelfen kann

Mit freundlichen Grilfen
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Klaus Majer February 19, 1985
Platanenweg 47

D-7340 Geislingen/Steige

GERMANY

Dear Penny,
my English is not very good. Hope, You can understand ne.

Enclosed you will find the filled out questionnaire, Hope, I made it
right,

As I know only one POW from Lake Wabaunsee, is buried at Fort Riley.
His name is Wilfried Vogele (on the tombstone he is named Voegali,

I guess). He was, as I know born in Pforzheim near Stuttgart. He died
in a road accident between Alma and the camp. Two tréicks collided.

I kelieve one driver was Joe Diehl, living at Alma, Ks.

Ed Hood told You from our meetings. This is correct. Whats the name
and adress of Your friends brother, so I can contact him, if we have
another meeting,

So long

-

W evons
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20. Beschreibung Ihrer Freilassung und der RlUcktransportierung nach
Europa:

Am 30. November 1945 wurde die Arbeitl im Seitenlarer
TWabauncee eingestell . g
nun eine Zeit, von der ich sehr wenig LeTJPhL*% kann.
AT O, Deremper. 194 ]:iR5 133
ich kann nicht sagen wthn, in 1r9end ein Lag er. Nun begann

im Lager ankamon war ein Dr nqrarenL uLer dem hlnpanc mit

o -k .- 4 ' 5 L i -
Wir wuorden alle nach dem ABC verLeilt. deder'war nun fiir

die fch7elb‘tube hiur wurde nach verschiedenen Regeln
pearbeitet. Han ;uvne! "Spitze mir bitte meinen/ Stift"

kin Gefungener durfte ﬂth s besitzen, wehe wenn einer

gein Taschenmesser heraus nahm, um ZEXERXXZER den Stift

z2u spitzeni

Dann wurder die Gefangenen entlassen. Immer gingen Transporte
ab, aber ich war nicht dabei, ‘Als das Luager ziemlich leer war,
mufiten wir einen Lehrgang zur Demokratie mitmachen., ¥¥ Spiter
stellte sieh heraus, dall diejenigen, die entlassen wurdern,
ihre Heimat guar nicht sahen, sie kamen nach England und Frank-
reich ins Kohlenbergwerk. Ich weiis von einem Kameraden, dafi
die ¥%¥a Franzosen gralllich waren,

Wir kamen roch in zwei oder drei Lager, zulet2zt in ein Luger
in der Nihe von Dover, Dort sagie uns ein amerikanischer
Offizier, dali wir die ersten sind, die heim kommen,

Am 14, M#rz 1946 scapte er in 4 Wochen seid ihr zu Hause

Ami 14. Arri. 1946 traf ich in meinem Heimatort ein, der

Ort warzu 68 % zerctidrt. '
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EDERATION INTERNATIONALE DES ANCIENS PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

GATION GENERALE
rue Copernic

PPARIS CEDEX 16 PARIS, Le 11 Décembre 1984
[16-1) 553.48.92

®
fSIDEN CE
venue de Stalingrad
X E L L. E S Miss Penny CLARK
(19.32-2) 511.38.80 Empo)l/éa State beévmdy
(19-32-84) 45.54.44 et 45 1200 COMMERCIAL
® EMPORIA, KANSAS 66801

ATION GENERALE

27472

Madame.,

Votrne Lettre du 15 Novembre adnessée a M. Louds
BEAUDOIN, aujounrd'hui décédé, vient de me parvenir.
oSS s, eidsse Lows ook, STCE TR ok W AGee <
as frosmaiant, 4o agokhe ﬂk'%vmud} r-uu oxruonr derenus amns aes
a T Lo o™
A o Uk YOUA COVARL 1720 do veus adnessen an PAlsiadernt

guere mondiate, i<
de. notne Fodénation

AfLemande dont vous thouvencz L adnesse oi

duA ous :

W, Bermen KLESSUING
Vernband dex Heamkehrnen
53 BONN BAD GODESBERG
KONSTANTINE STRASSE 17
R.F.A.

En souhaitant un résultat favorable a votre
démanche, et une grande néussite pour L'achlvement de vos travaux,

Je vous prie de croine, Madame, a £'expression de
mes salutations Les meilleunes.

J acques GOUJAT
Secnétaine Genénal




Deutsche Dienststelle

fir die Benachrichtigung der ndchsien Angehérigen
von Gefallenen der ehemaligen deutschen Wehrmacht

Deutsche Dienststelie (WASt), Eichborndamm 1687, D-1000 Berlin 51

BERLIN

Frav

Penny Clark

¢/o Social Science Office
Emporia State University

Emporia, KS 66801

USA
Geschiftazeichen: Ref ° I I I | Fernruf: (030) 41904 ... 153 {hr Schreiben vom / Aktenzeichen: Datum
RL/Kgf.D 360 Intern: 9858... 27.2.1985 14.3.1985
| Telex: 183798 Sen d

Sehr geehrte Frou Clark!

Auf Ihre Anfrage vom 27.2.1985 missen wir Ihnen leider mitteilen,
daB hier keine Unterlagen Uber das Kriegsgefangenen-Lager Lake

Wabaunsee, Kansas, ermittelt werden konnten.

Auch in den uns von den amerikanischen Behdrden Ubergebenen Lager-~
verzeichnissen ist dieses Lager nicht aufgefiihrt. Wir bedavern,

Ihnen daher die gewiinschte Auskunft nicht geben zu k&nnen.

Zu Ihrer Information bemerken wir noch, daB3 die hier vorhandenen
Kriegsgefangenenunterlagen nach Namen alphabetisch geordnet sind.
Sollten Ihnen die Personalien (Vor- und Zunamen, Geburtsdatum- und
ort) oder die Gefangenennummer von ehemaligen Kriegsgefangenen aus
dem Lager Lake Wabaunsee bekannt sein, widren weitere Nachforschungen

von uns mdéglich.

Mi;ijﬁundlichem Gruf3




68

DEUTSCHES ROTES KREUZ

GENERALSEKRETARIAT
SUCHDIENST MUNGCHEN

ZENTRALE AUSKUNFTS UND DORUMENTATIONSSTELLE

IK-SUCHDIENST INFANTERIESTRASSE 7A 8000 MUNCHEN 40 -1 -y~
” 2 MONGHEN 40 DIREKTION

Emporia State University
Mrs. Penny Clark
1200 Commercial

Emporia, Kansas 66801
USA

UNSER ZEICHEN: TAG:

dir-II-scha-dok 2.4.1985

Betr.: Kriegsgefangenenlager in Kansas

Sehr geehrte Frau Clark,

ich bestdtige den Eingang Ihres Schreibens vom 27. 2.1985 und sende
Ihnen beiliegend die in unserem Archiv vorliegenden Berichte iiber

des Lager Eskridge sowie das Camp Riley.

Hinweisen mochte ich Sie auch auf das 22-bidndige Werk "Zur Geschich-
te der deutschen Kriegsgefangenen', herausgegeben von E, Maschke,
das IThnen aber sicherlich bhekannt sein diirfte; hier finden Sie weitere

Informationen, so z.B. Standortverzeichnisse.

Fir Rickfragen gerne zur Verfiigung stehend, verbleibe ich

Y

;mlt freundlichen G ﬁﬁen/
% Emanue1£W1ttek

Direktor

“ Anlagen



’ NCHVIRLE NN C T 5300 Bonn 2 89,
Fernruf:88:40 8% 0228/ 5G4

| Redaktion < /10
.12.1984 - HGS/Bk
- Chefredakteur - e E /

Mrs.
Penny Clark
Division of Social Science

Emporia Chtate Uriveraitbty

Emporia, Kansag ¢5801 US

Cehr geehrle KFrau Clark,

Ihr Schreiben vom ?. Dezember 1984 an den Prasidenten
des Verbandes der Heimkehrer, Kriegsgefangenen und Ver-
wiBtenangehorisen Deutechlands, lerrn Dr. Volfpeus Lmle,
ist uns von ihm mit der Bitte iiberyieben worden, Ihnen
weiterzuhelfen. Ihre Suche nach ehemaligen deutschen
Kriegsgefangenen, die in Kansas - insbesondere aber in
dem Kriessmefangenenlager "Lake Wabauncee" - interniert
waren, kann von hieraus nur liber eine Anzeige in unserer
Verbandszeitunpg "Der leimkehrer" Erfolg haben. Leider
existiert keine Liste der in den USA oder in anderen
Landern internierten Kriegemefanfenen, so dafl wir nur

aut diecem Were zu =solchen Anschriften melangen konnten.

