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Whatever the intrinsic worth of these articles, and certainly it varies 
from one to another of them, one point surely stands in bold relief. If the 
whole truth of them be accepted, they are explanatory or partially ex­
planatory of Kansas-factual signposts pointing to the past which stretches 
out so far behind us that only the mind's eye can see it and only the heart 
comprehend it. They are facts which give the hard core of truth and 
beauty to Coronado's dream. 

Remembrances, associations, happenings-these are evoked: the 
willful wave of the sunflower in a Kansas dry wind ... the reconstructed 
image of the hump-backed buffalo, herding with his millions of fellows 
. .. the arid song of the meadowlark, celebrating the arid history of his 
adopted habitat ... flies settling thick, swarming the doorway, a certain 
signal that rain will come ... then country roads turned rivulets ... sit­
ting under the nightsky, searching out your star ... or resting quietly at 
afternoon or evening, watching the sun's rays or the moon's rays falter 
through the windowpane and scatter on the floor . . . tall, gaunt, naked 
trees daring the cold and furrowing blasts of winter shuttling in all their 
Kansas vigor across the Kansas prairie which is still a frontier, black trees 
standing sentry on the dark: silent hope for the moment, quintessence of 
the grand dream, spirit that persists. Ad astra per aspera. 

And the recollection of the pioneer, the portrait of the half-beaten, 
anxious face of the farmer awaiting the magical elixir, precious rain. He 
needs to be recalled. For, finally, he built Kansas. A product of the soil, 
he worked it and proudly begged a living from it; amongst reverses, he 
bent it to his will. He made the frontier, then re-made it; when the com­
promise was drawn, he laid down the terms. He needs to be recalled. For 
he is the symbol of the jumbled past which spawned the Kansas of today. 
He is the Quiviran truth. He represents the spiritual earth in which Kan­
sas has its roots-and these roots are the heritage of Kansas. 

The Drouth of 1860 
by 

J. N. Holloway 

The year of 1860 is remarkable for an unprecedented drouth, which 
occasioned what is generally termed the "Kansas famine." The facts in 
the case are briefly stated. From the 19th of June, 1859, to November, 
1860, there was not a shower of rain fell at anyone time, to wet the earth 
two inches in depth. During the intervening winter, there were two slight 
snows, neitller of which concealed the ground from view. The roads were 
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never muddy, during the whole period, and during the summer, the 
ground would break open in great cracks, embarrassing the rolling of 
wagons, while the winds blew with a burning and parching sirocco's blast 
from the south, and with the hot beams of an unclouded sun, parched 
the soil and burned up vegetation. 

Such was the frightful character of the drouth, which it becomes 
faithful history to record. The consequence was, that the crops in the 
Territory were almost an entire failure. Fall wheat, induced by the snow 
and frost of winter, shot forth in the spring, but withered and died when 
that moisture was exhausted. Spring wheat, of which there was little 
sown, fared no better. Out of 4,000 acres at good land sown in Shawnee 
county, not five hundred bushels were raised-less than one-eighth of a 
bushel to the acre. Other counties did some better, but most of them did 
not harvest a bushel. Esculent vegetables were a perfect failure every-

The "frightful character of the drouth" repeats 
itself, as evidenced by this ravaged Barber County corn 
field during the drouth of 1934. 

where; not a cabbage, bean, radish, onion or anything of the kind was 
raised. Potatoes and turnips-the next things to the staff of life- were 
likewise failures. From the carefully prepared statistics of Shawnee 
county, it is shown that two hundred and seventy-nine acres of potatoes 
were planted, and only ten bushels raised; seventy-six acres of beans pro­
duced but ten bushels; from two hundred and twenty-four acres of Hun­
garian grass, only ten tons were mowed; while buckwheat, turnips and 
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garden vegetables were utter failures. Corn fared some better. The low 
bottom lands, where properly tilled, averaged almost one-third of a crop, 
and the high lands and ridges produced no grain whatever-only dry 
fodder .... 

The prairie grass furnished the chief support of the people. It grew 
and flourished nicely until about the middle of June or the 1st of July, 
when it parched and died on all the uplands. Along the ravines and creeks, 
and in the "pockets" it remained green still later, furnishing hay for winter. 
The wild grass, though not so abundant as usual, still was of such a super­
ior quality that it kept the cattle fat all summer and fall. The sap having 
dried up, left it very nutritive, and stock ate it with as much relish as 
though it had been green. Some difficulty in places was experienced in pro­
curing hay, there being no grass long enough to mow, except in some of 
the low lands and along creeks and rivers. Farmers went in a few instances, 
as far as forty miles to procure hay for their cattle. Stock, which would 
otherwise have famished, fed upon the spontaneous growth of grass on the 
prairies during the summer, fall and winter. 

Another contemporary scene showing the effects 
of drouth. These are Cloud County cattle in 1934. 

