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CHAPTER 1

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP AGRICULTURE

Uolland, Kansas, has a history typical of olains
rallroad towns created in the 1880s. This town was
established at a point convenient for the steam-powered
railroad to meet its water and other service needs, with the
marketing area which this new town could serve also an
important consideratian. Its store was for many uears the
central gathering place for the community; the town and
store formed a magnet which brought more people and, in due
time, determined the need for a school, Typically, too, of
towuns dependent on agriculture and a single aother industry
(in this case the railroad), when the demand for these
services decreased, the town declined.

Uolland was platted in Wabaunsee County’'s Washington
Township in the midst af the Flint Hills which stretch north
and sputh acrnss the eastern part of Kansas. The Flint
Hills were fFormed by the weathering and erosion of Permian
age limestone strata, containing numerpus bands of chert,
cammanly called flint. A combirmation of native bluestem and
cther prairie grasses blanket the fFlinty graveled soil of
the numerous hills forming a treeless upland. Brush- and
tree-lined creeks and seasonal streams snake through the
bottamlands. Through the 1880s to 1880s, the period of
settlement, however, these waterways were relatively brush

and tree free due to centuries of prairie fires and pericdic
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droughts.

Settlers, recognizing that it was easier to work with
nature than against her, adapted their lifestyles and
livelihoods to the Flint Hills, They built their farmsteads
in the sheltered valleys and waterways, began to plow the
native sod into fields, and pastured their cattle aon the
surrounding grasses.

Wabaunsee County lay along the fringe of the
Potawatomie reservation. Many of the settlers or
sgquatters came as early as 1BS4-1856. They did not suffer
any problems of raids. The county, as did Kansas,
experienced an influx of New England settlers during the
Free-5tate period. Another influx of settlement followed
the Civil UWar.1

Many responded to the 1862 Homestead Act, but many more
settlers responded to the activities of the land promoters
booming Kansas advantages as a perfect home for the yeaoman
farmer while in Europe they boosted the idea that kansas was
likened to a fertile soiled Edenic garden, where lard for
tha landless only awaited those willing to come. This pull
on the American and German mind brought many into the
county. Early 1870s immigration was briefly checked by the
1873 depraession, 1874 grasshoppers, and drought, however
hetween 1875 and 1880, during another round of good times,
Kansas experienced another influx of immigrants.=®

A steam powered saw mill was established in 18BE3 to

turn the hickory, walnut, oak, and other native species into
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lumber to be used for farm bulldings and fencing. It was
pperated by Gus Thierer and located on the Michael Fix
Farm one mile east of the site that was later to be
chasen for Valland.=

The majority of the first wave of settlers built log
cabins while a fFew built dug outs, as they settled in the
bottamlands. However, as the settlers prospered during the late
1860s and early 1B70s, they then constructed buildings out
of the prevalent native limestonea. RAQuarries and lime kilns
sprung up an many farms, with the German settlers leading
this canstruction.

The settlers, almost without exception, were farmers.
They fFound the bottomland soil characteristically deep,
rich, and fFertile; howesver the upland soil was shallow and
very uncertain for crops. UWith their livelihood in mind,
the earliest settlers moved into amd cultivated the
bottomlands first. However due to the nature of the terrain
every homestead was comprised predominantly of upland and
bluffs.

Environmental Festures such as the Flinmt Hills soil,
topography, and rainfall affected farmers' methods of
farming and their crop decisions. OF egual consideratian
were the agricultural practices brought with them as part of
their cultural baggage. For example, these farmers' hahit
of hoe and spade culture initially bad ta give way ta sad
corn and the breaking plow. They were ahle to retain some
aspects of their cultural baggage like their use aof the log

cabin, other aspects had to adapt like cropping techn:iques,



and others changed drastically like their reliance upon
pasturing.

Small diversified dryland Farming was the rule, with
tultural practices adapted from the settlers’ Eastern U.S.

or German homelands. The 1B70 agricultural census and

RAdras cancur with the later amnd wmore detailed Washington
towrnship agricultural cernsuses., The census For 1877
indicated each of the seventy-seven households produced at
least a few acres gf winter wheat, sprinmg wheat, rye corn,
barley, pats, irish potatoes, and millet. Some af the
Farmers were experimenting with craop adaptation to the soil
af their farm. They plarted buckwheat, castor beans,
cotton, tobacco, timothy, clover, and broom corn. A few
farmers tried planting small plots to sorghum For syrup.
All Ffarmers had horses, milch cows, and a few gther head cf
cattle. A few Farmers also kept mules, swine, and sheep.”®
The prairie was gradually coming under fence.
Initially each farmer was responsible for caontrolling his
cwn stock so 1t wouwld not do damage to the other settlers’
property under the apglied common law practice. Then Kansas
adopted a fence—-out policy, which required the farmer to
fFence gut the other settlers’ stock, usallly by rails. The
Herd Laws came in the 1B870s. Washingtcn township, complied
with the existing Kansas fence laws. To encourage the
building cf stone fences and the growing of hecdges the
legislature of 1B67 passed a law giving a bounty of Five

cents per rod far the construction of these types of



fencing, as this amgunted to forty cents per rod and the
shortage of other suitable fencing material caused many
farmers tao avail themsslves of the benefits of this law.
In 1883 barbed wire became a legal fence and was eagerly
accepted as a means of Fencing the Flint Hills grasses.®

Women were keeping praofitable flocks of poultry and
producing buttecr. WVUineyards and archards of apple, pear,
peach, plum, and cherry were beginning to be set aut an some
of the farmsteads. Women also made use of the nuts, wild
plums, choke cherries, strawberries, gooseberries,
blackberries., wild currents, and nuts that grew along the
streambeds to supplement their families’ diets. The early
settlers, like their counterparts elsewhere on the
agricultural frontier, also supplemented their mundane diet
by hunting.®

The 1881 census shows that two more farmers had Joined
the township. All were growling much the same creps as they
had 1n 1877, but rye, barley, and saome of the earlier
experimental crops were dropered fraom their cropping plans.
This habit of continuing to plant certain known crops while
continuing to experiment with different crops which might be
equally well suited and profitable to their farms was
maintained. For example, kafir shows up as an experimental
erop as early as 1890 and goes on to become one aof the
standacd components of these Farmers' cropping systems until
it was replaced by technology and phased cut in the late
1340s.”

The recurring cycles of boom and bust. the droughts,

[



hard winters and bad crop years which preceded the 1887
crash, adversely affected #lashington township Farmers
as did the devastation of the 1B93 panic.®

Agriculture adapted to changes brought to the township
by the railroad in 1888. The ease in tranmsporting crop
surpluses changed cropping habits, with more acres going
into production of craps like wheat and corn which werge more
marketable. Income from the surplus crops, in turn, was used
to purchase factory products. The biggest change, however,
lay in the use of the grasslands, Herd laws, barbed wire,
and the end aof the free range caused some of the farmers to
start a sideline which for many became their dominant
agricultural practice, one that continues today--that of
rancher and pastureman,

The railroad alsg enabled Farmers to ship their
yearly cattle surplus to city markets. Laocal Farmers
accompanied their stock to the Kansas City market, riding in
the caboose. While doing business at the Kansas City
Stockyards, they linked with Jim Peters, also of Wabaunsee
County, who operated the J. P, Peters Commission Company.
The contacts made there initiated the move from farmer to
stockman-pastureman, as the commission company provided
the limnk through its buyers, salesmen, and yards. Texas
cattlemen needed summer grazing while the farmers of
Washington township had extra range land. This enduring
marriage of Texas cattle and Flint Hills grass brought a

cosmopolitan business~-like exchange and mohey inta the



area. Unlland became orne of the areas major shipping
paints in these transactions, with Texas cattle being
gshipped into the area in the spring, driven to pasture for
the summer, and returning in the fall for shipment to
Peters Co. stockyards. The Wabaunsee County Business
Directary af 13907 states, “There are from thirty to forty
thausand head of cattle pastured in the county yearly at
$31.00 to €3.50 and as high as $4.00 per head., Most of the

animals are steers and it is not an uncommon thing for one

animal to gain several hundred pounds during the season.”?
Another consideration in the examimation of the farming
practices aof Washington township are the changes which greuw
out of the external forces precipitated by the government,
This includes new crops, like kafir and its subhseguent
development to better kafir varieties, cane, and milo
maize. All of these uwere direct outgrowths of crop
research funded by the government through land grant
institutions., New technoleogy also grew out af this
research. For example, whole farming patterns changed
with the advent of the tractor and its machinery tao
replace the horse and its machinery. The 13285 census
for Washington township lists twelve tractors and
three combines.*®
Folk practices contirmued alongside the new technaolaogy.

The Alma Enterprisse advertised cinch bug contral chemicals

like water mixed with gas tar aor coal gas tar, and carried
articles on the effectiveness of creosote—-tar barriers.

Farmers continued to use hleeding to aid stock recovery,



cobwebhs tao stop bleeding after dehorning, a mixture of
lard and kerosene to heal cuts, and other such technigques
to fight routine farm ailments from wire cuts, collar
galls, cattle grubs, black leg, and hog cholera. This

practice of folk culture continued into the 139BQ0s,
conducted side by side with later techrmological advances,
like the use of vaccinations and veterinarianms.??

County agents dealing with such foplk practices
attempted to disseminate the latest in government-sponsored
research to change agricultural practices and bring tham
more into line with the latest findings. Wabaunsee
received her first county agent in 1338. Techrological
research reached farmers in a variety of ways. The Alma
Enterprise and Alma Signal, both laocal weekly papers,
carried a variety of articles on the latest farm
techrnology. For example, in 18913-1S silo articles uwers
popular, as were ways to improve every aspect of farming
practice. Articles covered such topics as bhetter mules,
"Fattenirng Sheep in a Cornfield,” ”"Proper Manner of Feeding
the Calf,” "Proper Care of the Little Chick,” "Culling out
the Undesirable Hen,” and promoting feterita as a new crop
ideal for wabaunsee County. These papers also carried
advertisements promoting the latest in new machirery.

[Local papers, farm Journals, Farm Institutes, County Fairs,
4-H, and the county agent all combined to bring the latest
agricultural information to the farmers of Washington

tawnship.*=



There were other ocutside forces which aFfFected the
Farmer: tariffs, the international grain trade, national
corporations, and the issue of railroad freight ratses.

These concerns, as did the discussions in the loeal
newspapers on the Grange, the Farmers’ Alliance,
and Populism parallel development in other areas of
Kansas and the Plains.

Washington township’s écmnomg was based on
agriculture. The Volland store and railreoad were the anly
other places fFor jJobs. This pattern was repeated time and
again throuwghout the Flint Hills., WVolland itself was
created primarily to serve the railroad and only secondarily
to create a market area beneficial to the railroad., This
relationship worked to the mutual advantage of Washington
township residents and the railroad until external forces
again created an upheaval. PERaillrpoad technology moved zway
From the cumbersame steam locomotive with its need For
Frequent staops tao take on water and coal, to the Faster,
more powerful diesel engine., VUoplland, still needing the
rallroad, but no longer needed by it, Found itself abandoned

like an old, empty boxcar.



CHAPTER 2

THE RAILROAD CREATES A TDWN

The last half of the nineteenth century brought many
changes to the Flint Hills. What was once tall grass
prairie roamed by the Pottawatomie and Kaw became homesteads
Fenced by immigrants From the sastern United States and
Europe. Along with this mast cruclial change came a host of
other changes as a solid fFarming cegion with its attendant
schools, railcroads, and towns developed. The raiiroads were
the most influential agent of change. Not satisfied with
evolutignary progress in the settlement of the Plains and
the establishment of towns, theuy instead created towns where
they wauld most benefit the railroad and then cgontrolled
their structure and growth.

Kansas Territory, after much heated debate by Congress
on whether the area was to be free or slave, was signed
into rsality by President Pierce on May 30, 18%4, BSettlers
rapidly tocok up land under the Preemption and Homestead
Acts. Those homesteading along the western branch of Mill
Creek and its feeders--Illinois Creek, Spring Creek, and
varicus seasonal creeks——-came primariiy from Germany after
having made stops elsewhere along the way.?

After a territory was established the next step was to
create cgunties, so the 1855 bogus territorial legislature
established Richardscn County in honar af William A,

Richardsan, the Congressman from [llinais whao had i1introduced



the Kansas-Mebraska Bill. As was typical For early counties,
Richardson County was attached to neighboring Shawnee County
for revernue and judicial functionms until 1859, when the
rnewer county acguired the six hundred people required by laﬁ
to arganize. In March, 18%38, the citizens held their first
electian for county commissianers, and the fopllowing year
legislation took effect which changed the county mame to
Wabaunsee (Pottawatomie fFor "Dawn o' Day”), in hgrnor aof
Wabonsa, a Pottawatomie chief who had lived with his tribe
Oon its reserve sinmce being driven from Ipwa in 1848. The
county wnderwent several boundary changes before 1LB72, when
it permanently attained anm area of A04% sgquare miles.
Washington township, along the western sdge ar the
protruding part of the county map, was created in September,
1873, from territory originally included in Alma Townshino,
created the year befaore. The Mission band of the
Pottawatamie had beern removed by an 1870 treaty to the
Indian territary 1n what is now called Oklahama, and the
Prairie bhand ta a reserve in Jackson County. This treaty
also allowed the Santa Fe Railroad Company to purchase land
For rights aof way.=

Railroads captured the imagination of Americans Jjust
prior to the Civil War. Once the conflict ended, people
resumed their dreams of a tramscontinental rail link.
Kansas neuwspapers fanred this discussion in the late 1850s,
as people talked of the possibility of increased businsss
as railroads opered new areas for settlement and enakbled

the sxistence of a denser populatiaon, FRailroad fever
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reached new heights when, on July 1, 1B8E2, President
Lincoln signed the Pacific Railromad Bill. The
transcontinental railroad had come to bhe seen as a military
and political necessity due to the i1nefficiemcy of
cammunication systems them used inm the area still thcought
of as the Great American Desert.=

Although the Unionm and Central Pacific railways were
chartered by Congress in 1B62, building was sidetracked by
the cost of comstruction anmd a populatiorn too sparsely
settled to guarantee grofitable operation. In 186 the
govermment offered more lucrative terms. These subsidies
imcluded gifts of larmd in alternate sectians for each mile
of track laid in a twenty-sguare-mile strip. The government
also took a second mortgage on raillroad loans so that
private citizens would be more ineclined ta invest, State
governments further assisted by additional land grants,
Cities and counties along the rights-of-way also issued
bonds in exchange for company stock.=®

The transcontinental railroad marked an ermd to the
historical uwnity of the Plains. Railroads not anly moved
produce and peaple across the Plains, but alsoc contributed
ta cultural chamges by bringing in large numbers of
immigrants. The railroads performed these duties well fFor
the Plains while at the same time they assisted the
agricultural frantier on the Plains’ eastern fringe.®

The 1873 panic slowed construction and precipitated the

consolidatian af numerous lines into larger companies. As
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many of the smaller lines did not bhave the capital ta
contlnue service during times of tight money, the lerger and
rival railroad companies either leased the smaller lines or
purchased their praperty to strengthen their awn empires.
The Fock Island-La Salle Railraoad was but one example of
this natignal occurrence. The company was chartered in 1B47,
but by 1BS7 it planmned to link with Chicago, so it changed
its mame to the Chicago and Rock lsland. By 1880 numerous
lines were consglidated inta the Chicaga, Rocgk Island, and
Pacific Railroad Company. The company’s ever—expanding
plans called for reaching west to Oenver and south to Fart
Warth, both of which it reached in 1B93, This campany kept
itself on sound footing, surviving the 1830 depressian
without major problems.e

During the eighties railroads competed ferocipusly tco
control tranmsportation in the West. FEansaom Cahle, President
and General Manager of the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacaific
ard its subsidiaries, planned a series of western lines
including a trunk line west from St. Jaseph to Topeka and
cantinuing through Herington, Wichita, and Caldwell, and
then sauth into Indian Territory. As part of these plans,
the Chicago, Rack Island, and Pacific incarporated the
Chicago, Kansas, and Nebraska Railuway Caompany under the
Kansas general laws, Uecember 30, 1885, thereby securing
valuable rights-of-way, franchise rights, and ather
property.”