IFalle Uie sich also, scehr geehrte Frau Clerk, noch efwas
gedulden konnen, werden wir in der Januar-Aucgabe unserer
Zeituner - d4ie am 1., Januar erscheint - eine Anzeige
nach den von lhnen cesuchten ehiemalimen Kriegsgelangenen
einsetzen und =ind sicher, dafl sich daraufhin dieser

cgefrapte 'ersonenkreic bei lhnen direkt melden wird.

Im Ubrigen dirfen wir lhnen mitteilen, dafll diese Anzeige
mit keinerlei Kocten filir Sie verbunden ist, wir Ihnen
vielmehr perne bei Ihrer wissenschaftlichen Untersuchung
helfen wollen.

Mit fnégpdlichen Griilen

~

g _n/’
SHAEEHIE

Schauen
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band der Heimkehrer, Kriegsgefangenen und VermiBtenangehérigen Deutschlands e.V.

. . . Ty Bad Godesber
cocial Science COffice ’ 9
Emporia State Universit) Hauptgeschaftsstelle
z.lld. Herrn Clark N
o600 Commercisl Rechtsabteilun
znporia Kansas €6801

BB, L.

wta/la - I - R - Telefon 0228 /36 4097

Ihr Schreiben vom £4.1.1985 Konstantinstr. 17, 5300 Bonn 2

dsn P2.5.71965
Sehr geehrter Herr Clark,

ferr Kiel3ling bedankt sich fiir Ihr Schreiben und hat mich gebeten,

Ihnen zu antworten.

Ler Verband der Heimkehrer besitzt leider kein lioteriel iUber die
deutschen Kriegsgeflfangenenlaper in den U.S.i.
Ich kann Ihnen nur einige Hinweise geben, die Ilinen eventuell welte:

nelfen.

L5 existiert eine Bandreihe zur Geschichte der Deutschen Kriegs-=
refangenen des Zweiten Weltkrieges. Im Band X/1 werden die Kriegs=
refangenenlager in den USA behandelt. Ler Name Eskridge wird auch
dabei erwdhnt. Dieses Biuch lafit sich eventuell auch in amerikanische
Bibliotheken finden. Institutionen, die sich mit deutschen Kriegs=
prefangenenlaegern in den U.S. a. beschaftigt haben und lhnen mog=
licherweise auch Material zusenden konnen, sind das Deutsche Rote

!

Kreuz, Infenteriestr. /7, OO0 IMinchen “13.

Ich sende eine Fotokopie Ihres dcechreivens dorthin mit der Bitte,
sich mit Thnen in Verbindung zu setzen.

Line andere Institution ist die Young len's Christien Association.

Ich hoffe, Ihnen damit etwas gchelfen zu haben.

I1it freundlichen Grif3en

= 7y
[ Q'%T]rabFuQ_a (/143*0 Ly

Katharina Staats



APPENDIX C:

NEWSPAPER OF RETURNING POWS ON THE US5 FREDERICK
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CHTEN: Die Funkstollo dor S5

: 1CK noldot: FRANWFURT a,Me: In dor ano-
linischag wic ouclisehon Zono Doutd

tnds vund Quutorrolchs wurdun looo Hac-
hror oinor ub or‘,‘miaiurtcuiu;}n Bx rundbowogung;  zur Wiederaufrichitung
htionmaozau_'ﬁma vorhaftet, S1 11 boreits vor Mol 19%%5 poreboitot hine

& Vi "'Ux}?&i}f L da8a it dioeoy “Vorhaftung ihre Arbolt wnterbunden ict,
‘ P jﬁt Tapgpan xbuux:!lﬁu. t bn an Sonnobond von Enzvin oostlich

y {}0 @ebirgdpacsss, wol | Hafor Poblovi anm Ensp.Meor fuohron. Knz-
hl ohnr.mtc.o Hauptquartior do gaton Arcoo, ccholnt fast gaonzlich geraount
i1s0 sind dor Ansicht, dass Amorika und
untor don Nationon und don Goist dor
inden s8io dio Dohandlung dor russisch-
s"Wo dritischo Truppen in Griochonland,
I;'!\k und Palnogtina stchen und Ancrika

; das Priuzm dor Gloicbburochti
#tlinion dos Londonor Ratos vory of¥
{schen Frane zu oinor Zoit for:%

mtam, Icdonosion, dor Lovanto,*

m in Chinn, Ialmd und ander trtioniort hat, :
N _-,.:Dlz nnxrx STUNDBH]
e 2
2 m‘ lo. 8!0 u&ton. \:lpbton ntorbrechon, und dns neben don Tisch,

£ don !.ch schroidon solltce Das: n,y;ul- droohntu, dle Toeno atoulnton, uid
480 Norvon nachtin so kloino, reigeadq Bpruonso, wio e boi volchon
tdanlnngen Kunet,-onyogscn Ador Fall: ¥y suin pflogt, Ale ich nnch drol Nf ///7/\
fmdon oinnal bouchsidan rusufracan vorpuchto, ob nieht violicicht oi- v/ ¥
mun Rausq angodracht 894, lrn‘m jfo orntnunt guruvock: "Warun?" . ‘-'
19\”% 14 ucbon", "Usboent antwortotongoio,
T ron ﬂth"."C“m'.u trual Tan, a ot lall os euf Diiivir das Vori plol/ YVon
hepicl i€t nicht pebr viol =it 8agon. Ein Anorikn.nur 8oLl auschliocssond?kunst~
ndiverstaondl,s geacussort habun, in Wottkampr zwischen KQavier und Akkordion
otto der Xlavicrspilolor nit 752 Anschlaogen in dor Minuto gogonucbor den
ReYer Ao Yer pun "\“\6 Anesllnoro oluwwidfrel vern goloson, Doch dr Zonith,
llodnatstndt des anorikanischan Urbuorgoras Babitt, soll oo aino Gtonotypi-
3 pobon, div e6 noch schnollor kann. Trotzdenm - dor Voos und dor Spatechock -
{8t schon was ran, Und dann dio Tonooro dor Projstranoser. Wio dio das hoho

n Lindon" zun Toufol cormyen, stand ich mit Holzapfol's woicher Stimio ¢o-

o =% -3 —, radozu unter oinor Linden-Fatarorguna, Und dann Konotnatinow
- \\—7\\“) ven der 3erlinor Staantconar, der dio Loitung des Abcnds hatto,
o0 P e i, was koo auo 3erlin Schlochtos kormen, Bel denm Hundwerle,

e ah

ASer ich will enfhoeren, Sonst fancce ieh nan zu loben, Und drnn
wird o6 ecrnst, Und Ernst 1s8d konisch. Und konlsch war dor wi-

“und viol herwwoscrte, Und das wollen wir doch nicht, Oder huw-
> ben wir dns hicer in Tintonfisch echon zu viol getman? Ich ;ltu:-
Yosrnat]

DR HUMMER,

3 Knopt'n- Puvosel ,:elit nit den Schiffshund, oinon klcinon wolsson

Epitz, ucbor don Manburser Fischnackt, W chrond er sich untor-

hnn‘lt, stoobert Jdor Mund in don Fiochkoprbgn, Plootzlich Jault

dor Kooter auf, Ein rinui, or Murmmor, mindostems € Kilo schwer,
VA oo\ het soino Schoron in das HMintertedl dos Mundos gogschlegon, Dio

'J,dlnlrt,o Kroatur fluochtot spornstroichs in Richtung Schiff, Avngotlich ruft

Ma Fisehfrau, dio hron Harner ontechwindon siohts "Man to, Knopt'n, fiouton

fo doch oron Kootor troochl® Und vorgwost prinot Puvogely "Ick schiot DY wat,

Mleut Du doch 2ton Mumnor!?

ce v e

SOAKTIONSILE NOTIZ: Un dor stoi;ondon Nachfrmyso, dio trotz sopennannter und lel-

or bekamt cowerdonor "Abrochnunss,cospraocho” stpondi: wnnchot, zu begogrnon, Lot

Ao Auflaso des"Stunkfinchos " auf lovo Exuiplaro orhooht worden, Wor trotzdon

!rrcr noch éioeon Dlaottchon ornst nimmt, kann nicht orwarton, von uns ornst ;o-
oon tu woerdon,

-

v verneidliche Lulu (Lohwassor), dor Hang Mosur aus dor Toufe hod,
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it nicht jung, sie ist nicht alt 93