To add to the already distressed condition of the country, the wells, 
springs and brooks dried up. Very few held out during the year. Families 
on the prairies were compelled, in many instances, to haul their water 
several miles, and would even thus procure a very inferior quality. They 
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had neglected to dig wells, depending on creeks and brooks for water, 
so that when these were dried up they were left destitute. 

The drouth in some localities of Kansas was not as bad as above 
described. Along the Missouri River and in the north-eastern portion, a 
sufficient was raised to feed the population of that region. In the Kaw 
Valley, where properly tilled, the land yielded a two-thirds crop of corn. 
But elsewhere throughout the Territory the drouth was fully as alarming 
as we have shown above .... 

But the people of this Territory were illy prepared for this universal 
dearth of crops. Their granaries were generally exhausted before the sum­
mer months arrived, at which time not one-half the farmers in Kansas had 
a bushel of corn on hand. It being a good price at the Border towns the 
fall previous, and the roads being excellent all winter they had sold in 
market all the surplus corn they supposed they would have after June 
set in, trusting to the grass from the prairies for feed. So with wheat; all 
those that had raised more than their own consumption would demand 
had disposed of it at what they supposed was a good price, and appropri­
ated the money to supply the wants of their families. By the fall of 1860 
there was scarcely any corn or wheat in the Territory; not six thousand 
bushels of either in each county .... 

The result was that thirty thousand settlers left the Territory and 
returned to their friends and to provision in the States. It looked at the 
time as though the whole country would be depopulated and left a barren 
and uninhabited waste. Claims, with their improvements, houses, fences, 
etc., were abandoned and stood dreary and alone upon the prairies. Long 
trains of covered wagons, drawn by lean horses, with woe-begone looking 
inmates, in mournful procession crossed the Border. 

Thirty thousand more would have left, but they had no means with 
which to get away. They had not a sufficient amount of clothing and pro­
visions to last them half the winter, and Famine, with all his grim and 
ghastly features, stood sentinel at their doors. It was plain that they must 
perish from starvation, unless that Father who supplies the birds of the 
air with food would bring deliverance to their homes. They were the 
industrious poor of Kansas~ who had come here to rear thems~lves homes 
upon the wide extended prairies by hard toil, and had no hope of supplies 
only what they gathered from the fields. They had no rich friends in the 
East to lend a helping hand; nothing on earth could meet their necessities 
but the Spirit of Benevolence. 

The other forty thousand of the population in Kansas were in a con­
dition to withstand thp famine, but could do nothing towards alleviating 
the wants of others. With the provision and clothing thp,y had, and with 
that which they had money to procure, together with the assistance of 
friends from abroad, they could manage to live themselves. 
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The painful fact stared the people of Kansas in the face, that want 
and starvation were before them. There was no evading or overcoming it, 
notwithstanding its admission would militate against the character of the 
new and growing country. The alarming rumor reached the East, and at 
once touched tlie kind and sympathetic hearts of the numerous friends of 
Kansas. Thadyus Hyatt, of New York, who had always taken an active~ 

interest in Kansas, was the first to move in relief of the destitute. He came 
to the Territory himself, visited numerous counties, acquainted himself 
with the actual state of affairs, and gathered statistics .... Mr. Hyatt 
returned East, petitioned the President for assistance, in behalf of the 
destitute in Kansas, and published to the world his statistics and facts of 
personal observation, with an appeal for an immediate response for the 
relief of the sufferers. 

The movement thus inaugurated, continued its operations until the 
spring of 1861, and contributed vastly towards the relief of the desti­
tute .... 

At Ka\vsmouth Station 
by
 

Henry King
 

"From Indiana, did you say? My dear sir, you have my warmest 
sympathy." , 

He grasped my friend's hand with a cordial gripe, and there was a 
persuasive, proselyting look in his face as he continued:­

"I used to live in Hoosierdom, and I know how it is myself, so to 
speak. You're going to Kansas, of course. Correct, sir, correct. Let me 
congratulate you. That's Kansas, just across the river there." 

We were at the Kawsmouth railway station, waiting for a train to 
Topeka, and this chance acquaintance was like a whiff of fresh air to us, 
in the sultry strangeness of the place. He had an assuring countenance, 
slightly abated by an equivocal little twitching at the corners of the 
mouth; his bearing was easily familiar without being offensive; and his 
voice had in it something of the sparkle of the April sunshine that was 
making gold of the cracked and dingy station windows. Moreover, he was 
quite intelligent in his way, and uniquely original at times; and if he pre­
sumed upon our credulity, as I fear he did to some extent, it was done so 
adroitly and so graciously that no chance was left for detection. 

"You'll like Kansas," he went on; "it's the very perfection of a prairie 
country,-not flat, nor boggy, but gently swelling, with rich valleys, and 
sloping everywhere. Eden sloped, you remember,-'beautiful as the gar­
dens of the angels upon the slopes in Eden.' And the climate is simply 
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