Once the transcontinental lines were completed, work

began on subsidiary lines. To say that 1886 was a hoom year



for Kansas railroad building was pﬁttlng it mildly—--thers
were 453 railroad companies chartered in 1886 alone. The
gaovernment ceased assistance, Jjudging that enough lines had
been built to connect the country and that the railroad
business had become a paying proposition. The timing of
railroad construction activities was from then on controlled
by matioral levels of business activity. Construction
peaks, liks the gne of 1886, coincided with the peaks of
rnationuwide economic upswings when the climate for investment
was relatively favorable. BDuring these gocd times the
competing railroads framtically built trumk lines.®

The 1886 boom period sparked another round of railroad
fever in Kansas. Uabaunsee County caught it. Passing bond
issues was one way to attract a railroad inmto an area, as
companies depended im part on constructiom bonds to finance

new lines. The Alma Enterprise carried petitions from each

of the four townships, calling for a special election to be
held on July 17, 1886, to vote on a railroad bond
subscription. Bond amounts varied., Washington township’s
petition called for "Two Hundred shares of One Hundred
Dollars each of the capital stock of THE CHICAGD, KAMNSAS, AND
NEBRASKA RAILROAD CDOMPANY, and in pauyment therefor, to issus
to said Railway Company Twenty of the bonds of said Township,
of the denomination of One Thousand Dollars each.” The
petitipn stated that lines must be operating by July 1, 1887,
This bond election carried by a good majority in every

township-—-a total of B9C votes for and 29 against.”
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Earlier, in 1880, Wabaunsee County had already voted
bounds which brought in the Manhattam, Alma, and Burlingame
Railroad, but every town not having a railroad connection
wanted ane, and those who had ane wanted two. This
enthusiasm for railroads was typical throughout Plains
development. Wabaunsee county had no railroad mileage prior
to 1885, when, according to U.S5. Cansus reports, 1t bpoasted
hut forty miles. But in the next five years the county's
milmage more than doubled to eighty-eight miles,*®

The Chicago, Rock Island, and Chicago route was under
the direction of Marcus Low. In early 1887 track was laid
to Topeka, and by March 24 construction crews had reached
Alma and were burrying west tgward Herington.??

Once all enticements had been negotiated and the survey
crew had made its fimal repaort, the land bargaining pbase
began for Washington Township. Typical transactions betuween

the railroad and individual settlers in 1886 included:

OATE NAME RAILROAD AMOUNT

Oct 9 Mary Fix, widow CKE&RN F 403,50
Oct 9 John R, Fix & wife CKE&N 1400.00
Oct 39 John R. Fix & wife CKE&HN 1400.00
Oct 9 Heinrich Upolland B wife CKE&N 550.00
Nov 20 Henry Orimm & wife Cx &N 825.00

The four parcels of land were in sequence of direct track
line and were roughly the same in value, yet cost the
railroad differing amounts. The ©T K & N, in the above
tahle, stands for the Chicage, Kansas amd Nebraska Railway
Company. The Kansas Pacific and the Missouri, Kansas and
Texas Railroad companies alsc bought land during this

period. These railway companies were all subhsidiaries of



the Chicago, Rock !slamd, and Pacific Railroad Company, and
had been acquired as part of the earlier overall
consolidation.*=

Once all legal work was completed, construction work
- ctould begin as crews applied railroad construction methods
learned during the transcontinmental railroad-building days,
However, compared to the 1860-1870 ara, the building was
much easier. The distance that supplies had to be hauled
was not as great as it had bean, and the crew was mgving
through settled areas.

Two work gangs pushed the track forward. The grading
gang prepared the road bed by grading, blasting, and
building fills and bridges as necessary. As speed was
aluays a factor, once an area was prepared the gang moved up
the track., Next came the track layers whe perfarmed the
ballet of muscle and iron that when perfectly choreographed
gquickly canverted a wagon-load of rails, spikes, and nlates
into a well-laid track system. The gangs lived much the way
their predecessors had during the earlier railroad-buildirg
era, only with more contact with settlers. For example, the
men in one of the grading camps built dugout shelters on the
Mary Fix farm for themselves and their horses during the
winter of 1B88B6-1887.:%

It was common in the plains region for railroad
presidents to shape a region’s economy by deciding where
towns alang their lines shouvld be placed and For whom they
should be nmamed. Railroads rarely allowed independent,

potentially competitive townsites to develop, and then only

1%



when in their opinion the towns' prospects were poor. Thus
a network of railroad towns was created to cover the
agricultural interior and its markets. Townsite agents
staked out these towns, knowing they would be sure to
grow.?*=

Transportation technology greatly influenced town
placement. The team-haul concept was universally accepted
by early town planners. Railroads now also dictated the
spacing of towns, especially of those to be platted along
their routes. They saw these towns primarily as providers
aof needed railroad services. Steam locomotives needed to
take on water and coal periodically. Track maintemance was
always a concern, too, so section aor track crews gperated
out of such towns. In addition, railroads, profit-minded as
any business, looked forward to providing the links hetween
agricultural produocers and their major markests and between
manufacturers and consumers. The depots enabled freigbt,
passenger, and mail exchange to thrive.

The Chicago, Kansas and Nebraska Railroad needed a tawn
half-way between Alma and Cable City, later renamed Alta
Uista—-—anotbher of the railroad’'s newly created towns. One
would agssume that a town would have develogped arowund the
first post office, which bhad been in Henry Grimm’'s home.
Early Washington Township maps designated the surrounding
area as Grimm. This location, however, was not conveniant
for the railroad. The railrpoad decided instead to sstahbhlish

a town that 1t would call Grafton on land belaonging to



Grimm’'s neighbhors, Henry and 8SBarbara Volland, honoring an
agreement made during 18986 land negotiations which stated
that "it is understood by both parties that said Railway
Company will locate & build a depot for freight and
passenger purpose on the land.” Throughout the FPlains
railway stations were consistently spaced roughly eight
miles apart, The Grafton station site was eight track miles
from the Alma station.?™®

Shortly hefore track had reached Alma, and while
grading was occurring at Grafton, this petition was Filed at
the Wabaunsee County Register of Deeds:

PLAT OF GRAFTON

State of Kansas, County of Wabaunsee—--1, Henry
Volland, do hereby certify that [ am the owner af
that part of the [Cundecipherablel] of the SW part
of section (3) T (13) §. R. (89) E of the bth
principle meridian in the County of Wabaunsee and
State of Kansas. It being the Land upon which the
Town of Grafton: is situated and Laid out and the
Lots and Blocks so laid out are for the purpose of
sale—-—and the size of Lots in length and width are
designated on the Plat., Also the numbers af the
Lots and the numbers of the Blocks wherein they
are situated.

That the length and width of streets and alley
are also indicated thereon, That this description
of the larnd so subdivided is in accordance with
the wishes of said Henry Volland,

[Signed byl Henry Volland
Subscribed and sworn to this 9th day of February A. DO.
1887 .7+

ALt a session of the 21lst Judicial District on March S,
1888, F. H. Reber and other area residents petiticned For an
order changing the toun's name from Grafton to Volland. On
March 22, this petition and evidence were heard. There
being mo resistance, and the statutory notice having

appeared in the Alma Enterprise, the court granted that “the
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prayar of said petition would prompte the interests of the
patitiocrners and the residents of the said town of Grafton.”
The court adjudged that the "name of the Town of Grafton in
said Caounty of Wahaunsee and State of Kanpsas he and the sams
hereby is changed to the name af Volland, and he it further
ordered that the petitiorers pay the costs herein.” The
papar town aof GrafFfton ceased to exist.t!”

Henry and Barbara Vglland, like other townsite and
land speculators on the agricultural Ffrontier, hoped.
dreamed, and anticipated that their town would grow into a
thriving., bhoaming, papulated trading and servica centec far
their area. They believed quite aptimistically that i1n the
process real astate values would soar, making them wealthy.

Valland’'s plat was typical of the many railroad towns

laid out during the 1BBOs--structure, or form, was more
impartant than Function, or the activities of the town—-to-
be, and the checkerboard grid pattern developed for
Philadelphia w2z adopted. The basic grid was adapted to
accommodate the tracks bisecting the plat. It was a pattern
that was capied again and again in the Plains because af its
successful focus an the railroad. Towns laid oput in this
fashion were called T-towns. The tracks formed the top
while the town formed the shank of the letter T. It was
hasically still a rectanmgular grid pattern, but as it was
briented toward the linear Focus of the tracks, it had a
lopsided appearance which was not oriented to the cardinal

directions, Cther characteristics of a T—-town included the



location of the business district all on one side cof the
track and the central location of the depot, the most
significant building in tgwn.i®

To praospective buyers plats carried the reassuring look
of existing towns. In a typical town of the period alleys
wuere desirable, blccks were oblong rather than sguare, and
the projected functions of streets were reflected in their
widths., Uolland’s plat map complied with all of thess=
characteristics except that the street size was mgdest when
compared to other towns projected on the Plains. Too,
typically residential lots varied in size from busingss
lots, but the plat for Volland only shows one width.®?

Another characteristic typical of Plains railroad towns
was the uss of fFamiliar street names, one of which always
appeared-—-Main Street. Wolland complied with this, but
Failed to adopt the usual numbered streets. Adams Street
should have been a numbered street to adhere to the typical
example-—-but then. VUolland was only platted as two blocks.

Volland was atypical, too, in that it had no plans for
a sguare, church, or elevator. Instead of the elevators
characteristic of T-towns in a grain farming system,
Volland, located in the Flint Hills pasturing area, gave the
elevator’s place of honor next to the depot to the
stockyards. With this adaptation Wolland Fit the typical
T-town pattern,

Towns were generally platted conservatively during the
1880s. Volland was platted in 1B88, but the plat was

nonetheless conservative, The size of anm initial plat

- -
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reflected 1ts creatar’s helief in the town’s possibilities
for growth. After Washington township sufferad a major dust
storm and a drought in 1883, Henry Uglland's conservative
plat hecame even more so. On January 7, 1830, he petitioned
the Wapbaunsee County Board of Commissioners to adiust the
plat map by the vacation of Main Street, Madison Street, and
Adams Street up to where Adams Street intersected Monroe
Street; to leave Monroe Street open and public;: and to
vacate the alleys and public reservations as recorded on the
earlier plat. His request was approved. UVollarng's

conservatism was well founded--more catastrophes followed

for the township: droughts occurred in 1830 and 1833 through
1896, there was a devastating prairie fire in 1830, and the
crash of 18383 created agricultuwural bardships.=*

The first and only business laot sale for a number of
years opccurred in 1831, William Perry paid Henry and
Barbara UVolland twuenty daollars for a quarter-acre made up of
sevaral lots loc2ted 2t the junctian of Adams and foncoe
Streets. The town Uolland was obviously not going to make a
Forturme for the Vaolland family, whose primary objective was
the creatian of a thriving trade center. 0On May 1Q, 1832,
Perry in turn saold part of his recent acguisition to J. R.
Fix for twenty-six dollars. No othar lots an the original
plat were sold. The mnation in 1893 was experiencing another
depression, part of its recurring cycles of boom and bhust.
The rest of the lots uwere converted to stockyards. ®!