Iit:Yed Gott nicht kafserlich

das Victory-Gesicht
fur ein Zehn-Tage-Kind

piger, dor ihr Vator war.
if-1n’ Schwoiss und Schimiuon

 fredorick hoisst I‘riad.orich ¥
dal ist wio Johana - -

fthon niomals auf don Striéh
kommen ‘gut voran

flcaern hinton, dionorn vorn
lobon thibdn Ursch -

lanc.hmal bricht der Gootter 2o

3 BORDEREIGFISSE.

vommum Boim Fruohstuack stand or vor mir, Ungoduldig trat or von oi-
Mn auf drs andoro. Er orwartoto otwo. Violloicht woil Sonntag war?! - Er

mn Flolschausgobor, Kurzo ¥niobougo, raschor Blick nach obon, cnttaouschtos
tht, Aha, don kennt or nicht, Denn dio Milchsuppo, Kurzo Kniobouge, raschor

Itk nach obon, onttaocuschtos Gosicht): Wiodor Fohlanzoigo, Nur Normalschleg.-
stsgabo, lotzto Hoffnung, Kniobougo, reschor Blick, und.... sonnigos Laccholn
rachwénglicho Froudo (otwa Muttis Lno?holn, wonn sio ihn zun orston Mal wio-
oht). PArthur® ruft or, "altos Hmus, ofnon wundorschoonon Cuton Morgon}”
inr“nickt blose, Droi Schoibon normn},’Bostusrsung, gradozu Erschuottorung, .
Wwrlaouft dic.Zuoge, Dioc Somno gcht mtor, :Und im Tono tiofst.or Vcn-pchtung Vor-
ot ora ®Der Arthur ist ~uch koin Xnnornd nolu'l'

SORDGESPRAECITE L S W

AA0GE:  Yor dor Karta io Spot sosm&»ﬁoﬁcol‘\ zwel am Schiffskure herum, "Wir.
Jur‘aLSQ i oret: Boordl i chen murs hondiman, voretohét Du? An dor Now-England- “
asto hoch, unter Groemlrnd vorbel, wund demn 1n Bogen muf Irland zu,' "Ach so,
W Irland zu, rbor warun oigzontlich dor Jogzon!® ‘"Na, Monsch, donk! doch mal
~uh, dlo Trdo 1st doch'no Kugel. auf'nor Kugel 18t doch'n Bogan dio kuerzostc
cko,® ®50, moinst Dul Abor, wonn wir suf Irland lozfnbron, das knui doch nich,
:kucrzeotos Wog uech Frenmkroich soin.” "Das 1st doch bloss dor Kurs, Du Dussol.
Mschon Irland und Zngland kaan nan ja durc.hfahron. da 18t doch Wassor, Und
b kc:u:on wir unton wiodor reud, und da gloich links et doch !‘renkroich.

TIH'I!XHSCH MELILT: Uobor das Hoorosloncbton ‘bostohan vorschiodono !hoor!.on.
vissanschaftlichon Lroisen nof{gt men nouordings zu dor Ansicht Prof, Dr, Dr.’
ilian Gruondlichs, Hach diosor handolt os sich un phosphorgssierondo und
fwrosziorondo Schuppea, welcho fio Lotornonfischo sus dor Fanilie der Zittor-

chen in Kerrof nit Saogofischon vorlioran,. Goraton dioao Wassorgluchwuormchon -
4 durch Dux- odor Schranb:mvnsa or in Dowoglmg, louchton.sio in Mond~ odor
lormanlicht holl auf,

%t Irofschornstoincampfar, or wns haut,u sfruch in 5 annwckbor(' pessierto,
4o *Quoon Mary®, -

Mmmwc:zsu 31,3.46, ﬂxms oS apmo" 2.k, ue '-a.x MOVIE.
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ru ischo, doutecho M\L nnv-dzni tung,

xrnto h‘oio. logalo,

{ .‘“‘d producod by roturning Prtsofors of War for Pricouoy o1 War
Y+ € . ) ¥
1 Donndretey, Ars €1, 306

ﬂn]dnn NIW YOIXK: Dor He Luchin“tor
o8 Sichorhoitarptos, noudom weln
iril zu vnrtw:un, mit "’ T ¢ Vel il
fminton fuor don Vorool legr, 1o o ah.
altor, MWQO M. Bali I 2 N0 noly ma don wolterer Jerantdo
@8 todlsunchoan odor aych nur:anwg . 8oin, Bolno Mwdlun;uswoluc wul) don
fiton A.nvnhungsn nus Moskau oatoprochon."{ ‘hor “polnischo Dologlerte pezoelenrona
Wi Nadennhmo als 0ing Abwosonhioit und night els ondguolti; oo Vorlrs :a o3 & oh-
Witsrotos, ¥aohrand or dio russischo | ungcewoleo vortoldiste, wrintiiy oo
U¥len don Bitxuncon woltor boiwohnan wuordo, NEW YORE: Dor Staateuch obwr
4 gagto houto, dass dio UNO in don Xinforachulion ale Opfor ihror J.fec Mty
m wuerdo, wonu 840 élch woigortoe, die Klagen dor kloinon Natlonen na-ioco-.
2 mwt Ein Boantor dee fruchoron Aupwacrtigun Amton orkloo=to Lunia oo
# fuar Bidbuntrop, dor fruchoro Aussunminisfor sei curch -don Fuuhiror o, i’
% wd dofurch zu soinom willeploson Wark vug (’bnpcht. wordon, WASIIGMLe T
illexport Bacto, 410 Knapphoit an Bokloh.pn('nnuockun wuorde orat in 3 bu.s -
:boho¥on sein. Darnufhin orklaorto ein S tor protostivrond, dass dne Anusie
e Volk cickht toch 80 lange nacl:ond 1lnufon kcenno,

GARDIU NP‘IEDIGT

iy abend wurdo t:nkvmntt (\mbun, d:\ll Mo, Rachzuoiler nichta mohr zu cuden L.»-

2, 1 cinor Ecko orhod sich daraufhin, iro Dobatto, wnrum donn dio, “rach.. ..

ar? Xein Hsson mohr dakonmen s411tan ey Gamchichto Tl s R

Ll Futturauge by -lintdoe- 169 doyTolf1kah, abor night berochtiy t-z -

St fuenf Juhren Erive und Gotnipanschaft sind wir sichor 1o ﬁ 3

miode gowordon, \'mlq kloino puossoro Rapfindvarkoiton muos- -}
l

"4 : Dio Funkstollae dor 8§ rxmm:m
lmot vnson vyrlioss heuto Wty su:uns
(ilngy dlo iranischo Yrage bu'tm 10, *
‘wordan warg ¥ur Ruseland’tind Polan

s nufrogodan wordon, nur oino rosce Bmfindlichkoit nichty die
angekreft dos Herzons und dor Sinno, Traophoit dos Horzons 1ot
889 U.\C;:,;fi::lll;’?.ko'.t, Mo s2hotalar Allen loieht hnalit Ung
Wt aber macht olo wmbrauchlar wlo oinon blindon fHptogol. Und | ‘ 3
’v!er Futt.renset tot.oe ohunso. Ein Dichtor dor Zoeit nnch 1914 | \ “L %
tp "Xret kvrnt dno Frosson, &y kormt dio Morall® Trotzdom, | .
Fitcht mit Anstand hungorn kmm, wird in dor selt oinom Jihr hun('orndrn ]uj-
mekt nur efno trauri;o ¥Fijur machon, sondorn ontwoder zrum Worolaroror wor-
te'or vorkeroon, Schisbor und Erfolgejnogor gibg ¢o jmmar in Notzoliton, sic
fauf Drent" und wordon- {mmor satt, nur eobald dio Vorhaoltuloso sich boasorn,
Yidluehtern elch thro-Chancon, Man sah #io in solchen Zoiton p;glogontlich

dor Schwediccl.on Oardinan vorschwinden,

s © DIZ INTEL KLEIB-POPO, :
i
Sc??.\ In Afrika ~ibt g¢s wenig Haofen, Dia Schiffe ladon und leocchon
& 3\:}‘}'\ anf Looda nit Brandungsbdooten, In Drenduhgsboot wird man nsan,
RN

4 ny;cgon holfun grosph Drandungsschirno« = Eaoptin Puvogol liogt
~sd) ) nit soinam Schiff an cor Goldkucsto auf Roodo, ‘Konsul Riczmo.s
E o samdot oino Eicladung rur Soirce, Dns Aiplomatidche Korps, ¢ie
obd , |- Orosskauflouto, dio cinflusoroichon Pflanzor eind goladon.Kaopt'n
Puvogol ernc.hoint ale lotztor, In voollip du.mhnmnuton Tropon~
anzuc, Dio Drmo dos Jlnusos bogrussst{ ihn erstrunty ¥Abor Horr Ke-
~‘pitacn, hadaon Sio dunn koinag Drandwgsschim(® Und droohnend or-
" klaert dor Enopt'n uvo,sor dor 1lluatron Gosoilochafts "Bunonl],
I DProe heff fck )mtt. Obor mino Horrn Offizioro kxormon umor bo-
scpon voa land trucch und -vergseoton o Schtmors” an L'md, Do oono
utuiht in Kloin-3"opo, do twooto in )ornm\d»—;‘o, ¢o dritto 1a
Lirpopo J In Mors nind so allo droo |
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AT
et

