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The Heritage of Kansas is made available to Kansas schools and li
braries for use by students and teachers. It is hoped that interest in Kan
sas' cultural heritage will be stimulated in the hearts and minds of its 
readers. 

Whenever possible, each issue will be built around one topic, with 

three approaches. One section will be a factual essay contributed by an 

authority on the subject. The second approach to the subject will be an 

"eyewitness" account; the third section will deal with the folklore of the 

subject. The combination of these three approaches to the central theme 

should contribute something different-and something vital-to an under

standing and appreciation of Kansas and its people. 

Editor, P. J. Wyatt, Department of English; cover design by Depart
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"Sam" Sackett is a serious but jolly scholar with a big grin. He 
was born in Redlands, California, and has degrees from the Uni
versity of Redlands and the University of California at Los 
Angeles. At present he is an associate professor of English at Fort 
Hays Kansas State College where he has taught since 1954. He's 
pretty hep about folklore, and maintains membership in the 
American Folklore Society, the California Folklore Society, and 
the Kansas Folklore Society. He is a founder and a past president 
of the Kansas group. Moreover, he is co-editor with William E. 
Koch (whom we met in the May 1961 Heritage) of the forthcoming 
book Kansas Folklore. He also serves on the staff of Western Folk
lore as its book review editor. 

Dr. Sackett is married and has two young sons. Besides being 
a family man, teaching, folkloring, book editing, writing, and at
tending conventions, he is Cubmaster of a Cub Scout pack. (It is 
difficult to imagine what he does in his spare time!) 

Anyway, Dr. Sackett has given us the most complete study on 
Kansas play parties that has been done: "Play-Party Games from 
Kansas." 

4 