Once the structure or form phasa of development was



basically completed, Volland began familiar town activities.
The town displayed a blend of the activity or functional
town traits, This blend was to be expected of a prairie
town on the fringe between the two areas. A variety of
influences affected a toun’'s development and as the dominant
cultural background of the town’'s founders was that of
Yankees familiar with eastern urban centers amd middle
horder towns, the settlers had brought this heritage west
with them, making their inheritance felt in the new towns.==

By the 1880s, towns nationuwide were undergoing the same
concentration of functions that was occurring in other
institutions; transportation, banking, and warehousing
functions were consolidating into ever larger, more
centralized conglomerates. There remained, hpuwever, a
mutual interdependency between the hinterland town and its
surrounding countryside because of their inherently
symhiotic functions,

Town functions or activities were an essential
component of this interdependency. The general mercantile
was usually the first establishment in a town. This was
true of VUolland; a small general store with a two coom
living quarters attached was preceded only by the depot.==

Mercantile activities prior to the store opening had
been conducted in a manner typical of frontier areas. A
farmer would drive his team and wagon to the nearest
settlement to lay in a several months’ supply of staples.
Such a trip to Topeka or Kansas City necessitated an absence

of several days to several weeks. This frontier trading

el



pattern ended with the coming of the railroad to Alma, and
later to Uolland. Uolland store proprietor 7"O0ad” Perry
originally stocked only the basic essentials or staples, so
farmers still made the trip to Alma periodically. Merchants

there attempted to achieve centrality--the ability to

provide needed goods and services in excess of the needs of
Alma’'s residents. =<

As Perry’s store became mare successful, area consumers
had less inclination to travel further to patronize another
store. Merchants calculated the distance their clientele
traveled into their prices, as trade center dynamics
depended upon the ability of the merchant to form a market
area for goods. For example, if Perry charged the same
price for an item that a merchant in Alma charged, it cost
less for =z UVolland area resident to travel to Veolland than
to Alma, thereby reducing the cost of that item by the cost
of the distance traveled. The closer a customer lived to
the store, the cheaper it was to make purchases——the
concept of range of goods.==

Merchants also calculated in the other services they
rendered for their clientele. Accepting barter in trade
was an accepted part of the merchant’s function, as was the
purchase of groceries on credit, The store also provided
the cherished function aof visiting. To the isolated farmer
this social function was an added benefit of a trip Far
groceries.=*

The merchant usuzlly doubled as postmaster. Eefare

e



Volland existed the area was served by what was known as a
;ffarmers’ P. 9., as it was established in a farmhouss. On
: Macrch 1%, 1873, Henry Grimm became the First local
pustmaster.and his home thae past pffice, earlier the
settlars had received their mail at Wabaursee. The position
of postmaster was passed among the neighbors, until Leonard
Perry became postmaster in 1891. He fFirst incorpeorated the
post office into the store, giving farmers another excuse to
atop by, if only to pick up the weekly newspaper.=~

During the 1890s a transition was going on within
mercantile estahlishments across the nation, until by the
end of the century small town merchants could not survive
Just by stocking their stores with traditional staple goods
to meet the farm family’s needs for sugar, flour, arnd
coffee. Brand names, through the use of extensive mewspaper
advertising, tremendously changed consumer demands. Where
once consumers accepted wuhatever coffee the store stocked,
they now requested bramd names like Lion ar Folgers. These
demands greatly changed the mercantile estakblishment both in
appearance and in the types and rnames of goods offered to
consumers. =9

A second Ffunction typically among the first to be
addressed by towns was educatipmn. School had first been held
in Washington Township, bhowever, in 1BB2--befare the arriwval
of the railroad and its fourding of the town, but raughly
cantemparary ta ather schopl openings in the County.=°
At a meeting of area farmers held te discuss their

childrens’ future, E. Hoffman, Henry Uolland, and E. L.
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Lower were elected to be the first hoard of District 3. The
Hernry Kriesg Farm became the site of the fFirst schoolbouse.
Between March 1% and Jure 25, 1883, a restructuring changed
the district number to 9. Caoncern aver the Krieg huilding

prompted a special meeting May 7, 1866, at which Michael Fix

deeded one acre of his Farm to the district far the school.
The next year a 15xc4 Frame school was built far abcut
$400.00, Lessons were taught there until the sprcing cf 1874,
when at another special meeting a vote of ten tgo three
allowed the creation of a 20x30 stone schoolhouse an the
Sebastian Wertzberger farm. The contents of tihe gld fFrame
schogl were then sold. Equipment, wood, and outhouses were
purchased by other schools, farmers bought miscellanecus
items, and fFor %165 Mary Fix bought the building, which she
had skidded over the prairie to her housesite.=®

The paolitics, placement, and replacement of the Distraict
9 schocl were very typical of other early Plains schools.
Issues ather than school buildings were discussed during
District 3 meetings. 0One of these issues was improvements:
attaching stationary blinds to the windows in 1872, buiiding
a fence in 1874%, plastering the schoolroom in 1B7S5. EBut the
one tapic that brought lively discussion at every meecting
was who waould win the cordwood supply contact, as fthis was
one of the few ways an area farmer could earn cash. Ancther
topic which gernerated discussion at each of the annual
meetings was the length of the school terms armd who would

teach them, as the tendency was to h:ire a Female t=acher fcr



the three month summer term and a male teacher for the
three-manth winter term. This was typical aof Plains schools
as women worked far less. thereby saving the school maney.
while a male teacher was wanted for the winter term when the
big Farm boys attended. This pattern was followed when
possible, but the teacher situation was always an issue.

District 9 records for 1B73 carried discussions showing the

desire of the board to have the school taught in German; if a
gualified teacher could mot be found, the pasition would be
advertised aor school would be postponed.=?

School beards were typically comprised of a directar,
clerk and treasurer, leaders of their community and
generally reelected. Christopher Wertzberger held the
position of District 9 director from 1871 to 1880. Henry
Grimm was treasurer from 1871 to 1874 when his opposition to
the Wertzberger site cost him his seat. Grimm, believing
that lessans should be in English and wanting a closer
school for his children deeded a half-acre to form a new
district.==

Oistrict 9 was reapportioned and subdivided several
times during the later 1B70s and 18B0s, until it became
Numbers 8 (Sunnyslope), 1B (Spring Creek), 18 {Illinois
Creek), 70 (Hillside), arnd 268 (Grimm), which came to be
known as the Uolland school. Each of these areas maintained
a local identity hinging around the school, although the
Farmers also saw themselves as part of a larger community
which centered around Uolland, their store and the post

office, with the railroad providing a link to an even wider
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community, ome in which they were becoming more and more
active.

The half century from 1850 to 1300 saw Uolland
established as a caommunity, centered around its store and

schools. The railroad which had literally created and

shaped the town continued to dominates it, providing mast of
its population and defining most of its functiocns. The
railroad brought ocutside influences, often in the form of
goods, and encouraged the develapment of specialization such
as the marketing of grazing. The community had become gquite

dependent on this iron and steel newcomer.



-CHAPTER 3

Building a Community

Volland at the turn of the century was settling into
its role of railroad statiaon and trading center. UWabaunsee
Cgunty had grown in populatian from 1,023 in 1880 to 12,72l
in 1300, with the largest increase occurring between 1880
and 1B830. The county began to lose population after 1900,
until by 1320 it had 11,424 people. Washingtan Township’'s

population changes paralleled those of the courty. peaking

in 1830 with a population of 400 and then declining by
thirty to fifty people each decade.?

This population decline was typical aof rural Kansas and
the Plains. The trend bad many people waorried; who wowld
feed the growing nation, and even more impaortant, what would
hanpen to the rural values on which the courntry had been
founded™

The Cauntry Life Movement had its crigins during the
nationalization effarts of the 1880-30s. The nation was in
the throes of a rush toward modernization. Science and
American ingenuity could sclve angthing. The yeaman farmer
and the farmer’s idealized values could exist forever if the
reality of farm Families’ work and life was upgraded to fit
idealized modern standards. Hodernization would keeo peccle
down on the farm. The Country Life Movement. comorised
primarily of progressive easterners, encouraged the
government tc take an active and central role 1n correcting

the many deficiencies that they perceived in country life.
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Unlike other outside forces on rural life such as the

railroad, which was created to sarn a profit for urban

entrepreneurs, the Country Life Movement was altruistic.
In 1308 President Thecdore FRoosevelt appointed a

Country Life Commission to study the probhlem. The

Commission solicited rural opinions through thirty public
hnearings. CThe only ones close to Kansas were in Denver,
Omaha, and Council Bluffs. These cities were to represent
the middle plains perspective.} In addition tao the
nearings., the Commission mailed surveys to residents of
Forty states and territories. They received 120,000
answers.

The local Republican paper, the Alma Enterprise., barely
reported on the Commissian, while aother kansas weeklies ran
the entire survey and carried grn a lively debate. Farm
journals were also active in the dialogue betueen the Farmers
and the commissiaon, In the Fall of 1908 meetings were held
in Kansas schools to obtain grass rpopots cpinians.=

Although the commission held hearings and tallied
surveys, the members already knew what they would find.
Conditions down on the Farm were old fashioned. Ouestions
asked of the rural populace were designed not to Find ocut iF
things were bad, but rather just how bad things were. The
pastoral was nanexistent in the pastures, fields, and homes
of rural America.

The cammissiagn identified "three main directions in

which the farmers can help themselves; namely, better



Farming, better business, and better living omn the Ffarm.”
They felt that this could be done by cooperation,
cammunication, organization, and education. The objective
af the Country Life Commission was not so much to help
farmers raise better crops, but to call "attention to the
apportunities for better business and better living on the
facm, =

The commission's answer to better business was
coaperation and organizatiaon. If large numbers af farmers
would voluntarily organize and cooperate, they could
influence agribusiness and econamics. The Farmer's Union
stores and elevatars, such as the ones in Alma, were a
result of this effort.

The Country Life Commissian had many praposals for
better living. Some involved the character af the farmstesad
——ideas for better conmstruction of ¢he fFfarm haouse, barn,
and outbuildings. OQCtbers involved making the farmstead maore
attractive through gardens and lawns. Liberty Hyde Bailey

published a four volume work, Cyclopedia of American

Agriculture, in 13803 top assist farmers adjusting to the neuw

methods aof agriculture and farm living. Bailey compiled
this set while he was a professor at the New Yaork State
College of Agriculture, Ithaca. He was also chairman of the
Courntry Life Cammission. Each of the six other commissian
members elther taught or wrote inm the area of agriculture
and cural life.=

The repart filed by the Country Life Commission listed

in detai.l the deficiercies of farm life. Each of these
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drawbacks was then answered by a praoposal to correct the
situation. Some were straightforward. The lack of good
highway facilities was countered by the proposal to improve
all roads and highways. The Goad Roads Movemesnt, actively

supparted in Wabaunsee County, was the result.

Other deficiencies were noted such as poor sanitation
and the lack of adequate public health. The Country Lifers
thought that farm 1ife should be the most healthful aof
lifestyles, but instead they found that disease, poor diet,
contaminated water, and generally unsanitary conditions were
coupled with long hours of toil. The commission’s answer
was the estahblishment of more effective boards of health
which would t=ach general hygiene. 0One result in Washington
Township was that the farmers constructed better wells and
privies.®

As the commission saw 1t, the home had the most promise
for the overall betterment of country life. The farm
woman’s lot was full of burdens and very narrow compared to
the urban ideal. More attractive and comfortable homes
would induce youngsters to stay on the farm. By teaching
domestic, bhousehgld, and health issues to all schoglchildren
and by reaching out to adults through extensiaon and through
women's clubs, improvement could gquickly be seen. UWabaunsee
County’s experience paralleled these nationwide efforts.
Education and organization of farm woman enhanced the
gquality of daily life. Good reading matter was promcted ard

libraries were introduced into rural areas.®



Country Lifers believed they could suggest solutions 
but they needed country people to assume the leadership in
solving these prablems. The commission was to serve as a
catalyst rather than as active agent of change.

Same Washington Township farmers supported the

cammission’s Ffindings, while other Ffarmers (and the majority
were in this group’ rejected them. Many farmers were angry
over the repetitive and paternalistic way the Country Lifers
told them how bad their lives were and how to i1imprave them,
while at the same time praomoting the myth af a yeoman fFarmer
who had never existed. Farmers who traditianally had had
little use for the educated expert were heing told by their
newspapers, farm Jjourmals, and gavernment to accept whole-
heartedly the new, the expert, thrawing over the ald, the
Familiar, the tried armd tested lifeways. Jthers saw 1t as
denying their childrer a right to choose urban gccupations.
Fach side saw the other as arrpgant. DOespite opposition the
Country Lifers continued their efforts to convince rural
people to accept their proposals whole-heartedly.?

The major conflict between tha twoc groups lay in
perceptign. Farmers saw farming and its attendant rural
gualities as a way of life, while the Cauntry Lifers sauw
Farming first as a business and secondly as a way aof life:
"the business af agriculture must be made to yield a
reasonahbhle return to those who follow it intelligently; ang
life on the farm must be made permanently satisfying to

intelligent. oragressive peaple...a gradual rebuiriding of a

————



new agriculture and a new way gf life.” This reconstruction
caused resentment and retrenchment among the canservative
Farmers. Farmers tried to hold on to the old ways by
adapting slowly, but World War I and the natianwide move
toward industrialization togk 1ts toll on the traditional
Flint Hills Farming and pasturing systems and an Family
lifFeways.®

Although Farmers resisted changes suggegated by the
Country Life proponents, the advantages brought by the
railroad were readily incorporated into Flint Hills
lifeways. Listening For the train, visiting the depot,
catching a train to a variety of places fFor business or
pleasure--all became a part of everyday life. The railroad
had a direct influence on the town, as noted 1n the Alma

Enterprise. "The population of Volland, has i1ncreased
caonsiderable the past week as the R. . steel gang ars now
located here.” "The Rock Island extra gang which was
lgcated at Volland for several mormths moved to Alta Vista.”
These groups brought meney into the town.”

The railroad sent out a carpenter gang in 1912 toc huwild
another laading chute onto the existing stockyards. This
improvement was greatly appreciated by the stock shippers,
as 1t enanled them to load or unload two cars at one time.
Cattle, hogs, and sheep were routinely shipped in and out of
the vnlland stockuyards. The number of cattle thus mowved
yearly was well irto the thousands. The local newspaper

reported weekly which farmer was shipping armd how much af

what commodity. AN exampie: "A train load of cattle arrived



here Saturday. Most of them being taken to the Aye pastures
near Manhattan.” The Vaolland stockyards were popular
because train schedules to tHanhattan required cattle to he
enroute far two additional days. Instead the cattle wers
driven over the hills using the Spring Creek Lane, fenced
of f for this purpose. Use of the railroad to move cattle
became routine: "Several cars af cattle were being shipped
out everyday on account of the shortage in grass and water

in pastures,” noted the Alma Enterprise in the summer aof

1913,

Farmers had other uses for the railroad than just staock
movement, as indicated by this typical newspaper item:
"Schepp and Casey got in several cars of corn, cake and
cottaon seed this week.” [t was common practice for several
farmers to purchase and ship jointly 1in this manner.

Farmers also used the train for fun activities: "Ouite a
number aof stock shippers went down for the stock show at
Kansas City this week,” said a 1912 news item.?