) ; N JCDAXTIONFLIE KOTIZ:

i‘S‘yL.; 1‘10 owiyon Trujponultsor worden geboten, in Zukunft eacatlicho
T\" I~ » Stufon ru bosotron, Canit man suf thren Koopfon bosoor vand o
3 :\T =7 pohmer Bimmtor- und hineutstodyron kann, Und mooglichet wolcho

Yn vitte! Fy soht stch leguouer! Doch nleht ra wolchio, dn Rutschyatnhad
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Caa;agp,EVGrett Newcomb

ﬁastcr B/b Frederick Victory

_3; All Bulp. Officers aopreoiate the good
HENEy = N
beha ior of tng Prlaoneru of War and feel thnt

you have conducted yourselvea in a proper manner

“.and wish you all goodnfoftﬁné.

e
Gl LS

C1e q~man,55n write a betta% .
‘ stqry, prguqn a beﬁper eermonvvu ¥
or huild'a beﬁtéfﬂméﬁéetrép}fﬁ
than his 5e15hbor; even though
he builds his hoiise 1n the woods,
tho world wlll make a deaten
path to his dobks: T %
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4 FdGil: Transncert Comuander

5 g vr s

, 4 TO t ALl .EOI"S
S bar, You nov arc nearing the snd of'ycur BuL VOyage ana

= will soon zutzr on the lest lap of youw journey overland

-+ .to your hcuace. To you I eay in all sinccerity that I am

~ .. happy to navo-tween your Jo.aunndlag Offlcer on tnls voyage.
~Your cociduct nas bewn excsll-nt. Your cocperation. has been

. " 8pleindla, «nd ftor this I 24 truly gratoful., For tho future.
- .. I'wish =11 of you euccese ia your el{forts and tho bast of
R luck, auf Wizdersehn und Gott seync Sle.

e
e

Y - ; wILLIAM il. BaUZR

B o8 ' Captain T.Ce ]

R Transport Comnandor

i ; S8/8 Frad.rick Victory



§r stebt auf eines Schiffes Zinnen

Tnd schaut besorgt von dort nach Innen
(ans tief in seiner Socele Kummer

Jud spuort, or hat noch {mmor Hungor,
Jast stoht or Handstand echon ‘an Bord
¥ haolt den Sovomannsgang - Bekord,

jr blickt mit Augen kal t und hart, —~f/
' Is fchlt nur noch dor Backonbart, )
fost in dor Wogon Sturmgodraus, o 7
Ir konut eich xit don Windon auo T
24 spuort in threm Untorton

dach thro rechto Staorko schon,

Als fuohr or hundort Jalr zur Soe
Spricht or von Knoton, Luv und Loo.
Ir fuohlt sich soo- urd wottorfost, -~ _;-.
Uad lnochclnd dlickt or auf don Rost,
Dor upton in der Kojen llogt .

 nd 8ich vor. Magsonschmorzon biogt.

Foin, or iet stark und dloibt oin Mnun,
Jur, st{oht man ihn sich nachor an,

Ist scin Gosicht auch roichlich voichjf'

97

Kit Farbon blau und gruenlich-dloich
Jodoch ¢r haelt sich soommnnestark, .. _ - b, O ; -
2ain or etammt nus dor Uckermark, 3 [ N :
DORXRDERE 1 o B1658~ R ﬂ;ﬁ'ﬁ,ﬂ\&ﬂ'f'c‘i’
ostorn macht stehe ich an Dock, gnns vorn am Bug, und doogo vo vor mich hin, Es
{8t echr dunkol, Hin und wioder tnnpt eich oine veruchwommone Gestalt tnstond -
durch dio Dunkulhoit, Ploctzlich haolt sich jonayd nn mir fost, "Du", wisport ol-
no Stimmo ncngstlich aus dor Dunkolhoit "Du", bist du hior dor Plntzmvoluor." :
Gestern in dor Messhallet Knpitonon Bauer ornc.hoint pit soinom Esugnochirr, otellt
#ich Yot dor irmer langon Schlange hinten hn, achigdt eich nit thr lengsan vor,

e:’pfnonr‘t scin POW-Esson, looffolt os’ lf\muton dor POV'e in nller Ruhg nus,otollt
gich dnen doi deor zwolton Schlanioe, dloczun Abwnschon anrotroton {st, wiodorun

wm‘vvwmwwwwu&wmw“-"“"-
A8 o ~
Clino sich vorzudriem:ola, or uns 00 0 uvborrundo arn 11 Cht Y8l e 0n Y= ot

doch in dor Goduld und in dor Haltung.* ©

Dor POW-Mossoffizior fuehlt sich von Sc)\uld dolndon, Er hnt don oinon odor don
naforon Enzoraden in Ausucbung suinor Antopflicht rmh angofehron, Er bittot in-
stnondiget wm Verzoihung, donn or noint 08 nicht so, wio or os panchmal autzu~

g-rechen oflest.

BORDGESPRALOHE

It der Moeshall stohon rwol Mana vor der Kerto und bosprechun den Kurs dos Schif-
f0s, "Hactt ich nlo godncht, son grossen Bogod bloss woson der Horingsechwnerno,
Do zuss man doch veralchten koonnen!”, Meint dor andoro: Ja, wolsut du, gohen
tnot dns schen, ator “lio Schlffu(:oschuo'.zo 8ind Jo nbmontlort.® :

IR TINTHN)'I SCH MELDET:

fur Beroicherung dor Koot sollon olnlbo Tons Harinso an llorrl j-onomnon wordon,
Dhzu worden otwa fuonfzig guschickto Louto gobrauchit, Oulzawy, Seoctiofol, Suod-
w¥ostor unt Schaufoln wordon ven der Schiffslottwy; gootellt, Auch Nichtschwiruer
koennen sich peldon,  da orn boin Einochmifeln boquon ouf don Huringeochwaorron
ste!mg\ kann, Moldung dis Frolteg 12'00 Uhr beim Spokosnnn,
seve . b

Filovorfuchrunsont 283,46, 'vm.m ucm." 29.3,46, "SHE WENT TO TIE BACES"
Btasdort dor 55 FREIGRICK VICTONY houte 1200 Uhr 150 330 u/390 17! w
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14 - it ¢ < | g v v ol L) B = £ 3 -JiU
] |
~ INDIVIDUAL DATE |y E A
FING AND ZQUIPMENT B, ﬁ —
N
RECORD 0. TN R
SIZE ISsu'th TRNED IN
, ieist Web 1 /1. &
flool Knit 1 "1y A
or Mackingsw 1 1/
rs, Cotton Shiorts s | 3L |2 /
5ol 2 | 762
5, Leether Hesvy 1 /
25, Wool, OD 1 7
werchief, Cotton P 2
, Field or Blue Denim 4 / 7
#t, Blue Denim P 1
gs, Canves Dismourtedq / 7/
tet , viool (D T / 7
$hoes, +rtic 1 / Vi
w08t , Discounted 1 %_{_’ /
%, Cottor » Khex 2 2,1 z
Wool 0D f
Service 2 AP} &
Cotton, Tan 2 -
wool Light > K /
sers, Blue Denim 5 | 3 7
bsers, Cotten, Kheki / /
users, Viocl ObD 2 %
ershirts, Cotton 2 : 7K
ershirts, ‘ool 2 ] /b 3
2, borrack ' 5 o 1%,
ret , Wiool OD o 7 /
sh, Sheving 5 Y
Tooth 1 / 1 &
N, ect 1 / l] /
- 1 YA
gorter, Cotton rilled 1 /1)
%ff 1 L] /
qor, o8 fetvy 1 /J,/
g*‘- 1 AT /
~mel, Bath 1 /e N\
, steel 1 / /
fwver , :lattress 2 2111 L
dttross, Cotton 3 / [
illowceses o 7
llow, retether 1 / /
1
i F
{ N
4 T
T
? ,_r.
: %
WD., 2.G,0. Form No.32, Feb. 24, 1942  LAST NAYMS -+ FIRST NAME = MI.
dified, Fort Riley, "wnsas, Int.Camp 4 a2 > ha T

99



IMMUNILATTUN REGDDIER®

LAST NAME FIRST NAME ARMY SERIAL
lia jer, Klaus 7-WG-14544 |
GRADE COMPANY |REGT.OR sTAFP cunl| v mce

SMALLPOX VACCINE

DATE TYPE OF REACYION® MED. OFFICER?

2
N
BN

TRIPLE TYPHOID VACCINE

DATES OF ADMINISTRATION

SERIES 15T DOSE

Al

gal. 8.0 (GAE » B
TETANUS TOXOID

JNITIAL VACCINATION STIMULATING DUSES
MED, OFF, DATE MED. OFY!

st dose ([T €M) o | s 1ok P4
2d doe.|[4///43| €T )
3d dose. '/3._2[9 V\\% e

YELLOW FEVER VACCINE

DATE LOT Mo, AMOUNT MED. OFF.}

lst ...

L2 Lot DATE e AMOUNT | MED. OFF 2
Wﬂﬁ -i5-5] 2N 3D |1 e | @
ogpfery 1p%. 001946 .| 22c..| 2%
______ U R TR T 2%

5y
—Ce 1, NMills J;LI.,--I(& é/og_'x,"lnl.yc.,

16203031



B: THe Kurse dey Voo
CD!!, Wi der 14l

el sty hes Burp T
A 'ﬂﬂ!""hgt 2 ] ial
sommen. sl e

igros av! Torpwd dor
darlbher im  Kleten
goeaese pojitiadis b
sater dean  dewtsches
s U E A sd boves

wordem

Projell O
wrif, Jdad on-
vd snd Zrinly

Heteraun.
Lnmmmgnyr it
rrlanes wory
e .llul&
wanpdealanges
pahion  mowre
Tiste b Wi
sned niprne i,
h‘n Jeramabia
e freion e
LA E""‘“
fitirrmdiiial
Die Kurse sol-
} Tage danern,
wwmiagen wed
weylrvena
man deatadien
o enghingiich
'I don Ver
pan 4ol Lme.
Jaehhiloise  wnd

i d=utihe
pd internslienale
eziels um den
Yergividhamayg
grben, s rum
gher die lape
| Volhes awiuir
Yerelandais
ragen d0p Well-
g srworken fhe
snilrilgae  legt
jmden vou fieres Hews W
lewor s Soriswumgen ulie T
pedi it Fea mpr un!
i den dertigen Lakeganes
so viaches Wideiha'l g
. Des Lager bl 1ot

ginis.

r 1848 Pewnmr begin
E4fl paE zies Frage e
¢ Wee woll Golegenbeit #r-
den Kyrwes tellsawehmen?
prtang dlesar Fisge Wl o

g Al c:_i':.-v_éo Jedew Lanr

1

-s

Ad S T B AT

Wikerws shar g smiribaniples Sdnlumprbzges tir Evimby Kodgiew
dov devisches O Pinitnhiant duvch dhe [ehsgrmguirinpbmer stos 2ol
Bisher wmmdi adw waniger sabrbaownt D Lapde cusenfilien 5. absshdipn b
der wodll e Jori Laptin abyydplieern [ebogiunge als [ 4/ PR

i allerepaine Tlnie  dis b -
H"‘ T4l "‘J'I¥.?‘E (5] ‘r‘t rn For
sratundigen | ! p P a
Veogeripenhon tﬁ:#’ m dell ek

erew alae Tae b she Frovhost wiheshes QI
wel, S0 owiey L sy o Sted vow
slinrwakiion We  smaam sy asrrnpen,
de Answorhiag der ollprgrawibvis
guter Aufubht ameri-
dusebpufuhrew,

[F2al

& Viagehigon
anm her

m'v fTre

emiges Wahes sad die Gy W)
Eewprgeleapeers ssagewakll, die dord

Fori Rastie wesdes. Am Sl L
wrdeey dowr te Ml mnd-
e eud doutadhs “disleizh wah Forr

Fasts Uheer sad alammi woch s dereelben
Mechit die us Tit nad Swslle arfoedili
dhen Vorarbwitrn sal

€ Jeswag bis & April 1FiN. Dt
Labriutetel bat beguasad{ih 1008 Mawn
werdes wiamsl sm Vormifing snd s
mal am Neluntiug dem crl=ng  bw
,wl!u- La‘t’v}hm seasmmenprlafit,

SRS P 7 i W .

T AL BoA QIR R ARREGAAR WA

umgent bn Fo Kearwey, T Grig wd e Woather
whein b pusshin

B B N SEF WY BTN WSS .

peerdot wt, Map dr Mo Lot Fume

1and

Mgreds Arnlel 4 sva Yerbaznt wi

e L:h‘ i

vt jolon Worlpeg whrded Ve Dilkue
!'er"l.' e ’Q} m bees 'm Aaivn g
halvey, - Sdhaliave a
umirr Amw phe amrrbani=hirn
whz dvw s Blaee
Ary in dew Verleggre tioboe frex divhu-
timpers pelien Serwree ot am
emin Tep, Viele haltea taher
ther poliviashn Problume gat e Goe
daehen pravedt Masds twer wer weie

rimhice  piBnubed, wedl

ce e desm guniem Thnteriehe
men den Verpah winer pro-
o gt Ve Smete
jomg” szb, wod wicler an.
dire Lo sien steh ahorr de
rin prmohara dall m Uber.
}1\»'«0 a aftdun wair cm l--'-
b levie Ausapenibr goli Ui
pliew piciiisy S unhi s frs
Winier Nye s ,}‘:lfil‘"u'g @

»y wre byuren, e j"fTv;f'k
st R owansg  Mad galipues
dulivr ko an ren 1 RS
ety il mirs Pkt #raas
Julmbiea™ . sapen Tl
sheah, wemm wv dor Hiakas
e 'k’ﬁ W'-!Qn-’_ sl
wibawelibhe Buups she Fovins
e Millient rion fad Lor I

ienaiwnm < -Gurthieodies, w
S ndals, 2 iR w3 e rilpn piry
drittes Tage Belilgy wad ep-
;Nsm;m A e | nsho T oy v,
“an Arpaen jriter grode bosmte
topdeen o Votlrugea
fslt morti wim menfangrr it
Yilmpiupremm, des solle
e wie _Abgubum lan
owin”, Amoribastahe L
menre”, _Dips slebie Kerue™
wid endere swmiad, s
morgpesdidiew Broprediarses
wepdss persdnliche Predivme
bhebamdell, 1o dones don Teil-
pelrmeen 83 weit wlb mogivh
Awshuplt sul Fragem seemiil
sty e M gers posviwer
11 baben wWhicn Anch 4.6
Abexde  wwiden  swsg=fuit
Fioe Bibbiwthed, Shallphl
lenhionierse wwd Yorfubren.
¢ru vou Splatlilman enrgen
e Hle natvendige Matepan
sumg, wud e dap put an' g
viattvien. Kaniiae Lol goider
dia HA“.-.AL"AL wieh fur W0
Pottar mil Wgeen wminzudiy
bea B § vil B4 wueden dim Voie
gingz ta ! Pisalis benghicaon, Invgr
panet JU0N denischin Kerrpagelangenr ha-
bew In 13 Xuresn an ihase el genonised,
Konara wir sehoa doulp dep Biinie heur
teslen! Wahscheinli b ik, :f flare §od
ave Jad vom svike Tagen B vinme Wage.
brury Fally vow srees Eindelidhen vt¢
wmittedl aend die Teilpekune cwam Depken
sngerrgt uad b fhe pofidedaes Inteprsen
g~ ookt woenden j*wlr‘ sox fuen hel das
freswillig besturinl, It das abee wild
sthue eip grofier Mifalpd

T Ty



ler 1045 : DicKurse der Ver-
dule It. Getty und der Puli-
i, Wetherill stehen kurz vor

jusicht genommen. Und dodh
ille Betelligten aut Grund der
ftlolge darliber im Klarcn,
tomal begonnene politische Lir-
theit unter . den deutschen
wgenen in U, 8. A, wuf keinen
mgestellt . werden '
Aty dieser Erkennt- ~
gelangt ein - neuer
tfeife: Das, was in
| Wetherill in klei-
slabe durch zwei-
Kurse  gelelstet
wll nun in allergrofl-’
sge und in viel kiir-
i an anderer Stelle
werden. Langsam
ds neue Projekt Ge-
Jeder weifl, dal ex-
iort wird uand Erfolg
lerfolg von™ der Qua-
¢ vorbereitenden Ar-
shhiingen. Unteraus-
fir die Zuwammen-
desLehrplancs wers
Aldet, und eine ganze
von  stnddenlangen
pizen  zwlschon  ame-
den. Offizieren und
Kricgsgefangenen,
eine edit demokra-
Mmosphiire freien Ge-
wustausches  gekenn-
waren, filhrt schliel-
m Ziel. Die Kurse sol-
sechs (1) Tage dauern,
¢e, Diskussionen wunnd
efihrungen umfassen
Mesmal 2000 deutschen
piefangenen  zuginglich
it werden, In den Vor-
will man sowohl ame-
wdie Verhidltnisse und
imen wie decutsche
uhfe und internationale
ne behundeln, um den
mern  Vergleichsmog-
ilen zu geben,. sie zum
uken (iber die Lage
tigenen Volkes anzure-
id ihr Verstiindnis fir
llen Fragen der Welt-
fibeit zu erwedken. Die
e Gesamtleitung liegt

dr in Hinden von Herrn Henry W.
ann, dessen - Yorlesungen  iber
ahe Geschidhle in Kearney und

terill bei den' dortigen Lehrgangs-
timern 80 .starken Widerhall ge-
tn hatten. Das Lager heifit: Fort
din Virginia.'. ..