During 1909, Volland's business area toaok on a new look
when Otto Blonc decided tg build a new blacksmith shop.
Blormc had replaced Sylvester Hiner, so his was not a new
service. This progression was typical of towns, as was the
sequence of busiresses: first a general stare cpened, then a
blacksmith shop.'=

The community had readily accepted the store and had
adjusted its trading patterns accordingly. Volland was rguw

the local trading center., Its shopping area stretched ocut



beyond Washington Township, creating an irregular area of
roughly Fifteen to twenty miles sguare., It stretched east
and west from points halfway between ARlma and Vaolland, and
betuween Alta Vista and Volland, includimg the Templin
cammunity. The neorth to sowth boundaries were much more
irregular, From Oeep Creek, an area midway to Manhattan,
south to Illinois Creek and South Branmch. Stores at the
turn of the century carved out such trading =2reas. then
later had to defend them as the automobile began to change
trading patterns yet again.*=

Trading patterns common during the First several
decades of the twentieth century included taking eggs in to
use as harter and going to the store on its late nights—-
Monday, Thursday, and Saturday-—-after all the Ffarm work was
dorme. The opportunity for socializimg was amn important
magrnet for the community stare.

Dad Perry was replaced 2y a yaunger merchant. This
merchant proved wurswceessful, as he did nat speak German, sc
John William Kratzer bought the mercantile business in 13900,
Kratzer had previously clerked in a store in Alma. 0Otto,
his younger brother, also jpoined the establishment as a
clerk, and then he, too, moved up as the brothers Formed in
1910 a partnership that was to last twenty years. Moving up
to store owner from clerk was a tradition typical of country
stores.*®

Merchants af this pericd assumed a number of functions
which later became specialized or murmicipal Furmctioms. The

Kratzers pecfarmed banking, pest office, transpnortatiorm, and



produce trade Functigns. This diversification was essential
for a general mercantile to be svuccessful .*=

The Kratzers’ primary function as bankar was a carry
over From earlier agricultural periods. Marchants extanded

credit to their customers, collecting twice a year on

oputstanding accounts. This eased the tight money situation
for the farmers, while at the same time allouwing the
merchants to sell their goods. 7This symbiotic relationship
was further strengthened through the marchants’ role in
produce sales. Barter was a viable Form of exchange in
Uolland as it, too, helped ease tight monay situations.
Kratzers accepted eggs and at times other items in exchange
for groceries and dry goods. This produce they in turn
shipped to market via the railroad, taking the money they
realized from its sale to pay their creditors, the wholesale
dealers aof Kansas City. This rather elaborate system aof
contacts allowed merchants to thrive. Their practice of
Fulfilling the middle-men’s niche aided a wide wvariety of
people from farm family to major eastern wholssalse
establishments with branches in the nfidwest. Kratzers
enabled the mutual interdepaendsnce aof Uolland and the
countryside to continue to the advantage of all.t=s

Early stores traditionally contained the post office.
The Kratzers continued this role by applying for and
receiving the postal contract for the Valland area. They,
like Dad Perry and other good merchants befare them,

realized that picking up the mail served as an excellent
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drawing card to their business. At the same time the check
from the government increased their income. Bill Kratzer
recelved their First contract in 1800. Rural mail routes
were rapidly being established out of Alma, but many
residents were still unserved, and others caontinued to
prefer using the store. The mail trains corntinued toc be met
regularly. The Kratzers hired Willie Hermes to meet the
trains and hang the mail sacks. Parcel post became
available in 1913.*7

The store served as an active sgcial center, with the
merchants playing a vital rple as news dispenser to the
isolated Farmers. Anyone stopping at the store was sure tc
find someone with whom ta visit. The merchants also kenpt
newspapers for their customers, thereby becoming well-read
themselves, The Kratzers, however, not wanting to offend
any customer, rarely sided on the marmy issues heatedly
discussed on their porch in the summer ar around their stove
in winter., The Kratzers encouraged loafing in their store
and, understanding their customers’ need for a community
sacial setting, eagerly provided it. Besides, they
reasoned, the loafers bought plugs of tobacco, crackers. and
other items as they talked.

The store opered at B:00 AM and kept long hours., Evening
hours varied with the seasons, the store often staying open
wntil 10:00 PM so farmers could come in after they got obut
of the fields during harvesting. 0UOn the nights they were
scheduled to be open late the merchants often had to chase

the Ffarmers out and lock the doors at midnight, especially



an Saturday nights.

The store's basement doubled as storage and as a
tavern, at least until prohibition came to Kansas. Beer and
whiskey were bath sald. 0On many Saturday nights Farm
families would drive to town tgo buy groceries, pick up their
mail, and visit. As was typical of thousands of rural
communities, visiting was as importamt a reason for going to
town as was anything else. Isolation was still a Fact cfF
farm life. Men would gather in the basement to relax with
fellow farmers and to talk over crops and palitics, to
gossip, and of caurse to enjoy the contents of the barrels.
The women reigned over the store area, relaxing and
relishing the contact with other women, as they were less
likely tham the mern to have an excuse to leave the farm and
so to have the opportunity to visit with one another. As
the women visited and shopped, they also kept a watchful eye
on the children who played in fromt of the stora.

Volland was a booming trade center. The new partners
Found that their store could not hold all the groceries, dry
goods, and durable goods from agricultural supplies to shoes
their customers demanded. Customers, especially with the
advent of advertising, expected specific brands -- and of
course everyone wanted a different brand. Not only that,
but on many an evening their little store was so full of
peonle that they had trouble getting through the crowd to
gather their customers’ grocery needs. The Kratzer brothers

decided that what they and Volland needed was a newer,



larger, more up-to-date mercantile establishment.

They chose a site Just across the road from the cld
frame stpre, as Monroe Street was mnever locally identified
as anything other than a township road. The land was
purchased from Barbara Volland, but 1t lay west of the
original town plat.

The basement was dug by a crew using borse slips, but
the Kratzer brothers had city-like plans for their new, two-
story brick structure. The basement waes to be used as a
storeroom, the First Floor for gemeral merchandise, amd the
second for storage, as a dwelling, and maygbe eventually to
enlarge their stock. They plammed to use the old store as
an annex, for some hardware and farm i1tems, S

By October, 1812, both the Alma Enterprise and Alma

Signal were keeping Wabaunsee County residents apprised af
the store’s progress. News items like this one appeared
almost weekly: "The brick work on Kratzer’s new building is
progressing nicely and ifF the weather is favorable, will
spon be Finished.” By the end of October the rnew store’s
brick work was completed. These rews items alsc attractad
shoppers to Volland to check the progress of the
construction work, talk with the Kratzer brothers about
their plans, and get groceries. The news items were
excellent Free advertising.?*®

Navember saw carpenters hard at work on the store
building. They were followed by plasterers during Oecember,
The new year, 15313, saw wark progressing rapidly.

Carpenters were called in again during February. George



Falk had the carpentry contract. The store was built at a
cost of $7-B000. A cement porch surrounded the front two
sides of the store, on the east side 1t was wagon-box height
for ease of loading. Three steps assisted one’s entrance.

This lay-aut was typical of small-town stores.=<

With the building nearing completion, the Kratzers
decided ta purchase stock for the new store in addition to
dning their regular spring buying on theic semi-annual trip.
This time, i1nstead of one of the partners going by himself,
Otto XKratzer took Louise Dittman, the clerk, along to assist
with the purchases. They hired Clara Fix to assist in the
store during their absencoce. The Kratzers were now making
their majaor twige-a-year buying trips toc Kansas City rather
than points east. The railroad’s influence had also charmged
the habits af hundreds of other store owners across the
Plains 1n a like manner.=?

The store made bulk purchases and had them shioped bo
rail. Shipments were usually arnounced in the paper:
"Kratzer Bros. got in a car of stock salt Tuesday.” The
salt had probably been ordered by Otto on his spring hugying
trip. Such items were often aordered in advance and then
would be shivpped to coincide with the merchant’'s greatest
need, in this case Just at th; begirning aof the pasturing
season .=~

Stocking the new store continued. RArranging items
carefully to attract customer attention has always heen a

part of the merchant’'s cunning. Otto Kratzer and Lculse

il



Dittman went back ta Kansas City, combining last minute
stocking with their Fall buying trip to purchase winter
goocs. Such spring and fall purchasirg trips were part of
the overall business life for store owrners.==

Rs the clerks and owners completed the last minute
details on the store and its contents, the nswspapers of
Rlma reported:

Kratzer Brothers at Veollamd have completed one of
the most attractive store buildings in Wabaunsese
Coaunty and arranged an cpening for Saturday.
October 18. Thay invite the people of Uollanmd and
vicinity to make them a call on the opening day
and be shown through the store.

The goods are being neatly arranged for the Fall

and general opening. Each person who attends will
be given a neat sScuvenir.

This was a rather lengthy article for the Alma Signal. It
was Ffollowed by a half-page advertisement--the First time
this store had actively advertised in the Alma weeklies, ==

Firmally one of the biggest days for the Uolland
community was upan the town. Df course 1t was front page
neuws in the Alma papers:

The grand aopening was attended by sewveral hundred
peaple from all portions of the county. A great
number from Alma went pn the morning trains., All
were received with a cordial welcome....

The guests at the opening were treated in a royal
manner. After they were escorted through the new
building where the new fall goods were displayed
in an attractive manner, they were taken to the
Former stpre building, where sandwiches, coffee,
cakes, and ice cream were served. Fach was given
a Full portion of eatakbles as a sufficient supply
was an hanrd,

Each person was given a souvenir., whether a
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purchase was made or not. The remembrancses were
attractive ones and will be kept by their owners
as a reminder of one of the biggest days they have
spent in this part of the county.

The souvenirs were china plates for the ladias,
arnd pernnants for the cother guests. . . . They
have enjoyed the patronage of the people of
Volland and vicinity for the past ten years and by
their method of giving their customers good.
dependable merchandise have won their friendshaip
and trade.”="

Opening day of the new Uolland store was indeed a gala

event: the 1inside of the store building was decorated with
garlands of creme-paper, and pennants were everywhere. The
clerks, Louise Dittman and Trudie Emrich, even wore pennants
as sashes. According to the Alma Enterprise, “About 250
‘Kratzer' banners and as many handsome platters were given
away as souvenirs,"=e

Not only was the store stocked with the latest
merchandise, but that merchandise was disnlayed in state-of-

the-art display cases. Everythirg was modermn and city~liks

1n appearance. The Alma Enterprise claimed, "It was a great

day for Uolland, the like of which they will nrobably
never see again.” The grand store looked rather out of
nlace, surrounded as it was by pastures and hills.=7

That December, the Kratzer Brothers General lMercantile
of Uolland carried a multi—cglumned advertisement announcing
its wish for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to its
customers, as was typlcal of all the Alma businesses. The
Kratzers, however, combined their advertisement with a
reminder to their customers that:

Christmas is drawing near, so please rememkber



that the Uolland Store bhas very nearly everything
in stock which will make a Suitable Christmas
Present For yourg and old. Such as fancy
Chinaware, Orrnaments, a2ll kinds of Toys, Candies,
Nuts, Fruits amd all kinds of something good to
gat. QJur long Suit is the useful articles which
are mostly bought now days for Christmas
Presents. =%

Uolland as a town had matured in other wags, tco. The

tounship gowverning bgcard held their regular meeting there,
usually in the store.="

Alcthaugh Kratzers fulfilled many of the functions of a
banker, area residents knew that major banking and
miscellaneaus husiness Functions were only a short train
ride away. The Uglland depot was a regular stop for locals
Na. 14, eastward and No. 13, westward. In addition to these
local passengers, local fFreights and regular trains
stopped.=*

Unlland was seen hy farmers 1n its trade area as their
primary trading center, evan though shopping was also done
at the county seat, Alma, and trips to other towns were
commonly recorded in the local news section of the Alma
newspapers. Trips to the doctor and dentist were usually kc
Alma., J. A. Steinmmeyer, Louie Schepp, and George Casey. all
members of the Uolland community, sat aonm the board aof
directors of the Farmer’s Natipnal Barmk 1n Alma. Tawns like
Alma, Alta Vista, Topeka, Manhattan, and Karmsas City all
were part of the trading complex of Uolland. As these trips
were usually combined Fupctions, the village of Ugllard
enjoyed no monopoly on residents’ purchases.

Uolland residents did rot lack the functicns awvallable



in the larger towrs, as some Flint Hills communities did.

The store did its best to keep up with the times. Big-toun
sgda fountain stores were approximated by the ice cream and
soda poo served out of the ice hox kept in the meat room.

The drug-store function was met by the patert remedy

shelves. The need for a saloon was met hy the old store's
hasement. Kratzers attempted ta meet all the needs aof the
residents inm their trading area. Those functions they were
unable to meet were anly a short train ride away.
3 Schools in Washington Township during the 1300-1320s
retained the subdivisions made during the late 1B0Os. The
schools reflected changes going on throughout the Plains.
Teachers were now predominantly women teaching until they
married, with am occasional male teacher using teaching as a
3 stepping-stone. Teachers' salaries ranged from $35 to $7S a
manth. There continued to be a discrepancy in wages between
the genders.=!