iember 1045: Bevor wir begin-
(konnen, mufl noch eine Frage ge-
| werden: Wer soll Gelegenheit er-
w, an den ‘Kursen teilzunchmen?
lfenptw_curtung dieser Frage ist in-
n wichtig, als am Ende jeden Lehr-
# der_ sofortige Rdktransport in dic

alul. Fine Weiterfihrung ist .

in allererster Linie  dicjenigen beriick-
siditigt werden, die es aufl Grundfirer
anstindigen Haltung  und  p hifiddien
Vergongenheit verdient haben, dall sidh
ihnen das Tor in die Freihieit wicder off-
net, So wird in Ft. Kearney ein Stab von
altbewiihrien RW's zusammengezogen,
um _die AuswerBing der allgegenwlirtic
gen  Fragebogen ™ nnter Aufuidit ameri-
ﬁunisdxcr Offiziere durdizufithren. In

8y,

“5d DEMORARTIE -

o Ast nicht nur
T

. Regierungssystem

wenigen Wodien sind die  tiber 20000
Kriegsgcfangeoen ausgewihlt, die durdh
Fort Lustis gehen werden. Am 31. De-
zember siedelt der gesamte amerikani-
sche und deatsdie Schulstab @ach Fort
Eustis iiber und nimmt nodh in derselben
Neadit die an Ort und Stelle erforderli-
dhen Vorarbeiten enf, | :

4 Januasr bis 4 April 1948: Der
Lehrbetrich hat begonnen. Je 1000 Mann
werden einmal am Vormiuuf ond ein-
mal am Nadimittag Yum Vortrag im
rofien Lagertheater  zusammengelafit,
o den_sechs Tagen werden elf ’vc‘-_ra’c‘iuo..

T EUS ) ! -ein Experiment der Demokratie ™

', = Wfih;cnd aber die ameiikhm'—:‘.(frén’ Schulungslager .[Gr deutsche Kricgsgefangene in Ft. Kearney, Ft. Getty und Ft. Wetherill
der deutschen Ocffentlichkeit durch die Lehrgangsteilnehmer schen ausfihrlich berichtet morden ist, blich der Name Fort Eustis
bisher mehr oder meniger unbekannt. Diese Licke auszufillen beabsichtigt der folgende Artikel, dessen Verfusser reahrend

der arolf im Fort Lustis abgchalienen Lehrgange als Diskussionslerter tatiy mar,

an jeden Vortrap werden kleine Diskus-
sionsgruppen von je 50 bis 100 Mann ge-
bildet, die in besonderen Sdwlriumen
unter Anwegegheit eines ameriknnisdien
oder deutsdien  Diskussionsleiters  fiber
das in den Vortrigen Gehorte frei disku-
ticren sollen. Schwer ist ¢s besonders am
ersten Tag. Viele hatten sich ja bisher
tiber politishe Probleme gar keine Ge-
danken gemadit. Manch einer war rein
instinktiv.  mifltrauisch, weil
er in dem ganzen Unternch-
men den Versuch einer pro-
pagandistiscien L, Umsdu-
lung" sah, und wicder an-
dere konnten sich schwer da-
ran gewihnen, dall es iber-
haupt sb etwas wie cine vil-
lig freie Ausspradie gab, Die
alten suchten sich nidht selten
hinter ihren Erfahrungen™
zu verschanzen, die Jungen
wiiflten wenig und nahmen
daher kaum an den Diskus-
sinnen teil, aus Furdit, etwas

- JFalsches™  zu  sagen.  Und
dodh, weun es der Diskus-
swonsleiter verstand,  diese

anlingliche Maver der Fordit,
des Milltranens und dor Re-
signation zu durdibredhen, so
b ¢s schon am zweiten eoder
dritten Tage heftige und er-
wegte  Auseinonderset/ungen,
mn  denen jeder grofie Frende
hatta Neben den Vortrigen
liuft noch cinumfangreidhes
Filmprogromm, ' das solche
Filme wie ,Abruham Lin-
ealn”, _Amerikanisdhe Ro-
manze*, ,Das siebte Kreuz”
und andere umfaflt. In all-
morgendlichen: Besprediungen
werden personliche Probleme
behandelt, in denen den Teil-
pchiern so weit wie maglich
Auskunft auf Fragen erteilt
wird, die sie gern beantwor-
tet haben méditen, Audh die
Abende  werden  ausgefiillt,
Eine Bibliothek, Schallplat-
tenkonzerte und Vorfiihrun-
gen von Spiellilmen sorgen
fiitn die notwendige Fntspan-
nung, und in der gut ansge-
stattcten Kantine hat jeder
. die Moglidikeit, sich fiir 10
! Dollar mit Waren einzudck-
ken. Am 4 ril 1046 wurden die Lchr-
giinge in Fustis beschlossen. Insge-
samt 24 000 deutsdie Kricgsgefangene ha-
ben in 12 Kursen 'anihnen teilgenommen.
Kénnen wir schon beute den Erfolg beur-
teilen? Wahrscheinlidh nicht, In der kur-
zcn Zeit von scchs Tagen .ist eine unge-
heure Fillle vow neuen Eindrtidken ver-
mittelt, sind die Teilnehmer zum Denken
angeregt und ist ihe politisdies Interesse
gewceckt worden. Jeder von ihnen hat das
freiwillig bestatigt. -Ist- das aber nicht

sdion cin grofler Erfalg?
e _"YYARWIO ® wWITICCAL AWNY
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NWZ GOPPINGER KREISNACHRICHTEN

POW kehrten nach Kansas zuriick
Vier Reporter und zwei Filstiler

Es begann mit Weinkauf eines amerikanischen Obersten

Gleich vier amerikanische Reporter

stlirzten sich auf zwel Filstiiler - In

Fort Riley in Kansas. Wie ist so etwas moglich? Klaus Mayer aus Geis-
lingen und Georg Stangelmaler aus Géppoingen-Bezgenretdienten Im
rweiten Weltkrieg als neunzehnjihrige Soldaten im Afrikakorps Rom-
mels, in Tunesien. Am 9. Mal 1943 wurden sie von Angehidrigen der ame-
rikanischen ,Hille auf Rider*-Division gefangengenommen. Drei Jahre
lang arbeitoten sie dann als Kriegsgelangene auf Farmien und dort
machten sie Jetxt rund 30 Jahre spiiter einen Besuch.

Doch die Geschichte der Riickkehr
nach Amerika begann in Goppin-
gen. Colonel i.R. Ed Hood aus West-
morland kam 1877 im Verlauf einer
Reforger-Ubung mit der ersten Bri-
gade nach Géppingen. Und vor der
Ruckkehr in die Vereinigten Staa-
ten wollte er bei Wein- und Bier-
groBhlindler Georg Stanglmaier
noch Weln einkaufen,

Wenngleich jetzt drel Jahrzehnte
ohne Ubung waren die Sprach-
kenntnisse G. Stangelmalers doch
noch so, daB er sich mit seinem
amerikanischen Kunden suf Eng-
lisch verstindigen konnte. Mehr
noch: Dem US-Offizier fiel der
Slang des Bezgenrieter Geschifts-
manns auf und so fragte er denn zu
seinem Englisch, wie es vor allem
in Kansas gesprochen wird, gekom-
men sel. So erfuhr Colonel Hood die

Geschichte des POW (Prisoner of
War) Georg Stanglmaier und dar-
aus resultierte die herzliche Einla-
dung zu einem Besuch in Fort Ri-
ley, wo einst das Haupt-Gefange-
nenlager fiir diese Region war, falls
der Weg des Géppingers ihn einmal
in die USA fiihren sollte,