Teachers now were expected to carry at least a secord
grade certificate, In the Volland school between 1500 and
1913 eight terms were tauwght by teachers holding this level
of certificate, seven terms were taught by teachers with a
third grade certificate, and one term by a first level.
after the 1313-1914 term and throughout the period under
discussiaon, teachers had all received normal school
training. This higher level of educatiorn aof the teacher was
the norm as teaching was now seen as a profession, In

addition the teachers were also expected to attend teaching
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institutes and to be active in the Reading Circle.==
Standardized textbooks were required by the Unifarm

Textbook Law, County superintendents had standardized
funding and curriculum throughout the County's school
districts. The school grounds were changing as much as the
teaching. As a result of sanitatian 1ssues of the 18390s,
twa privies were placed at opposite corners of the schocl
grounds. Efforts were made to beautify the yard., yet the
school house with its barn standing on a barren knoll was
still common in Washington Township. The Country Life
Commission exerted a heavy influence on the schools., for
they envisioned a special role for schogols--an integral part
aof averall plans to improve country life. The commissicn
listed the rural school system as gne of its three immediate
concerns. They called for "a new kind of schools in the
coguntry, which shall teach children as much outdoors as
indoors and perhaps more, so that they will prepare feor
country life, and not as at present, mainly far life in
town . =2

The commission ranked schools as second in its list of
deficiencies. Educators concurred with the commission that
gne-roam schools were to blame for the rural migration.
They played up the commission’s recommendations as they
moved ta adapt the gld 3-RBs curriculum to the new call to
better country life. Schools natignwide, urban and rural,
adjusted their curriculum to rural issues by teaching new
subjects like nature study. School libraries were

encouraged, =4



The commission pointedly salicited rural opinion on
this issue by including this survey gquestion: "Are the
schools 1n your nerghborhood training boys and girls
satisfactorily for life on the Farm?” The commissian

anticipated the farmers would respond negatively—--"nat

necessarily because they thought their schools were poor
schools, but because they helieved their schools had, in
fact, encouraged their children to leave the farm and se=k
more advanced positions in li1fe than farming. =%

The curriculum changes shocked farmers. The
commissian, responding to educators. claimed: "Everywhere
there is a demand that education have relation to living,
that the schools should express the daily life. and that 1in
the rural districts they should educate by means of
agriculture armd country life subjects.” Thz rural school
curriculum expanded to include nature study, health. and
sanitation. Flint Hills farmers could not readily see the
benefit of the courses, for to them a nature walk to the
creek sounded too much like fun and rot ermgugh like
school .¥¢

Fun, to many VYolland area residents, was sSynanymous
with baseball. By 13913 the community was caught up in the
nationwide basepball Fad, so Kratzers supplied land for a
baseball diamond behird the store. Games were reoorted i1in
the weeklies with other local news: "The First baseball game
of the season was played bere Sunday between Volland and

Templin., The score was 6 to 3 in favar of VYolland. Quit=2 a



crowd attended the game. A number coming up from Alma.”
The Uolland team was one of the First teams organized, well
before the team in the county seat of Alma, a point aoften
bragged about by the Uolland community. Baseball and

gathering at the store were not the only social activities;

dances were also becoming popular.=®7

Socializing was made easier and certainly more
interesting as the automobile made its appegararce during the
1310s. By the end of the decade the automobile had just
begun to make its mark. acting as a catalyst for scc:ial,
ecornomic, and political changes.

The Volland community was by now made up cf clder
second-generation and younger third-generation sattlers,
intersgersed with newcomers who had purchased their Farms
from the pigneers. JHerman was still usec by many of the
older pegple, but by the 1910s English had become the=
predaminant language. The residents were primarily farmers,
with a Few railroad employees residing in the town itself.
Econmomic distinctions were becoming more noticeable, as it
became apparent that certain Families owned more land arnd
had a better standard of living than their neighbors.

The years 1303 to 1314 were excellent years for the Farmer
overall.

Uolland continued to react to complex external fForces
which were increasingly changing this community. The
Country Life Movement, only one of many external Forces on
the community. sought to change everything from schacls :o

roads tg what the family talked about at the dirmner tabla.



The peagple had willingly ad]justed to the changes the
railroads had introduced, but in all other ways they and
their economy were still dependent on horsepower.
Independent pioneer life was giving way to an increas:ng
dependency on goods and services from the outside as the
community entered a period of modernization. Communication
was greatly enhanmced by the telegraph which the railroad
pperated out of its deppot. Within the community, the
pioneers were all gone and the Civil War veterans had died.
Good economic conditions mationally brought good crop prices
and a prosperity which made possible the increased standard
of living the Country Life Cammission believed would keep

peaple dawn an the Farm--even after they’'d seen K.C.

it
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UOLLAND ACCEPTS MODERNIZATION

The end of World War I brought many changes to the

Uallard community. [t cantinued as an active trading

center, but gutside influences brought an era of
modernization tao this Flint Hills wvillage. The telepharne,
automobile, and impraved roads decreased the isolation of
Farm life. The building of the Chicago, Rock Island, and
Pacific’'s double track exposed the community to many
outsiders while bringing in money. This income eased saome
of the difficulties the twenties brought to the farmers, but
nathing could completely offset the effects of the
natiornwide depression of the thirties. Many of the reforms
comprised in the LCountry Life Movement were Finally
accepted. These changes were ultimately incorporated into
the Volland community armd into the farm fFamily’'s life st.le.

Natianwide, with the end of World war I, people desired
a return ta narmelcy. but Washingtorm Township, like the rest
of the nation, could not return to what some of the older
residents called the good old days. Majaor changes were
making a profound attack an rural isalatiaon and
pravincialism.

The aftermath of World War [ brought a higher standard
of living te the rmation as a whole. The suwitch from guns to
butter meant that more and better consumer goods wers heing

produced. These goods were heavily advertised to reach the



prosperous urban group. The rural class, respnndihg to a
decade aof Country Life rhetoric, also desired these goods,
and in Ueclland, the Kratzers’ store was glad to oblige.
The Xratzers. progress-oriented as they were, often
introduced new items to their clientele. 0One af the best
examples of this type of change came with their promotion of
Western Electric products. The Kratzers, wha rarely
advertised, in 1924 ran several ads in the laocal weeklies
announcing that they had taken aover as Western Electric’s
agent to Wabaunsee County, ready to supply the farm lighting
plant, batteries, and other lighting needs. Shortly
thereafter the Volland local news included this typical
entry: "0Otto Kratzer has heen husy the past week installing
a light plant in the Herman Falk place at Templin.” The
installation of these plants aon farms throughout their
store’s trading area was heralded as a sign of progress.
home betterment, and status. Electricity, even with the
limited use that came from a light plant, hegan toc make a
difference in farm life.?

The Unlland store, heing a modern mercantile
estahlishment, also began to stock such items as hand-
pawered vacuum sweepers and, later, electric sweepers.
Tennis halls competed for space with home improvemert
supplies. Aspirin and octher drugs were more in evidence.

In other ways the store contirnued familiar functions.
Local girls still became clerks--Clara Fix was replaced by
Rosa Heideman, who was replaced hy Hazel Grunewald.

rfamiliar brands uwere found on the shelves. The Washington
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Township 8oard continued to hold its meetings there, making
Valland the seat of township government. Charles Heideman,
C. F. Horne, and Otto kratzer comprised the District PE
schccl_haard, sao they held their meetings in the store, too.

The merchants continued to receive infaormation and pass it

alang, Otto Kratzer even taking on the local news columns in
the two Alma papers and the Alta Vista Journal. The
increased use of Rural fFree Delivery continued to reduce the
need fFor a post office, but the Kratzers kept the cantract
until Octpber 31, 1955.=

Customers in the 1920s wused a variety aof veniclss to
reach Uplland for trading purposes, as one wouwld expect
during this transitional perigd in transportaticn. The
local mews reported items such as, "Art Meseke was over with
mules after salt.” dther custamers maotared in for
groceries. The increased use aof automobiles and trucks
caused changes aﬁ the stare. A gas pump was installed
outside on the porch. Inside, a section of store shelving
was allotted to tire supplies and ecther filling station
rmeeds. Kratzers also began to stock small guantities of
sacked feed.™

During the 1320s Kratzer faced a Familyu of %towugh
competitors that was coming into its own. Mail order
houses, such as Montgamery Ward and Sears, Roebuck, and
Company, actively sought the rural market begirning in 1886
through the vse of 1llustrated catalogs. Farmers read ard

reread these wish books and sopn began to place grders. The
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mail arder houses selected goods which would appeal to the
rural market, amd by volume purchasing they could offer
reduced prices to their customers. By offering savings and
the ease of shopping at home, coupled with the convenience
of parcel post and rural free delivery, they could pull
customers from small-town merchants like the kratzers.
Consumers’' Familiarity with brand names and comfort with new
guality standards also helped open this market. Washington
Township began to avail itself of mail order as first the
agricultural and then later the nationwide depress:i:ons
caused people to seek savings., Flint Hills farm families
also became more aware of clothing styles as they were
exoggsed to catalogs, motion pictures, and newspapers.
Improved communication and transportation allowed people to
broaden their community identificatiomrn, so that they did not
rely sg heavily on the bonds they had F=lt with the local
store and merchant. The old country store was gradually
being replaced on the Plains. The store, which had once
served as a social, political, and economic center, was
under direct attack from a variety of external Factors. of
which the mail aorder house was but one.?

Bill Kratzer’'s health began ta decline in late 1322.
He began to be away from the store more amnd more,
necessitating an additional clerk. Bill died suddenly while
working 1n his store on November 3, 1330, at the age of
sixty-five, This ended a successful twenty-year
partrnership., 0Otto carried on the staore; {1label, his wifs=,

hegan to take an increasingly active role; and Gus Kratzer,



another brother, Jjewined the staff as a clerk.®

Improved commurication and transportation took peaoule
physically and mentally further frcm their homes.
communities, and the local store. Young pedaple were reminded

constantly of the opportunities awaiting them in larger

towns and cities. The rural to urban shift continued
despite the earlier efforts of the Country Life Movement,
Wabaunsee County had a population of li,424% in 1320; by 1840
it had declined ta 9,213. UWorld War I had assisted this
odtward trend, as people were encouraged to seek job
opportunities in cities then actively engaged 1in rapid
industrializatian.=

While the urban class prospered during the twenties.
the country was experiencing an agricultural decline. The
1922 tariff act, created as part of the nation’s r=2turn tc a
protectionist attitude, impaired the ability of the American
farmer to compete an the weorld market. This i1nability to
sell produce, coupled with the loss of wartime markets,
induced an agricultural depression. Farming meanwhile had
become increasingly capital-intensive, while its reliance an
labor diminished. Towns such as Yolland, which existed in a
balance between agriculture and the railroad had to
retrench.

Uplland turned to 1ts other means af suppart, the
railroad. The Chicaga, Rack Island, and Pacific Railroad
Company of 15920 was weak, having made same poor business

deals during the 1310s, and was 3just caming aut of



gaovernment cantral during the war. But the Company rapidly
gained strength under its president, Jim Gorman. Quring the
1920s anmother wave of economic concentration occurred in big
business. The Interstate Commerce Commissicn increased its
tole, especially in rate Fixing powers. The discovery cf
oil on the company’'s Arkansas line brought a new boom. By
1922 business was improving when a massive strike had
repercussiaons throkghokt the railroad itndustry. During 13923
there was same internal shuffFling within the executive
level, but the Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific, now
seventy years old, seemed strong enough to weather all such
storms.”

The peocple aof Wabaunsee County were not overly
concerned about all this fimancial manipulation as long as
they continued to have adeguate service. They did get
exclted when the Rock Island, as the company was called
localily, announced plams to build a3 double track i1n thelr
area in 1925. Swch a track would ailow trains going west ta
use the northern track and trains going east to use the
southern track. Iraffic. and commerce, could increase. The
Union Pacific Railroad had begun building a dauble track
between Topeka and Kamsas City im 190S5. Under Interstate
Commerce Commission rwlings the Rock Island also used this
track. DOuring 1925 the company had built twenty-two miles
of track heading east From Herington, so the annauncement
was expected, since plans to Join these tepo noints had bean

rumored. It was anticipated that it would cost the Fock



Island two million dollars to bulld the twenty miles frocm
McFarland to Jones Station just abgove Alta Vista.®

A rallroad bhoom like this had not occurred in the
county since 1886-1887. These two cycles of railrogad
building in Washingtor Towrnship paralleled cone ancthec
clasely. As in lBBB. thae railroad had ta negotiate withk the
local landowners to purchase rights-of-way. Tgpical

transactions betweern the railroad and i1individual settlers

included:

DATE NAME AMOUNT FOR

June 30 George W. Thierer & wife $ 186.45 .BB acre

June 26 Mamie Brascha & husband 275.C0 Pt. NEL/4

July 23 lara Layman, et al 70.%4Q strip 13 ft
wide. SEl. 4

June 2B Otto Kratzer & wife 100.00 .21 acre

Aug 6 Charles F. Horrme & wife 206 .00

These five examples lay in track seguence arnd gravide a ceady
comparison aof 1925 land values. These prices were not
comparable to the fFirst land purchases made sixty—omne years
hefore on the same tracts of land, because the railrogad in
1326 was adding only a 1S-faogt strip to its existing
holdings, while befaore it was purchasing a 150-foot straip.,
The first three landowners were descendants of the earlier
owrners, while tha last two had purchased their land since the
earlier negotiatiaons., (Unly aone railroad was i1nvalved in
these purchases of 192%. All of which were handled by Fred
lles., of the real estate and tax department cf the Rock
Island.”®

After purchase of the rights-aof way, construction crews



began wark during 1828-27. Local residents faollowed the
railroad’s lead i1n calling this period "double tracking.™®
The track building was a blend of nineteenth—-century

transcontinental technigues and modern technology-—-horse

slips worked beside the steam shovel, mule-drawn dump wagons

lahored heside pony-engine-drawn dump cars, the horse-drawn
grader was next to the Stroud motorized grader, and the man

with his shaovel was dwarfed by the excavating machine pulled

by a caterpillar tractor. The first track’'s bhridge work
had been done by stone masons who laid up arched culverts;
now the railroad used concrete—-~-the cheaper, gquicker, and
mare effective way to build bridges.

Civil enginears set up their office in Alma. Soon the
survey crews were hard at work, planning what hridges to
widen, what grades to change, and what curves to straighten.
Fiva companies, all from outside Kansas, bid on this major
canstruction contract; the Rock Island plamnmed or lauing its
own track. Construction was to begin on April 15 and he
completed by Decembher 1. 0On March 22,1926, the bhids were
opened in Chicago. The Flick Construction Company of Chicago
was awarded the grading contract, while John W. Fox, El Reno,
received the masonry contract.:*©

By early April crews were moving fence and telegraph
lines near Wolland in preparation for the grading crews.
Flick Comnstruction Campany planned to dc all the steam
shovel and rock work itself on this stretch cf track. Theu

had material shipped irnto the VYolland station as noted in
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the Alma Enterprise: "About 30 cars of material and

machinery have arrived, including 13 cars nf ties, seven of
ralls, two of rail fFastenings ard a 70 ton steam shovel is
assembled near Volland.,”??