Vor kurzem war es soweit: Mit ih-
ren Ehefrauen reisten der Bezgen-
rieter Wein- und Biergrofhfindler
und Klaus Mayer, der in Geislingen
bei der WMF arbeitet, nach Ame-
rika, um auch den Kontakt mit je-
ner Farmersfamilien zu erneuern,
fiir die sie wahrend ihrer Kriegsge-
fangenschaft gearbeitet hatten. G.
Stanglmaier: ,,Wir wollten unseren
Ehefrauen zeigen, wo wir drel
Jahre unseres Lebens verbracht
haben". Obwohl die beiden Filstiler
mit Farmer Richard Mertz in Wa-

mego und Ralph Stratton in Es
kridge immer brieflich Kontakt ge
halten hatten, gab es viel zu erzédh
len. Die beiden friheren POW be
sichtigten auch die noch vorhande
nen Gebéude des Kriegsgefange
nenlagers am Eingang zum Lak:
Wabaunsee. Im Wachgebédude be
findet sich jetzt ein Restaurant. Di:
beiden Ménner hatten auferden
Gelegenheit, in Fort Riley eine Ps
rade der 1. US-Infanterie-Divisio:
zu beobachten und wurden im An
schluB an sie auch vom Standort
Kommandeur, dem Zwei-Sternc
General Kaplan, empfangen, dc
gute Kenntnisse von Goppinge
verriet, weil er dort erst im Apr
war, dem europidischen Hauptqua:
tier dieser Division.

Seit Anfang der Woche sind Kiau
Mayer und Georg Stangimaier zt
rick. Sie haben in den fiinf Woche
fhres Amerika-Aufenthaltes ab«
selbstverstandlich nicht nur d
Stiitten ihrer Erinnerung besuct
G. Stangimaier: ,Wir sind 13
Kilometer quer durch das Land g
fahren und haben von ihm gew
mehr gesehen, als viele Amerikan
in ihrem ganzen Leben®.

Im AlpenpaB-Kénton

Studienfahrt der VHS/Auch in Via Mala

Fuinf Tage lang galt eine Studien-
fahrt der Volkshochschule unter
der Leitung von Stadtarchivar Dr.
Dieter Kaul und mit 40 Teilneh-
mern Kunst und Kultur Graubin-
dens. Am ersten Haltepunkt Vaduz
in Liechtenstein gait der Besuch
der Gemtldesammlung; die Stadt-
kirche von Friedrich v, Schmudt,
dem Erbauer der Goéppinger Ma-
rienkirche, war ein zweites Besich-
tigungsobjekt. Hoch uber dem
Rheintal wurde die alte Abteikirche
Pfifers besichtigt und in die Tami-
naschlucht eingefahren. Man drang
bis zu jener Stelle vor, an der fru-
her Badegaste mit einem Seilkorb
herabgelassen wurden, um in der
warmen Mineralquelle zu haden.
Den ersteir Tag schlol die Quartier-
nahme in ( hur ab. Der zweite Tag
wurde mit emer Altstadtfiithrung
Chur eroffnet. St. Stephan mit friih-
christlichen und romischen Aus
B P £ € b v Forwale 10058

Klaus Majer and

their 1980 visit to Kansa
hometown Newspaper.

See

Alte Hiuser des 17. und 18. Jahr-
hunderts beeindruckten in Zuoz,
ene die Fahrt uber den Cfenpal in
das  abgeschiedene  Munstertal
fuhrte. Erneut eine Dreiapsidenkir-
che mit Fresken aus der Karolin-
ger- und Stauferzeit prasentierte
sich in Mustair. Dann ging es zu-
ruck nach Chur. Kloster und Tal
Disentis mit dem Lukmanierpa
waren Stauonen des vierten Tages.
Pater Basil und Pater Ambros ver-
mittelten barcocke Kunst, das Leben
der Leute damals, den Unterschied
zwischen Kuh-Schwyzer und Sau-
Schwoba und die Sorgen und Be-
muhungen um die ritoromanischen
Sprachen. Auf dem Lukmanierpal
hielt Dr. Kaufl ein Kurzkolleg zur
AlpenpaBpolitik der Staufer. Ein
Spaziergang durch bliihende Al-
penwiesen galt zuvor aber noch der
Agathekapelle in Disentis,

Am ftaften Tag folgte die Rick-

i onoihae dac Toopenbureer Land

Georg Stanglmeir

Vom Wochenmarkt

Der Mittwoch-Markt wurde mit G
miise, Obst und Sudfruchten sow
mit Eiern gut beliefert. Schnittb!
men, Topfpflanzen und Setzwar
wurden in groBer Auswah] anget
ten. Die Notierung in Pfennmigec
Obst je 500 Gramm: Erdbeer
250, Kirschen rot 280 bis 300, Ap
kosen 180, Pfirsiche 180, Apfel
bis 180, Rhabarber 60 bis 80, Bar
nen 100, Zitronen 30, Melonen
Gem ise je 500 Gramm: Rotkri
80, WeiBkraut 80, Wirsing 80, Spi)
100, Erbsen 180, Bohnen 220 bis 2
gelbe Riben 100, Tomaten 130
200, Zwiebeln 100, Lauch 220, ]
prika 200, Kartoffeln ait 40, Kart
feln neu 60 bis 80, Knoblauch (
g) 100. Gemiise je Stuck: Re
che 20 bis 50, Blumenkohl 180
200, Kopfsalat 50 bis 80, Kresse (
g) 100, Sellerie 140, Kohlrabi 50
70, Gurken 60 bis 150, Eissalat
Snck. 120. Gemilse je Bund: R
tiche 150, Radleschen 30, gelbe |
ben 100 bis 140, rote Beete 100
160, Zwiebeln 100 bis 150, Peters
3% bis 50, Schnittlauch 40 bis
Suppengrin 50, Dill 50 bis
Zier e Stick: Giofe 125:22

returned from

S, an article appeared in their

top article.
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Der

Heimkehrer, a newspaper for German

POWs,published my request

for informeation,

nsterkirche in Lip-
wse hatte man en
& ausgesticht mat
ldas Wesertal.
bend liel} bald gute
Hans Scholl, Gitar-
tharmonika, luden
ingen ein. Interes-
bis zum heutigen
Schiller und Ehe-
ot und Bild schil-
inn (Miinchen) das
berg. Am Sonntag-
Withrung. Kundige
% Sehenswerte der
dt Miinden, in der
enbart gewirkt hat.
itten sich die Gast-
% einfallen lassen.
jessen im Hotel lud
lamen Spaziergang
fohnort von Scholls
1 eine liebevoll ge-
rete.

die gute Organisa-
!des Treffens iiber-
r Teilnehmer Willi
len dieser Art im
inen hatte. Er be-
nders die funf neu
neraden mit ihren
schlossen sich an
(Kassel) sowie Kii-
tter (Coesfeld),

21. und 22. Septem-
¢l einladen: Walter
rsch, 3500 Kassel,

Treffon 1985

iden Heinz Lam
emeinsam getroffe-
ur das diesjahrige
ssen. Es findet vom
3320 Salzgitter-Bad
Hotel ,Ratskeller”,
41/37025. Alle Teil-
untergebracht wer-
rnachtung und
Bett und Tag 60.-
ler Bad). - Kontakt-

—_im Keuschenend 40,

el. 02273/542686.

ichaft WAS

V/Stalingrad)

emeinschaft WAS
)in Heppenheim an
tel , Halber Mond".

~——emar Menge, Maxi-

ermering, Tel. 089/

msverhinden

n des chem. Rgt.-
bsbatterie Geb. Art.

sion, Feldpost-Nr.:
September 1985 in
ertal, Hotel Erle-

4 Kamerad Leopold
R7R4 Riezlern ader

- Brunnenwiesenstr. 4, 7180 Crailsheim.

but T received no respanse

fram it.

‘Kameraden suchen ~:Kameraden‘hetfen

Gesucht werden Kameraden der Feld-
post-Nr.: 533431 LpPo Miinster 2, zu der
auch Oblt, Brune Redetzky, pieb. am 10, Juli
1905 in Heinrichswalde/Osipr., bis zu sei-
ner Versetzung, Ende 1944, gehorte. Wer
kann Auskunft iber ihn geben? Oblt. Ger-
hard Sadowski, der zu der Einheit gehorte,
hat seiner Frau im Juni 1944 in Konigs-
berg/Ostpr. Grifle von ihm uberbracht,
Bitte melden. Finden Wiedersehenstreffen
der Feldpost-Nr.: 53843 statt. Nachricht
bitte an: Otto Schoniny, Stresemannstr. 3,
3180 Wolfsburg 1.