Subcontracts for parts of the construction work were
rmarmal. Shiriey and Calderhead of Omaha had the one for
all the team work west of Uolland, so that company
estahlished its camp about two miles west of Uplland.

Flick Construction Company was kept busy the

summer and fall of 1328, The Rock Island planned to
save money by purchasing the forty-acre John Baoettcher
farm and digging a new chamnnel for Mill Creek.
Crossing the creek two times within 1500 feet was not
considered feasible, so engineer G. L. Murphy planned
a cut that would eliminate a bridge, make possible the
use of a smaller anme, and save maintenance costs. A
100-haorse-power drag linme was brought 1n to dig the
new creek hed, and a narrow gauge track was built from
this site to the major grading sites to haul creek bed
dirt whioh would be used for fill. A pony engine
pulled a train of small dump cars between the two work
sites. Periodically this little track was extended
until dirt was hauled as far as four miles. This
vart of the track work attracted sightseers. Many
farmers loaded up their families on a Sunday afterncan
and drove over to check on progress.*=

Blasting was a necessary part of the construction work,

as the route lay through major l:mestane ledges typirzal of



the Flint Hills. 0One section of ledges, roughly three miles

east of Valland, repeatedly claimed lives. Blasting with

TNT was one of the more dangerous aspects of grading gang
work, =

The wark pace was stepped up in July. Grading gangs
began double shifts. Anather steam shavel was brought in,
Work on the bridge continued to progress, but the Fox
Construction Company experienced a high turnaver af
transient workers, especlally during constcuction of the
bridge one mile west af Valland.*™

Ouring Octoher 10,000 main line ties were scattered
along the double track route and then laid 3,000 to the
mile. The last stretch of track to be laid was betueen
Volland ard Alta Uista. After the rails were laid, eighteen .
inches of rock and cinder ballast was tamped under the rails
and around the tiss.*'®

The sequence of operations of track-laying was the
same as for the first track. As each gang completed :ts
tasks it maved on un the track, sach gang giving way to the
following gang as the work progressed from surveying, to
grading, to bridge-building--cement, then steel--and Finally
to track laying. Fach gang as it moved through Washingtan
Township infused money into the local economy, introducsad
new ideas into what had been up to then a rather
homogeneous soclety, and left a few new members 1n the

community when the rest of the gang moved an.

1.
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Tha immediate effect af the railroad employees was ta
swell the population of the township. The influx ﬁf sO many
people greatly ass;sted the local ecanaomy and reduced taxes.
The railroad employees af course spent maoney in the areas
where they lived. 0One of the Flick camps was two miles sast
of VYolland. The Shirley and Calderhsad camp was two miles
west of town. Just above tham was the Seabury camp,.?*e

Double-tracking brought Jobs and revenue to farm
families. Ironically, while men looked forward tao the
camaraderie of construction work, wamen, who took in borders
faor cash, were faced with what amounted to a fFull year of
twa threshing meals a day, At forty ta fifty cents a meal--
and Esther Thierer freguently fed a dozen and a half peaols,
it was Far more lucrative than selling or bartering eggs.
But the work was sg strenuous that it meant being hcuse- ar
Farm-bound. Esther Thierer served roast beef every other
cday, which meant a trin every other day to RAlta Vista for
her husband, George. 0On the ofF days she killied. dressed,
and cooked chickens enough to feed the current crew and any
of their family members who were rooming and boarding with
the Thierers. Her experience was typical af other Ffarm
women living along the track. Many local men, experiencing
tight finances due to falling agricultural markets. sought
emplagment on the various gangs, Farmers with their teams,
among them George Thierer and Rohert Brasche. hired out to
the contractors.*”

The Kratzer Brothers store of VUolland had a prasperous

two years selling supplies to railrocad employees and regular

Lh



customers alike. Sightseers also stopped for soda pop as
they admired the caonstruction Feat.

Although the second track was campleted in 18927, this
influx of people had a lasting effect on the outlook af the
Up.land area residents. Farm isalation decreased for the
many Families with boarders. The staore, the school, and
every social event brought the residents into contact with a
wide variety of ideas, concepts, and people from throughout
the United States and Mexico. New words Found theicr way
imto the local language. The people of Ualland Faund themselve
becoming mare tolerant of those who were different fram
themselves, as their sense of closely bcnded community
stretched to incarporate a new diversity.

Some of the men who came into the cammunity as railraad
employees stayed. Clara Fix, daughter of one of the pianeer
Families, married Charles Lauman, an agent et Uolland,

Hazel Grunewald, a clerk in the Kratzer stare, married Dewey
Wat~inms, a riveter on the bridge gang. Fhilomena Oittman,
another clerk in the store, married S, S. Estey, an
engineer. "Robert Carhin and family moved to Volland where
he is working on the double track,” as noted in the Alma
Enterpgrise. These were but a few examples of a pattern
which repeated itself wp and down the %rack. The imflux of

immigrants upset the balarmce aof the clder, established

cammunity and created a new community based an rew
adaptatians by the aclder community base.'®

Thi= caontact brought new ways of seeing the world at a
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time when regionalism and provincialism was already under
attack by techrological forces. The peogole of the Uglland
trading area, like those in countless other Flint Hills and
Plains towns, were in a8 state of Flux between the aold,
familiar, horse—-dominated world and the new, unfamiliar, and
at times scary, machine-dominated world.

While the railroad initiated Plains people to the
possibilities of a larger community, it was the autcmohile
that destroyed barriers. A horse and rider taking a shart-
cut through pastures was comman during Volland's early
trading period. However, with time roads becams
standardized, following section lines and ridgetaops.
blending Plains and Prairie pattens For road lay-out.
Increased use necessitated improvements as roads and
highways increasingly bridged the gaps between railropad
tracks.'®

References to automocbiles became commarnplace in the
Uplland news columns. 0One week's report in the 1926 local
news contained references to Gus Senne’s "rattle bhox.”
George Thierer's ”"leaping lena,” and Albert Schultz’s
"cherry seeder”; accounts of whao was motaring where., ard a
reference to Otrto Kratzer’s trip to Alma. The automabile
hbad replaced the horse and the train for local trips. Far a
time Ugolland was even omn a bus route. This transitian to
automobiles was heralded in the local weeklies by large ads
announcing car makes and prices, as Alma had twao

dealerships. Each of the two Alma papers cantaired a full

nage devoted to automobile-related information and



maintgnance. Announcements abaut purchasing licenses
indicated the incorporation of automobiles into the Caunty
tax structure. Automobile accidents were alsoc reparted. JF
course, Uolland residents wha purchased new cars cgntinued
to be duly noted: "Several nmew cars bheing dAriven here, Art
Schultz has a Durant coach and FPalph Brasche a Ford
roadster.” The Joke that 7 horses, these daus, never get
scared at automobiles in the road--only when they meet
anocther harse,” showed how completely the automobile was

incorporated into Washington Township life by 1927 .7%
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The introduction of motion pictures in Alma and Alta
VUista fFurther lured farm families away from the Yolland
community. The local weeklies carried theater
advertisements, announcing the transition fram silent to
talking films in 1327. In 1813 showings were randcm. Dut Dy
the twenties they uwere weekly. By 1330 residents were even
driving as far awayg as Council Grove toc see a show. =

Following the acceptance of the automghile, Farmers



répidlg incorporated the truck into their operations. This
vehicle revolutionized farm hauling, opened markets fFurther
from the farm, and killed the team haul concept. Farmgrs no
lpnger had to rely solely on the railroad tao move their
produce as crops and livestock both beganm to be trucked.
Feed during this time was morz= and mogre likely tao he a
sacked, totally prepared ration. This further enhanced the
truck’s usefulness to the farmer. Less and less dicd the
local news report train cars of bulk feed coming into the
station.

Dther changes occurred in agriculture due to the
increased acceptance of gasoline engines, The engines,
cpming as they did in a variety of styles and sizes, could
be readily adapted to the farmer’s needs. Statiomnary
engines came to be uwused in a myriad of ways iimited only by
a Ffarmer’s imagination. They relieved the drudgery cf
pumping water to stock and assisted in sawing wood when
attached to a buzz saw. The most revolutignary use of the
gasoline engine came with the replacement of the =sxzpensive,
limited steam engine with the more versatile, gasoline-
powered tractor. Tractors began to replace horses an
Washington Township farms 1n the later twenties. Scme
farmers made the transition early to a total tractor-and-
its-machinery style of farming. 0Other farmers., and these
caomprised the bulk during the thirties and fcrties. operated
with both horses and tractors. The tractor arnd its
specialized machinery gradually replaced the horse or mule

and its machinery, until by the fifties only one Farmar



clung exclusively to his harses. The uvee of tractor-pullsd
machinery changed farming technigue; for examplesa plowing
depth, row spacing, the caombine replaced the threshecr, end
the baling of bay was bhegun.==

Anather technolagical i1nvention which significently
reduced isclation, esgecially for farm women, was the
telephane. As the 1100 lire stretched west from Alma,
farmers eagerly installed crank-style wall telenhanes,
Kratzer's store, being at the ending point facr hoth the Alma
and Alta vista lines, installed a telenhane fram each
campany, Peagple an the Alma line could come to the store
and call friends whog were on the Alta Vista line, The
mecchants cauld justify the expense ol the added customer
service af having two telephones pecause half of their
customers were on sach line. Long distance service hecame
available in 1826, but many residents continued te meke
calls from the store. ©Coing to town to place a call on the
pther lire replaced the post office as an excuse to
spcialize.==

“*John Cromers are trying out a radio at their bhome this
week,” reported a iccal news note in February, 1325. The
radio became common in the area by 1826, This was anecther
technological innovation which greatly reduced isplation and
provincialism, providing Farm folk with the same
entertaimrment, current news, and advertisemnents enjoyed hy
city folk.==

One of the last major technological changes to come to



Washington Township was tctal farm electricity. In 1948
farmers could fFirnally claim meﬁbership among the growing
netwark of REA users. The Rural Electrification
Administration began in 13935, but as was typical of other
technological innovations, it took a while to arrive 1in the
township. Life was mever to be the same. No longer

were farm families limited by generateors and batteries to a
single-use electricity. Electricity revolutionized almost

every task, every aspect of life--from doing chares and

housework after dark to decreasing the labor of laundry and
no longer being dependent on ice or the spring house for
short—-term preservation of faoods. Women's role gn the farm
was changing with outside influences. Thé new agriculitural
technologies, coupled with an i1ncreased emphasis an the home
and on homemaking, meant an increased specializaticn. Fawer
women went to the fields or worked cattle with the male
members of their families. Life was still hard. but some
labor-saving devices uwere coming into the home. The
newspaper carried advertising which promoted screening,
painting, and wallpapering as ways to improve the home.
These changes would have been heralded by the earlier
Cauntry Life fMovement, as they reduced the farm woman’s
burden while at the same time bettered life within the farm
home. However, many women had left, and were leaving, the
farms to take advantage of the new Jjoh status of women in
towns and cities, leaving behind the drudgery which was
still such a dominant feature in the farm woman’'s life.

Rural women, and all women in Washington Township were

n
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in this category, hegan to have mare contact with other
women during the twenties, This was aided by the
autamobile, the tslephane, and an increase in voluntary
associations npen to women, The WCTU, Federatiom gf UWgomen'’s

Clubs, Eastern Star, and other national clubs active at the

time were seen by fFarm women as existing maore for tewn
wamen. A RFoyal Neighbors’ club started in Alma, but by
April, 1326, a group of Uglland wamen joined. flembers of
this active chapter aptended monthly meetings and district
meetings. At the October, 1826, mEeting in Alma the VYglland
women's group served the refreshments. The Royal Neighbors
Club role was replaced by maonthly meetings of the Uaolland
Club of Wabaunsee County's HOU, Home Demaonstration units, =+

Schools in Washington township were not as greatly
affected by outside forces during this period as they were
during the 1900~1920s. Schaols continued to figure strongly
in the farmer's sense af community. It was proudly
proclaimed te the larger community through the newspapers
that 7. . . the VUolland school has a new stage, freshly tinted
walls and varnished seats and desks”; and. "There will be a
pie and box social at the volland schoaol District 26 Friday
november 1 at B o'claock. A shart program will be given,
Ladies plaase bring pies aor boxes.” Eighteen dollars was
cleared at that oie social. Activities of the students were
also manitored: "The pupils of Uplland have been making hot
dish mats. alsa toys out of wood and painting them far

Christmas, =7



Enrollments for District 9 and 2B increased due to the
number of railroad employees living in the Township. Far
example, the pupil record for District 2B shows an
enrollment aof sixteen in 1920 and twenty-five in 13925.
Double-tracking alsa krought Spanish—-speaking children.#®

Community sentiment was stirred up over a proposed
rural high schosl to ke built in Alma. The local ueeklies
were daing their best to keep the issue before the county.
"Some very encouraging reports have come in from some of the
county districts the past 10 days regarding the attitude of
same of the maore prominent farmers towards the proposed

L

rural high school,” remarked the Alma Enterprise in June,

1829, "Some of them are coming to realize that the new
district is not a2 town proposition alome but that it :s based
on &8 much broader principle...it belongs to the whole
community.” In due time this high school was built, and
another 1n Alta WVista. As a high school education became
mare desired, young peaple from the Volland cemmunity either
drove in to school aor boarded in town, much like their
counterparts throughout the Plains., The Alma and Alta Vista
high schools expanded tao teach vocational agriculture and
damestic science Chome economics) courses, reflecting the
effect of the earlier Country Life Movement.="

College alsc became a viable option for an increasing
number of young people by the late twenties. Mabel BRrasche
and Myrtle Horne were but two examples of this gption,

Adult education in Wabaunsee County was present in the farm

of Ffarmers’ institutes, county fairs, women’'s clubs, and



reading material. Chautavgquas were well-attended by Township
residents as were duly noted in the local weeklies.

In spite af automobiles, telephores, and radios,
getting together with neighbors was still the favorite

activity among wWashington township farm families. Card
games and card parties gained papularity during tne
twenties, as they combimed fun activity and visitatartion.
Monthly card parties 1mn the old Templ:n end Spring Creek
schoolhouses became a tradition which persisted throughout

the decades. Parties were always popular and, of course,

reported in the local news: "A number of friernds gathered at
the August Simon home Sunday evening. All were dressed 1n
tacky costumes. Refresshments were served.” Swimming and

fishing parties were common summer sacial activities.
Darmces and picnics also were common activities. These
community activities werse open, nonexclusive. no-
invitation-necessary affairs.®?