»

An alle ehmaligen Angehirigen der 25.
Pz.-Gr.~-Div.; 21. Pz.-Div. und 7. FJ.-Div.
Zur Geschichtsschreibung der ,,Nord-
wind-Offensive” im Januar 1945 in Ritters-
hoffen (Elsaft) sammeln wir Augenzeugen-
berichte. Wenn Sie im Januar 1945 in Rit-

- tershoffen an der Schlacht teilgenommen

haben bitten wir Sie um einen kurzen Be-
richt dessen, was Sie damals erlebt haben.
Zur Erinnerunyg dieser Ereignisse mochten
wir eine Gedenkstiitte errichten und ein
Museum grunden. Senden Sie bitte lhre
Kenntnisse, Fotos und Dokumente an: As-
sociation  Arts-Histoire-Loisirs, F-67690
Rittershoffen.

»

Gesucht wird Alfred Lehmann, 523.
rine-Art., 1945 Dinemark (Grena Leuch
turm), dann englische Gefangenschaft 1
Heide. Bitte melden bei: Ernst Stegmeier,

»

Gesucht werden ehemalige Angehdrige
der 308. Inl.-Div. (Wildsau-Liv.) Wer sich
noch nicht gemeldet hat, bitte sofort nach-
hkolen. Wir treffen uns zum zweiten Mal am
14, und 19. M 1985 in Hunswinkel, Gast-
hof Vollmerhaus. Wer noch lebende Kame-
raden von der 306. 1. D. kennt bitte sofort
die Anschriften mitteilen an; Werner Luse-
brink, Witkenberg 11, 5882 Meinerzhagen 2,
Tel. 02358/629.

»

Gesucht werden Oberleutnant Ruge,
Oberst von Hanstein, Major Herzog und
Hauptmann ven Ottingen, die von 1948 bis
1949
scherkask mit dem Bautechniker Gerhard
Joos - Lagerspitzname: Joschi-Gerd - zu-
sammen und befreundet waren. Oberleut-
nunt Ruge war Joos Zellenkamerad, wah-
rend Oberst von Hanstein, Major Herzog
(beide aus Wirttemberg) und Hauptmann

im Schweigegefingnis von Nowol- .

von Ottingen im gleichen Stockwerk unter-
gebracht waren. Bei dem Abtransport dar
< imeraden Ende 1949 nach der Moskauer
I.ubjanka st Gerhard Joos dann vermu:.-
lich umgekommen. Wer Auskunft peben
kann, melde sich bitte bei: Frau Barbel
Steiner-Heinzelmann, BethingerstraBle 3z,
7140 Ludwigsburg-Hoheneck, Tel. 07141/
51369. .

Wer kann Auskunft pgeben Gber das
Schicksal von Anton Heidrich, geb, am 25,
11. 1907 in Colelia/Dobrudscha (Ruma-
men). zuletzt wohnhaft in Rasalen Kreis
Konin (Polen). Nach eingm BQunitions-
transport ist I1. bei seiner Finhet, einer
Ini.-Div. 3. Bat. 14, Komp. in Rastenburg/
Ostpr. seit dem 16. Januar 1945 als vermuiit
gemeldet worden. Nachricht bitte in: Jo-
hannes Heidrich jr., Am Freibad 3. 7105
lLeingarten 1.

»

Wer verfugt itber Bildmaterial, Dcku-
mente und Informationen iiher den ehe-
maligen Deutschen Soldateniriedhol in
Warschau? Bitte Nachricht an: Wolfgaag
Lauenstein, HauptstraBe 178, 6700 Lud-
wigshafen-Rheingonheim, Tel. 0621/54213".

»

Zum Zwecke der Familienforschung
werden alle Trager des Namens ,Szcze-
panski, von Szczepanski, Szepanski, Szce-
panski etc.” gebeten sich in Verbindung zu
setzen mit: Henryk Szczepanski, Hauen-
steinerstr, 3, 7886 Murg.

»

Fiur eine wissenschaftliche Untersu-
chung werden ehemalige deutsche Kriegs-
gefangenen gesucht, die wahrend des
Zweiten Weltkrieges in Kansas (USA), vor
allem im Kriegsgefanpgenenlager ,lLake
Wabaunsee", interniert waren. Mceldunizen
bitte an: Mrs. Penny Clark, Division of So-
cial Sciences, Emporia State University,
Emporia, Kansas 66801 (USA).

.

Gesucht werden zu Information und Do-
kumentation Kameraden, die irgend ein-
mal ab Januar 1944 bis Kriegsende in der
Dienststelle Feldpost-Nr.: 46320 in Lissa
(Kaserne) waren, besonders in den Mona-
ten September und Oktober 18447 Wer
wurde am 4. November 1844 (31 Mann) in
dieser Dienststelle verabschiedet? Zu-
schriften oder Kontaktaufnahme an: Fried-
rich Fischer, Erwinstr, 46, 7800 Freiburg i.
Br., Tel 0761/71783. ‘

Das schrieben uns unsere Leser

,,Wie offen ist die deutsche

Cramafit

desrepublik Deutschland ist ,Grenzzie-
hung" kein Thema mehr, so sehr auch die

L. v v
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Ernst Kunzel in Africa before
his capture by the Allies



108

Occupants of a POW barrack at Camp Concordia
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Gustav K‘ﬁlmel in his German Army uniform at Fort
Riley



Camp as it looked during World War II
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Postage Free

. . Pertofrei

PRISONER OF WAR POST CARD

Postkarte fiir Kriegsgefangene

Address

Do Not Write Here! Adresse
Nicht Hier Schreiben!

WD AGO Form 19-9
i January 1045
(0ld PMQ Form #1, 1 November 1043,
which may be used until existing
etocks are exbausted) 16427041

POWs were issued postage paid post cards to send messages home to Germany.
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Fritz Ott in his POW uniform
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Hans Greiner in his POW uniform



POWs worked at many different jobs while at Fort
Riley. Ernst Kunzel (first on the left in this photo)
worked in the kitchen.
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Canteen at Lake Wabaunsee
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POWs developed close relationships with civilians while at Lake llabaunsee.
Ernst Kunzel is shown with Mr. and Mrs. John Schwalm in the photograph
at left. Fritz 0tt was photographed with the Edwin Ringel family on the

right.
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Wabaunsee; Heinrich

pets at Lake
Wolgast is third from left in the front row.

and their (3]

POWs
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Hermann Dorn posed happily with his dogs for this
photograph taken at Lake Wabaunsee.
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Heinrich Wolgast's American relatives: 1. William UWolgast;
2. Mrs. William Welgast; 3. Mrs. Selma Haefke; 4. George
Haefke; 5. Arthur Wolgast; 6. Mrs. Arthur Wolgast;
7. Walter Wolgast; 8. Mrs. UWalter Wolgast; 9. Paul Zeck-
ser. Children seated are unidentified grandchildren of

the Wolgast family.
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George Diehl, Jr., with his sguirrel
dog, Terry. The dog was a former
pet of the POWs at Lake Wabaunsee.



Josef VUeser presented the Vincent
Glotzbach family with a plague
and a horse hair hbrush as thanks
for their good treatment. The plague
has a turkey on the front (Veser
helped raise and dress 5000 tur-
keys), and the words "for kind
remembrance Josef Veser Kansas
1945" and the words "Josef \eser
Kansas 1945" on the back. The brush
has a sunflower to represent Kansas.
The words on the plague and the
sunflower are actual pieces of wood
inlaid.
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This building is now the Flint House, a private
club and restaurant. During World War II, American
guards and a few lucky POWs were lodged there.
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QI

W

Former POWs 1listen to Fort Riley Commander General Kaplan during their
visit to Kansas in 1980. From left to right, Kaplan, Georg Stanglmeir, his
wife, Freida, and Klaus Majer.



LAKE WABAUNSEE - SUMMER 1984

01d POW barracks at the lake

124



125

LAKE WABAUNSEE - SUMMER 1984

Was this bird house built i
by a German POW?

A view of Lake Wabaun-
see
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POWs enjoy

Former
the
in

life  today

good
Germany.
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In
Mr.
Urbhan
grandchild
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camera.
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Frau

left
and

Mazz

Maria

enjoy their meal.
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A Caretaker's Permit Office
§ Public Boat Ramp
Lakeside Cafe
D City Owned Rental Cabins
F. Trailer Court
F Concrecte Patio
C Swimming Arca with Beach
lodge
R Rearing Ponds for Restocking
S Boy Scouts Activity Area
X Picnic Areas

Lo

Key to Locatiang

POWs were interned at Lake Wabaun-

see. They were housed in what

are now vacation cabins. The loca-
tion on the map is marked by
a red star. The map 1is taken
from the Lake Wabaunsee Sportman's

Association History and Directory.