Chivarees. long a favorite social activity of rural
residents, continued theic role. These were announcec L1n
the local news as significant events 1n the community. taah
couple caormtemplating marriage knew what to expect ard
anticipated the subsegquernt partuy: "The Uolland neighbors
calied on Mr, and Mrs. Chas. Laymen with cow bells and ti-
pans Sunday evening at the Fix home, to wish them a lang and
happy married l1ife. Cardy and cigars were foprthcoming. ==

Baseball continued to be popular in Uoiland, amd Sunday

games an the diamend out behind the store continued as they

1
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had since the 1910s. Because of school activities, faatball
and track meets were gaining popularity. In 1939 a tennis

court was built in Ugolland, so a new sports fever swept the

In general the fall of 1523 was depressing for Vollanc.
Frank flunzer, tslegraph cperatar, committed suicide.
November saw the QOtto Kratzer hame burned ard angther brazin
wreck . Farmers who had overexpanded to meet war demands now
were unable to sell their produce for a satisfactocry price.
They found themselves in an agricultural depressicn. 7The
community lcaoked ta their other industry—-—the ra:lrogd--as a
savipor. The mid-1920s double—-tracking had provided ichs
For same of the farmers on the various gangs. Fcr familissg
along the track line, it had offered additi:gnal Fimancaial
assistance through the mongy the gangs scernt obtairnlng fsced,
shelter, and other necessities. Tre store had prospered,
toc. The railroad had saved the people ofF washington
township from as i1ntense an agricultural depression as other
farm communities had expecienced.**

Nothing, bowever, could save them fFrom the naticrnw:da
depressior of the 1830s. The universal problems which
followed the October. 1925, stock market crash were kesrlg
Felt in washington Township. This had a rippie effect an
the already stressed fFarmers. They lost mortgagec Land and

money 1n banks., But, as some of the residents stated., "At

least we ate.” fany a farm fFamily took in city relat:ives.
Credit and barter again became commgn at the store.

As the matizon began to pull cut of the Denressior the



railroad again began i1nnovations which would affect Vaolland.
As early as July, 1326, the Alma 5.gnal had carried an
article on the Rock Island's first steps Lm a program to

motarize aover 1,300 miles of main and brarch track. The

motor power was to be derived from a "new gas-electric type,
using as fuel a petroleum distillate,” a cheaper, faster way
to mgve larger tonnage., The Rock Island germeral off ices
Further amnournced, "The use of the nNew motor cars on main
lines will result 1n eliminating local stops foar through
trains and will materially speed up the through-train
service."” This trial test proved to be so successful that
the company decided to increase the number af operating
englnes. By the end aof the 1340s, the diesel locomative
hnad suoplanted the steam lacaomotive. This decision by the
Rock Island was also arrived at by the other ra:ilroad
companies, until the era aof steam power had come to ar
end.==

Soon the newspapers began to announce towns that were
losing their agents, depots. and other railroad privileges:
"The Rock Island filed an application with the state public
service commission far permission to discontinue...stations
in Kansas,....Lack of local business in sufficiert vaolume,
due to the inroads being made by truck and bus linas, 1is the
reason given. Baoth telegraph and statiom agents will be
withdrawn.” At other stations hours and sarvices were cut
back: "At Alma if you want to send a telegram after 5 o. m,

yau must phone it to Vollarnd.” The article concluded with



this statement of local sentiment: "The railropads may be
Justified by economical creasons For taking the service away
but its hard aon the pegple in the smaller towns whg have
been used to this service all their lives.” UVolland as a
station was doomed.=e

The Rock Island decided that the Volland depot was to
be closed. It had hung on to its station status Ffor a
number of years by virtue of the thpusands of cattle still
being shipped in and aut of the stockyards. With the depat
closing, Uollarnd lost its major reason For existence.
Created as a railroad town, it bkegan dging when the railroad
left, It clung tenaciously to life, but whenm the towun lost
its railroad employees, 1t laost raughly three—guarters of its
population, and their incomes. It was reduced in status ko
having onrly gome section gang. UValland was now supported anly
by cne i1industry—-—agriculture, a notoriausly fickle supcort at
that. Residents were fcrced to rely on the automobile and
truck to meet their transpartation needs. It was virtually
impogssible for a town to survive this degree of ucheaval with
all of its 1nstitutions intact. The peopls were
disillusioned as they moved intop an era of werld war ard
nationwide materialism,

Uolland of the 18920s enjoyed innovations which made
Farm and home work less labor-intensive and hraught
residents irmto closer contact with a larger cammunity.
Bouble-tracking brought a brief period of prosperity. The
year 1923 was a turning point--0tto and Mabsl Kratzer's

house burned, there was a fiery htra:n wreck which caused the



loss of a section houwse. and the stock market crashed. To
this confusion was added the depression of the 1330s. The
15408 braought the diesel locomotive, which faretald the
closing of the Vollamd depoct. The 1350s and 1396805 were
to be spent hoiding on to a way of life that was na ianger

viable.



CHAPTER S

DECLINE OF VUOLLAND AS A TRAOING COMMUNITY

Oriving today through Washington Township an the Mill
Creek Skyline Scenic Orive can be a beautiful Filint Hills
experignce. Leaving Alma tourists take a gravel road which
winds aver and around hills. Eight miles west they spot a
cluster of bujildings and then a road sign i1dentifying them
as Volland. The curious turn left to see what Uollarnd is
like, Briving slowly, loogking about, they stare at what to
them 1s an insignificant ghost town. But the Uaollander
hearing saomeang an the road looks up, as everyons on the
road 1s noticed, and identifFies the car as unknown--
therefore another tourist,

The tourists see twa repainted older houses, twc
remodeled enlarged houses, an ald frame storefront
identiFied as a museum, a huge red brick building that they
think must have been a hotel because of its dimensions,
cattle grazing around the hotel, and a Few dilanmidaced
odtbuildings. Coming to the raillroad tracks they Turn
around. They may natice that there are several Tracks and
an ogpen expanse beside these, as they back up, turn, and
retrace the road, thinking, "There’'s rmathing here.” But tc
the Uollander watching the car leave—-—-this 1s home,

commuriity, and heritage. The town has an ident:ity.



CHAFTER S

DECLINE OF VOLLAND AS A TRADING COMMUNITY

Oriving today through Washington Township on the Mill
Creek Skylime Scenic Drive can be a beautiful Flint Hills
experience. Leaving Alma tourists take a gravel read which
winds gver and arcund hills. Eight miles west they scot a
cluster of buildings and then a road sign identifying them
as Upnlland. The curious turn left to see what Valland is
like. Driving slowly, locking =2bout, they stare at what to
them 1s an insignificant ghost town. But the VYellander
hearing somecne on the road looks up, as everyone on the
road 1s noticed, and identifies the car as unknown--
therefore another tourist.

The tourists see twe repainted clder houses, tweo
remodeled enlarged houses, an old frame starefront
identified as a museum, a huge red brick building that they
think must have been a hotel because of its dimensians,
cattle grazing around the hotel, and a Few dilapidatad
outbuildings. Coming to the railroad tracks they turn
arcund. They may notice that there are several tracks anz
an ogpen expanse heside these, as they back up, turn, and
retrace the road, thinking, "There’s nothing here.” But to
the Uollander watching the car leave--this is home,

community, and heritage. The town has an i1derntiity.
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Valland's institutions-—-its railroad, school, and
stare-~all once farmed a prasperous community. These
institutions which had kept the town a viable trading center
broke down under increased pressures fram exterrnal forces.
Lang after Henry Volland's speculative dreams for the town
had died, after the railroad closed the depot. afiter the
population declined, after the school was consolidated, the
store continued to try to keep the concepts of town and
cammunity alive. Ualland, typical of every town dependent
on one or two technologies, could not withstand the loss of
one. It, like many other Flint Hills towns dependent wupon
the railroad and agriculture, was nat large enough tao
survive the loss of the railroad.

Ironically the Rock Island’s decision during the 1S40s
to replace all of its steam locamotives with the more
modern, Faster, and powerful diesel locomotives was viewed
by Vollanders as another indicatien of the progressiveness
of their railroad. This attitude remained untii the
campany’s decision to close the station was announczed.

As a result of this tramsition from steam to diesel,
Vglland was no longer needed by the railroad to msrovide what
had once been vital services. UWater and coal were no longer
meeded by the locomotives. The railroad’s use of the more
powerful engirmes elimimated the need For a helper engine to
assist the freights aover the longest grade in Xansas, which
ran past Volland. Changes 1n technology had reduced track
maintenance needs. The telephong had supplanted the

telegraph. The Eock Island, profit-minded as any business,



comparad the expense of staffing the depot against the
valume of traffic in tickets and freight., and decided the
company was losing money. The widespread use of automobiles
and trucks had eroded the link the railroad had once

provided between agricultural producers and theic major

markets. The railroad that bad once created this towr now
sounded its death knell. Having a railroad did not
necessarily mean cantinued prosperity.

Upollanders felt betrayed by the railroad's decision.
They, like other communities, had assumed that the railroad
was their anchor and their savipr during poar agricultural
years. But by the 1350s the depot and the coaling and water
towers were gaone, A small white shed arnd little windmill
tower faor the use of the secticn gang that pericdically
maintairned the track were the only evidences of railrcad
activity in Vaolland. Occasionally the familiar putt-sutt
of the section crew car anmownced the passing of the Four-
to six-man maintenance crew. By the 13680s eveaen the shed and
windmill tower were gone, and the crew drove around in a
truck. The busy mainline train schedule had been greatly
reduced even from the number of trains passing through
during the fifties.

The stockyards, which had ornce seen thousands of
milling cattle sach shipping season, had become overgrown
with uwueeds during the earlg fifties. aAs cattlemen and
pastureman alike made the transition fram stock cars to

truckaing, the stockyards had fallen into disuse. There was

U}



no lagnger a need ta drive cattle to Uolland, so stock pens
were built on the Farms and corrals in the pasturss to
facilitate trucking. The Rack I[sland sold the staockyards ti
Fred Meyer, Alma, who had the pens dismantled and removed.

Ornce this space batwesen g field and a stare had churned wit!

milling, multicolgoread, horned Texas cattle, hungry and
thirsty after their long hauvl, their hcoves shaking the
graund, filling the air with dust and sgund from their
bellering. Now only green weeds berd with the breeze, and
the only dusty smell is when an occasional truck passes hy.
The Chicagao, Ecck Island, and Pacific, likes atrer
ra:lroads., found itself on the verge aof bankcuptey as it

875, Croaoked roadbed

P

celebrated 122 gears of gpsratian in
in poor maintenance led to Lncreased gccidents. The
gaverrment refused to rescue the Rock Island, so 1t decided
to stay out of the guasi-govermment agperated Amtrak
corporation and £o continue ta cun its skeletonized
services avers 75,000 miles of track.!

In 1979 the Sauthern Pacific Transpoctaticn Companuy an
its subsidiary, the Cottcn Belt, applied to £he interstats
Zammerce Commission to purchase 932 miles of the Chicago,
Rock Island, and Pacific Railrocad Ccmpany. Th:is route,
knoun as the Fack Island’'s Golden State Route, ran oetween
Karnsas City and Tucumcaci, New fMex.cc. The sales was
apuraved to assist the Financially troubled Rcck Island.
The Cotton Belt found itself the new owner cf the route pas

g2 small, ronexistent town .=



The new owner began ta rehabilitate the deteriorated
road bed and other facilities. The second track was
dismantled. Taoday anly a tiny air—ccndit;cned shed built in
1883 stands alang the track. It contains micrawave and
computer equipment to operate signals and switches, so that
the s:ngle track functiorms as two.™

All that remains of Washington Touwunshiip's last raiiroad
burlding era 1s the f:111, where thez proud dcubple-trachkercs
pnce watched the new diesel soeed down the shining rails
they had laid, and memocries.

The railroad has retained a ramantic 1mage to re2sidants

af washington Township, a8s it has throughout the Pra:i:-ies

arnd Plains. In the late 1880s 1t was a new phys.cal forze
which had come to i1nfluence their lives, Memcries cf the
steam locomotive stirred their blood. It spemec al.wve. as

it hissed a2nd sighed, by the depot piatfcrm. Zrze loacded,
its whaistle shrilled through the Flinmt Hills air annaurcing
i1ts 1ntention to move, far mere people to watch ouvt. Then
with great breaths of steam 1t moved, chugging. and as the
locemotive's great droive wheels grabked the rails, the train
mgved farward. The whistles at each crassing anncurnced 1%s
gath through fhe township. Later Uollanders. weanzd an
stor:es of the steam locomctives, xnew the sleek oguwer =f
the diesel engines as it pulled long lires of over 100
freight cars or speedirg passenger trains. Faor these lazer
residents, the passing cf a traim was cause to pause. look
and count the engines and cars. The tra:n uith its Pac:fF:c

Fru:zt cars, Chessie system cars, and Wyoming coal cars



reminded them their statian was but ane part of a mighty
rail network.

The railroad cof the later nimeteenth certury was the
biggest industry on the Plains,. [t did not seek business,
it ere=ated it. Railropads created towns at their pleasure.
¥1lled towns by by-passing them, and caused athers towns
to move tg survive, Uolland was among the created tawns.

The depot Formed the nmucleus of tre towun, where the
farm area and the railrogad met. Farmers went “here For milk
tickets to have their cream shipped to a creamery.
Pasturemer and farmers went there to make arrangements t2
ship stock or tg notify them they had a car of feed ccming
in. Farmers shipped chickens, hogs, sheep. cattle, hay, and
grain from the depot. Res.idenrnts went there to purchase
tickets to meke a busimess trip to Alma, or Alta Vista and
ccecasionally a longer trip. The station master ruled the
depot, sold tickets, ran the telegraph, loaded Freight and
baggage on and aff the cars, and handled special shipping
needs. Loafers also went there, to watch the trains,
strangers, arnd drummers; but most of the loafing and
watching was done from the staore. When the depot closed,
1t became a symbopl that the railrgad had closed itself off
from the town of VUolland.

The tpwn lost population with the railroad's decisicn.
The railrcad employees uere transferred, taking their
Families with them. This loss of children drastically

reduced the mnumber of pupils enrolled at the Uolland schaal.



Washington township which had cantinued to loose population
since 1900, was in danger of lpsing its schools. The county
superintendent, wheo had bsen encouraging schaoal
consolidation for a number of years, was becagming 1nsistent.
Rather than consaolidate with Alma aor Alta Vista town
schools, in 1948 Oistrict § and 26 merged. Thay became
District 2B because they continued to wse the Volland school
hpuse. This decisicn only staved off the 1nevitahle. By
the 135B-1357 term the combined pupiis only numbered nine.
The school board finally accepted the trend, voted to cleose
the school and to give the parents affected the choice af
sending their children to either Alma or Alta VYista.?
Although school was rnot being held, the schaoal bogard
members retained their paositions and the legal power to re-
canvene a schoagl inm the township. Finally. inm 1384 the
board gave up and the schools were aofficaially conspiidated,
all the scheoois in the Uolland trading area—-Districts 3,
18, 13, 2. and 70--were legally consclidated on Septemher
24, 124, This date was alsg the date that the county
sunerintendent legally consolidated all rural sohools in
Wabaunsee Ccounty. However, this date did not accurately
reflact the true consolidation pattern, as some
consolidatian already had taken place. District 18 had
merged with 3, 19 and 70 with 2B, and then 1n the early
fifties District 9 arnd 26 merged. This last combhined schonol
had cnly nine pupils during the 1956-1357 school year, the
last year classes were taught in a one-room country school

in the Jolland trading area.®
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Following the wishes of the combirmed school board, the
parents of these nine pupils could choose whether to sand
their children ta Alma or Alta Vista. Those living east of
Volland sent their children to Alma, while those living west
choose Alta Uista, Volland, existing half-way betwean the
two towns, became a demarcation in school and community
affiliation. WVolland had become a dividing line rather then
a center point.

Following legal consolidation, these Oistricts, like
their counterparts throughout the Prairie and Flains states,
had resigned themselves to consolidation, lacked the doors

Forever an their cne-room schools, and cailed Faor a

dispersal of school property. The school houses, lands, and
contents were auctioned aff. This pattern of legal school
consolidation, auction, and the use of the building as a
community center (or else it was abardaned) was typical of
the Prairie and Plains school consolidaticn pattern,

Ioday these schoolhauses bear witness to aore of the
mary changes 1n institutions linked to the fate of Valland.
District 70 was tarn down. DOistrict 139 was wsed as a
community center by the Illinpis Creek Farm Families until
1t burned. District 18 has become a cammunity cesrnter for the
few Farmers living on Spring Creek and is the vaoting center
fFor Washington Township precinct. District 9's stone
schoalhouse sits foarlorrniy on a DlufF with trees arnd brush

crowding in on it, overlooking old highway 19. District 26



sits on a knoll with its windows open, its door ajarc. 1ts
plapground grazed by horses.

The consolidation date gf 18364 1s rather late for
Kansas. The issue had bheen debated hotly for years. For
example, the 8lma Signal carried a representative article on
school consalidatiom in 1913, a date maore in line with
school consalidatian issues. The rhetoric uwused by W. O,
Ross, State Superintendent aof Public Instruction, to discuss
these issues was typical. He stated in his address before a
tgachers asspciatipn in Alma that Kansas ranked twenty-
ninth in a rnatipnmal ranking in caost of egquipment anmd 1n the
educational copst per pupil. "Qur rural schools are
ineffFicient and extrawvagant,” he said.

They do not draw the children from the community

because there is not sufficient equipmest and the

sacial enviromnment in not great enough....The

remedy for our schools is the consolidetion of a

number of the rural districts. [f this wer=z dcnre

mare equlipment can be added and better salaries

cauld be paid cur instructors....If we do our duty

as American cirtizens we must reorganize the vural

schaals to meet the present day conditicons.”<

Washington Township gave everu child it had to their
schopls, as typical of rural areas there just was ncot a
large enough population base within the cammunitu to have a
large school. This appeal to patriotism could have been
delivered in any Prairie or Plains cammunity as they were
all under the same anslaught. Shades of CTommunity Lif=

Movement are 1nvolved in the scheol consolidatian 1ssue as

it carried on ane of the major aims of the Movement--becter

schools,

xRl



The tyranmy af distance and the acarcity of pupils
were problems of the Flint Hills schoal districts. The
decision ta bus, the adoption of the motorized bus concept,
and the supooprt of the buses gut of public mpney snablad
cansolidatian to bhe rea.istically cansidered. As a result
of consplidation farmers lcst control over their local
schoals. Their children becamg part af the modecrn,
centralized public educatiocnal system.”

The Uplland store continued to brave the fate befalling
the town. TIhe Kratzers reduaced their hours and the amount
and type of goods stocked. The owners, af retirement age,
continued to sell a wide range of general merchandise from
their supplies; they Just d:d not replenish their stncﬁ,
restocking only the grocery line. By tbhe late 1350s,
Kratzers found themselves caught 1n a range of goods snars
that effectively reduced what bad once bkeen the proud Kratze:
Brothers Gerneral Mercamtile to a small mom-and-pap stare.
But that too was a dying busimess. 0Otto himself drove to his
Toperxa wholesaler and loaded a case af this item and a half
case cf that intp his pick-up truck, Even with the reduced
guantity, items stayed on the shelves too iong. Neighbors
could buy feood cheaper and fresher elsewhers. One hy one th:
older., loyal customars died. The gounger people who did stag
were in the habit af buyging elsewhere and on.y us2d Xratzers
2s a canvenience store. HMabel died in 1370, arnd Otto
struggled an, His death irn April, 137.. marked the death of
two imstitutions—-bgth the man and the store had come to “he

Jolland., The store formed the true hubh and beart of Vol lamd



and continued as such until it closed in Aprcil, 1871.

served as an obituary. 0On May 16, beginning at S:30 Afl, the
Fixtures, drygoods, hardware, houseware, furniture and

equipment would all be auctioned off according tc the liarge
auction announcement.®

The auction had the guality of a8 wake Fzr both the
store and the town that the store symbolized. Current
residents, and many who had left, came to reminisce about
the town, the store, the people, and life as they had known
it in the railroad town. Pepple returned Ffor the aucticn
Just as many return for a funeral. HMost had returned to
buy 3 piece of memocy. Uolland had nat seen so many people
since the Kratzecr Brothers General lMercantile had proudly
opened its doors on October 18, 1913. Im 1871, as 1n 1813,
adults and young people milled around talking while children
plaged underfoot. The mood, though, was differant, Inm 1871
they mourned the past, while in 1313 the people had been
laooking aptimistically to the future.

Velland the town had died by degrees. AsS a town -t nad
passed through the phases common to alli towns, It was
conceived as a dream: Henry Yolland dreamed that his tawn,
which had once been the paper town of Grafton creazad by ths
Chicago, Rock Island., and Pacific, would grow anc prasper.,
In the later 1BBOs the commprnly held dream of all towns
having a railroad was an gptimistic one of growth,

prosperity, and increased livelihood. Yolland entered

Lt
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its youth or i1ts building phase during the 1890s. frcm
there it matured, changing with the technolaogical
advances that had affected all railroad towns on the
Prairies or Plains. Uolland received itfs ceath nctice
from its midwife the Chicago, Rock lsland, and PaciFia.
The railroad nmo longer wanted or needed this small
station because the techrnology of power had switzhed
From steam to diesel armd the other . The death kKnell
hit hard this small hut functiornally active Flint Hilils
community. Rairlroaders left, causing a decline in
population that was never tecovered. 0Overall business
declired due to the loss of haif of the tcwn's suppart
structures. Although terminally 111, Uolland struggi=sd
valiantly. The store, 1ts only vital institution,
remained open until 1971, when it tpgo gave up and died
1N a gasp.

But towns are more than Just ecarcmi:c organisms,
are peoople and a sense cf community, and these operazte ch a
different time-linme. People take a long timse &3 lose Sha:r
sense of community identitu once community is traditiomaliy
linked ta a town. The town aof Uolland is in this gphase cof
1ts existence in the l380s—-Ffunctionaliy dead get
structurally visible and continuing to live in the
communlty's memory. Yollamd ultimately faces total
extincticon like so many of ber counterparts created during
the heyday of the steam railircad,

After the railroad left, the town could nct have

continued as a service center for long--its trade



Functions were too fragile to guarantee a viable t:e with
the community. The advent of the automobils enabled Farmers
to take goods to city markets and take advantage of the
trip to enjoy a meal ouwt--and other city activities-—garct aof
the gogd life prescribed by the Country Life NMovement.
Conversely, mail order catalogs enabled farm families tcC
purchase everything from horse halters to houses withcut
leaving home. And, in spite af the Country Lifers., rpeople
were still leaving the farm, The fact that one Farm Family
produced more than had fFour farm Families did nct mean thac
tihat one family now bought four times the baking pouwder,
Flour, and ather consumer i1tems. The Wplland store was no
longer a necessity.

Although the community identified w:ith the tawn and 1ts
business. identification was not sufficient null tc overcome
the economic reality that other pulls werege stranger. By the
end aof the 1840s. neither railroad nor farmer was depsrndent
on the town.

Jorn Hudson in his recent work Plains Country Towns,

described a town as a combination of structure and

Middle Border, however, described a town as a collection of
businesses performing Functions universally associated with
the concent of a town. FRobert Hine's Cammunituy on the

American Frantier sees a town as not limited by sctructures,

activities, or functicns, but sharing an aorganic wholeness. a

czllective experience gf birth, growth. and death, Thase

i



definitiaons are all useful but separately or together do not
define what a town 1n the middle of the Flint Hills realiy 1is
any more than the term human being can describe an
individual.”®

Toawns created by the railroads during the later 1800s
share many characteristics. Such as specific grid street
patterns and reasans for conception and being. Hudsuﬁ’s
concents work well to defirme Volland structurally ard
campare it to other Plains railroad towns: however, Uolland
is located 1n a ruggedly hilly pasture-fields agricultural
system where cattle, nat wheat, are the grimary export.
Hudson's structural view of the town must he adanted by
replacing the grain elevatar with the stackyard as the
daminant Feature.

Functianally Volland agperated as a mixturs cf the
definiticns of a town's Functions as outlined by Hudsocn and
Athertaon. Both aof these definitions are userul in the
analysis aof VUalland as long as 1t is remembered that Hudsan
describes the tuypical Plains town and Athertaon describes the
tupical Prairie town, and that Vaollarnd 1s geographically
lacated an the fringe af these twao areas and therefare was a
mixture of both,

A town withgut a community to support it can gnly ke a
papner town, Volland's community was typical of a Prairie
town due ta the influence af Yankee and German settlers,

Hinme applies the German concept of "Geme=inschaft, a
unity stemming from ematians, beliefs, and shared life

gxperliences. . . . @& commitment surrounding families and

(M
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traditions and leading to brothechood.” ﬁthertoni
sanse gf helonging that links pre tao a town and it?
area. Gemeinschaft definitely applied ta the Uullan;
community. Hine 's communities were made up of peng;
shared a sense of place, size, perspectives, day to -i
tensions, political stoucture, and a common histnri:alf
memory. "™

Volland was a very real place tg Washington annshi%
residents., The town and store provided the locus, but th;_
community stretched to the limits of its trade area. Eathé
large geographically, it was still small enough to allow
face to face contact--everyone knew everuyone glse, which
allowed one to feel a sernae aof belonging.

The early settlers were predominantly German sharing a
comman language and value system., Those who were not German
adapted to the majority mores: frugality, habitual hard
work, and a desire to sucoeed. This imitial group, under
the principle pf the doctrine of first settlement. made a
lasting imprint on the community which influenced all
subsequent groups. tt

Shared perspectives was definit=2ly a characreristic of
this cammunity-—-th2 farmer, railrpader. and mercchant. The
people shared the ups and downs of the rarlr-zac and
agrioulture. They shared the:ir belief :in education and the
type of =s=chools they wanted., The people 1n the cammuhity
shared a bond which only broke under intense zxternal

pressures. Yet even then they still cilung to their sense af



community as a means of overcocming the threats to the:ir
town.

There were, of cowrse, tensions, risirg out of Fami:ly,
class, and occasionally cut of politicai differerces, out
these were lessened by a sense of beiopnging and siared
perspectives. Thase who did nct choose tp live dnder
commurlty-imposed rules of behavior either adacgtegd zor left.
s that over time, the community became basically
homogeneous. A certain level of ecceﬁtricitg was accegted
but only for those born into this caommunity, as into a
Family. Initiated into the community at hirth, a membsr
enjoyed the Jjoys af fellowship. As in a family, he o she
was always free to leave, and mobility bhecame a major prcohlem
as external pulls attracted the young people to ileave the
Farm For the city.

Volland. with the loss of the depot, school, and staore.
died by degrees until 1t ceased to exlist as a tcwn.,
According tg Hudson and Atherton's definitions 1t ceassd o
exlst because it had neither activity nor function. I+t had
returned cta 1ts initial phase——-only a8 structurs. A& town
structure in the middle gf the Flint Hills has littie wvaiue,
even as real estate. Today's Volland exists in a strarge
mixture afb magé. To the peaple geographicalily surcaounding
Uallamd it 1s part of their Folk culture, while tg tourists
traveling alang the Skyline-Mill Creek Scenic Drive. 1t 1s a
museum ston. 1o the occasional Jaurnalist who discovers this
town of the Flint Hillis past, 1t is an editcrial. This town

cocntinues to crop up unexpectedly in a wvariety of ways.



Volland appeared in aone aof thirty-five slides used in a
recent study by two Kansas State University orofessors to
determine how and why kKansans have preferences for commonly
viewed landscapes in Kansas. Volland somehow continues to
appear on present road—-maps, but is considered a ghost—-tpwn
hy many.=

Historical memory keeps this community alive today.
Their pride of place is heard as the residents reminisce
about Volland's institutians of tcwn, store, school, and
railroad. These shades of the inmstitutions that feraged the
historical memory are now all that hinds the community
together. This collective memary and a sense of love of
place is still strong, but 1t decreases with each
generation. Vollard bas not died, but it will be dead when

the memoriss cease to be shared.
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